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We have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is 


love; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
him.—1 Joan iv. 16. _ : 
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my dear Bretheon, | 
* this opportunity of 1 


ih. 


which 1 have received from you. | My 
Fa gratitude cannot better appear, than in 


. labouring to the beſt of my power in 
T ſtation to which you have called | 


| me. Ever ſince you were pleaſed una- 
| nimouſly to chooſe me your Lecturer, 
1 have endeavoured to diſcharge my 
duty a as one who muſt give an account ; 
and i in what manner 1 diſcharge it, et 


. theſe Sermons, which 1 now dedicate 


: unto. you, bear witneſs. There is a 
: Vor. V - a great 


"F 


ledging the many and great favours 


nv 2 IDES DEDICATION. 


«108 great and awful day at had, in which 5 


1 the righteous ſcarcely ſhall be ſaved, 
and where then ſhall the wicked and 


_ ungodly appear? On this day at the 


bar of the almighty Judge I muſt ſtand 4 


to give an account of my miniſtry 
among you: knowing therefore the ter- 
ror of the Lord, I have not ſhunned to 
declare unto you the whole counſel of 
God. He knoweth my heart, and he 


5 has ſeen how honeſtly I have preached 5 


the word, and how earneſt I have been 
with. him in prayer for a bleſſing upon 
oh that 1 may deliver my own 
"ah 5 And God grant you may deli- | 
ver Vous. Vou have heard me for 
ſome ears, and chiefly upon the ſame 
ſubject. - 1 hope you are not tired of | 
hearing of the love of Jeſus to poor 
5 helpleſs fingers; I am ſure 1 am not tired | 
5 of ſpeaking upon | it. The firſt Sermon 
1 preached among you was: upon this 7 
7 „ text, 


| | DEDICATION. . Vu - 
text, 1 low Us. I, 2. And E. brethren, 
when I came to you, came not with 
 *-excellency of ſpeech, or of wiſdom, 
declaring unto you the teſtimony of 
„ God!: for I determined not to know 
any thing among you, ſave Jeſus 
4. Chriſt, and him crucified,” What I 
then determined in God's ' ſtrength, 1 
have thus far been enabled to perform. 
The great ſubject of all my preaching, 
as ye know, is Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, in- 
viting and calling careleſs ſinners from 


the error of their Ways, and preſſing 


them to come to Chriſt for the pardon 
of their ſins, for ſtrength to ſubdye ſin, 
and for grace to do good works plea- 
ſant and acceptable unto God. This 
pardon, ſtrength, and grace, are not to 
them to give; and that you might ſee 
dhe neceſſity of applying to him for 
| them, 4 have. been | contiggaiy ſetting 
J)) forth 


"i. > | DEDICATE = 
- forth the Hf of fallen man, uni 
he receives Chriſt Jeſus - the Lord for 
his Saviour and his God, and the com- 
plete happineſs he enjoys after he has 
received him. With what ſucceſs I have 
preached you muſt give an account at 
the ſame awful bar, at which I am to 
be tried, and before a judge who is no 
reſpecter of perſons. Oh that I may 
not appear againſt any of you in that 
great day. I haye good reaſon to be- 
lieve that many of you will then be, 


5 1 pray God you may all then be, my 
joy and crown of rejoicing. Happy 
will it be for you and me, if I ſhould 


fee the judge place you all on his right 


hand. And whether you was broug 1 
6 this bleſſodnes by my mininry or 
not, if ye do but enjoy it ſhall Have 
eauſe to glorify God on your behalf. 
7 "My: brethren; the time is ſhort. Work 
vile it 9 the nighs cometh, 
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8 in hieb no man can Work. It is but | 
a: ſhort day, in which you have to 

Cs work of eternity; therefore 
give all diligence to make your calling 
5 and election ſure: Get poſſeſſion and 
enjoyment of the preſent graces of ſal- 
vation, without which you cannot have 
any well-grounded hopes of eternal ſal- 
vation. Jeſus muſt ſave you from the 
- guilt, and fave you from- the dominion 

of ſin, he muſt juſtify you by his 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctify you by his 
ſpirit, before you can ſee the face of 
God with joy in his kingdom of glory. 
And have you then received theſe gelt 
from him? This, my beloved bre- 
thren, is the moſt intereſting queſtion 
you can put to yourſelves. Upon the 
deciſion of it depends an eternity of 
happineſs or miſery. Have you received 


zeſe” graces, or not? May he, that 
teacheth man wiſdom, teach you to 
0 anſwer 


Eo. SEE DEDICATION.” | 


: anfwer it to 00 


it to him. May he lead you into all 


truth. Save you from 4ll fin. Enable 
you to live to his glory, and make you 5 
_ his love wc in TO and 15 2s 
_  +God . chat e this is be prayer 
of my heart. When that ſolemn day 
mall come, in which all ſecrets ſhall 
be laid open, then it will de known 
with what view I have written | thin 
Dedication. | God grant my deſign i in it 
may be anſwered, and may it then ap- 
Pear that vou have reaped the proſit 
from it which I moſt heartily deſired. 
Having taken this occaſion of thanking 
| you for all temporal favours, my love 
to your ſouls would not let me loſe 
an <p of ſpeaking a word for 
- Chriſt, alth pul- 
pit. He has unſearchable, 80 
and eternal riches in his power, and | 
ta 


v elves, as you will Wine „ 


DEDICATION, | ah xi 


t „ you to ſeek them has been 
and ſhall he the labour, and to in- 
treat him to beſtow them upon you, | 
thall be the prayer, „ 


Vour faithf ul Miniſter and 


Servant in the Lord Jeſus, 
WILLIAM ROMAINE. 


R ADRA, 5 | 
I HERE offi thee, a Volume of Ser- 
mons upon ſome parts of the Song of 
Songs. They were compoſed and preach- 5 
ed at a time, when I had ſome thoughts 
of treating the whole book in a plain 
practical way; but that deſign being 
laid afide, I have made ſome of the 
Sermons. publie, hoping they may be 
the means of removing men's preju- 
dices, and of reconciling their minds to 
this ſweet portion of God's holy word. 
It is a certain, but a melancholy 
matter of fact, that there has been more 
ridicule waſted upon the Song, than op- 
on any other portion of God's Word. 
And we need not marvel at it. The 
devil has a particular ſpite againſt this 
book; he hates the ſubject, and he hates 
| the 0 He cannot bear to 
hear 


beer of man's da reſtored. to hat 
8 fellowſhip. A communion with God. 
which himſelf once had, but can never 
hope for again : and therefore this trea- 


deviliſh malice, and he 
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tiſe upon it 1s the object of his moſt 
is always ſtirring 
up his agents to write and to ſpeak 
contemptibly of it. And he Has been 
too ſucceſsful in his temptation. Many 


: perſons. fell into it, becauſe it flattered | 


their pride. They ſet up themſelves 8 


: for judges of all ſubjects, divine as well 


as human, and made their reaſon the 


criterion of all truth. They tried this | 
book by their reaſon, and they did not 


underſtand it, therefore they thought no 


body did. Upon the force of this con- 
cluſion they took a general licence to 


ridicule it; but the concluſion 1 not 
logical: for certainly the book may be | 


intelligible, | althou gh they de not un- 
derſtand it. Modeſt reaſon would in- 
cline them to be of this opinion, be. 
_ cauſe many learned men in every age 
have thought it intelligible, and many 
good men without much learning have 


underſtood it. The true cauſe of which g 
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85 . this : They underſtaod the ſubje& | 
treated of in this book, which the ene- 
mies of it did not. A deaf man is as 
good a judge of a fine piece of muſic, 
as a man who has no real heart-1ov“e 
for God is of a treatiſe upon the love 
of God: for as he has no knowledge 
of the ſubject, how can he underſtand 
what is written upon it? If a man 
ignorant of mathematics was to take up 
Sir Iſaac Newton's Principia, and to 
cry out, What ſtuff is this? Who can 
make any thing of theſe ſtrange lines 
and figures, and theſe A's and B's? A 
great mathematician ſtanding by would 
pity the poor man's ignorance. In like 
manner when any perſon takes up 4 
book upon communion with God, and 
either does not believe there is ſuch A 
thang" or has had no experience of it, 
how can he underſtand what is written? 
It muſt appear to him mere jargon and 
gibberiſh ; and if he has a talent at ri- 
dicule, here is a tempting ' occaſion for 
him to diſplay it. Whereas the fault 
is not in the book, but in the man 
who: reads Its: e be a perfect com- 
poſition, 
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0 — and he may be no udge of it. 

The book is plain enough to them who 
are fe qualified to read it. If you 
underſtand the true genius of the tongue 
in Which it was written, and have ſome 


" inſight into the ſubjeſt of which it treats; 
it will then be as intelligible as any-other 
portion of ſcripture; but the enemies of 
this book underſtand neither of theſe 


Partigulars. They are not qualified to 
judge, and yet wy venture on condemn 
it: 9 for )) ar. TO G61 3 No 
Firſt, They are * ac quainte t 
the nature ol the Hebrew tongue, without 
Which N man ſhould pretend to be a 
critic upon the writings of the Old Teſta- 
ment. If any perſon ſhould write pro- 
feſſedly againſt, Homer, and try to prove 
there was no genius, invention, or ſubli- 
mity in his poems, with what contempt 
would the learned treat his performance; 
eſpecially if they knew,:that> this ignora- 
mus did not underſtand one word of 
Greek, no nor one letter. If ſuch an at- 
- tack) upon Homer appear ridiculousc to 
men of learning, how much more ridicu- 
lous eule an attack .of the. lame nature 


tele appear | 


hs 15 


erle- _—_ 


: per upon na krentlte im Hebrew: becauſe 
te Hebrew is more difficult to be tranſ- 
lated, word for word, than any Greek 
author can be. It has ſome peculiar pro- 
perties and idioms, which no other lan- 
guage has, with which every critic ſhould 
be acquainted, leſt he ſhould raiſe objec-, 
tions that would only betray his own ig- 
norance. The Hebrew is a fixt language. 
It is not like ours, arbitrary and change- 
able. We are continually gaining ſome 
new word, or dropping ſome obſolete one, 
or affixing ſome new idea to a word, 
which we have done remarkably in the 
word charity. When our liturgy was 
compiled, and afterwards when the pre- 
ſent tranſlation of the Bible was made, 
charity ſignified love, but now we uſe it 
for nothing but giving of alms. If you 
were to uſe it in its ancient ſenſe, and to 
talk of the charity of God, Who would 
not be underſtood. But the Hebrew is 
free from theſe impèrfections. It is fixt in 
nature, and cannot change, unleſs nature 
ſhould. Every word ſtands for ſome ma- 
terial and ſenſible object, which God 
created to repreſent and 0. give us ideas 
7 5201191 5 | of 


vin 8 enden - => 


of ſome — W c foiritual. ER - 
ject. Like as in parables there is an out- 
_ ward and. literal ſenſe, by which an in- 
ward and ſpiritual meaning is conveyed, 
ſo is it in every. Hebrew. word. And a 
critic ſhould underſtand Hebrew upon this 
plan. He ſhould be acquainted with the 
n of the Hebrew tongue, and with 
anner of expreſſing ſpiritual things 
under their appointed images in nature. 
And it is more neceſſary he ſhould have 
this knowledge in order to underſtand 
this book, becauſe it is the worſt tranſlated 
ef all ſcripture. Our tranſlators have 
not failed more in any part of the Old 
Teſtament, than they have here. Inſtead 
of giving us the ſpiritual meaning of the 
words, they have ſeldom given us any 
thing but the literal ſenſe, and ſometimes 
they have given us the Hebrew word with- 
out any tranſlation at all. If they had 
tranſlated the prophecy of Iſaiah in the 
ſame injudicious manner, it would have 
to ſee it made as intelligible as the pro- 
phecy of Iſaiah. There are ſeveral per- 


| 1 * at * in our church of great 


leiſure 
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ö : leiſure, and ri abilities, and it is much 
to be wiſhed they would employ them in 
explaining this book. The moſt proper 
method they could take ſeems to 'me, to 

ſettle firſt the true literal ſenſe of every 
word in the Song, and then, as it is entirely 
a a ſpiritual book, treating of communion 
with God, to fix the ſpiritual idea to each 
word ; and where we have not a proper 
word in Engliſh to expreſs the full ſenſe 
of a Hebrew word, they might give it in a 
ſhort paraphraſe. Whenever this is done 
the mouths of our ignorant mockers will 
be ſtopped, and it will appear that all 
their objections aroſe from tou igno- 
range. „ Peeps 
Ihus the enemies of 115 o are igno- 
rant of the true genius of the Hebrew 


tongue, in which it is written, and they 


borrow their arguments againſt it not from 
the faults of the book itſelf, but from the 
faults in the tranſlation; and they are 
alſo ignorant of the ſubject upon which 
it treats. It is one of the deep things of 
God, which the natural man cannot un- 
derſtand. He has none of this love to 
God which is here deſcribed, nor can he 


attain 
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attain it by any 1 means' in His own power.” 
It is a love that comes down from God. 


He is the giver of it, and it is ſhed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Spirit, who be- 


ſtows the comforts of it upon them that 


are pardoned and reconciled to the Father 
in the Son of his love, and that can there- 
fore truly ſay with the apoſtle John 


We know and have en, the love 
that God hath to us.” Whoever fits 
down to read this book, be he ever {0 
learned in other matters, yet if he has no 
knowledge of God's love to him, he can- 
not underſtand what he reads. The ob- 
jectors to this book are ſo far from pre- 
tending to have any of this experimental 


love of God, that they laugh at it and 


ridicule it; whereby they plainly declare, 


that they are not judges of the ſub- 


ject upon which this book treats, and 


ee ona are not wk to fit in judgment 


[EF veſs: are the two ahinizpat reaſons Why 
Mir book is ſo little underſtood, and ſo. 
much' ridiculed. I need not enlarge upon 


them here, becauſe they are often taken 
notice-of-in the Sermons, to which I refer 
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a making them public, I did not foreſee 
how- ſeaſonable they would be. It ap- 
pears to me quite providential, that theſe 


Sermons upon the love of God ſhould be 
publiſhed juſt at this time, when I am 


furiouſly attacked by a nameleſs writer, 


and charged with preaching nothing but 


hell and damnation. It would have been 
as true a charge, if he had faid I always 


preached in Hebrew. This volume ſhall 
anſwer for me. Here my doctrine is, Be- a 


lieve and thou ſhalt be ſaved, love God 
and thou ſhalt be happy. May he who 


has this ſaving belief, and this happy love 
to give, for his mercy's ſake beſtow them 
upon this my bitter 1 e Per: 


* 
I have nothing 1 more to * wie 15 in- 


| treat the bleſſer of all nations to accom- 


| pany: the reading of theſe Sermons with his 


bleſſing. May he water them with the 


dew of his | heavenly grace, and render 
them uſeful and profitable to every perſon 
into whoſe hands they may fall. Reader, 
if thou findeſt ANY une 10 

mL OS 


- 
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Sh the. wender V When 1 firſt thought of 


n from the Holy | 
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One it them, and reapeſt any benefit from 
them, give God the glory, and pray for 
the author. Thou canſt not do me any 
ſervice which 1 more want or value than 

thy prayers. 2 Pray, that the grace of 


Chriſt may do more in me, and that 1 


may do more for Chriſt. And in return 
T wilt pray for thee, that the Spirit of the 


living God may enable thee to underſtand 
this divine Song, and to experience the 


Comforts of its doctrine, and then thou 


wilt be in poſſeſſion of the greateſt ap- 


pineſs thou canſt LG on this de of f 


heuven. Bi 11) 5 
Upon abviſs thols' bers kor a new 


; edition of the following Sermons, I had 
great reaſon to bleſs the Lord God, that 
my views of this ſubject were the ſame as | 


they were ſeveral years ago—only con- 


firmed by long experience. It is a good 
thing to be eſtabliſhed in the truth, and by 
conſtant uſe to get into holy and happy 


practice. When the believer has re- 
ceived Chriſt, it is his privilege to be 


- growing up into him in all things: Flou- 


ie like a palm tree, and mounting up 
Feb . | A ; „ * Ake 5 
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bret the cedar i itt A Certain doc- 

trines are then not to be diſputed. The 
effential glory of Immanuel -The abſo- 
lute perfection of his ſaving work---The 
effectual application of it to the con- 
fciences, to the hearts, and to the lives of 
believers by the Holy Spirit; in theſe it 
is good and right that there ſhould be no 
variableneſs nor ſhadow of turning. Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his work, and his Spirit, and 
his fulneſs, being the ſame, yeſterday, to 
day, and for ever. 

Much has been written and ſpoken 
againſt theſe Sermons, as if I had therein 
made too much of Chriſt. I think it im- 
poſſible. His perſon i is above all bleſſing 
and praiſe. His ſalvation is infinitely per- 
fect, and contains an eternal fulneſs of all 
graces and glories. His promiſes are ex- 
ceeding great and exceeding precious. 
already made good to him, as the head, 
and by him made good to all his people. 

When the ſpirit of life that is in him ſets 
them free from the law of ſin and of death, 
they are pardoned, and righteous, and 
holy, and bleſſed i in the Beloved. Which 

* of 


of them can come up to 
uch a ſubject? Who can ſhew forth all 
the praiſes of ſuch a Jeſus? I cannot. 
Inſtead of thinking that I have ſpoken 


too highly of him, I am very ſeniible of 


y 


my many and great failings. May the 


glorifier of Jeſus enable me to ſpeak more 


worthily of him i in earth and heaven. 
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SERMON 1 


| . <p" Ft EEx. 4 
De Song of Songs, which 1s Solomon; J. Ha 


Gopi, is love. The Whole Cs is a « hiſtory 
of the wonders which his love has done for the 
children of men. It was love which firſt gave, 
being to the univerſe. | The ſame continued love 
has preſerved it. But the deſcription of the 
works of creation and preſervation takes up. a 
_ ſmall part of the ſacred volume. The great 
ſubject of it is redeeming love. In this ſweet 
and amiable light God has propoſed himſelf to 
our conſideration. When his juſtice was offend- 
ed at the tranſgreſſion of his holy law, his love 
contrived how to get glory to every divine attri- 
bute, by pardoning and faving the tranſgreſſor. 
He had provided the covenant of grace, in which 
Was 
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was the richeſt diſplay of his infinite i In 
this covenant he glories. .. He ſets it forth and 
recommenids it, as the greateſt work of God, and 
has revealed the Old Teſtament and the New 
to demonſtrate to ſinners, that our redeeming 
God is love. When Moſes deſired to ſee his 
glory, he did not refer him to the works of 
creation, or to the inſtances Which he had ſeen | 
of his almighty power; but he ſent him to the 
mercies of redemption, in which he might have 
the ſtrongeſt evidences of God's glory. He 
proclaimed himſelf as the Old Teſtament God, 
under the ſtile and title of —* The Lord, the 
5 Lord God, merciful and graciqus, long ſuffer- | 
ing, and abundant in goodneſs, and truth, 
“keeping mercy | for thouſands, forgiving ini- 
"S 197 7 and tranſgreſſion and fin.” (Exod, xxxiv. 
* This deſeription was fulfilled, when the 
brightheſs of divine glory was revealed in the 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. When he came into the 
world to ſave men from their ſins, then his diſ- 
ciples beheld his glory, and believed that Gd 
was love: then they ſaw the completion of what 


was written in all the ſcriptures, more eſpecially "OT 


in the Song of Songs, concerning the greatneſs of 
e love: for though all ſcripture treats 
| largely 91 it, yet this is an entire treatiſe upon 
the ſubject. It contains a lively deſcription of 
the perfe love which our redeeming Gad has 


for 8 linners, and of the grateful affection | | 
. | Rp | which | 
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| . tics bis love ſtirs up in them. He relates 


What graces and bleſſings he would beſtow upon 


them, and they expreſs. their happineſs in the 
enjoyment of his graces and. bleſſings. He finds 
them black and deformed ſinners, and he preſents | 


them fair and without ſpot i in the fight of God, 


and they, knowing him to be their beloved and / 


their friend, ſee him altogether lovely. Upon 


tis ſubject they diſcourſe, ſetting forth the Wir 


pineſs of their mutual love. 
The Jews call this book The Holy of Holies,” 
3 ſoit is to every one, who has the love of God 


ſhed abroad in his heart. Here be converſes 5 
with the moſt holy perſons and things, and has a 


foretaſte of thoſe pleaſures which are at God's 


"right-hand for evermore. But here the carnal 
and unregenerate man reads at the peril of his 


_ own ſoul. He enters as it were into the holy of 


holies, which was death by the law. 1 le is ig⸗ 
norant of God's being in this place. He puts 5 


not off his ſhoe, although it be holy ground. He 


puts not off concerning his former converſation 
the old man, Who is corrupt according to the 


deceitful luſts, and who neither does underſtand 
the things of God treated. of- in this book, nor 


can underſtand them for want of a ſpiritual diſ- 


cernment. He cannot know them, ſays the word 
of truth, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned ; 
and therefore. if he meddle with them he muſt 
men >Nane. : them. The more ſacred they are, the 
| more 
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more contrary are they to his nature? The more 


| _ wholſeſome they are to the ſpiritual man, the 
more poiſon will the natural man extract from 


them; and that which is a ſavour of life, ee 77 


to him a favour of death, _ 
Away then ye prophane. Come not near to 


the holy of holies, nor preſume to look into it, 


left ye die. You are no more fit to read this 


book, than you are to partake of the ſacred ele - 


ments at the Lord's table. With your carnal 
_ unregenerate heart you will read the one, and 


Partake of the other to your greater condemna- 
tion, Oh keep back then, and preſume not to 


look into, or to judge of the ſacred myſteries of 
this divine ſong. But if you will venture to read 
it, and to ridicule it, remember that it is one of 
the treaſures of divine wiſdom ; and though you 


— 


may level your wit againſt a Song of Solomon's, | 


yet it falls upon the Almighty God who inſpired 
it. And are you arrived at ſuch deſperate wit, 
as to break jeſts upon God, and to make ſport 
with his omnipotence ? Oh fear and tremble for 


yourſelves, leſt while you are ſhooting up your 
arrows, even your bitter words againſt heaven, . 
God ſhould: fend them back upon your own. 


3 heads with a ſwift deſtruction. May his grace 
ſhew you your danger, and diſpoſe you to leave 


your fins; and whenever you are ſtirred up to 
ſeek pardon and peace in Chriſt Jeſus, then you 


will begin to underſtand this book; and when 


7 


N 
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| you have any experience of God's 1668 to you, 
; then you WA find comfort and da in e 


it. 


I Apen ole through God's aſl ſtance to treat of 
ſome parts of it in a practical way, and to make 
dur future conſideration of theſe particular paſ- 
_ ſages more plain and eaſy, I ſhall at preſent lay 
before you a general plan of the book. And 
this we have in the words now read. They are 
the title prefixed to it by its divine author, and 
ſerve as a ſhort comment to explain its principal 
uſe. I ſhall therefore endeavour, 
Firſt, To ſettle the true ſenſe and meaning of 
the words From whence we may gather, 
Secondly, That the ſcope and deſign of this 
Tweet portion of ſcripture is to deſcribe the mu- 
tua] love of Chriſt and his church. 708 
Thirdly, T ſhall bring ſome arguments to pow 
that this is the ſcope and deſign of it. And, 
Laſtly, I will reduce theſe truths to practice, 
and make ſome uſeful inferences from them. 
And Firſt, The words now read are the title, 
which the Holy Spirit prefixed to the book, that 
they might ſerve as a key to open its ſcope and 
deſign. The Song of Songs which is concerning 
Solomon, which treats of Solomon. A ſong in 
the ſcripture uſage of the term, conſiſts in ſetting 
forth the praiſes of God. It is a hymn to his 
honour and glory. The ſpiritual ſongs of ſcrip- 
ture have no other object n, God of love, 
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and no other end but, to raiſe and to YR our 
ideas of bim, and of his works, eſpecially of his 
. works of grace, whereby he brings loſt ſinners to 
an happy ſenſe and ſweet experience of his love. 
St. Paul has given us ſhort, but it is a very full 
comment upon the ſcripture ſongs (Col. iii. 16.) 
Let the word of Chriſt dwell. in you richly i in 
F all wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one 
another in pfalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual 
ke ſongs, ſinging with grace in your hearts unto 
te the Lord.“ Hence we learn the nature of 
theſe ſongs; they are the words of Chriſt, re- 
vealed by him and concerning him, and in them 
we are to teach and to admoniſh one another, to 
the end that the word of Chriſt may dwell in 
us richly in all wiſdom; for they are ſpiritual 
ſongs; and he that ſings them muſt have grace 
in his heart, without this qualification he will 
ſing the ſong of fools; and he muſt alſo ſing * to 
„ the Lord,” to the glory and honour: of es 
holy name. After this apoſtolical rule we may 
explain this ſong. It is the word of Chriſt, re- 
vealed by him, and concerning him, and we are 
to teach and to admonith one another in the 
things of Chriſt out of this ſong. We have the 
apoſtle's command to do it, with, this encourage- 
ment, that the word of Chriſt may dwell in us 
richly. in all wiſdom : for this ſong is of a ſpi- 
ritual nature, treating of ſpiritual perſons and 
things, and cannot be ſung aright unleſs grace 
f | | be 
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be i in the heart, nor will profit, unleſs we have 
an eye to the Lord in every word of it. If we 
look off from him to any lower object, we not 
only loſe ſight of its ſcope and deſign, but we 
alſo form a judgment of it contrary. to the 
judgment of the Holy Spirit, who has exalted 
this above the reſt of the ſcripture ſongs, and 
has dignified it with the high title of“ The 
* Song of Songs.” There are. many divine 
ſongs, but this is by way of eminence above, and 
in copiouſneſs, comprehends them all. It is the 
ſam. and. ſubſtance of them, and the point to 
which they tend. God is the ſubject of every 
ſpiritual ſong, and what can we -find in God 
which calls for louder ſongs of praiſe, than that 
love which is above all his works; which Was 
before them, for it gave them their being, which 
is with them to preſerve it, and will be with them 
to the boundleſs ages of eternity. Surely a 
hymn upon this exalted ſubject deſerves the title 
of © The Song of Songs ;” eſpecially when the 
divine perſon, of whom he treats, is conſidered in 
it under his. moſt amiable character, and ſet forth 
under the ſtile and title of the prince. of Peace; 
for this is the meaning of the word Solomon in 
Hebrew. The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's, 
our tranſlation reads; but the Hebrew particle 
put before Solomon is the ſign not of the genitive, | 


on of the dative caſe, and is frequently rendered 
concerning 


* 
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concerning or touching ſuch a perſon or thing. 
Thus, Ifaiah v. 1. Now will T ſing to my welt 
e beloved a ſong of my beloved, touching his 
«'yineyard. And again, Pſalm xlv. 1.“ I ſpeak 
c of the things which I have made touching the 
« king.“ It is alſo ſeveral times rendered con- 
cerning, as Gen. xix. 21. © I have accepted thee 
« concerning this thing; and in Jer. xlix. it is 


: | frequently tranſlated concerning. In this ſenſe 


it is here uſed. The Song of Songs which is 
concerning Solomon not king Solomon, but the 
prince of peace, Jeſus Chriſt, of whom Solomon 
was a type and figure, as it appears from the 
Ixxiid Pſalm, which has the ſame title with the 
Song. It is inſcribed to Solomon Is concerning 
him, and treats of him; but ſeveral paſſages of 
it can be applied to none but Jeſus the prince of 
Peace, of whom only it could be truly ſaid that 
he had dominion from one end of the earth to 
the other, that all kings ſhould fall down before 
bim, and all nations ſhould ſerve him, that he 
ſhould fave the ſouls of the needy, and ſhould 
redeem their fouls, and that prayer ſhould be 
made unto him continually, and all nations ſhould 

call him bleſſed. Theſe things cannot be ſpoken 


of king Solomon-—but' they are ſtrictly true of 


the prince of peace, Jeſus the Lord of life and 
redeemer of ſinners. Therefore the title of the 
Kxiid Pſalm, has the ſame meaning with the 
title of the * and when the Holy Spirit 
| 0 
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Fe 5 The Song of Songs which is concerning 
"the Lord and giver of peace, he would 
plainly point out to us the principal uſe of this 
ſcripture. It is a treatiſe concerning the God 
. of love, under the character of the prince of 
peace, deſcribing how happy we are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, when we, who ſometimes were far off, are 
made nigh by the blood of Chriſt: for he is our 
eace. And this leads me to conſider, 
Secondly; The ſcope and deſign of this ſweet 
portion of ſcripture. It is to deſcribe the peace, 
which Chriſt has given to the faithful ſoul, and 
ſets forth the happineſs of the ſoul in the enjoy- 
ment of it. Chriſtian peace is the fruit of that 
love which the Holy Spirit has maniteſted to 
ſinners, and flows from a ſenſe of their recon- 
ciliation with God through Jeſus Chriſt their 
Lord, of which the apoſtle thus ſpeaks : © Being 
« juſtified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and rejoice 
« in hope: of the glory of God.” And when 
we have thus taſted how gracious the Lord is, 
then we cannot but love him, who firſt loved us, 
and the ſenſe of this love fills the mind with 
joy and peace: in this order St. Paul has placed 
theſe graces, © The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
“joy, peace. Our love is by nature placed 
upon a wrong object. Sin alienated our hearts 
from God. Our affections are turned from him, 


and ſeek. 'for PI. in creature-comforts. 
: | And 
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34 So otos's gone. 
And bb daily diſappointed, yet they « con? _ 


__ _ tinue to ſeek it, until the Holy Spirit convince 


them, that they are ſeeking happineſs in a vairt 
' thadow; and diſquieting themſelves in yain. And 
when he has ſhewn them that nevertheleſs they 
may be completely happy in God the Saviour, 
and has ſtirred: them up earneſtly to defire his 
falvation, then he has prepared them to read 
tis divine treatiſe with profit: the ſeope and 
_ defign of which is to ſet befote us Jeſus Chriſt 
as the only excellent find lovely object of our 
affections; and when we by the eye of faith be- 
hold him, and by the power of faith are united to 
him, then we know what the apoſtle meant 
when he hy: „To them that believe Jeſus is 
precious; and we can take up the words of 
the believer in the Song and declare, that he is 
altogether lovely, the chiefeſt among ten thou- 
ſund. And thus every other object will fade 
away in our eſteem; and grow mean and worth- 
leſs in comparifon'sf God our Saviour; whereby 
we ſhall be able to enter into the ſpirit of the 
ſong: We ſhall know ſomething of that ſpiritual | 
fellow ſhip and communion of which it treats: 
for it dwells largely upon the mutual joys, and 
mutual praiſes of Chriſt and the believing ſoul, 
| deſcribing: the complete happineſs which i they i 
have in each other. This is the general plan of 
the book, which is very well expreſſed in the 
argument put before it, in the Bible that was in 


bite tek l e 34 
5 FR in böten Elizabeth's time In this Song, i 


= © Solomon, by moſt ſweet and comfortable alle- 


« gories and parables, deſcribeth the perfect love 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the true Solomon and king of 
_*-Helice, and the faithful of his church, which he 
e hath ſanctifled, and appointed to be his ſpouſe, 
* holy, chaſte, and without reprehenſion. So 
<« that here is declared the ſingular love of the 
4 bridegroom toward the bride, and his great 
« and excellent benefits wherewith he doth en- 
« rich her of his pure bounty and grace, without 
any of her deſervings. Allo the earneſt affee- 
„ tion of the church, which is inflamed with the 
love of Chriſt, deſiring to be more and more 
« joined to him in love, and not to be forſaken 
for any ſpot or blemiſh that is in her.” | 
This was the judgment of our reformers—and 
they were not ſingular in it, as I purpoſe to ſhew*' 
under my third bead, which was, to bring ſome 
arguments to e that this is 8 ſeope and 
deſign of the bock. $3138 7 
The firſt argument, hie 3 occur to 
every ſerious perſon, is the univerſal conſent of 
expoſitors. All the Jewiſh writers ſuppoſe it to 
treat of the ſpiritual union between Chriſt and 
the believer. All Chriſtian writers underſtand; 
it in the ſame ſenſe. And the unanimous: opi- 
nion of all learned and good men ought certainly 
to have great weight with us: for the ſcope and 
| cy of the book. muſt be very plain and clear, 
5101. ſince 
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5 fince there. never was any diſpute about it in * 
church of God. This then being the on i of 
ſenſe, I may. proceed to examine upon what 
prineiples it came to be ſo univerſally received. 
I ſuppoſe men were led to conſider it in this 

light from the eſtabliſhed method of explaining 
Eyptures: 1 Qik is the ſecond, e 1 ſhall 
uſe. 
. The 1 are e ſuited t to man in "x een 
ſtate. While he is here in the body he cannot 
converſe immediately with ſpiritual objects: he 
can only ſee them comparatively, as compared 
to and illuſtrated by material and ſenſible objects. 

The ſeriptures take this method of inſtruction, 
They teach us ſpiritual and heavenly things under 

their expreſſive images of nature. Whoever 

| . conſidered the ſcriptures in this light, could not 

| reſt. in the literal ſenſe of the ſong. He knew 

| that all ſcripture had a ſpiritual ſenſe, and there- 

| fore in reading the Song he would conſider what | 

1 the ſpiritual ſenſe could be, and he could not 

| aeaſily miſtake it, when he. recollected what was 

| 

| 


the one great end and aim of all ſeripture. 
Every part of it Was to lead men to ſome know- 
ledge of Chriſt, which is the third argument 

| _ _ tending to open to us the La and Oe of 
this divine box ri 

Search the 1 fays _ 5 HY do they: 

Ee write, for theſe. are they which teſtify, of me 

= The Song is part of thels: ſcriptures,. and, there- 
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9 fore it . of Chriſt; and what other teſti- 
mony does it bear of him, than in ſetting - forth 
the love which he has for his faithful people ? 
Te teſtimony of Jeſus, ſays St. John, is the 
| ſpirit of prophecy. If you underſtand the pro- 
phetical ſpirit of this book, you will read in it 
the teſtimony of Jeſus : therefore if you don't ſee 
how it bears teſtimony to him, you have no infi 1 
into its prophetical ſpirit. {44 
Again we read, That the holy e e 

« are. able to make a. man wiſe: unto ſalvation, 
« through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus: for all 
« ſcripture is given by _ inſpiration | of God.” 
(2 Tim. iii. 1 5, 16.) From whence I infer, that 
the Song being part of ſcripture, is given by inſpi- 
ration of God, and was therefore given, that it 
might make the man of God wiſe unto ſalvation, 
and this it does by eſtabliſhing. him in the faith, Es 
which i is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Another proof may be taken 3 the xlyth 
8 Pſalm, which is a ſong of loves. The ſubject 
and the manner of the compoſition are the ſame 

with this divine book. - They treat of the love of 
| Chriſt to his church, and after the manner of a 
2] dialogue, and the xlyth Pſalm is applied to 
Chriſt by an infallible interpreter. St. Paul in 
the. iſt of the Hebrews and the 8th verſe ſays, 
that it was written of God the Son: from 
whence we may conclude, that the Song being 
upon the ſame ſubject, and drawn up in the 
Vor. „ 8 ſame 
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fans baader treats aſs of the love of. God 8 
os Son to his faithful people. And to confirm the 


5 interpretation of theſe more general proofs, 1 


may mention a fourth argument, taken from 
thoſe places of ſeripture wherein Chriſt is ſpoken 
of in the very terms uſed in the Song. The 
ſcripture often ſpeaks of him under the character 
of the bridegroom. In the 25th of St. Matthew 
we have the parable of the ten virgins who went 


out to meet the bridegroom, who in the 13th | 


verſe is called the ſon of man. In the $th of the 
Epheſians, St. Paul is treating of the love and 
5 union between huſbands and wives, and in the 
Za verſe he ſays, © This is a great myſtery, but 
1 ſpeak concerning Chriſt and his church,” 
in the ſame manner, and with the fame expreſ- 
fions, Which are uſed in the Song, and which are 
carried on through the New Teſtament : for - 
thus we read in one of the laſt ſcenes of the Re- 


_ velation of St. John, that the multitude of the 


| heavenly hoſt cried aloud as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, ſaying, Hallelujah, for the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth, let us be glad and 
rejoice and give honour unto him: for the mar- 
riage of the lamb is come, and his wife hath 

made -herſelf ready. And in the 21ſt chapter 
St. John informs us who the bride, the Lamb's 
wife is, the church, the Jeruſalem that is above, 
e * gg: robe mother ” us all, even of 
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every one nt us who ſhall be ſo a as to be 
called to the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb. =. 

From theſe authorities it appears to me unde- 

: end evident, that it is common in ſeripture 
to ſpeak of Chriſt in the very fame manner that 
he is ſpoken of in the Song; and therefore ſum- 

ming up all theſe arguments together, conſider- 
ing that the expoſitors, Jews, and Chriſtians, are 
agreed about the plan and deſign of it, and that 
the received ſenſe is agreeable to the general rule 
for interpreting ſcripture, and is founded upon 

clear reaſoning from many particular paſſages, ' 
and more eſpecially from thoſe paſſages wherein 
expreſs mention is made of Chriſt's love to the 
faithful, under the very images uſed to repreſent 
it in the Song, we may certainly from hence 
conclude, that the ſcope and deſign of this fweet 
portion of ſcripture is to ſet forth in the moſt 
lively and affecting manner the mutual joys and 
mutual praiſes of Chriſt and the faithful. 

Having thus far endeavoured to ſettle and 

_ eſtabliſh the principal uſe of this ſacred book, 
I come in the fourth and laſt place to reduce _ 

what has been ſaid into practice, and to 2 | 

fome uſeful inferences from it. | 
The ſong, as you have heard, is of the nature 
of a parable, wherein ſpiritual things are de- 
ſcribed by material. It is one of the offices of 

the wiſdom that is from above, to underſtand a 
parable and the interpretation thereof. I have 

WS endea- 
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endeavoured to give you the interpretation of 


| one of the ſweeteſt of all the divine parables. 


And are there any of you, my brethren, who 
after what has been faid are not yet reconciled 
to this book ? Do you think, that it had better 
have been left out of the ſacred volume ? Con- 
ſider, that your opinion weighs nothing againſt 
the unanimous confent of the church of God, 
and your opinion is founded upon your igno- 
rance of the things of God. If you underſtood 
this book, you could not think meanly of it ; 
but, in order to underftand it, you muſt have 
ſome experience of that love of which it treats— 
Having never taſted of it, you cannot enter into 
the ſpirit of the deſcriptions of it here made by 
Chriſt and by the faithful. Inſtead then of look- 
ing into the book for matter of cenſure, look 
into your own hearts, and beg of God to ſhew 
you how much you ſtand in need of having the 
love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in them; and when- 
ever he enables you to ſay with the apoſtle, 
Jeſus Chriſt loved me and gave himſelf for me, 
then you will taſte and ſee how exceedingly 
ſweet every image and deſcription is in this 
divine Song. 
If you cannot be perſuaded to dere: the love 
of God may be ſhed abroad in your hearts, you 
F: will. entertain a mean opinion of this treatiſe 
upon it. But for the ſake of your dear and im- 
mortal ſoul, ſuffer not yourſelf to ſpeak irreve- 
2 rently 
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rently of it. If God ever revealed AGE to 
man, this is part of his revelation. The holy 
and eternal Spirit, who inſpired all ſcripture, 
ſpake this by his unerring wiſdom. , He is the 
author, and the ſubject is the deep things of 
God. Let not then a diſreſpectful word come. 
out of your mouth againſt it. But if you will 
ſuffer your wit to run into licentiouſneſs, re- 
member that you ridicule this book at the peril 
of your ſoul. Vou are guilty of blaſphemy 
againſt the Moſt High. And how can you think 
it ſafe to jeſt upon the Almighty, and to make 
ſport with his omnipotence? Why will you ſet 
God at defiance, and add freſh fuel to his wrath, 
as if all your other fins would not ſink you deep 
enough into the pit of deſtruction? If you have 
any love left for your eternal intereſt, forbear 
this deſperate wit ; and beg of God to enlighten 
the darkneſs of your underſtanding, that you 
may ſee the ſcope and deſign of this ſacred ſong. 
And to thoſe perſons who deſire this, I make my 
ſecond remark. : 
Lou do not elearly. e the things 
| written in this book, but you defire to com- 
prehend them. If this deſire be from God, it 
will put you upon praying for the experience of 
that love which is here treated of. You may 
poſlibly come at the meaning of ſome things in 
it, but you cannot, know them pratically. nor 


. until you are taught them of God. - 
£14,” N 8 ou 
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You cannot tell what the love of God is, until 
it be ſhed abroad in your heart. No deſcription 
can make you acquainted with it; and there- 
fore look up to God who has it to give. Aſk 
bim out of the riches of his grace to beſtow it 
upon you; and when he gives you the comforta- 
ble ſenſe of! it, then you will have the beſt key to 
open the myſteries of this divine Song. And for 
your encouragement in ſeeking, remember that 
this love is free. Though it be ineſtimable, yet 
it is to be had without money and without price. 
God had no motive to ſhew it to ſinners but his 
own inherent mercy, and he waits for no merit 
or qualification in them: for it is to ſupply the 
1 want of all merit and qualification: and he has 
d begun to beſtow the riches of this free 
8 love upon you, by making you ſenſible of your 
want of it, and by putting you upon ſeeking for 
"6 Wait upon him then in the ways of his or- 
_ dinances, and he will finiſh what he has begun. 
He will enable you to love him, becauſe he firſt 
Ioved you. Aſk this out of a due ſenſe of your a 
unworthineſs, and the Father for the fake of his 
Son will ſhed abroad his love in your hearts by 
the Holy Ghoſt.” And thus he will bring you , 
into the happy number of thoſe believers, to 
whom I make my third and laft inference. © 
You, my. ' chriſtian brethren, 'can read this 
er portion of ſcripture with delight and profit. - 
You OW" it to be true by your own experience. 
1 | Y ou 
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You look upon Jeſus Chriſt in the light here de- 
ſcribed ; for he is your peace, and you find his 
dealings with your ſouls are the very ſame which 
the Song mentions. For what the Song ſays of 
the church in general, muſt he true of every in- 
dividual who is a member of it For the church 
is nothing more than a congregation of believers 
united by faith and by the bond of the ſpirit to 
_ Chriſt the head of the ſpiritual body, and by love 
to one another United to him, as the members 
are to the head, and united to one another as the 
members are in the ſame body. What therefore 
is ſpoken in the Song of the whole church, as 
the ſpouſe of Chriſt, is' true of every particular 
chriſtian. | And what is ſaid of the church is 
briefly this: in the firſt chapter the church ex- 
_ Preſſes. a ſtrong deſire for nearer communion 
with Chriſt, and then there follows ſome de- 
clining of her affection. After this we have her 
recovery, a regaining of her firſt love: and yet 
| ſhe afterwards declines again in her affection, 
her love grows cold, and ſhe falls into a ſtate of 
deſertion. Chriſt. hides his preſence from her 
more than he did in her former coldneſs, and 
this continues, until perceiving Chriſt's conſtant 
affection to her, notwithſtanding her unkind _ 
treatment of him, ſhe recovers, and follows him 
more cloſely, and with a more conſtant love than 
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hefe paſſages agree with the experience of 


ö : : the beſt Chriſtians in the courſe of their own 


lives, and therefore the Song i is not a dark unin- 
telligible book to them. They find it to be an 
experimental treatiſe upon the love of Jeſus 
Chriſt to his people. And all of you, my chriſ- 
tian brethren, underſtand it in this light. You 
have read it with care, praying the holy inſpirer 
of it to enlighten your underſtandings, that you 
might ſee its true ſenſe and ſpiritual meaning; 


and he has opened to you the truth of its de- 
ſoriptions. The Holy Spirit has drawn you to 
Chriſt, and has made you happy in the ſenſe of 
his love, and thus he has given you the beſt 


comment upon the Song. The more he enables 


you to taſte of this love, the more clearly will 


you underſtand the Song. Vou will have the 
greater inſight into it, the nearer acceſs you have 


to the Father, with confidence through the faith 


that is in Chriſt: for what is written concerning 
communion with God muſt certainly be beſt un- 


derſtood by thoſe, who live in cloſe. communion 


with him. This is your privilege. ' Remember 
how great and high it is, and act worthy of it. 
You have fellowſhip with: the Father, and with 


his Son Jeſus Chriſt. The Holy Spirit is the 


bond of this communion, and therefore it is 


called the communion. of the Holy Ghoſt? 
Oh beware then of every thing that would grieve 
„ - 7 Þ . 
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| 0 * him. 2 his is an holy office, entirely 
relating to holineſs, nothing can diſpleaſe this 
Holy Spirit ſo much as ſin. He is of purer eyes 
than to behold the leaſt iniquity. ' The leaſt 
thought of fin offends him: for it is ſin that pol- 
lutes his ſacred reſidence, and defiles the tem- 
ple of the heart. Sin makes him withdraw and 
hide the light of his countenance, and with-hold 
the ſweet ſenſe of his comfortable preſence.” Oh 
beware then, as you love your own peace of 
mind, as you love your God and his glory, as 
you love Jeſus | Chriſt and his ſalvation, beware 
of the leaſt approach to ſin. Pray, watch, ſtrive 
againſt it. Reſiſt unto! blood ſtriving againſt. 
fin. Wait upon God in all his ordinances 'to 
get power over it. And the more you are 
dead to fin and alive unto God, the nearer fel. 
lowſhip will you have with the Father, and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and as this fellowſhip 
is the ſubject of the Song, you will therefore 
underſtand it the e — e ee more | 

of its ſweet ness 7457 
My ehiiftinnbbectiven; þ you: . taſted: fi its 
ene Lou know the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord, and if you would have the conſtant 
abiding ſenſe of it, earneſtly beſeech the Holy 
Spirit to keep you from offending him in thought, 
word, and deed. Intreat him to give you grace 
never to grieve him. Stand in awe, and ſin not. 
Sin is your great enemy. N othing makes God 
1 hide 
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* hide his face from you, but fin. All: the PO 
 -* neſs andblindneſfs, and depravity; that are in the 
ſioul concerning the things of God, come from 
fin: from it came all miſery. Oh watch then 
and pray always againſt it. Pray that you may 
be kept from the works of darkneſs, and from 
every error and vice which would cloud the un- 
Aerſtanding, and hinder your reading this por- 
tion of ſcripture with profit. Look up to the 
Spirit of wiſdom, and intreat him to open to you 
= the true ſenſe and meaning of the Song, and to 
ji 2 give you the happy experience and comforts.of 
( its doctrines. And that we may all receive the 
begneſits from it which he intended it ſhould ad- 
miaſiniſter to his people, let us humbly aſk it of him 
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n the words of our church, en hath: {qu wy 
"Wi te pray, ſaying, 1 
Bleſſed Lord, ako haſt aſe all eos W 
<q (and this portion of them in particular 
' which: we have been conſidering) to be written 
for our learning; grant that we may in ſuch wiſe 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly di- 
geſt them, that by patience and comfort of thy 
hol word, we may embrace, and ever hold faſt 
__the blefſed hope of everlaſting: life, which thou 
Haſt given us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. - Amon. 
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CHAP. i. VB: * 


Draw, me, We Will run after ther. 


Tur Saviour of ſinners is God and man i 
in one Chriſt. As God he has all the perfection 
of heaven, and as man he has all the beauties of 
this earth; he has every grace of time, and eve- 
ry bleſſing of eternity, which ought to draw and 
to attract our love. But while men are in their 
natural unregenerate ſtate, they ſee none of his 
perfections and beauties. They behold no form 
nor comelineſs in him, that they ſhould deſire 
him. The world, and the things of it, appear 
more deſireable than he does. The baſe periſh- 


5 


ing joys of ſenſe have the entite pofleſion of _ 


their affections. Sin is more lovely in their eyes - 
than God the Saviour, and they give up their 
hearts to its enjoyments in preference to him 
and his heaven. While they continue to place 
their love on ſuch unworthy objects, they are 
- incapable of judging of this divine ſong = for they 
are not only ſtrangers, but alſo enemies to that 
love, of which it treats; and how then can they 
ſee the beauties of its compoſition, or judge of 
| the juſtneſs of its ſentiments? So long as they 
love wy Gi cannot loye Teſus Chriſt, and there- 


fore 
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fore they cannot love the ſweet deſeriptions i in E 
this poem, which ſet forth the happineſs of lov- 
ing him above all things. But when their eyes 
are opened to ſee the exceeding finfulneſs of 
fin, and their hearts are once drawn from the 
love of ſin; when they have found that it can- 
not make them happy, then they are glad to 
| hear of a Saviour; and when they have taſted of 
7 Bis love, then they begin to underſtand and to 
aA admire the beauties of this divine ſong, and the 
1 they love n the hte beauties do they | 
i 8 find i . 
"i 5 The ſubject of it is the! union en Chriſt 
and the faithful ſoul. In this all the expoſitors 
of feripture, antient and modern, are agreed. It 
is a ſpiritual ſong, compoſed in the manner of a 
dialogue. The ſpeakers are Chriſt, and the be- 
Fever. The inſpirer of it is the Holy and Eter- | 
So: Spirit, who delivered-it-by the mouth of So- 
Iomon. He knew it to be true by his own ex- 
perience, as every believer does to this day. 
After he had left God, he ſought, for happineſs 
1 in the creatures, but was diſappointed. He 
| 1 turned from one object to another, tried the 
Whole circle of worldly enjoyments, and as he 
| pai on he wrote upon each yanity and vexation 
of ſpirit. It pleaſed God to ſhe w him his error, 
and to make uſe of him as a proper perſon to 
warn others, from ſetting their hearts upon any 
ett but * for if Solomon could not find 
happineſs 
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8 happineſs i in the world, kan: can the man do 
that cometh after the king ? ? his is the ſubject 
of the book of Eccleſiaſtes. After Solomon had 

turned from theſe worldly vanities” to ſerye the 
living God, he wrote this divine ſong,” to ſhew 
what true happineſs he had found, and every 
| believer will find, in being united to Chriſt in 
the bonds of love and affection. The Holy Spi- 
rit had drawn his heart from the love of all in- 
ferior objects to God the Redeemer, and had 
given him faith to ſee his own intereſt in what | 
the Redeemer was to do and ſuffer for him. By 
theſe bonds the union was formed and perfected. 

Ihe Holy Spirit on Chriſt's part, and faith on 
the believer's, united them to each other. And 
the believer here deſcribes what happy effects 
fowed to him from this union, and. Chriſt de- 
ſcribes the delight he had in it. The deſcrip- 
tions of their mutual love and happineſs run 
through this ſong of loves. 

The awakened ſoul begins with. exprefſing its 
es to receive ſome ſenſible tokens of Chriſt's 
love in the ſecond verſe, ſetting forth the excel- 
lency of it in the third, and at the ſame time its | 

own utter inability and infufficiency to attain i, 
- unleſs Chriſt would be pleaſed to draw the af- 
fections from all other objects unto himſelf— 
* Draw me,” as it follows in the fourth verſe, : 
and we will run after thee.” Draw me, Lord 
_ Jeſus, 


„ TT oO s $0XG. . 
Jeſus, from! the love of the world; and the 955 
of it; draw me from the love of ſin and ſelf. 
1 feel my bondage, I find that I am a ſlave, and 
am without ſtrength to deliver myſelf. O draw 
me then by the ſweet impulſe of thy good Spirit 
from my bondage and ſlavery. And when thou 
art pleaſed to fet my feet at liberty, then we 
will run after thee; we in the plural number: 
for when the heart is once drawn after Chriſt; 
it commands all the faculties, and they which 
could not ſtir before now run, they which had 


n no ſtrength now run againſt all oppoſition, they 


which were enemies to Chriſt, now run after 
him with joy in the ways of his commandments. 


Draw me by thy grace, and we, every faculty 


of foul and body, will obey, we will follow the 


divine attraction, and thou ſhalt be our God and 


_ king ruling over us, and getting thyſelf glory by 
ſetting up thy kingdom within us. May theſe 
be the defires of all your hearts. While we are 


here met together, may the Lord Jeſus draw * 


| your thoughts from every vain and ſinful object, 5 
and keep them fixed upon this ſubject. Oh that 
he may ſend his good Spirit to open your under- 


ftandings clearly to ſee, and to auenge TO. . 


affections readily to receive, | 
Firſt, The reaſons, which induced the! awake 


ened ſinner to deſire Chriſt would draw him. 
Secondly, The ſeripture method of drawing : 
the foul unto Chriſt. CE bs | 
| | Thirdly, 
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- Thirdly, The certain effects which ws - ; 
on its being drawn. And then, ni 
Fourthly, I will reduce theſe- e to 
writes, and will apply them cloſely, as God | 
ſhall enable me, to . one 8 yours confer 


ences. | ADJ : 
And Firſt, We 8501 not 10h a ak ab 


text for the reaſons which induced the awak- 
ened finner to deſire Chriſt would draw him. 
He found he could not run after Chriſt, unleſs + 
he was drawn: for although God be the foun- 
tain of all good to his creatures, and the God- 
man Chriſt Jeſus be the fountain of all good to 
his ſinful creatures, yet they are not willing to 
go and receive good at his hands. Sin has cor- 
rupted all the faculties of the ſoul, and has 
turned and alienated them from God; inſomuch 
that they leave God to ſeek good in the creature, 
and idolize it by placing their happineſs in it. 
The God. of this world, and his riches, and ho- 

nours, and pleaſures have poſſeſſion of their hearts, 
and the God of heaven, who promiſes them hea» 

venly riches, and honours, and pleaſures, has 
none of their affeQtions: nay, they hate him. 
While they love preſent and ſenſual gratificati- 
ons they are haters of God. They hate him, 
becauſe their ſinful nature is oppoſite to his per- 
| feR holineſs, and becauſe he has forbidden them 
_ theſe gratifications, which they are determined 
to enjoy ; and they hate him the more, becauſe 
„„ | —" IMO 
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heihas: threateried-to- puniſſi them, and <conſci- 
_ ence informs them that they deſerve the threat- 
ened puniſhment. This is the ſtate of all men 
by nature. They are lovers of ſin, and haters of 
ä God, Rom. 1039.0 And until this hatred be 
conquered, how can they come to God with any 

kind of love? Their affections will lead them 

farther from him every ſtep they take, and how 


n 


: - can they return, ae he draw them to him- 
ſelf? If they can but be convinced of the yanity 


1 and emptineſs of all theſe creature - comforts, up- 


on which they have ſet their hearts, and can ſee 
; reaſon. to think that God will be reconciled and 
dove them, notwithſtanding their former oppoſi- 
tion to him, then they will be diſpoſed to ſeek 
his love; but until they be convinced. of theſe 


two. truths. they cannot be drawn to ſeek N 
Tu neſs i in God. , 


This is the. 1 Jodrine of 5 952 
e Lord and maſter thus inſtructs his diſci- 


_ ples, John vi. 44. No man can come unto- 


me, except the Father, which hath ſent me 
* draw him.“ No man, be he ever ſo moral, 
Civil, and learned, let him have ever ſo many 
natural gifts and acquired accompliſhments, can 
come, bas either will or power to come unto me 
for the graces and bleſſings which I have to 
give, unleſs the Father which hath ſent me 
draw him, by the ſweet attraction of his good 
LM 
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8 church teaches the ſame aun in has 


ike. „The condition of man after the -. 


« fall of Adam is ſuch, that he cannot turn and 
cc prepare himſelf by his own natural ſtrength 
« and | good works to faith and calling upon 
* God: wherefore we have no power to:do _ 
good works Pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
« without the grace of God by Chriſt prevent- 
< ing us, that we may have a good will, and 
66 working with us when we aaf that good 
« will.” Here we are taught, that man by his 
fall is turned away from God, and has no ſtrength 
to return, unleſs the grace of Chriſt go before fo 
give him a good will, and then work with him 
when he has that good will. He has no ſtrength 
in any of his faculties : they are all turned from 
God, and the grace of Chriſt alone is able to 
draw them back. again. The underſtanding has 
no light. It is entirely in darkneſs, as to the 
things of God (Eph: iv. 18.) and the eye of the 
mind tan no more enlighten. itſelf,” than the eye 

of the body can enlighten itſelf without light. 
When the firſt ray of grace breaks in upon us, 
it finds us as it did the heathens at the coming 
of Chriſt ſitting in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of 
death. And unleſs the rays of his grace ſhine 
into the underſtanding, it cannot be enlighten- 
ed. Chriſt is the only light of the world. He 
is in the kingdom of grace, what the ſun is 
in nature. Stop the influence of his bright 
„„ D beams, 
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beams, 3 the underſtanding wil never ſee 


| : 5 any reaſon to follow him, nor can the will 
| chooſe him. The will of the natural man is 


_depraved. It has a wrong biaſs, and is di. 
redaly oppoſite to the will ol God, and never 


7 ein defire to be reconciled, unleſs the Holy | 


"But . not the Holy Spirits fl thus drawing 
| it dae our free-will ? By no means: for * 
cannot deſtroy what is not. Fallen man has no 
free will but to ſin; if that may be called free, 
Jes: which i is tied and bound with the chains of 
* fin,” as our church expreſſes it. The ſcrip- 


___ ture. is abſolutely poſitive upon this point, de- 
dlaring (Rom. viii. 7.) © that the carnal mind,” 


the will of our carrupt nature, is enmity againſt 
God: for it is not n to the law of God, 
_ * neither indeed can be,” until it be delivered 
from the bondage and W of fin. It cannot 
be ſubject to the will of God, unleſs his grace 
dcr it to himſelf: for by nature it is drawn to 
mim. the fleſh always luſteth againſt the ſpirit, 


* ſays the ſerĩipture. Fallen man is of his own 


c nature inclined to evil, as our ninth article 


8 teaches. We run faſt enough into evil. We 


want nothing to draw us. Sin ſtrikes upon our - 
nature and catches, like a ſpark upon gun-pow- 
der. [Surely we can all remember with what 
2 tempers we uſed to go to the play- 
houſe, and to the church—how much greater 
ys of js 1 5 4 | oy "IO. 
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55 delight w we Ck in ſpending an evening over the | 


deevil's books, at an innocent game at cards, as 


his children call it, than in reading the word of 
God. — And are there none of you, who now 
find more joy in many things, than you do in 
prayer? Theſe are evident proofs that you are 
ſtill governed by the will of the fleſh, which the 
leripture ſays luſteth always againſt the ſpirit, 
and therefore how can a deſire ever ariſe in it 
after God or the things of God, unleſs Chriſt | 
draw it to himſelf? But the worſt part of our 
corruption conſiſts in the depravity of out affeo- 
tions: for they are alſo governed by the will of 
the fleſh, and are according to the apoſtle to be 
crucified (Gal. v. 24.) „And they that are 
« Chriſt's have crucified the fleſh with the affec- 
« tions and luſts,” And they that are not Chriſt's 
are ſtill under the power of the affections and 
luſts of the fleſh: The heart, which is the com- 
manding faculty, i is in them ſhut againſt God, 
but is open to receive ſin, loves it, dotes upon it, : 
yea is ſo enamoured of it as to prefer its ſhort and 
empty joys to the folid felicity of an eternal hea- 
ven. And what power is able to break theſe 
chains? Who can ſet our hearts at liberty, and 
turn them from fin to righteouſneſs? Who, but 
the ſame God that created our hearts at firſt. He 
alone can draw the affections from the love of 
the wow. and froth the love of fin and ſelf up WW -- 
i | and 2 - HE i... 5 
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the thin gs above, where Chriſt 0 . at e 
MF hand of God. ig 28 „„ 
Upon all theſe accounts it appears, that's man 
is incapable” even of going to Chriſt, and much 
more of running after him, unleſs he be drawn. 
The ſcripture i is expreſs, No man can come 
« unto Chriſt, except the Father draw him.“ 


Our church is clear in her opinion, * Such is 


Bhd the condition of fallen man, that he cannot 
« turn himſelf to God, unleſs the grace of Chriſt 
go before to give him a good will, and then 
. work with him when he has that good will.” 
And this is alſo evident from matter of fact and 
from experience. We find, that all men by na- 


5 ture, inſtead of turning themſelves to Chriſt, who 


is the fountain of every good, turn to ſin which 
is the ſource of every.evil. Among learned and 

i polite nations profeſſing chriſtianity, there is the 
fame ignorance of the things of God, as among 

| .the darkeſt heathens, the ſame depravity of the 
| will, the fame corruption in the heart and the 
be affections: : which are clear and full proofs of 
dur inability ever to go to Chriſt, unleſs he draw 


| us to himſelf. The ſpeaker i in the text ſaw theſe i 


EL proofs i in a ſtrong light. He found his want of 
2 Saviour, and he felt how unable he was to do 
5 any thing towards attaining or meriting the Sa- | 
viour's love ; he was quite helpleſs, and with- 


out ſtrength, cherefore * begs the, grace of 
bogs I | i 5 N 
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Chriſt ul draw him. My 8 are you 
in this ſtate? Do you ſee the reaſons,. which I 
have now laid before you, in à clear and con- 
vincing light? If not, may the ever- bleſſed God 
of whom we are ſpeaking draw you by his grace 
unto himſelf; but if you are convinced, then you 
Will. gladly follow me to the conſideration of the 
ſcripture method of drawing the ſoul to Chrilt, 
and this is the ſecond point upon, which hi was ko 
ens. I: = 
It is evident fallen man wants drawing: to 

1 Chriſt; becauſe the ſcripture has taught us the 
e ſtabliſhed method by which he draws us. The 
ſeveral ſteps of it are there particularly. marked 
cout for our inſtruction, that we might be certain 
how the work of grace advances in our own ſouls. 
The word of God is the outward means of draw- 
ing us. The Holy Spirit applying the word is 
the inward means. Ile begins his application 
by awakening the * ſecure ſinner, and by 
convincing him deeply and thoroughly of his be- 

: ing a ſinful. helpleſs creature. He ſhews him 
how entirely he is departed from God, and how 
unable he is to return, and then he makes him 


deeply ſenſible of his miſery, until he does re- 


turn. By which means the awakened ſinner 
finds his want of a Saviour, and it is the daily 
| prayer of his heart, that he may find pardon and 
peace through the blood of the Lamb of Gd; 
but: at the ſame time he. feels fo much of his cor- 
3 ruptior, 


58 _  g0LOMON's sone. 


ver have ariſen in his heart, unleſs the Holy 
Spirit had begun to draw him unto Chriſt. He 
Who could before boaſt of the light of nature, 
and of the great ſtretch of his reaſoning faculties, 


no finds nothing but blindneſs and darkneſs in 
huis underſtanding. He who uſed to think high- 


Iy of the dignity of human nature, and of man's 


_ reCtitude, and of the moral ſenſe, &c. now ſees 
that his will is by nature inclined to evil, and 
chat our dignity and rectitude, and moral ſenſe, 


ate the mere chimeras of metaphyſical dreamers. 


Now he feels himſelf to be a poor loſt ſinner, 


whoſe heart and affections are ſo far turned from 
God, that unleſs the Holy Spirit create in him a 


new heart he can never return. Being thus con- 
vinced of his ſinfulneſs and miſery, and of his 


ruption, chat he knows theſe prayers could ne- 


a 


own helpleſſneſs to take one ſtep towards his de- 


7 tiverance, he is prepared for the next work of 
grace, which is to draw him and to unite him to 


Chriſt by faith. If the Holy Spirit had never 


3 him of ſin, he would never have found 


any want of a Saviour; and if he had never ſeen 
his gun helpleſſneſs, he would not have ſeen any 


veceſſity for being drawn to Chriſt by his grace; 
but being now convinced that he is both a ſin- 


near and alſo a helpleſs ſinner, the deſires of his 


ſoul are drawn out after God, and he is in a 
| Tight temper to wait upon God, until he be gra- 


Flous. a _ it is the office of the Holy 
„ FE $pirk 


- 
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Spin to keep him waiting in the ways of the 
n until in God's due time he is ſent to 
convince him of righteouſneſs, and to bear wit» 
"al with his ſpirit that the Father has accepted 
him and pardoned him through the merits of his 
beloved Son. Hereby he receives a well ground- 
ed faith in the obedience and ſufferings of Jeſus 
Chriſt. He can ſafely apply the merits of them 


to himſelf, and has great joy and peace in be- 


 lieving that they are imputed unto him for righ- | 


teouſneſs. He has the ſure. witneſs: of this in 
himſelf, even the witneſs of the Holy Spirit, 
bearing teſtimony that Chriſt is his Saviour, and 
that God is his reconciled Father. This ſpirit 
of adoption enables him to cry Abba, Father, 
and to go to God with filial love and confidence. 
He now loves God becauſe he knows that God 
firſt loved him, and thus he is drawn to God by 
the cords of a man, by the bands of love, and 
is ready through grace to give outward evidence 
of the reality of the inward work, by running 
after Chriſt in the way of his commandments. 
Thus the Holy Spirit is the convincer of em ; 


and the convincer of righteouſneſs, and by theſe 5 


two convictions he draws the ſinner and unites 

him unto Chriſt. He ſhews him that he wants a 
Saviour, and then he ſhews him his intereſt in 
the Saviour. He firſt makes him feel that he is 
a loſt ſinner in himſelf, and then that he is ſaved 
by the righteoufneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. This is the 


offnbiiſhad; method, in which the Holy Spirit 
| | draws | 
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_ draws the ſinner: unto the Saviour, and this i is 2 
_ farther proof of its being neceſſary he ſhould: be 


drawn, ſince the ſcripture has informed us both\. 


of the agent by whom, and alſo of the method 
5 by which he is drawn unto Chriſt. * 
My brethren, have you ces this? ? Has 
the Holy Spirit drawn you from the love of fin 
and ſelf? Have you left the world, and all that 
is called great and happy in it to follow Chriſt ? 


8 Is no object more deſirable than he is, in your 


eyes? Can you take up the croſs, and run after 
him with joy, although reproach, ridicule, and 
oppoſition meet you at every ſtep? Examine your 
oven hearts, and try them by the certain effects, 
which follow upon the Holy Spirit's drawing 
the ſoul to Chriſt; and this is the third particular 
in the text. Draw — we will run after 
© thee.” 934 17 5 
The natural man cannot follow. Chriſt ae 
his heart and his affections are in another intereſt. 
He loves to follow the world and its pleaſures. 
And. if he was convinced it was right to follow 
Chriſt, he would meet with many inſuperable 
difficulties, before he could ſet out and run after 
bim. But when the Holy Spirit draws him, he 


5 then removes that unwillingneſs which made 


| the way appear ſo difficult, and when he 
renews the faculties, he then gives them ſtrength 
to overcome every difficulty. By his grace the 
inbred oppoſition is ſubdued. The underſtand- 


Fe. ing 18 — and fees the way clearly ; the 
| | wil 


* 
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- a ” 3" RO it readily; the heart and the affec- 


tions purſue. it- cheerfully, They follow their 


Lord and Saviour, whitherſoever he goeth. They 
run after him with eaſe, in the way that was 
before difficult; with pleaſure in the way, that 


was before painful; and with continuance in the 
way, wherein before they could not take a ſtep. 
When the Holy Spirit has drawn the ſinner to 
Chriſt, and really united him by faith tothe head 


of the myſtical body, he is then a new creature; 


old things are paſſed away, behold all things are 
become new, both in his ſtate and actions. The 
branch of the wild olive tree is grafted in and 


partakes of the root and fatneſs of the good 
olive tree, whereby its nature is changed. There 
is a real and an entire change made, which appears 


evidently to the common obſerver, by the out- 
ward change in a man's life and converſation. 
He acts upon different motives to what he did 
before. He purſues different ends and by dif- 
ferent means. Before he run after the world, 
now. he runs after Chriſt. Chriſt is now become 
all his treaſure, and the heart will be where its 
treaſure is, and where the heart is, the other 
faculties will follow. _ No- oppoſition ſhall dif- 


courage them. Let them be drawn and united 
10 Chriſt, and none of his commandments will 


be grievous. Even ſelf-denial, the hardeſt com- 
mandment will be eaſy. Place the love of Chriſt 
in the heart, and the man who before ſhrunk 

7 from 
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oe and trembled at reproach; is ocz e | 
it. He that was afraid of having his name 
Gs out with contempt; now can rejoice/in being 
deſpiſed for Chriſt's fake. He can give up his 
character; he was once reckoned a learned and 
2 good man, but now he can bear to be called a 
madman and a fool. He takes up his croſs 
daily, and runs on rejoicing. The contempt of 
the world haftens his ſteps. It ſpurs him on. 
It drives him nearer to his Saviour, and makes 
him live in cloſer communion with him. If worldly 
men knew what infinite ſervice they do us by 
their oppoſition, they would alter their behaviour; 
for they are our real friends, though they do not 
intend us any kindneſs. They make us fit looſer 
and freer from the world than we otherwife 
fhonld do, and when we are willing ſome- 
times to take a little reſt, and our love and zeal 
begin to abate ſomething of their ardor, then 
they ſtir us up, and make us mend our pace 
 homewards. © Thus the Holy Spirit cauſes all 
things to work together for our good; even 
outward oppoſition, ſanRified by his grace, helps 
us forward, and enables us to run the faſter after 
_ Chriſt: And I hope there are many of us, who 
can ſay with the Apoſtle, that nothing ſhall 
ſeparate us from our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 
am perſuaded; ſays he, that neither tribu- 
* Jation nor diſtreſs, perſecution, famine, naked- 
« neſs, es or word mall be able to ſeparate 
Fad ys Ig | | * US 
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« us 3 the love of God, which 3 is in Chriſt 
« Jeſus our Lord.” . 
My brethren, if you have been den to 

Chriſt, have theſe effects followed? Are you 
running after him in the ways of his command- 
ments, and running with delight, as after the 
greateſt happineſs you can enjoy in time and 


in eternity ? If this be your ſtate, then in hg 


is this ſcripture fulfilled. May he keep you by 
his almighty grace, -and lead you on ſafely, until 
he draw you up to himſelf, and make you bleſſed 
with him for ever and ever. But if this be not 
your ſtate, then it is incumbent upon me to warn 
you of your guilt, and of your danger, and to 
call upon you by every thing that is dear and 
valuable, to reflect ſeriouſly upon the ſituation 
you are in; and this brings me to the fourth and 
laſt particular upon which I was to ſpeak. While 


1 am applying it as cloſely as God ſhall enable | 


me, Oh may he ſecond my application by his 
grace, and carry it with his effectual working to 
every one of your conſciences. : 

And firſt, in the ſpirit of love, I addroſs _ : 
to thoſe perſons, whoſe affections are not drawn 


out after Chriſt, by the ſweet influence of his 


ſpirit. Although Chriſt has every beauty, every 
perfection in himſelf, and is willing to communi 
cate to us of his fulneſs grace for grace, yet 
alas! few perſons deſire him, and fewer run after 
him. You way eaſily draw them to a play, to a 
. | concert, 
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concert, or to a ball; but to the God of all grace 
and glory, what arguments, what motives. can 
draw them? Propoſe to them a fair opportunity | 
of getting a great fortune, ſhew: them the way 

to honour. and grandeur, their hearts meet the 
__ Propoſal with raptures : but change the diſcourſe, 
and offer to them the ineſtimable riches of Jeſus 
. Chriſt, and the eternal honours and. grandeur 
which: he has to give, they feel no emotion. 
What can be the cauſe of. this ſtrange incon- 
ſiſtency ? Whence is it, that men who love plea- 
ſure, ſhould nevertheleſs be ſo abfurd; as to prefer 
| ſenſual to ſpiritual, and temporal to eternal plea- 
ſures? ? Nay, fo monſtrouſly and wickedly abſurd, 
as to let the love of the world thut out the love 
of that God Who made it, and who will ſoon 
deſtroy it. What can be the reaſon of this? 
but that man is a corrupt fallen creature, de- 
praved in every faculty of ſoul and body, inſo- 
much, that in ſpiritual matters he is as incapable 
of acting aright, as a dead man is of acting at 
all: for he is dead in treſpaſſes and fins. Before 
he can move or ſtir a ſtep, he muſt be awakened, 


and convinced of his own helplefineſs. Then 


he will have reaſon to wait upon God for his 
| help. But if he never finds himſelf ſick, he will 
never ſend for the phyſician. If he be never 
convinced that he cannot go to Chriſt unleſs he 
be drawn, he will never deſire the Holy Spirit 
to draw him. And if any of you be in this 
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caſe,” awake, thou that ſleepeſt in Aesch. ' Oh; | 

| awake---awake-—open thine eyes—and con- 
ſider thy guilt. Whither can ſin draw thee; but 

to hell ? Conſider thy danger, how near thou art 

to it. - Thy heart and affections have never been 
drawn after Chriſt ; but they are ſtill placed'upon 

| thoſe objects, which draw the love of all natural 
men unto themſelves. Either money, or plea- 
ſure, or ambition are their favourite purſuits, ſo 
far as to exclude Jeſus Chriſt, yea the very hun- 
gering or thirſting after him. You have not even 
a defire to experience his Jove. And therefore 
you may be aſſured, that you have no work of 
grace in you. You are ſtill in your natural ſtate. 
At an infinite diſtance from God. You. have 
the guilt of your nature and the guilt of your 
lives to anſwer for at his great tribunal. His holy 
law has already condemned you, and has paſſed | 
fentence upon you, threatening to pour out all 
its curſes upon your guilty heads. The righteous 
judge is bound to ſee them executed-upon you. 

And you know not how ſoon he may call you to 
judgment. Oh may God rouſe up your fears, my 
brethren, and alarm you at the ſight of your 
danger. Shall you, Who fly with eager haſte 
from temporal danger, be eaſy and careleſs, while 
the almighty God is your enemy, and he may 
this moment come and get glory to all his attri- 
butes by your everlaſting deſtrudtion? Can you 
think yourſelves ſecure in this caſe, while there 


is 


. 


I, 66 N | $0LOMON's sene. . 
_ ts only this littte light vapour in your noſtrils be- 

tween you and hell? Lord Jeſus forbid it. If 

© any perſon hear me this day, who came hither 

without any intention to be made uneaſy about 


the ſtate of his ſoul, Oh let him now feel the 


miſery of being ſeparated from thee the fountain 
of good, and draw him to thyſelf, dear Lord, 
now draw his heart, from ſin, and ſatan, from 


the world, and the things of it, that he may 


_ _ follow. me with profit, and be edified and com- 
| forted from what I have to apply, 


- Secondly, To thoſe perſons, whoſe deſires the 


| Holy Spirit has begun to draw unto Chriſt. J 
hope many of you are brought thus far, and can 


truly ſay, Draw me, and we will run after 


« thee.” If you can deſire this ſincerely, then 


the Holy Spirit has already begun to ſet your 


__ Hearts at liberty. Wait upon him, and he will 
enable you to follow Chriſt with delight, whither- 


ever he calleth you. He will let you ſee ſo 


much of your want of Chriſt, and of his all- 
fufficiency to ſupply your wants, that you will 
reſolve to give up all for him. You will ſee 
nothing more worthy of your purſuit, than the 


knowledge of your intereſt in Jeſus. There is 


| - Indeed nothing elſe worth your purſuit: Unleſs 
pou are found in him, God the Father is your 
enemy, as you are a ſinner in yourſelf; but when 

- he ſees you in the Son of his love, a living mem- 
ber of his body, all his bleſſings are yours in 


time 
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time and i in etetnityi;i Oh then be earneſt; be 
unwearied at the throne of grace, until you are 
drawn efſectually to Chriſt, and by faith united 
to him. Whatever keeps you from him, pray 
that it may be removed. And be it ever ſo dear 
an object, a right hand or a right eye, look up to 
him, and he will give grace ſufficient for- you. 
If it be ſin, he is almighty to ſave you from it. 
If it be great fin, his merits and righteouſneſs are 
infinite. If they be many fins, what proportion. 
do they bear to infinity? Are you a poor leſt 
ſinner, did not he come to ſeek and to ſave that 
which was loſt? Are your ſins of a deep die? 
The greateſt have been pardoned. But none 


you think were ever ſo. great as yours. HoWW 


can that be? Is it not written, Jeſus Chriit came 
into the world to ſave ſinners, of whom I, ſays 
Paul, am chief. But ſtill the ſenſe of your great 
unworthineſs fills you with doubts and fears. 
Vou forget that Chriſt is the Saviour of the un- 
worthy; and when he gives you Paul's faith, 
and you can ſay with him, Jeſus Chriſt loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me, then your doubts and 
fears will fly before it. Whatever keeps you 
from cloſing in with Chriſt, is an enemy to your 
ſoul. Pray therefore againſt it. Intreat the 
Holy Spirit to remove it, that you may be drawn 
to the loving Saviour of ſinners, and united to 
him by living faith. And until be produce this 
om in you, ſeek. him diligently i in all his ordi- 


nances. 
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nances. They are the inſtituted means by 9505 
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he draws ſinners to himſelf, and more cloſely 


; unites believers. The word' is the ordinance 
which he chiefly uſes to the awakening of ſinners. 


Glory be to him for that attraftive virtue and 
powerful efficacy which ſtill. accompanies the 
preaching of it. By his bleſſing. it is daily ef- 


fectual to the convincing and converting of care- 
leſs ſinners, and to the building up, and eftabliſh- 


ing of believers. Wait then under it, and look 


Po up to God for the quickening Spirit to enable 
705 to mix faith with what you hear. Be much 


ir prayer. Pray to have your affections drawn 


; from the world, and fixed upon God. Seek his 
preſence in every ordinance, and when you find 
- im in it, he will give you that grace which he 


intended it ſhould convey. And thus perſevere 


in the uſe of the means, until he bring you to 


the end. You ſhall find him whom your ſoul 


ſeeketh. He will draw you to himſelf, and then 


you will be able to run after him to whatever he 


calls you to do, or to ſuffer. I hope there are 


ſeveral of you in this happy condition, and to you, 


my chriſtian brethren, I adi Cs in the 
N and laſt place. heat 13 7.6 40 


"You know the truth of. this 1 "hg your” 


| own experience. Having been convinced that 

you could not come unto Chriſt, except the 
Father had drawn you by his good. Spirit, you 
| N en hi V until he . you faith, and 


1 wat; 


r „ | | united 


 . DISCOURSE 11. 69 


united you to Jeſus Chriſt: Being united to the 
Lord and giver of grace and glory, all things 
are become yours. You are now the ſons of 
God, and your heavenly Father will make all 
things work together for your good. You are 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt: Oh 
remember then your privileges, and walk as 
children and ſons of the moſt high God. Keep 
near to your reconciled Father, and be ever look- 
ing to Jeſus your dear Redeemer, and ſeek to be 
drawn nearer to him daily by waiting upon him 
in his ordinances, that you may have more of his 
life and love. And let the great things he hath 
done for your ſouls be manifeſted by your out- 
ward walking. Shew that you have nearneſs to 
God the Father through the Son of his love, 
and acceſs with confidence through the faith 
that is in him. Let this appear by your living 
upon Chriſt's fulneſs, and receiving from thence 
grace for grace. And the more grace you receive, 
in the ſtrength of it run the faſter after Chriſt for 
more grace. Run in the ways of his command- 
ments. Follow his example. Preſs cloſe after 
him in his ſteps. And be aſſured the cloſer you 
follow him upon earth, the nearer will you come 
to him in heaven. The more you are conformed 
to him in 3 the more ſhall you be like him 
in glory. 
Happy are you, my chriſtian brethren, who 
have been thus drawn to Chriſt, and are thus 
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running after him. Hold on your courſe, deter- 


mined in God's ſtrength not to ſtop upon ac- 


count of what he ſhall either call you to do, or 
to ſuffer. Purſue the way of duty, in which 


Chriſt walked, whatever difficulties you may 


meet with, and fear not but he will give you 
ſtrength to go on conquering and to conquer. 


Whatever his will is concerning you, rely upon 


him, and he will make you more than conque- 


rors. You know where your ſtrength is. God 


is your refuge and ſtrength. Go to him in every 
hour of temptation, and he will give you grace 


ſufficient for you. Aſk and you ſhall have. 
The Father will give whatever you aſk in his 


Son's name. This is your great privilege, and 


God grant you may ever make uſe of it in time 


of need. Let us now uſe it to crave a bleſſing 
upon what we have heard. And the whole of 
this diſcourſe is excellently ſummed" up in the 
collect of our church for this day. 
Grant to us, Lord, we beſeech thee, the 
Spirit to think and do always ſuch things as be 


6 rightful, that we who cannot do any thing that 


is good without thee, may by thee be enabled 
to live according to thy will, though Tefus 


2 Chriſt our Fond Auen. « 


SERMON Ill 
CHAP. i. VER. +: = 
The upright look bes 


Tux firſt part of this verſe has been already 
conſidered. The perſon who ſpeaks it, per- 
ceiving the form and comelineſs of Chriſt, and 
finding a ſweeter favour in his name than in the 
moſt fragrant ointment poured forth, was deſirous ws, 
of cloſe union and ſpiritual fellowſhip with him. 
But being ſenſible of his own helpleſſneſs to come 
to Chriſt, had therefore prayed he might be 
drawn, Draw me and we will run after thee.” 

The prayer was heard, and anſwered. Chriſt 
drew the ſoul by the cords of love unto himſelf, 

and as the following words ſhew, he brought 
it nigh, and gave it free acceſs with confidence 
- through the faith that is in him. He ſhed his 
love abroad i in the heart, which drew it out in 
love to him. The believer found himſelf enriched 
with ſo many graces, and enjoyed fuch ſweet 
communion with Chriſt, that he rejoiced in him 
always, and declared that nothing but fin and ig- 
norance could hinder men from ſeeing and ad- 
miring the excellencies of Jeſus Chriſt. If they 
were not in a fallen corrupt ſtate, they would 
certainly admire and love him: for the upright 


love him. i 


0 
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If you were to aſk the generality of men, who 
call themſelves chriſtians, Whether they loved 
Chriſt? They would anſwer, What do you think 
we don't love our Saviour? Moſt certainly we 
do, for who can help loving him? We are 
taught to pray to him, and to love him from 
our very” infancy, . and we e always haye loyed 
him. 9 
But if you enquire upon what account they 
love Chriſt? What knowledge they have of him | 
and of his ſalvation, and what proof they can giv 8 
of their love to him? They are then at a loſs. 
They can only tell you, that their parents had 
them baptized, and brought them up in the 
church of England, and that they keep conſtant 
; to their church, and have done their duty as well 
46 they could, they never wronged any body, no 
| one 18 without faults, and they have theirs. This 
is the religion of the greateſt part of our peo- 
ple, but how far ſhort is this of the ſeripture cha- 
racter of one that loves Chriſt ? A man may do 
all this, and much more, without one grain of 
love He may practice many duties in his na- 
turar fallen ſtate from feveral other motives than 
a ſenſe of love to Chriſt, and a ſingle eye to his 
glory. Theſe are the chriſtian motives to obedi- 
ence, by which no natural man can be influ- 
enced. The Holy Spirit muſt have convinced 
Him of his fallen ſtate, muſt have raiſed him from 
it, muſt Fave opened His * es to ſee what Jeſus 
55 has 
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has done for his: ſalvation, and muſt have ſhed 
abroad in his heart the love of God, before he 
can come up to the ſeripture character of them 
that love Chriſt: for they are upright who love 
That we may have a clear and full view of 
the doctrine in the text, it t wall be TY to cor 
ae,, ih 6 26 | 
Firſt, What is the rb idea of the word 
upright. 
Secondhy, That man is not upright by na- 
| trans, Un 9 
Thirdly, That he wi . coals upright before 
be can love Chriſt. 8 
Fourthly, That being made upright he will 
ſhew his love to Chriſt Ty GRE] in love; and 
ihne 
Laſt place, I will rk ſome e n 
ences from the whole. And may the Spirit of 
grace accompany and bleſs our meditations 
upon theſe particulars: may he direct our hearts 
into the love of Chriſt, and render what ſhall 
no be ſpoken upon it the means of increaſing 
it in all our ſouls. Under his gnidance let us 
„ oorfiom 
Firſt, What, is the Griptar idea 1 W 
neſs. . 
2 de Hebrew mou which is Fea aten 
upright, is in the plural number. As a verb, it 
is rendered to make ſtraight, Iſaiah xl. 3, 4. to 
& « direct 
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direct in the W 400 Waiah xlv. 13. *and to 
, walk ſtrafght in it, as 1 Sam. vi. 12. % And 
< the kine took the ſtraight way to the way of 
« Bethſhemeſh, and went along the highway, 
0 lowing as they went, and turned not aſide to 
„ the right hand e ko the left.“ This is its 
received ſenſe in the lexicons; and from this 
idea the noun ſubſtantive is uſed for a directory, 
whatever guides in the right way, and the plu- 
ral maſculine denotes thoſe perſons who are in 
the right way, and who walk ſtraight in it, 
whom we properly term upright men, alluding 
to their having been once in a fallen ſtate, and 
having loſt the right way, but being now raiſed 
up they. are > brought into it 9s" and" made 
upri ight. ; | | | 
5 Made TTY 2 1 our 1 e 
abſurd is this expreſſion! What neceſſity is there 
for making us upright? Are we not ſo by na- 
ture? Have not we all a moral reftitude ? Have 
woc not in ourſelves the rule of right, and obli- 
gations to follow it? We are moral agents and 
upright, why then do you talk of TOOL men 
what they already are ?” | Dn 
This is the language of 1 deen, 
-who- would be wife above what is written. 
“ For the ſoul that is lifted up, ſaith God, is 
« not upright in him.“ (Hab. ii. 4.) And yet 
the pride of their hearts loves flattering compli- 
ments, be they ever ſo falſe, and they are fond 
2th = RW. | 
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of being told of the dignity and rectitude of their 
nature, although theſe are mere metaphyſical 
chimeras. They are contrary to matter of fact, 
and to every day's experience, and contrary to 
the expreſs word of God, which proves that man 
is not upright by nature, as I am to ſhew under 
my ſecond head. 

The whole volume of revelation gives us this 
character of mankind, © they have all finned, 
« and come ſhort of the glory of God.” And 
what can be the dignity of a poor loſt ſinner, 
who has robbed God of his glory? And where 
is the rectitude of fallen man, of whom “ there. 
is none righteous, no not one?” The ſerip- 
ture ſtrikes at the very root of our fancied dig- 
nity and rectitude, when it declares (Mich. vii. 2.) 
there is none upright among men,” no not 
one is there in the rectitude of nature, in which 
man was at firſt created: for © God hath made 
« man upright,” ſaith another ſcripture, © but 
they have ſought out many inventions,” ſinful 
as well as fooliſh, which prove that they are not 
upright as they firſt came out of the hand of God. 
And indeed the ſcripture ſpeaks ſo much of the 
fall and corruption of nature, as if it left man 
without any power or ſtrength. to recover him- 
ſelf. The prophet Jeremiah praying to God 
ſays, (X. 23) 0 Lord I know that the way of 
man is not in himſelf: it is not in man that 
* walketh to direct his ſteps.” To which agree 
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the words of the apoſtle (Rom. iii. 9, &c.) .“ We 
e have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, 


ee that they are all under ſin; as it is written, 


te there is none righteous, no not one, there is 
« none that underſtandeth, there is none that 
« ſeeketh after God, they are all gone out of 
the way:“ ſo that there is no uprightneſs in any 


of them. Fallen man is gone out of the right 


way, and he does not underſtand how to return 


into it, nay he does not ſo much as ſeek after 


God, that he may be ſet right. His deſires and 
his affections are turned from God: they are ſet 
upon ſin, as our church expreſſes it in the ninth 


article, © Original fin is the fault and corrup- 


« tion of the nature of every man —— whereby 
% man is very far gone from original righteouſ- 


 *. neſs, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, 
. ſo that the fleſh luſteth always contrary to the 


« ſpirit.” How can man under the guilt of ori- 
ginal fin have any moral rectitude? Can he be 


upright who is very far gone from original righ- 
teouſneſs? Can he be in the right way who is 


very far gone out of it? And how can he be 
inclined to love Chriſt, who by the fault and 
corruption of his nature is always inclined to 
evil? While there is no fear of God before his 
eye how. can there poſſibly be any love of God 
in his heart? The love of Chriſt is abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with the blindneſs and depravity of 


fallen man, who 1 is in loye with fin. Sin and 
; Chriſt 
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Chriſt. are as oppoſite as heaven and hell, to 
which they lead. And as fallen men are in- 
elined to fin, and love it, the fleſh luſting al- 
ways contrary to the ſpirit, conſequently while 
they continue in this ſtate, they cannot love 
Chriſt; for none but the upright, who are raiſed 
from their fallen ſtate, love him. 5 

Men and brethren, examine theſe ee 
Do they appear to you clear and deciſive? Here 
are the expreſs. words of ſcripture, and the de- 
termination of our church upon this very point, 
declaring that man in his natural ſtate is not up- 
right. I would infer from your preſence here 
that you do believe this truth, and if you do, 
may it be a practical belief. Act under the 
ſenſe of it. As you are convinced that you are 
not upright by nature, certainly you will ſeek to 
be made upright, and will therefore gladly fol- 
low me to the third point I was to conſider, viz. 
that you muſt be made ie before Al can 
love Chriſt. 

There is no 8 Fray but what the. 5 
propoſes. You would not go to the law, and 
ſet about keeping it more carefully for the fu- 
ture, in order to recover your rectitude; becauſe 
the law allows of no failing. Upon the firſt 
offence it puts you under the curſe, and con- 
demns you. And as all have ſinned and come 
ſhort of the glory of God, therefore by the works 


of the law ſhall no fleſh be - juſtified in his fight. 
The 


The law is a miniſtration of condemnation, it is 
_ uſeful to'ſhew' finners that they are not upright, 
but it can afford them no hope, neither doth it 
offer them any remedy. It can only ſcourge and 
Wound the conſcience with the ſenſe of tranſ- 
greſſion, and fend the guilty to the goſpel, for 
the recovery of their uprightneſs. And the goſ- 
pet diſcovers to them the rich plan of grace, the 
covenant of the Eternal Three, with the diſtinck 
offices of Lack perſon in the ceconomy of man's 
recovery. The Father's juſtice requires and re- 
ceives, the Son's love pays, the Holy Spirit's 
grace applies, the atonement. The application 
is in the hand of the Spirit Jehovah. It is the 
work of his grace to apply to fallen man the be- 
nefits of the atonement, and to unite him by 
faving faith to Jeſus Chriſt, acne he i is made 
opright: [B20 STOLE BT $45 BY AFR 

The ſcripture has ald down, and all the up- 
right have experienced, the method which the 
Holy Spirit purſues in bringing fallen man into a 
ſtate of uprightneſs. Firſt he ſhews the ſinner 
his guilt and his danger, and lets him ſee that 
he is not upright. When the Holy Ghoſt the 
comforter is come, ſays our Lord, he will con- 
vince the world of ſin. When he comes to the 
natural man, he finds him ſecure and uncon- 
cerned about the ſtate of his ſoul or the pardon 
of his fins : for the whole world lieth afleep, yea 


dead | in treſpaſſes and fins, until awakened and 
| quickened 
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quickened by the power of God's Spirit. He 
that can be heard even by the dead, calls, 
« Awake, thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the 
« dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee life.” This 
awakens and alarms the conſcience. The ſinner 
is made ſenſible of his guilt and condemnation, 
and convinced of his helpleſsneſs, and thus hum- 
bled under the ſenſe of his want of uprightnels, 
he is enabled to follow that diyine teaching, 
which is to convince him where his wants may 
nen ä 
He hears the report of the antes that all 
Gia who are ſenſible of their wants may have 
them ſupplied out of the exceeding (riches of 
Chriſt's grace, who has every thing to give that 
they can ſtand in need of. They may.receive 
out of his fulneſs grace for grace. Are they ig- 
norant of the things of God? He is an'all-wiſe 
prophet to enlighten their underſtandings. - Are 
they under the pollution and guilt of ſin, and 
under the condemnation of the law? He is an 
all meritorious prieſt, whoſe blood can cleanſe 
them from the pollution and guilt of ſin, and by 
whoſe righteouſneſs ſinners are freed from the 
condemnation of the broken law, and ſtand 
accepted in the ſight of the holy God. Are 
they enſlaved and in bondage to their ſpiritual 
enemies? He is an almighty king, who can ſub- 
due in them the dominion of fin. When the 
awakened ſinner hears theſe things out of the 
goſpel, 
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fork; he? aſſents to them as truths, and the 
Holy Spirit draws his deſires out after the ex- 
perience of them. As he is made to feel his 
wants, ſo doth he with for a ſupply from Chriſt's 
fulneſs. He pants with fervent. defire and ear- 
neſt breathings cf ſoul, to know his union with 
Jeſus by faith, and would gladly receive him in 
all his offices, as a king to ſubdue ſin in him, 
as well as a prophet, and a prieſt to free him 
from the guilt and deliver him from the puniſh- 
ment of fin. The Holy Spirit cheriſnes and 
ſtrengthens theſe good deſires, and in his own 
good time he completes them, which, is oe 
third ſtep in the work of experience. | 
He convinces. the awakened ſinner 15 gde 
ouſneſs, by giving him faith to believe that the 
| righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed unto him for 
Juſtification to life. The ſcripture ſays expreſsly, 
that it is his office to convince, men of Tighteouſ- 
neſs, and thereby to give them peace in beliey- 
ing, that God the Father is reconciled unto. them 
through the righteouſneſs of his Son: For 
e being juſtified by faith we have peace with 
« God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” (Rom. 
v. 1.0 And when the mind is at peace with God 
upon account of its being juſtified by faith, then 
it is made upright, and the evidence of Juſtifying 
faith is an upright walking. a He that is in a Juſ- 
tified ſtate is upright, and in conſequence thereof 
bt; 1 Willa in his life and converſation Walk ul 
| rightly, 
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rightly. As he has Fc Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, ſo he walks in him; and deſi ires to live to 
the gl ory of his divine Saviour. He would 
have every thought, and word and work a teſ- 
timony of his gratitude. It is the prayer of his 
heart, that he may walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleaſing, and may ſhew forth the praiſes 
of his God by being” fruitful” in every good 
work: for „this is the love of God, that we 
* keep his commandments, and (to the upright | 
e who keep them out For love) his commandments 
5 are not grievous.” © © PORE 8 
My beloved tee confider theſe things, 
and weigh them attentively. Have you been 
made to ſee the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin ? That 
it has robbed you of your innocence and up- 
rightneſs? ?: That you are thereby expoſed to the 
condemnation of the law, and to the wrath of 
infinite Juſtice | Have you fled for refuge to Je- 
ſus? Do you perceive that he is the end of the 
law for righteouſneſs unto you? And therefore 
knowing yourſelf upright in him, can you fay, 
Chriſt is precious; he hath made me upright, 
therefore I love him; it is the grief of my foul 
to offend him ; it is the greateſt j Joy and delight 
of my heart to live and walk fo as to pleaſe him? 
If you are as yet ſtrangers to this happy Know- 
ledge, deceive yourſelves no longer, do not think 
you have a ſincere love to Chriſt: for you know 
not the 3 of Chriſt's love to you. But if 
stan | you 
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you have been thoroughly humbled, and con- 
> vinced of your loſt helpleſs ſtate, and have re- 
ceived Chriſt and his righteouſneſs. with love, 
joy, and peace, then being made upright, it is 
incumbent upon you to walk uprightly. It is 
your bounden duty to have a heart full of gra- 
titude to God: and it is your priviege and 
happineſs to be able to expreſs your gratitude in 
your life and converſation. In them let it ap- 
pear that you love Chriſt. Let the world ſee it 
in your chriſtian walking, and give them conti - 
nual occaſion to glorify God on your account. 
And this brings me to the fourth particular 1 
was to conſider, namely, that being made up- 
right, you will ew 12805 love to Chriſt 5 Wal 
ing is le ven 0 
When love is in as: 10 46 it will appear out- 
| 4: It will have its proper works. It will 
manifeſt itfelf, like light, and ſpread abroad its 
ſweet influence. Light cannot propagate dark- 
_ neſs, nor can the love of Chriſt produce hatred 
to his will; it is the doctrine of one apoſtle to 
his Coloſſians, chap. ii. 6. * As you have there- 
fore Fe Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk 
« ye in him; and of another apoſtle, «If any 
man faith, he abideth in Chriſt, he ought him- 
« ſelf alſo to walk, even as Chriſt walked.” 
(1 John ii. 6.) He is to prove that he abideth in 
Chriſt by following Chriſt's example, and by 
walking in his ſteps: for as Chriſt has made him 
54 3 e upright, 
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pig he will enable him to walk uprightly, 
becauſe his outward walking is to bring glory 
to God, and good to mankind. The love of 
Chriſt in the heart is that practical love which 
the apoſtle ſays is the fulfilling of the law: for 
it operates in the love of God and in the love of 
our neighbour, and on theſe two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. | | 
The upright man has a lively ſenſe &f God 
the Father's being reconciled to him in Chriſt. 
Without this he could not love God: for a fin- 
ner, conſcious of his having offended God and 
broken his holy law, can never be brought to 
love God until he be convinced that God loves 
him. He may as ſoon love pain and torments, 
as dove an offended God, whoſe almighty juſtice 
is to get itſelf glory by his deſtruction; but 
when he is perſuaded that God is reconciled to 
him, then he has with joy and delight, received 
the word of reconciliation: for * we love him, 
not abſtractedly, or metaphyſically, but experi- 
mentally, becauſe he firſt loved us.“ And 
when the Holy Spirit ſheds abroad the love o. 
God in our hearts, and reveals to them God's 
firſt loving us, then we ſee God in anew light. 
We look upon him as our reconciled Father 
and in this character he appears altogether ami 
able and lovely. Having taſted how good and 
gracious he is, we defire from our hearts to 
pleaſe him, and this defire will certainly operate 
95.1 ein 
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in the two great commandments, the love: of 
God and the love of -ourineighbour. 
The upright man loves God and walks with 
God. Love attracts, and unites, and thereby 
produces communion. The believer has com- 
munion with the Father and the Son by the 
bond of the Spirit; from whence are derived to 
him all the graces and bleſſings of the goſpel, 
| — receives with a thankful heart, and 
ews his gratitude by loving what God loves. 
We know what God loves from his revealed 
will. This is the copy of his mind. And when 
me ſame mind is in us that was in Chriſt, then 
cach of us ſhall be able to ſay, I delight to do 
e thy will, O my God.” The will of the up- 
right man is reconciled to God's will, and there- 
fore the way of the command ments becomes 
| pleaſant. There may be difficulties in it, but 
his love rejoices to overcome them: His ſpiri- 
tual enemies may tempt him out of the way, but 
love Sh him above their temptations. When 
the world tries to ſhare his heart with God, he 
rejefts its offers with ſcorn; for he remembers 
that if any man love the world the love of the 
Father is not in him. Does it offer him plea - 
ſure? His love has found other kind of pleaſure 
than the world has to give, even 3 laid 
up at God's right hand for evermore. Does it 
offer him money? His affections are placed upon 
W riches of Chriſt. There is his | 


heart 
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1 and there is bis treaſure. Does it tempt 
him with honour ? He deſires only the /honour. = | 
that is of God. And thus love arms him againſt 1 
the temptations, which try to make his will act 
differently from God's will. His love being ſin- 
cere he has upright intentions, has a ſtraight view 
of things, ſees them with ua fingle eye, and 
therefore is not eaſily drawn aſide. God's glory 
is his one great end and aim. He has reſpect 
to it in every thing he does, and is as careful of 
avoiding Whatever tends to injure it, as if it were 
wounding the apple of his own eye. And thus 
the upright man ſhews his love to God agreea- 
bly to what is written, If ye love me a my 
commandments.” 1 airs 4 hs F 11 | 
| And his love to God not 5 SME TIN bim . 
do all things, but alſo to ſuffer all things. This 
5 very hard leſſon to fleſh and blood, but love 
makes it eaſy... Every diſciple of Chriſt i is called 
to, follow bim! in the way of ſuffering. . The croſs 
15 0 our portion. Self indeed would be gladly, ex- 
cuſed in the. taking it up, but love to Chriſt ena- 
bles us to deny ſelf, and to take up the croſs 
daily: 0 For love endureth all things.“ (1 Cor. 
XxIIi. 7. * Love can endure the ſharpeſt croſs, 
and chriſtians have rejoiced and been, exceeding 
glad in bearing it. They have had trials of cruel 
mockings and | feourgings, yea moreover of bonds 
and impriſoument—: They were ſtoned, they were 
ſawn” aſunder, were, -tempted, were flain with 
Vor. V. e es N 
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the Geoid. They wandered about in deſerts and 
mountains, in dens and caves of the earth, deſti- 
tute, afflicted, tormented; and yet they were 
| happy under all their ſufferings. Many waters 
eould not quench their love, nor could the 
floods drown it: for they loved not their lives 
unto the death. In the very flames they tri- 
.umphed in their love to Chriſt, and in what- 
ever ſhape death came they rejoiced in it, 
decauſe it would bring them to their be- 
loved Lord and Saviour Jeſus, Chriſt. And 
thank God we have till ſome men of the ſame 
ſpirit, who know in whom they have believed. 
_ Chriſt is dearer to them than life; and if he 
ſhould call them to give proof of it, his ſtrength 
would be perfected in them, and he would enable 
them to ſay with the apoſtle—* Who ſhall ſe- 
4 parate us from the love of Chriſt? Shall tri- 
4 bulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, 
< or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword? - Nay in all 
„ theſe things we are more ar conquerors 
through him that loved us: for I am per- 
<« ſuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
e angels, nor. principalities, nor powers, nor 
: cc things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, 
. nor depth, nor any other creature ſhall be 
able to ſeparate us from the Love of God 
„which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.“ 
And after the upright man has thus learnt to 
do and to ſuffer all things out of love to Chriſt, 
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he wil certifily keep the ſecond great common - 
ment, which is like unto the firſt, and love his 
neighbour as himſelf. There is no brotherly 
love in the natural man. He may talk and write 
about it, but he cannot practice it ſincerely and 
diſintereſtedly : becauſe his views are narrow and 
| ſelfiſh. St. Paul's character of the Romans, 
(chap. i.) is true of all natural men; they had 
every temper that was hateful, and they were 
haters of God and hating one another. But how 
then is brotherly love to be attained? It is from 
above, from whence cometh every good and per- 
fect gift. The apoſtle Paul ſays, we- muſt be 
taught it of God (Theff. iv. 9.) And another 
apoſtle ſays, © Let us love one another, for love 


is of God; and every one that loveth is born 


* of God and knoweth God.” From theſe ſerip- 
tures it 1s evident, that Gcd teaches us brotherly 
love, and when we are born of God, are made 
his adopted children in Chriſt, and know him to 
be our loving Father, then have we that faith 
which worketh by love, to God and to man. 
This working love prays for, and labours to 
ſerve both their ſouls and bodies. It goes about 
doing them good, ſeeking opportunites, and Wil- 
| ingly neglecting none. This is the upright 
man's walking with reſpect to his neighbour. He 
is knit to him in love, and ſhews it by the la- 
bour of love, by doing every kind and good 
office that is in his power. And thus he walks 
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55 in love, as Chriſt -bath loyed him, which i Is the. 
pighelt degree of brotherly love: for it is our 
Lord's new and great commandment, that we 
IC 55 love one e a8 he hath loved 
5. 1 now, de TIER be not good roafon 
for the aſſertion in the text, © The upright love 
s thee?” Can ſinners be ſenſible of Jeſus's 
| having done ſuch great things for them, can they 
experience ſuch a happy work wrought in them 
5 by the Divine Spirit and not love God? ö 
impoſſible. They have been made thoroughly 
ſenſible of their being by nature eſtranged. from 
Sod, and wanderers from the right way, and of 
their having no power in themſelves to return 
into it again. They found that they had no up- 
rightneſs in them: for they loved what God 
hated ; yea they hated God himſelf, becauſe he 
is the juſt avenger of ſin. But upon hearing the 
report of the goſpel, that Chriſt will receive all 
ſinners who, come. unto him, they were ſtirred 
up. to come. And they waited: upon Chriſt, 
until the Holy Spirit brought them good tidings 
2 great joy. He ſhed abroad the love of God 
in their hearts, bearing teſtimony with their 
Spirits, that God was their reconciled Father, 
and they were his adopted children in Chriſt. 
And being thus made upright before God, in the 
ſtrength of the Lord they walk uprightly.- In 


— ” their. lives and converſations they make the two 
"gi 1 5 commanu- 


* 
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commandments, upon which hang all the law 
| and the prophets, the rule of their actions, 16% 
ing the Lord their God with all their hearts 
and with all their ſouls, and with all their ; 
ſtrength, and their neighbour as - themſelves: | 
And thus they give evidence of their love te 
Chriſt. | This is the doctrine from which in the 
fifth and laſt place 1 am to draw ſome HO. 
inferences. Moe) VI THY 4 MEA. 
And is what you have now heailt- Apes 
my brethren, to your experience? If it be, 
you are ſafe and happy. If it be not, I beſeech 
you ſuffer the word of exhortation. It is an 
awful and a ſolemn word, and may God accom- 
pany it with the effectual working of his power. 
If you were upright, you would love Chriſt, but 
as you do not love him, hear and tremble if you 
have any love left for your poor ſouls— If any 
*: man love not the Lord Jeſus” Chriſt, let him 
« be anathema maranatha.” "Ph Cor. Xvi. 22.) 
Conſider what it is to be under an anathema, 
to be curſed of God curſed by his holy law ; 
and to be finally excommunicated by that ſen- 
tence which is never to be reverſed—* Go ye 
*.curſed into everlaſting fire.” If you make light | 
of this at preſent, yet unleſs you repent; a time 
will come when you will wiſh you had never. 
been born, rather than have died under the ana- 
thema of God. Oh may he now touch the hearts 


6 


1408 
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of theſe 1 men who love not he Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, and may be of his grace and bounty - 


give them to taſte of that love, which paſſeth 
knowledge. May he that heareth prayer hear 


and anſwer, while I am ſpeaking a word to the 


 formaliſt, who has ſomething of the ſhew, but 
no more of the e of divine. lore, than the 


£85 eleſs ſinner. „ 
The Torgatitt is Ne 1 in his 3 


: behaviour—he- attends. regularly upon the ordi- 
: nances goes a great way in out ward matters, 


and has the air and appearance of a chriſtian, If 
you aſłk him whether be loves Chriſt, he is very 
confident he does, and is ſomewhat offended 


that you ſhould ſuſpect his love; but bring it to 
te teſt, of ſcripture and it will not ſtand the tri- 
. al; for the formaliſt not only has not that true 
love of God, of which the ſcripture treats, but 


he is alſo an enemy to it. He is the firſt to cry 


_ out. enthuſiaſm, if he hear, that the love of God 


ariſes from the knowledge of our being reconcil· 


ed to him in Chriſt... It is with him the very 


mark of this new religious madneſs for any man 
to. ſay, that he loves God from a ſenſe of his hav- 


ing freely forgiven him all treſpaſſes. So that 
__ the formaliſt, with all his outward decency and 
= profeſſion, is rather farther from the true love of 


God than the care leſs ſinner: for the one has it 
fs but the other thinks; it enthuſiaſm and mad- 
. | | neſs 


— 
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neſs to Wines to have it. And yet the ſcrip- 
ture is full of this enthuſiaſm. It has thus aſ- 
ſigned the grounds and reaſons of our love to 
God, We love him, becauſe he firſt loved 
og ie bie we are taught, that our love to 
him ariſes from his firſt loving us; but how can 
we know he firſt loves us, unleſs he manifeſt it; 
and ſhed it abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt. And in this way he does manifeſt it. 
He ſends his good Spirit into our hearts to let us 
know that he firſt loves us. Hear ye formaliſts, 
the expreſs teſtimony of God's word: The 
love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts by 
e the Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto us.“ 
(Rom. v. 5.) And until the Holy Ghoſt give 
you this love, be ye ever ſo decent in your out- 
ward walking, you have none of the life and 
power of religion, but are dead in your fins. 
This 'is the opinion of our church concerning 
you : for thus ſhe teaches you to-pray—O Lord, 
who haſt taught us, that all our doings without 
charity (or love) are nothing worth: ſend thy 
Holy Ghoſt and pour into our hearts, that moſt 
excellent gift of charity (or love) the very bond 

of peace and of all virtues, without which who- 
ſoever liveth is counted dead before thee, 8c. 
(Collect for Quinqageſima.) Charity ſignifies 
nothing more than love. And in this collect the 


lane, as well as the epiſtle ta. which it refers, 
it 5 | determine 


* 
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þ . it to be the love of God; ak if you 
0 have not this love poured into your heart by 
| the Holy Ghoſt, let whatſoever elſe be in your 
| heart, you are counted dead before God. Oh 
= that he may bring you out of that dead life- 
= leſs ſtate, in which you are at preſent, and 
L 1 raiſe you up to newneſs of life, and place 
= you 7 among the 5 8 470 Wh love Chriſt. 
=_ And 


x Whatever 0 may 4s; the. iet wel 
love Chriſt. Though other men may ſee no form 


{ nor comelineſs in him that they ſhould deſire him, 
L a yet in their eyes he is altogether lovely. They 
1 love him for making them upright, and they 
(| give evidence of their love by walking uprightly. 

1 5 : His will is theirs. - They love what he loves. 
1 His revealed will is the copy of his mind, and 


= therefore it is the rule of their converſations, 
Being made upright, and the ſame mind being 
= in them that was in Chriſt, there will be the 
= ſame outward walking. They will follow his 
example, and tread in his ſteps: for how can 
their love to Chriſt act againſt its own nature, ſo 
as to hate this will? - Certainly therefore their 
love to him will ſhew itſelf in love to his com- 
mandments. And if a man ſay, I love Chriſt, 
and hateth his commandments, he is a liar, for he 
that loveth not the will of God, how can he love 
God? And this eee have we from 


him, 


* 
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"a that he ho loveth God loveth n com- 
mandments alſo. | 
Is this your ts, my brethren? En- 
quire ſtrictiy, and intreat the Holy Spirit to help 
you in inquiry, whether Chriſt has made you 
upright, and you therefore love him and his com- 
mandments. I have put you upon this enquiry, 
becauſe the ſcripture puts you upon it, and be- 
cauſe there is a general miſtake concerning it. 
The ſcripture has expreſsly mentioned the effeRts, 
which will flow from the love of Chriſt in the 
heart; theſe effects we deſire you to manifeſt in 
your lives. We do not ſend convinced ſinners 
to the law, and tell- them, If ye would enter in-- 
to -life, keep the "commandments. No. We 
ſend them to Chriſt, becauſe they have broken 
the commandments, and they muſt be pardoned, 
and receive juſtification to life from him, before 
they can keep any one commandment well. pleaſ- | 
ing to God: But when the Holy Spirit gives 
them the knowledge of their pardon and juſtifi- 
cation, then they receive a faith that worketh by 
love, a faith that proves itſelf to be from God 
by working in love to what God loves. Theſe 
workings of faith by love to God and man are 
the marks and evidences we deſire to ſee in your 
lives and converfations. We are authoriſed from 
God's word to call upon you for them, not as if 


NT were your e but as the certain 
. effects 
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effects of your being in a ſtate of ſalvation. The 


fun cannot be without ſending out light: ſo love 


cannot be without producing its proper works,— 


works as certainly flowing from it, as light does 
from the ſun. If works flow not out, we are cer- 
tain there j is: no love i in the heart: for there is no 
cauſe, if there be no effects. Fxamine then, I 


beſeech you, the nature of the love which you 


think you have to Chriſt ; ſec if it has the ſorip- 
ture marks of true love. | Happy. i 1s he who look- 
ing into his own breaſt is able to ſay, Lord, 


5 thay, knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that I 


% love thee: whom bave I. in heaven but thee, 


0 and there i is none upon earth. I deſire in com- 


64 pariſon of thee.” My brethren, can you take 
up theſe words, and repeat them with praiſe and 
thankfulneſs? If you can, may you go on re- 


joicing, daily receiving larger meaſures of divine 
loye, and bringing forth richer and riper fruits to 


the glory of God. But if you cannot, do you ſee 


Your, want of love to Chriſt, and are you hunger- 


ing and thirſting after it? If you are, look up 
and aſk it of the God of love. Pray him to be- 
ftow it upon you out of the riches of his free 
grace. And let us all with one heart and one 


voice intreat him in the words of our church to 


give us the experience of what has been now ſaid, 


praying as ſhe hath taught us Oalmighty God, 
18 bg alone canſt order the i wills ard af- 


60 ſectious 


PLE, 15 
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« feftions of ſinful men: grant unto thy people, 
ce that they may love the thing which thou com 
« mandeſt, and deſire that which thou doſt 
« promiſe, that ſo among the ſundry and mani- 
« fold changes of the world, our hearts may 
« ſurely there be fixed where true joys are to 
« be found; uy Jeſus Chriſt our r Lond. 
cc Amen. | 


* 
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| Toll me, 0 thou en my - aber; «where thou 


8 feedeft, where thou makeſt thy flock 10 reft at 1901. 


| THESE words are part of a prayer, which the 
faithful offer up to the great and good ſhepherd. 


He had drawn them to himſelf, had pardoned 


all their wanderings, and had ſhed bis love 


abroad in their hearts, which made them pray 


for his ſupport and defence. They ſtill found 
that they had many wants, for which they ex- 


pected a ſupply out of his fulneſs, and many in- 
firmities, from which they deſired deliverance in 


his ſtrength. His grace was needful every mo- 
ment. That ſpiritual and divine life, which he 
had begun in their ſouls, could not be carried on 
without his continual help. They wanted the 
- bread that cometh down from heaven, and which 

is the life of the ſpirits of men, as much as they 
want the bread which is the life of the body. 


And in time of trouble they wanted divine 
ſtrength. When aſſaulted with powerful temp- 


tations from within and from without, they durſt 


not think of attacking them, and much leſs of 


overcoming ti with the arm of fleſh, but they 
fought 
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8. ought t to be ſtrong i in the Lord and in the pow- 
er of his might. This is the ſubject of the 
words now read ; in which the faithful pray; the 
great and good ſhepherd: to tell them where he 
feeds his flock, and where he ſhelters them from 
the ſcorching heat of the ſun at noon---< Tell 
% me, O thou whom my ſoul loveth, where 
* <« thou feedeſt, e thou makeſt thy flock to 
. « reſt at noon.” Here we have 
Firſt, The amiableneſs of Chriſt's Fn 
"ew? every faithful ſoul can ſay to the good 
ſhepherd, O thou whom my ſoul loveth.“ 
a Secondly, The reaſon aſſigned for lovin 
3 De feedeth his flock like a eee 
And 
8 Thirdly, The: gives / pines comfort and 8 
in the time of great trials, he makes his flock to 
melts in the burning heat at non. And 
Fourthly, He ſaves his flock from the great 
trial of: all. froox det 
And while I am ſpeaking to theſe parties e 
may the Spirit of the living God apply them to 
all your hearts. May he convince you practi- 
cally of the amiableneſs of Chriſt's paſtoral 
office, that you may be able to ſay from your 
own. experience, O thou whom my ſoul lov- 
eth.) Chnſt is the good ſhepherd, and in 
this character he is altogether lovely. It is one 
of the ſweeteſt. relations that he ſtands in to his 


people, and is to them the fulleſt of comfort ʒ 
5 but 
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but then they muſt derive their comfort from 

knowing him to be their ſhepherd, and themſelves 
to be his people and the ſheep of his paſture. 
Without this knowledge, ſpeaking of his Iove- 
lineſs would be like talking in an unknown 
tongue : for what excellency can ſinners ſee in 
him that they ſhould defire him, if they were 
never convinced that they were loſt ſheep, who 
muſt for ever periſh, unleſs the good ſhepherd 
bring them back again into his fold? They ſee 
no form or comelineſs in him, until they begin 
to find their want of him, and therefore when 
5 grace comes, its firſt work is to convince them 

of their wants. The firſt ſtep it ſets them in their 
way to God is to make them ſenſible of their 
having wandered from him. And all of you, 
my brethren, whatever your ſtate may be at pre- 
ſent, had wandered from God. Vou had gone 


every man after the error of his own ways, and 


in the maze of theſe errors you had wandered fo | 
long that you were quite loſt. You could not 
diſcover the way back again to God, or if any 
one was to ſhew it you, you had neither will nor 
power to take one ſtep in it. Sin had impaired, 
yea had deadened the faculties of the ſoul. It 


left the underſtanding in darkneſs, the will cor- 


rupt and always inclined to evil, and the heart 
and affections at enmity with God. In this loſt 
and helpleſs ſtate, and this is the ſtate of every 
2 25 by — you were like ſheep that have 
Fin bes N * wandered 


wandered from the fold. This is a common 
image in ſcripture. Fallen man is there com- 
pared to a loſt ſheep, and this is a juſt and bean- 
tiful picture of him: for ſheep, as you all know, 
are ſimple weak creatures, who have neither 
force to reſiſt their enemies, nor wiſdom to avoid 
them; they want ſagacity to find out the beſt 
paſtures, to defend themſelves from the incle- 
mency of the weather, and to find the way back 
again to the fold after they have once ſtrayed 
from it. There is not a creature in the world 
more helpleſs than a loſt ſheep. - It muſt periſh 
unleſs the ſhepherd ſeck it out and bring it back. 

Now all the ſons of Adam are in this loſt and 
helpleſs condition, and the firſt ſtep towards 
their deliverance is a conviction of their not be- 
ing able to do any thing towards delivering 
themſelves. Whether they be learned or un- 
learned, rich or poor, they are alike wanderers 
from God, and alike unable in their own ſtrength 
to return. It is exceeding difficult to convince 
natural men of this truth, and yet the goſpel 
can do them no good, until they be convinced. 

They muſt ſee, that they are poor loſt ſheep be- 
fore they will ſeek after the ſalvation which the 
great ſhepherd has purchaſed for them ; and be- 
cauſe it was neceſſary they ſhould ſee themſelves 
in this ſtate, God has therefore been pleaſed to 

give them abundant proof of their being in it. 


The e David ſays (FRI cxix. 176.) „ 
« have 


2 


- 


* . sos SONG. 


« „ have. gone: aſtray, like a loft ſheep, ſeek. thy 
« ſexvant. But. leſt, this ſhould be thought his 
own particular caſe, God by the mouth of ant 
other prophet declares that it is the caſe of us 


all. All we. like ſheep. ak gone aſtray, Fe 
0" have. turned every one to his -n way 


_ (Iaiah, liii, 6. } Here all men without exception 


. ſaid to have gone aſtray like ſheep, and 


to have turned from the way of God to their on 
ways, and naturally they are like Joſt, ſheep, 
| helpleſs and unable to return. The people of 
the Jews were certainly in 5 condition: for 
our Lord ſays, he Was ſent. to the loſt ſheep: of 
the houſe of Iſrael, and not to them only, as if 
they alone were loſt; for 6 other ſheep, ſays 
be, “ baye, which. are. not of this. fold, them 
* alſo, I muſt bring,” back, again to. God from 
heir wanderings, therefore they were loſt ſheep 
as well as the Jews, and there ſhall he, one 
fold and one ſhepherd.” e I LEN age: 
If the ſenſe: of theſe 3 was 5 not mee 
- their authority deciſive, 1 might bring more 
proofs, but I hope. theſe are ſufficient. They 
_ muſt be ſatisfactory to the members of our church, 
becauſe this is her eſtabliſhed doctrine both! in her | 
articles and. homilies. The homilies upon the 
miſery of man are written entirely upon this ſub- 
jet, and the tenth article ſays, that ſuch is the 
condition of man after the fall, that he cannot 
tum 6 rene bimſelf to N good, unleſs the 
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grace of Chriſt go * to give him a good will, 
and then work with him, when he has that good 
will. If you never found yourſelf unable to do 
any good unleſs Chriſt ſhould give you both the 
will and the power, you may call yourſelf a mem 
ber of our church, but you are indeed a ſtranger 
to her conſtitution. And though you attend up- 
on her ordinances, and take her words in your 
mouth, yet you deny them in your heart. What 
a mockery is it of God for a man to come to 
church, and upon his bended knees in the pre- 
ſence of an all-ſeeing God to declare (which you 
have all done this day) © Almighty and moiſt 
% merciful father, we have erred and ſtrayed 
« from thy ways like loſt ſheep,” and afterwards 
to confeſs © There is no health in us.” Is not 
this mocking God to his face, if a man does not 
believe, or does not experience what he ſays? 
Let every perſon, who would be thought a mem 
ber of our church, weigh the force of theſe 
words; and if he cannot ſubſcribe to his being a 
wanderer from God, and as unable to return as 
a loſt ſheep, never more let him join with us in 
our church's confeſſion, until he can ſay from his 
heart, that he has erred and ſirayed from God's 
ways, like a loſt ſheep, and has no Lemons 
himſelf, or ſtrength to return. 
It is then a plain matter of fact, that fallen | 
man is in a loſt helpleſs condition. He is in it, 
but the worſt part of his fall conſiſts in his being 
TOS. YV; e inſenſible 
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inſenſible of his danger. He is loſt, but he does 
not know it; he is helpleſs, but his pride gives 
kim high ideas of his own ſtrength. While he 


continues in this finful ſecurity, he ſees no want 
of a ſhepherd; and though he never ſends up 


 . _ .one with or prayer for help, yet the great and 


good ſhepherd: does not forget his own. He is 
Jehovah, the true ſelf - exiſting God, the creator 
of all things viſible and inviſible ; and this al- 
mighty and eternal Being youchſafes. to reveal 
himfelf to his people under the ſweet and ami- 
able character of a ſhepherd. Whatever is love- 
ly in an earthly ſhepherd is to be found ſpiritu- 
ally in our incarnate God. Is it expected of a 
ſhepherd, that if he loſe any of his flock he ſhould 
ſeek diligently until he find it? Is he to ſpare 
no pains, to refuſe no difficulty or danger in 
ſearch of it? Herein we have a beautiful image 
of our Lord's paſtoral lote. He looked down 
from heaven upon the children of men, and ſaw 
them wandering every one after the error of their 
own: ways, he ſaw that deſtruction and miſery 


were in their ways, he faw the enemy of their 


ſouls, like a roaring lion, going about and ſeek- 


* ing whom he might devour. His eye pitied 
them. At the ſight of their loſt and helplefs 


condition the bowels of his tendereſt compaſſion 
were moved. He could not ſee them periſh ; 
and therefore he came down from His eternal 
5 throne, veiled the brightneſs of divine glory un- 
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der a "AE of fleſh, Nenrblewd kinds the 
loweſt abaſement, to be born a ſervant under the 
law, to ſuffer; to die, yea the accurſed death of 
the croſs. To this infinite condeſcenſion he 
ſtooped in order to ſave his loſt ſheep. This he 
expreſsly declares was the gracious purpoſe for 
which he. came into the world: The Son of 
« Man is come to ſeek and to. ſave that which 
. Was loſt. Even they whom he has ſought 
and faved were loſt ' as well as others, and as 
helpleſs as loſt ſheep. They had no deſire, and 
much leſs power to return to God, but were 
pleaſing themſelves with the errors of their own 
ways, when the Lord Jeſus ſtopt them. He 
| called to them, and gave them ears to hear. He 

fpake, and gave them hearts to-obey. He drew 
them to himſelf, and ſaved them with a great 
falvation. And thus he was found of them that 
ſought him not. And whoever thou art, whom 
he has ſought, thou haſt been made to ſee thy 
wanderings. If thou art indeed brought home 
to God, thou haſt been deeply humbled for thy 
turning away from him; and thou art convinced 
that if Jeſus Chriſt had not come down from hea-: 
ven to ſeek thee, thou muſt have been loſt for 
ever and ever.” But now, being ſought out by 
his tender care, and found, thou canſt tell of the 
love of this good ſhepherd, who has not only 
brought thee home to God, but has alſo par- 


done thee, waſhed thee clean in his own blood, 
e + oo 1 and 
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and juſtified thee with bis Mübnbte rightecufneſt. 
Thou art now admitted into his fold, and che 8 
ſenſe of what he has already done for thee will 
enable thee to go to him continually with faith, 
and fay, Tell me, O thou whom my ſoul loveth, 
© where thou feedeſt ; from what I have already 
experienced of thy love, I doubt not but thou 
e weilt feed me with the bread that endureth 
s unto everlaſting life.” And this leads me 
ſecondly to conſider a reaſon here aſſigned for 
loving him, namely, that he en his BOK: like 

| a ſhepherd. „„ 
The earthly 8 is not de to dons back 
| the loſt ſheep, but it is alſo. part of his paſtoral 
office, to provide for its future ſupport. Ile is 
to ſee: that it lack nothing, but is to feed it in 
green paſtures, and to lead it beſide the ſtill 
waters. And herein we have a lively picture of 
our Lord's paſtoral love. When mank ind left 
God and turned into the ways of ſin, they loſt 
that divine ſupport, which is the happineſs of 
the! foul, and they were ſeparated from the 
fountain of life. The apoſtle ſays, they were 
alienated from the life of God. And they had 
no means to recover it, nor indeed any ſenſe of 
tbeir want of it. They were laying dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins, when the Lord Jeſus brought 


it down for us from heaven, and. they are Gill 


in this dead ſtate, when he ſends his good Spirit 
5 hb: to convince them how much they want it, 


and 
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0 ta then freely to beſtow it upon hints : « For 
«the bread of God (that bread which ſupports 
« the life of God in the foul) is he, which 
«cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
-« unto the world.” This is our Lord's account 
of himſelf. Ile came down from heaven to 
give this bread of God unto a world dead in fin, 
and whenever a ſinner receives it of him, then 
- ms begins to live unto God. This bread 1s the 
ſupport received from Chriſt's body and blood, 
from' the merits of his obedience and ſufferings, 
which are applied to the ſinner by the Holy 
Spirit, and made effectual by the reviving ſtreams 
of his grace. And this method of feeding his 
flock is beautifully painted in the 23d Pſalm ; 
the truth of which every believer experiences 
as well as David, and can therefore truly ſay, 
< The Lord is my ſhepherd, therefore can I lack 
* nothing: he ſhall feed me in green paſtures, 
© and ſhall lead me forth beſide the waters of 


comfort. He ſhall convert my ſoul, and lead 


© me in the paths of righteouſneſs for his name's 
«© ſake.” The ſheep of the Lord's paſture lack 
hog for he ſupports them with all things 
that pertain to life and godlineſs ; and when they 
find themſelves thus ſupported, they will be full 
of love to their good ſhepherd, and they will 
love the means, which he has appointed to eon- 

vey nouriſhment to his flock. In theſe means 


W grown in * their love has increafed, 
; and 


8 *; 
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and thei hearts have been more inflamed 1 
pure affection to their divine ſhepherd, and there- 
 - fore, they can always join with. the behevers i in 
the text in deſiring to be led by his grace, to the 
places and means, in which he feeds his flock. 
hed Tell me, © thou whom my ſoul loveth, where 
e thou feedeſt thy ds and the 5 of * f 
« paſture.” 3 
My brethren, c can you join 1 them, 2 fs the 
good ſhepherd altogether lovely in your eyes for 
giving you the bread of God which cometh down 
from heaven? Have you received it from him? 
Do you find it ſtrengthening your hearts, enabling 
you to die more to fin, and to live more to God. 
to get power over inward corruption, and out- 
ward oppoſition. Happy are ye, if this be your 
caſe, for you need not fear his comfort and 


8 rength i in time of great trials and troubles, as 


it follows in the third part of my text, he 
will make his flock to reſt in the ne * | 
at noon. . ; 
The heat of the ſun at noon is in 1 ory 
violent and ſcorching. . The faithful ſhepherd 
will take care to drive his flock during theſe 
ſultry hours to ſome cool ſhade. There he will 
defend them from their enemies : for they are 
weak and defenceleſs themſelves. All the beaſts | 
of prey can with eaſe deyour them, and in hot 
countries where the beaſts of prey abound, the 
ſhepherd 3 is forced to watch his flock i in the * 
0 
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of the night, as well as in the heat of the day; 

for thus we find Jacob deſcribing his care of 
Laban's flock, I was in the day conſumed 
e with heat, and with froſt in the night, and my 


4 ſleep departed from mine eyes.” And in the 7 


_ New. Teſtament we read, that in the depth of 
winter, when -our Lord was born, there were 
ſhepherds in the open field watching over their 
flocks by night. How beautifully is our Lords 
paſtoral care hereby repreſented ? For the ſhep- 
herd of Ifrael never ſlumbers nor ſleeps, watching 
over his flock continually-hight-and day, and he 
ſuffers no enemy to come near to hurt them. 
He himſelf is a ſhadow in the day- time from the 
heat, and a ſafe refuge from the power of all 
their enemies. They have a formidable hoſt to 
contend with. Sin, and ſatan, and the world, 
and the temptations and troubles in it, had taken 
captive the loſt ſheep, and law and juſtice al- 
lowed them to be kept in bondage, until death 
ſhould ſeize upon them, and deliver them over 
to the place of torments, where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched. From theſe 
enemies the Lord Jeſus came to ſave his flock. 
He ſubdued all theſe enemies in his own perſon, 
and does ſubdue them by the grace of his al- 
mighty Spirit in all his people. When he has 
ſought them, and brought them back to God, and 
fed them with the bread of life, then i in the ſtrength ” 


% this bread he enables them to bght againſt 
their 
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their enemies, who are alfo his, and it is js 1 bis 
glory that they get the victory over them. The 
weaker they are, the more does his ſtrength ap- 
pear, which worketh mightily 1 in them and by 
them. And to encourage them to fear nothing 
but fin, he thus exhorts them“ Fear not little 
de fock, for it is your Father” s good pleaſure to 
give you the kingdom” and as it is his good 
pleafure to give you the kingdom itſelf, he will 
. certainly ſppport you in the way to it. You may 
be poor and weak ſheep, but your ſhepherd is the 
Lord God omnipotent. You may have many 
_ inflrmities; but he knqws. them, and is touched 
with the feeling of them. You may have many 
temptations, but he will not ſuffer you to be 
tempted above what he will enable you to bear. 
Your troubles may. be great, but he ſays, “ Fear 
25 © not, for T am with thee, I will. be with thee in 
be trouble, yea, Iwill deliver thee, and bring thee 
455 to honour.” Who can doubt of his paſtoral 
love, that reads this ſweet deſcription of it in 
Ifaiah, He ſhall feed his flock like a ſhepherd, 
1 be ſhall gather the lambs with his arm, and 
es carry them i in his boſom, ang ſhall gently lead 
_ © thoſe that are with young.” In what a tender 
and affecting manner is our Lord's paſtoral love 
here repreſented ? ? He feeds all his flock, ſo that 
they lack nothing. If any of them wander from 
the fold, he gathers them with his arm. Thoſe 


that are with young he leads gently.” And thofe 
that 


that cannot go at all, be carries in his boſoth, and 


Jays near his heart. Oh what a wonderful love 
is this | Certainly there never was greater love, 


except what our Lord ſhewed, when he laid 
down his life for the ſheep. In which inſtance 


of his love he is unrivalled. Other ſhepherds 
may have ſuch care for their flock, as to ſeek the 


| loſt ſheep, to feed them all, to watch over them, 
and to defend them from their enemies, and 


nothing farther is expected of them. But our 


Lord fhewed his greateſt loye, where theirs ends. 
They feed and fatten the flock, that they may 
feed and cloath themſelves with it, They live” _ 
upon the flock ; but he laid down his life for the 
helpleſs loſt ſheep. He died to give them life: 


for the good ſhepherd giveth his life for the 
ſheep ; which leads me to the fourth particular, 


I was to conſider, namely, That Chriſt ſaves his 


flock from the great trial of all, from death. 


The faithful in the text certainly included this 


when they prayed for a reſting place from trials 
and troubles. The raging heat at noon properly 
expreſſes the fharpeſt trial with the laſt enemy, 
When fin and ſatan try their utmoſt efforts, and 


fet the King of terrors to attack and alarm the 
conſcience. And they ſucceed with all natural 
men. To unpardoned ſinners how fearful is 
death. The approach of it is to them the begin- 
ning of endleſs ſorrows. But our Lord's paſtora! 


bore has engaged to deliver the ſheep of his 
| 3 


1 


© / 3 
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n 8 the power and from the Pos of [ 


5 death. And here his divine affection for them 


ſhines forth in a wonderful manner, which EAR + 


no more be deſcribed, than it can be imitateds: 
for if all the holy angels in heaven, and all the 
creatures i in the univerſe, were to lay down their 

| lives to ſave one loſt ſheep, it would be in vain. 
The Lord Jeſus alone was equal to this great 

| work ; for he was God in man united in one 
4 Chriſt, and therefore his death was of ineſtima- 


ble and infinite value. By it he made a full, 


| perfect, and ſufficient facrifice. oblation, and 
fatisfaction for ſin. St. Paul tells the Corinthians, 
| Fes 1 delivered unto you firſt of all that which I 

e alſo received, how that Chriſt died for our fins 

8 according to the ſcriptures.” The {ſcriptures 


- of the Old Teſtament ſhewed in the ſacrifices of 


| the law, that he was to die and to ſhed his blood 
for ſin. One Prophet ſays, that Chriſt ſhould 
ſwallow up death in victory. (Ifaiah xxv. 8.) 


9 them from the power of the grave, [I will re- 
deem them from death: O death, I will be thy 
8 plagues, O grave, I will be thy deſtruction,” 
(Hoſea xiii. 14.) And the New Teſtament ſhews 
how. he fulfilled theſe ſcriptures; by the one 


7 And i in another Chriſt himſelf ſays, 6 ol ranſom - 


 Cacrifice of himſelf he aboliſhed death, ſo that it 


bas no longer any power over the children of God, 
But do not the children of God die as well 


as other men! Yes, It is appointed unto .all 


28 
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"— fie; but death. has no power to 
hurt God's children, and they know, by faith, 
that it has not. Here is their comfort. Each of 
them can ſay with Paul, Jeſus Chriſt loved me 
and gave himſelf for me. By his death I live. 
I know him, and the power of his reſurrection: 
for I have experienced this power raiſing me up 
from the grave of fin to newneſs of life, and 
therefore when I go through the ſhadow of 
death I will fear no evil, for thou my almighty 
ſhepherd ſhalt be there with me, and thy rod * 8 
thy ſtaff ſhall then comfort me. | 
And thus Chriſt has delivered the ſheep of his { 
paſture from the power of death, and thanks be 
to God who gives us the victory over the fear of 
it through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. He came to 
deliver thoſe, who through fear of death had 
been all their life-time ſubje& to bondage. And 
he does deliver them. We ſee many happy 
inſtances of his power to deliver. And if there 
be any of you, my brethren, whoſe hearts tell you 


that you are not delivered, conſider what is | 


the reaſon. Why do you, who call yourſelves 
chriſtians, fear to die? What is there terrible in 
death to a true believer? And yet it is terrible 
to you; if it ſhould come this day, it would 
ſurpriſe you. Nay the very thought of it is painful. 
You put it aſide, and wiſh to forget it. All this 
proves that you have nothing more of chriſtianity 


than the name. You have experienced none of 
the 


8 
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the life and power of it: for your ſins are not 
pardoned. "You fear death, becauſe the ſenſe 
of guilt is not taken out of the conſcience. 
e the ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength 
cc of ſin is the law.“ While ſin ſtings the con- 
ſcience, and the broken law gives ſtrength to ſin, 
ſo that it ſtings the deeper, you muſt fear death. 
And this is the reaſon ſo many people called 
: chriſtians, are afraid to die. They don' t know 
that their ſins are pardoned, and that all the de- 
mands of the law upon them are ſatisfied, by 
their good ſhepherd's laying down his life for 
tem. 7 Nay, they are fo far from knowing this, ; 
that they never defired, and perhaps many of 
N Ne think it preſumption and madneſs to Pre- 
tend to know it. My brethren, if theſe be your 
"thoughts, you may be aſſured, you can never 
meet death with joy, until faith give you a clear 
view of your intereſt in Chriſt : but when it 
enables you to ſee him, obeying, ſuffering, and 
£ dying for your fins, and as your all-prevailing 
interceſſor pleading your cauſe before God, then 


the ſting of death will be taken away. "You 


will have nothing to fear: for then you will 
know, that all things are yours, whether life or 


deͤeeath, or things preſent, or things to come, all 


: are yours, and 17 are it and n 1s 
_ God's: | $1. $65 F | 
If we ſum ups won r together what bas been 


"Raid, it will * that Chriſt i 18 altogether lovely 
in 
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in the er of the ſhepherd and biſhop. of 
our ſouls. What more could be done, than he. 
has done for the ſheep of his paſture ? He has 
brought them. back to God from the error of 
their ways, has ſupported them when they were 
brought back, has defended them in their trials 
and troubles, and has given to them eternal life 
as the purchaſe of his death: Theſe with all 
the other benefits of the goſpel were obtained 
by the good ſhepherd's laying down his life for 
the ſheep, and are now freely beſtowed by his 
grace, and thankfully | received by faith. At 
preſent it is the great privilege of all Chriſt's 
ſheep: to know by faith that they belong to his 
fold, and that they have an intereſt in the bleſſ⸗- 
ings which he has to give. Theſe faith receives 
and enjoys: for we are in poſſeſſion of none of 


them, until they be applied, and it is faith that 


makes the application. When we receiye faith 


from the operation of God, then we know that 


all the benefits which the good ſhepherd has to 
beſtow are ours: for the language of faith is 
this The Lord is my ſhepherd, therefore can 
« T lack nothing. He ſhall feed me in a green 
6 paſture, and ſhall lead me forth beſide the 
. waters of comfort. Yea, though I walk through 
« the valley of the ſhadow.of death, I will fear 
« no evil.” When faith fears no evil, no not 
even death, then hope can reſt itſelf upon, the 


care of the good ſhepherd, and the ſenſe of his 
love 


I 
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love will produce love and grateful beh. 
Thus the graces of the Spirit, faith, hope, and 
jove, are produced in the hearts of all that be- 
5 long to Chriſt's flock, and are the ſheep of his 
paſture. They know their good ſhepherd, and 
are known of him. They know his voice and 
follow him, yea they follow him with joy, whe- 
ther he calls them to do or to ſuffer for his name's 
If any of you think this is not to be clearly 
known, your denial does not prove, that God has 
not Promifed to give this faith, nor that he does 
not give it, but only that he has not given it to 
you ; for the ſcripture has expreſsly promiſed it, 
and it is a certain matter of fact, that God is 
daily fulfilling his promiſes. And when they are 
fulfilled to any perſon, he cannot but know it. 
He had been all his life a loſt ſheep, wandering | 
from God without any deſire to return, does not 
he know, when he began to pray earneſtly, that 
God would heal his wanderings, and bring him 
home again? How: can he poſſibly be ignorant 
of fo great a change in his own mind? When 


huis defires take a new turn, he that ſought for 


: happineſs i in the world, now ſeeks it in Chriſt, 
and has turned his back upon all that worldly 
men call rich and honourable, defiring only the 
riches of grace, and the honours of eternity, how 
can the man himſelf not know this, when every 
body about him ſees it? When God has given 

| | | him 


% 
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him theſe deſires, and he is reſolved by the help 

of divine grace to ſeek until he find by faith, 
that Chriſt is his Saviour and his God, when his 
conſtant diſcourſe is, © Nothing but Chriſt, no- 
* thing but Chriſt,” does not the man know all 
this time what he is ſpeaking and doing? Its 
certain he does, becauſe his neighbours know it, 
and ridicule him for it, and when they cannot 
laugh him out of his religious notions, they leave 
him for an incorrigible enthufiaſt. But if he 
does not leave ſeeking God, God will convince 
him by many undoubted proofs, that he is one 
of the ſheep of Chrift's paſture, God will ena- 
ble him to know, that he is a partaker of all the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes of the 
goſpel, by means of his union with Jeſus Chriſt 
through faith, and he will ſend the ſpirit of 
adoption into his heart, bearing teſtimony with 
his ſpirit, that he is a child of God. This teſti- 
mony cannot poſſibly be a delufion, becauſe it is 
followed by a change, which the Almighty alone 
is able to effect: for being united to Jeſus by 
faith, he is made partaker of a new nature, with 
anew heart, and renewed affections ; he is a new 
creature, the old things of his former ſtate and 
converſation are done away, and behold all 
things are become new. His ſoul is filled with 
love to his God and Saviour, for doing theſe great 
things for him, and ſhew its love by love to his 
commandments. . When all this is done, may 
l | * 


| 
| 
| 
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| 1 the. marr confidently. ſay with the p<." 
The Lord is my ſhepherd, I am one of his 


people, and one of the eh of his Ta 


= ture * 1 i 


Since then 8 may 5 as certain of 
Chriſt s being their ſhepherd, as they were in the 
text, and can truly ſay with them, © Tell me, O 


thou whom my ſoul loveth, where thou feedeſt 
« thy flock, where thou makeſt them to reſt in 


< the raging heat of noon,” I have now brought 


the diſcourſe to the point I aimed at, which was 
to prepare the way for this queſtion, and may 
So d enable you to anſwer it to yourſelves honeſt- 


ly and fairly, © Is Chriſt your ſhepherd?“ Let 


every one of you aſk his own heart, © Is my ul 


under the paſtoral care of this good ſhepherd?” 


| If you know by the marks before laid down, 
that he is yours, and you are the ſheep of his 


paſture, you will love him and ſerve him without 


fear in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all 
the days of your life. But if you know it not, 


or are not ſeeking it, it is incumbent upon me 


to warn you of your guilt, and of your danger. 
You know not as yet that you have any right to 


uſe the words of the text. You cannot ſay to 


the great and good ſhepherd, from a ſenſe of what 


he has done for you, O thou whom my ſoul 


* loyeth.” You know not that he feeds you 
with the bread of God, which endureth unto 
1 everlaſting life, nor that he is your defender in 
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dange r, your refuge in time of uc de your 
ready helper in an hour of temptation, and your 
almighty - ſupporter under perſecution, Nay, . 
perhaps you may think theſe things cannot be 
known. From hence it is certain; that you are 
not at preſent a part of Chriſt's flock, and there- 
fore you have none of the bleſſings or privileges 
which belong to it, no pardon of fin, no ſenſe of 
juſtification to life, you have none of the life 
which Chriſt came to give to finners, no grace, 
no holineſs, no happineſs. God the Father is 
your enemy, his law has condemned you, his 
| Juſtice is concerned to ſee the ſentence of the 
law executed upon you, and the judge himſelf 
has given you an awful deſcription of its execu- 
tion in the xxvth of St. Matthew. Confider 
theſe things, my brethren. Weigh the import- 
ance of them, and ſee whether you have not 
reaſon to look up to the great and good ſhepherd, 
and'to intreat him to bring you back to God 
from the error of your ways. May the Spirit of 
the living "God ſhew you the danger of your 
preſent ſtate, and ſtir up defires in your hearts 
for deliverance. May he enable you to ſeek it as 
his free gift, and in the ways of his ordinances, 
until you experience the ſweet and comfortable 
dostrine in the text, and can join in gratitude 
and praiſe with the Lord's people, and the ſheep 
of his paſture, to whom I ſhall i in 7 7 oy place 
make a ſhort application. ue 
MOL F, = . 
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My dn brethren; you have 88 
the love of the divine ſhepherd, and therefore 
Vou love him, and can with full truſt and confi- 
daence addreſs him in the words of the text, O 
e thou, whom my ſoul loveth.” In the ſenſe of 
this love you are happy. Knowing that the in- 
carnate God ſtands related to you as your all- 
loving ſhepherd, you can caſt all your care upon 
him: for he careth for you. He has engaged, 
and your faith can reſt itſelf upon his promiſes, 
that you ſhall lack nothing. All things are 
yours: for they are in the hand of your kind 
ſhepherd and loving Saviour, who will make 
them all work together for your good. He 
Knows what is beſt for you, and he will give it 
you. And you know it to be beſt ; be it ſick- 
neſs or health, poverty or riches, they are alike 
ſanctified viſitations. You taſte of God's love in 
them, and you love him for them. Nothing 
can hurt you but fin, and you need fear nothing 
but it: for all things but ſin ſhall do you good. 


Out ward trials and troubles ſhall be real bleſſings. 


| They will drive you nearer to Chriſt, and keep 

you in cloſer communion with him, and thereby 

you will not only be a conqueror over them, but 
will alſo make great advances in the. divine life. 
«What ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt, 

« ſays the apoſtle, ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, 

cc or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or 

4 peril, or ſword? Nay, in all theſe things we 
£ cc are 
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n are mere chan b ee een him that 
re Jſoyed us. 2 
Now is not this 4 ſtate greatly to be de red ? 
If ſomething did not blind men's eyes and per- 
vert their judgment, would not they all out of 
ſelf. love ſeek the happy knowledge of their being 
the ſheep of the Lord's paſture, who lack no- 
thing, and who have all manner of things that 
are good? The great ſhepherd and biſhop of 
ſouls watches over them by his almighty power, 
ſuffering nothing to hurt them in their real inte- 
reſt, but ordering all things for their benefit. 
His very judgments upon the wicked are mercies 
to them. And ſince he can thus make outward 
calamities work for their good, what muſt his 
acts of grace and love be? Who can tell, how 
bleſſed the man is whoſe iniquities are forgiven, 
and whoſe ſins are covered? Who has joy and 
peace in believing that he is pardoned and juſti- 
fied, who has the ſpirit of adoption in his heart, 
enabling him to cry, Abba, Father, and abiding 
with him to ſtrengthen, to comfort, and to fanc- 
tify him, ſhedding daily more and more of the 
love of God abroad in his heart, and making him 
fit and meet for glory. Muſt not ſuch a man 
be bleſſed indeed] Can you conceive a_ more 
happy ſtate on this fide of heaven? And do you 
not then deſire it? If you do, O come, taſte, 
and ſee what happineſs this great and good 
open does beſtow, pray to him for the ex- 
1 2 | [4 
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biens of his love and power, and let. us 1 
in calling upon him, and ſaying . c 
O Lord Jeſu Chriſt, the great dere of the . 
| "6a who haſt redeemed them by the blood of 
the everlaſting covenant,. look down upon his 
congregation, and be gracious to thoſe who have 
no deſire to know thee to be the ſhepherd and 
biſhop of their ſouls. |: Shew them their guilt, 
convince them of their danger, and enable them 
with thoſe who are now ſeeking, to wait upon 
thee, until thou bring them into thy fold; and 
there feed them with the . bread. of God, and 
ſupport them in all troubles and trials, until 
death be ſwallowed up in victory. Oh bleſſed 
and adorable Jeſus, give this whole congrega- 
tion the ſweet experience of the doctrine we 
have been conſidering, and although we have all 
been as ſheep going aſtray, yet grant we may 
all return to the ſhepherd and bifhop of our 
Fouls; and be happy with him in time and in 
eternity. So be it, to the honour and glory of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three perſons in 
one Jehovah, to whom be equal praiſe and wor- 
ſhip, now and for ever. Amen and Amen. 


SERMON v. 
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If thou know ot, . O thou . among Women, go 
thy Way forth by the footſteps of the flock, and VANE. 
thy kids befic de the * Shepherds 1 tents. | 


1 


Tursz words are an anſwer' to the SHEr; 
which the believers had offered up in the preced- 
ing verſe. They had taſted of the love of the 
great and good ſhepherd, and knew they be- 
longed to his flock, and therefore they intreated 
him to feed them with the bread of God Give 
us this day our daily bread, and to lead them in 
time of trouble and temptation to a place of re- 
fuge and ſafety. Each of them could thus pray 
for himſelf, Tell me, O thou whom my ſoul 
« loveth, where thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt 
« thy flock to reſt at noon : for why ſhould I be 
as one that turneth aſide by the flocks of thy 
«© companions?” Why ſhould' I be miſled by 
them? If he followed the flocks of theſe com- 
panions he would be turned aſide, and conſe- 
quently they were not true ſincere companions 
of Chriſt," but only in name and pretence. | 
In the words which IT have now read we have 
the ſucceſs of this prayer. They contain a gra- 
cious anſwer from our Lord Jeſus, the great 

| n ſhepherd 
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| ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls. The prayer con- 
ſiſted of two parts, and he makes a reply to each, 
If thau know not, ſays e, O thou faireſt 
* among women, go thy way forth by the foot- 
e ſteps of the flock, there you will find food, 
© and feed thy kids beſide the ſhepherds. tents,” ; 
there you will find ſafety. May his good Spirit 
enlighten all our underſtandings clearly to ſee 
the ſenſe of theſe words, and may he enable us 
to experience the power of them, and if it be 
his good Plopfure: by” means * in en be 
ſpoken. Ge 
. Firſt, In a ſhort 8 upon "Ig wk 
_ Secondly, In the practical wy wt application l 
Ine ef em. A e a n 
Our bleſſed Saviour is the Feenra a ep. ; 
herd of ſouls: His greatneſs makes his! good- 
neſs more'defirable : for he is almighty to give 
whatever he ſees his people want. Whatever 
they aſk of him, he is able and willing to grant 
it: for he is a God hearing prayer. His ears are 
always open to receive, his love is always diſ- 
poſed to anſwer the prayer of faith. So ſoon as 
the faithful in the text had ſent up their peti- 
tions to the great ſhepherd and biſhop. of ſouls, 
the anſwer came down. Yea, he himſelf brought 
it. He that ſpake and all things were made, he 
that commanded, and they ſtill obey his com- 
mandment and hearken unto the voice of his 
| mn ti he! the God and king of heaven and earth 


ſays, 5 
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1 ſays, If thou know not, if thou doſt not clearly 
and fully know, but comeſt to me for direc- 
« tion No aſſiſtance, O thou faireſt among wo- : 
© men.” The foul is here ſpoken of, as the 
as often is under the ſimilitude of a woman, 
and ſaid to be fair, fair even in the eyes of Chriſt, 
the bridegroom of the church. And by what 
means was ſhe made thus lovely in his fight? In 
herſelf ſhe was black and ſinful, and there is no- 
thing ſo filthy and abominable in the ſight of the 
all-pure God, as fin. - He cannot behold the leaſt 
iniquity, and mankind is conceived and born in 
iniquity, and by nature ſubje& to the wrath of 
God, how then can he behold it with approba- 
tion? Not until it be cleanſed from all fin in 
the blood of the Lamb. When it is juſtified by 
his righteouſneſs, and cloathed with his graces, 
then it will be indeed fair and beautiful; yea 
perfect through my comelineſs, which I had put 
upon thee, ſaith the Lord God. When Chriſt 
has thus preſented the ſoul to himſelf not having 
ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but holy and 
without blemiſh, then he ſpeaks to her as perfect 
in beauty, 0 If thou know n6t;' O thou faireſt 
* among women, go thy way forth by the foot- 
« ſteps of the flock.” The great ſhepherd has 
but one flock. Although it confiſts of a great 
multitude, which no man could number, yet 
they have but one ſpirit in them all, but one 
Lord, one faith, and one baptiſm. They are of 
— e 
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one heart, and of one mind; they walk by the 
| ſame rule, and mind the ſame. thing. Though 
part of them be already entered into reſt, and 
others are ſtill in the world, yet they have ſweet 
fellowſhip and communion. with each other in 
the unity of the ſpirit. And e'er long they will 


be all gathered into one place. There will be 


but one fold, and one ſhepherd: for in the diſ- 
penfation of the fulneſs of times God will gather 
together in one all things in Chriſt, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in 

And as the flock is one, ſo is the way. There 
neyer was but one way, in which the Lord's 
flock walked. In the ſame good old way, they 
that are gone before, and we that are following 
after them muſt walk. Many diſputes indeed 
have been raiſed about it by men who are gone 
cout of the way. The philoſophers of Greece 
and Rome ſought by the light of nature, but 
could not find it, and our modern reaſoners are 
ſeeking it by the ſame light, and ſtill miſs it; 
but believers are at no loſs, becauſe their Lord 
| ended all ieee it, when he declared, 
J am the way.” He is the only way, - becauſe 
no. ſinner can come to the Father but by him. 
Vou muſt walk with him in his way, if ever you 
be reconciled. to the Father, and ſee his face 
with joy. And what is it that brings us into his 
way? Faith, the one faith ek. unites the 
oe | believer 
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believer to Chriſt, and which is juſtifying faith; 


becauſe there is no ſaving faith but this. You 


may divide faith into many branches according 
to its ſeveral offices, and may give it ſeveral 
names, but if it be ſaving faith it is that which 
juſtifies, which by uniting us to Chriſt ſets us in 
the right way, and keeps us in it. And this 
faith all believers had under the Old Teſtament 
diſpenſation, as certainly as we have it under 
the New. They proved that they had the one 
faith, by the actings of their faith, as St. Paul 
has taught us at large in the 11th chapter to 
the Hebrews; wherein he ſets before us the 
moſt celebrated perſonages in ſcripture, and 
ſhews what great things their faith enabled them 
to do and to ſuffer, in order to een us ton 
follow the ſteps of their faith. 1 
Some perhaps may enquire, whether the faith 
that juſtified and ſaved them was the ſame that 
we have now: the apoſtle replies that there is 
but one faith, and if theirs was not the one faith, 
how could he propoſe their faith to us, and ex- 
hort us to follow them, looking, as they did, 
unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of faith? Our 
reformers have conſidered the 11th chapter to 
the Hebrews in the ſecond part of their homily 
upon faith, and they ſum it up in theſe: words: 
“This is the chriſtian faith which theſe holy 
men had, and we alſo, ought: to have; And 
MM a they were not named nin men, 
«yet 
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e yet was it a chriſtian faith that they had, for 
they looked for all benefits of God the Father, 
through the merits of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as 
c We now do. This difference is between them 
and us, that they looked when Chriſt ſhould 
„ come; and we be in the time, when he is 
% come: therefore ſaith St. Auguſtine, the time 
«js altered and changed, but not the faith.” 
In effect they and we be all one; we have the 
fame faith that they had, and they the ſame that 
we have, and therefore in the text we are di- 
rected to follow: their faith, and more eſpecially 
the actings of their faith, Go thy way forth by 
C the footſteps of the flock.” + You may ſee in 
what way they walked by the marks and prints 
of their feet, which they have left behind them. 
_ - Obſerve thoſe, and tread" in their ſteps. See 
what great things, how impethble to fleſh and 
blood, their faith enabled them to perform, and 
go and do thou likewiſe. St. Paul has deter- 
mined,” that łhis is the meaning of treading in 
their ſteps, in Rom. iv. 12. where he is ſpeaking 
of Abraham's being the father of all thoſe who 
tread in the ſteps of that faith, which he had, 
being yet uncircumciſed he is the father of all 
thoſe who can tread in the ſteps of bis faith, 
who follow him in the actings of his faith, and 
can give ſuch marks of its ſincerity as he did. 
Try yourſelves then, my brethren, in this 
point; and examine whether you are following 
ä | ” te 
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the footſteps of the flock Jan you tread in the 
ſteps of Abrahams faith? When God called 
Abraham to leave his country and his father's, 
houſe, he obeyed, and he went out not know- - 
ing whither he went: God does call you to leave 
the world, and the things of it, and to ſet your 
affections upon the things above; and can you, 
have you obeyed? Do you live in the world, 
like Abraham, a ſtranger and a pilgrim, know- 
ing that here is not your home, but that you 
have a better country, namely a heavenly, pro- 


vided for you? Can you live upon the promiſes 


of God, as Abraham did, when all things make 
againſt you, and rely with full truſt and confi- 
dence upon the divine faithfulneſs and truth? 
Can you give up the deareſt object of your heart, 
be it an only child, if the God of all grace and 
love ſhould think proper to take it from you? 
Are you thus ſtrong in faith, giving glory to 
God? Can you copy after theſe actings of 
Abraham's faith? If you cannot follow his 
ſteps, conſider what is the reaſon. Do you de- 
ſire it? If you do, have you not the promiſe of 
the ſame grace which Abraham had, to enable 
you to walk by faith and not by ſight? Are not 
all' things poſſible to him that believeth? Wh 
then are you behind Abraham? Oh haſten 
your ſteps, and get to the head of the flock. 
Lets none be before you. Vou have the very 


n . that the father of the faithful had, 
therefore 
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thattaſoje: aa aſide every weight, and the an 
which does ſo eaſily beſet. you, (it is ſin that 
| tops your courſe) and preſs toward the mark, 
for the prize of the wad pen: _ 5080 in 

Chriſt Jefas: 1; 53-4 X 
But — n aa, may 1 
ſhall Imeet with the. footſteps of the flock of 
| Chriſt? Where are there any marks of them to 
be found? That you might not be at a loſs, 
God has been pleaſed to leave a lively and exact 
print of them in the ſcripture. There you have 
an impreſſion of all the footſteps, which you are 
Wee for the word is a lanthorn unto our 
feet, and a light unto our paths, to guide our 
feet into the way of peace, and then to order 
qur ſteps in it. St. Paul, 1 Cor. x. having 
drawn the great outlines of the Jewith hiſtory, 
ſays, That all theſe things happened unto them 
for exarples, and they are written for our 
«.admonition:” And having, Heb. xi. deſcribed. 
the actings of the faith of the Old Teſtament 
ſaints, he applies them to us for our example, 
exhorting us to follow their faith; and he alſo 
propoſes: himſelf for a pattern to the Corinthians, 
die e followers of me, even as I alſo am of 
„ Chriſt“ follow my. ſteps fo. far as I follow 
Chriſt's. In this: light we are to conſider the 
; e netof the flock: Chriſt is at the head, 
and goes before his flock, they follow him and 
tread in his * "_ ve * come after 
1 tread 


/ 
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tread in theirs, following them in the way, 
wherein they followed Chriſt. And all this is 
recorded for our uſe in ſcripture. We are to 
take no ſtep; unleſs we ſee ſome marks of the 
flock's having gone before, and taken that very 
ſtep; and when we are united by faith to Chriſt, 
and under the guidance of his good Spirit, we 
ſhall then ſee directions left in ſeripture, for 
every ſtep we are to take. And thus though it 
be not in man that walketh to direct his ſteps, | 
yet the Lord will hold up our goings in his 
paths that our footſteps ſlip not: for the ſteps of 
a good man are ordered by the Lord, and he 
maketh his way acceptable to himſelf. 
I!mhis is, I think, the ſenſe of the firſt part of 
my text, namely, of treading in the footſteps of 
the flock: the next words have very little diffi- 
culty, and feed thy kids beſide the ſhepherd's 
« tents.” Theſe ſhepherds are the ſervants of 
the Wers! ſhepherd, whoſe. own the ſheep are. 
The miniſters of the Lord who have the care 
and charge of his flock are throughout the ſerip- 
tures called paſtors or ſhepherds. - And their 
_ tents here mentioned are not ſuch tents as earthly 
ſhepherds: pitch, when they are watching their 
Hocks, but certain ſtated fixed dwellings, wherein 
they officiated as ſpiritual paſtors and ſhepherds. 
The original word is not what our tranſlators 
commonly render tents, but another, which al- 
ways ſignifies to dwell or to inhabit, and which 
„ | is 
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of the divine glory in the tabernacle and temple. 
The firſt time it occurs is in the third of Geneſis, 
where the uſe and deſign of the cherubim is 


he © placed,” he dwelt in, or inhabited the che- 
rubim.” We read of God's appearing in the 

moſt holy place of the tabernacle and temple 
over the cherubim ; for which reaſon St. Paul 
calls them the cherubim of glory. And the 
whole tabernacle and temple, ineluding the holy 
as well as the moſt holy place, with all their ſa- 
cred veſſels and apparatus, are generally called 
by the ſame word that is in my text, viz. „the 
« dwelling.” Indeed it is commonly tranſlated 
tabernacle, but it ſignifies the dwelling-place of 
the God of Iſrael, the place where he had put 
his name to dwell there. And accordingly when 
the tabernacle! and temple were reared up, the 
glory of the Lord, that glorious and divine per- 
ſon who was the reality of all their types and 
| ceremonies, came and filled them. And it was 
upon account of his preſence in them, that the 
faithful could ſay, % Lord, I have loved the ha- 

« bitation of thine houſe, and the place where 
« thy glory dwelleth.“ Theſe circumſtances 
may lead us to conſider the dwellings, men- 
. tioned in my text, as places appropriated to a 
religious uſe, dwellings ſacred rather than civil, 
N as the ſhepherds dwelt in, n they were 
| acting 
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acting in lei office as paſtors over the flock of 
Chriſt. In theſe dwellings they reſided in order 
to diſpenſe the word and the ſacraments,” and to 


adminiſter the ordinances to the Lord's people, 


and to the ſheep of his paſture: for here they 
were to feed the kids; the original word is uſed 
for the young of the ſheep as well as of the 
goats; for whom the chief ſhepherd had a parti- 
cular love and tenderneſs. He carries them in 
his boſom. And they lay near the heart of all 
the Lord's faithful paſtors, who watch with the 
greateſt care over the young and weak part of 
their flock, uſing every likely means to preſerve 
and ſtrengthen them, and withal ſtriving much 
for them with God in prayer. No tender pa- 
rent can be more concerned for the health of a 
weak and ſickly child, than they are for the 
weak in the faith. Knowing to what tempta- 
tions they are expoſed, and what difficulties they 
have to encounter, they labour earneſtly to keep 
them near the ſhepherds dwellings, in cloſe at- 
tendance upon the ordinances, for here they will 
be ſafe from danger, and will find food to 
ſtrengthen their hearts, and to enen mem to 
grow in grace. : | 
1 hope it now appears ck what has been 
faid, that the Lord's anſwer is direct and full to 
his people's prayer. They had defired to learn 
where he fed his flock, and where he made them 
reſt i 1n times. of great trials and troubles. He 
replies, 
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replies, with lips full of grace, If thou art at a 
Joſs,, O my beloved, whom I have purchaſed 
with mine own blood, and made fair and lovely 
with mine own righteouſneſs, go thy way forth 
by the footſteps of the flock, ſee in what way 

they have always walked, mark the actings of 
their faith, imitate them, and you will find the 
more you act faith the ſtronger it will grow. If 
temptations are powerful, and troubles many 
and heavy, and the heat of perſecution rages, and 
faith is ready to ſhrink back, and to give way, 
then keep near the ſhepherds dwellings. There 
are the ordinances, upon which in time of danger 
young and weak believers ſhould attend cloſely. 
The more they wait upon. the Lord with the 
paſtors of his-flock, the more food they will get 
for their ſouls, and the greater ſafety and ſtrength 
will they find: for where can the believer hope 
to grow ſtronger in grace than under the 
means of grace? Theſe are the inſtituted 
means of making believers ſtrong i in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might, able to withſtand 
in the evil day, and having done all to ſtand, re- 

_ + fiſting unto blood, ſtriving againſt ſin. 

This is the doctrine of the text, in which there 
are two rules laid down for the conduct of be- 
lievers. At all times they are to tread in the 
footſteps of the: flock, and to follow the act- 
ings of their faith, and in troubleſome times they 

are to 9285 near the — dwellings, that 

TG they 
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they may receive comfort and ſirength from the 
uſe.of- the; ordinances. , Theſe are Chriſt S. o wn 
directions to them that are in the faith, as to 
thoſe perſons, who have never ſeen their want 
of faith and are not ſeeking it, they are not 
concerned in What has been ſaid. They have 
no lot nor ſhare with us in this matter: for how, 
ſhould they follow. the footſteps of the flock, who 
are not yet got into the way in which the flock- 
walks? All men by nature have turned aſide 
from the right way, they have. erred and ſtrayed 
from the ways of God like loſt ſheep, and 
have neither will nor power to turn into it. 
While they are in this ſtate, they don't belong 
to Chriſt's flock, and therefore how ſhould they 
follow the actings of their faith, who themſelves 
have: no faith? My brethren, are any. of you in 
this ſtate ?. Do you know nothing of your having 
received faith from God as his gift, and wrought 
in your heart by the operation of his Spirit? 
Then you ſhould fear and ttemble for your guilt 
and your danger. Conſider your guilt. You - 
have all your ſins, original and actual to anſwer 
for, and before a God who is of purer eyes than 
to behold the leaſt iniquity. Conſider your dan- 
ger. Have you not read, He that believeth 
not ſhall be damned, and are you not afraid 
of damnation? For while your ſins are unpar- 
doned: every ſtep you take tends to hell beneath. 
3 is there between you and it? Think 
Vor. * 1 how 
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how near yo are to it. There is nothing but” 


this thin partition of fleſh, and this little vapour 
- of life, this light air that you-breathe, nothing elſe 
keeps you out of everlaſting burnings. And if 


God was to take away your breath this moment, 


Oh where would your poor ſoul be? Meditate 


on an eternity of torments, and while there is a 


moment left, uſe it, and flee from the wrath to 


come. Flee to Jeſus, the great and good ſhep- 


herd; and try, whether he will not ſave thee, for 
there is ſalyation in none other. If thou art ſen- 
ſible of thy guilt and of thy danger, fear not. 
Apply to him, and he will get himſelf glory in 
bringing thee home to God, and in making thee 
ohn of the ſheep of his paſture. 

Although the directions in the text relate STD 
to the faithful, yet I could not help ſpeaking a 
| word to thoſe who neither have, nor. are ſeeking, 

the true ſaving faith. I pray God to make it 

uſeful to their fouls, and I now come to apply 
tbe firſt rule here laid down. It is an anſwer to 
the prayer of the faithful. They had intreated 
2hriſt to inform them, where he fed his flock; 
his anſwer is, Go thy way forth by the footſteps 
of the flock, ſee in what way they were led and 


ſupported, and what prints and marks they left 


behind them, theſe follow, and you will be car- 
ried ſafe through, as they were. Chriſt himſelf 
is the way, faith ſets believers in it by uniting 


them to Chriſt, the footſteps are the- actings of 
. n 
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faith ceckided; in ſcripture, the great as which 
by faith the ſaints of old were enabled to per- 
form; and theſe things the ſcripture holds out to 
us for our example, and admonition. Now my 
brethren, when you' read of the power of faith 
in former times, do you find it as powerful in you ? 
Faith is the ſame: for there is but one faith, and 
one Lord who gives it, he changeth not, he is the 
ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. His pro- 
miſes are like himſelf, truth itſelf, and unchange- 
able. Why then is not faith as mighty in opera- 
tion as it ever was? Why does it not perform 
the ſame wonders now, which it did formerly? 
In the 11th of the Hebrews, we read of many 
ſignal victories, which the old ſaints obtained by 
the power of faith, and our church ſays (ſecond 
part of the homily upon faith) © St. Paul ſo 
« much extolleth their faith, becauſe we ſhould: - 
« not leſs, but rather more, give ourſelves wholly. 
e unto Chriſt, both in profeſſion and living, now 
« when Chriſt is come, than the old fathers did 
« before his coming. And by all the declarations 
« of St. Paul it is evident, that the true, lively, 
« and Chriſtian faith is no dead, vain, or unfruit- 
« ful thing, but a thing of perfect virtue, of 
* wonderful operation or working, and ſtrength, 
bringing forth all good motions and good 
* works.” When you read of the aQtings of 
faith in former times, try yourſelves, my beloved 


brethren, and ſee whether it has the ſame won- 
1 2 derful 
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derful. 33 and working i in you. Try whe” 
tber you can follow the footſteps of the flock. 
The victories of their faith are marked out for 
your example, can you then with them triumph 


' . _ over all the enemies of faith, over fin and ſatan, 


the world and the fleſh, death and the grave? 
Theſe are the enemies with whom you are to 
fight the good fight of faith; and theſe the 
faithful have defeated. - Their faith conquered 
fin by- apprehending and applying Chrift's righ- 
teouſneſs for pardon and juſtification, and by 
drawing from his fulneſs grace for grace to ſub- 
due the dominion of ſin- And are you growing 
in grace, and ſo ſtrong in faith, that when fin 
puts on its moſt alluring dreſs, you can with 
Joſeph and Moſes, nobly reject its flattering 
pleaſures ?. When the devil throws his fiery darts 
at you, have you the ſhield of faith ready to hold 
up in your defence, againſt which the rage and 
force of his darts is quenched and ſpent, ſo that 
you can ſay with Paul, I have fought the good 
fight, I have finiſhed my courfe, I have kept the 
faith? When the world invites you with its 
riches and honours, can you with Abraham and 
his deſcendants live a wanderer and a ſojourner 
upon earth, knowing that God is your God, and 
that he hath provided for you a city not made 
With hands eternal in the heavens? This is living 
by faith, and not by ſight, and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. Do 
En 7 S 1 ; you 
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you know that the will of the fleſh is enmity to 
the will of God, and therefore can your faith fub- 
mit to ſuffer the will of God, and with Job to bear 
it patientty' 7. In ſhort, can you with Paul rejoice. 
alike in Poverty and riches, i in pleaſure and pain, 
in honour and diſgrace, yea, can you with him 
do all things through Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth 
you? That is a great word—all things I can do 
all things. And yet faith can ſpeak it without 
preſumption : for all things are poſſible to him 
that believeth. It is poſſible with David to fear 
no evil, no, not when you are going through the 
valley and ſhadow of death; yea, faith can with 
the bleſſed Paul give, thanks to God for giving 
it the victory over death RE J eſus Chriſt our 
Lord. | 1 5 

Theſe are ſome of the victories of faith, which 
it has already attained, and which are recorded 
in ſcripture for your imitation. And if you find 
any of them too hard for you, it is not becauſe 
faith has loſt any of its virtue and efficacy, but 
becauſe you don't put faith upon acting. Faith 
is ſtill almighty. Set it to work, and try its 
power, and you will find it can do whatever it 
has done, and why ſhould you doubt of its doing 
what God has promiſed it ſhall do? Surely the 
Lord's hand is not ſhortened. He can ſtill make 
faith as vitorious as it ever was: for he left theſe 
great exploits of faith upon record for your uſe. 


T heſe Mer ac of the "Work were left on pur- 5 
pPoſe 
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| Poſe for your encouragement, that you might ſee 
how poſlible it was to conquer fin and ſatan, the 
world and the fleſh, death and the grave. Theſe 
are your Lord's enemies as well as yours. It is 
for his honour that you ſhould conquer them. 
And he promiſes. you his help, the ſame help 
which he gave to theſe faithful ſoldiers; who 
having fought the good fight of faith now ſtand 
confirmed in bliſs, with crowns of eternal glory 
upon their heads, and palms of victory in their 
hands. Is it not a privilege to be enabled to 
tread in their ſteps? Can there be a greater 
_ privilege? Can there be greater happineſs, than 
to conquer and to be crowned with them? Oh 
diſparage not then your Lord nor his gifts, by 
_ doubting of the power of faith? Fear not, only 
believe. Bring your belief into act. Oppoſe it 
to your enemies, and fee whether it will not 
make you more than conquerors over them. 
Whatever God has promiſed faith ſhould do in 
you, and for you, is he not almighty to perform? 
Doubt not then whenever you are following the 
_ footſteps of the flock, but his omnipotence will 
| be. preſent with you to fulfil his promiſes, and 
you will find that all aol are POOR to him 
that believeth. _ 
Theſe victories who may OY! 1 by 
them that are ſtrong in faith — but perhaps ſome 
af you may fancy, I am weak in the faith---I 
muſt not aſpire to ſuch great things. Why not 3 
bit | Faith 
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Faith is the gift of God. And it is mighty by 
his operation. Faith does not work in the ſtrength 
of nature, but in the omnipotence of grace. And 
grace is free as free for you who are a weak 
believer, as for the ſtrongeſt. So that you may 
aſpire to great things. Put your faith upon act- 
ing, and ſee whether it will not make you equal . 
to the greateſt things: For „„ 

Allowing you are weak at preſent, yet it is not 
God s intention, that you ſhould continue ſo. He 
has appointed the means of grace for your growth 
in grace. Attend upon the ordinances, keep 
near the ſhepherds dwellings, and there you will 
find yourſelves ſtrengthened and eſtabliſhed : for 
there is food for your ſoul. God has promiſed 
that his quickening Spirit ſhall be in the ordi- 
nances, and that he will render them effectual for 
the ends for which they were inſtituted. It is his 
grace that animates and enlivens them: for with- 
out-it they are but dead letters, mere carnal ordi- 
nances, which profit nothing to the edifying of 
the ſoul, but when he quickens them with, his 
divine preſence, then they build up and ſtrengthen 
the believer, 1 are the means of his growing in 
grace. 

If then any of you are ſenſible of your havidg | 
but weak faith, wait upon God for the ſtrength- | 
ening of it. And wait in the ways of his ordi- 
nances. In them he has promiſed to be found 


df thoſe that ſeek him. You will find his Spirit 
| preſent 


. 


————— 
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preſent in the bh in prayer, and i in the ſacta- 


ment of the Lord' 8 ſupper. Keep near tot them, 


and God will give you food for your fouls, ena- 
bling you in the ſtrength of it to get more 8 | 
| over ſin, and to be more alive unto Gd. 


The word i 18 exprefsly ſaid to be the means of 


ſpiritual” life, Pfalm CXIX. 50. Thy word” hath 


quickened me: and it is alſo the means of the 


growth of this ſpiritual life, according to the 
apoſtle, '« As new born babes deſire the ſincere 


milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.” 


But then in order that we may thus grow by the 


word, faith muſt be mixed with it St. Paul tells 
= Theſſalonians, I Epiſtle, Chap. ii: 1 - ap When 
IVC received the word of God which ye heard 


. © of 1 us, ye received it not as the word of men, 


« but (as it is in truth) the word of God, which 
15 effectually worketh alſo in you that believe.” 

Faith makes it work effectually, and unleſs faith 
be mixed and incorporated, as it were, with it, 
it does not profit: for we are aſſured that the 


antient Jews had the ſame goſpel preached unto 


them that we have, but the word preached did 
not profit them, not being mixed with faith in 


8 them that heard it. 


If you cannot mix faith with the word Preh. 


ed, ſo as to find yourſelf growing in grace and 


firength, can you pray 3 Pray er is the appointed 


means of receiving a ſupply of all your wants, 


from the — of Chriſt Jeſus. Aſk and 14 
ſhall 


5 — Toce 
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ſhall have; all that he has Sansiibd, and all that 
he has to give: for his promiſe is very extenſive, 
Matt. xxi. 22. All things,” without any ex, 
ception, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in prayer be- 
lieving,” if faith has any ground in the word of 
promife to believe, that it ſhall receive what it 
aſks, ye ſhall receive it.” - Encouraged by this 
promiſe, aſk humbly whatever God had promiſed 
to give. Do you find yourſelf unable to follow 
the footſteps of the flock ?* Cannot you keep near 
the ſhepherds tents? But are you drawn away 
from attending upon the ordinances by the ma- 
nifold temptations of {ſin and ſatan, of the world 
and the fleſh ? Pray for. power to fight againſt 
theſe enemies, and Chriſt will make you more 
than conqueror. The more you pray, the ſtronger 
you will grow. Out of weakneſs you ſhall be 
made ſtrong. And by waiting conſtantly upon 

the Lord you ſhall renew your ſtrength, ſtrength 
to mortify ſin, and ſtrength to be alive unto God : 
yea, by waiting upon God you will receive the 
fulneſs of joy; for thus has the God that heareth 
prayer encouraged you to pray always and not 
to faint “ Aſk and you ſhall receive, that . 
e joy may be full.” And 

Where ſhould we wait upon God FIR the re- 

| newing of our ſtrength and for the fulneſs of 

joy, but at his own table? Has not the Lord ap- 
pointed that his body ſhould be meat indeed, 


and that his blood ſhould be drink indeed, being 
£ 38 * | | | the 
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e e bad end-frengthaniog:of bur 
ſouls. Our reformers certainly looked upon the 


Lord's ſupper in this light; for to the queſtion in 


the Catechiſm, What are the benefits whereof 


we are partakers thereby ?” they have given 
| 3 anſwer, The ſtrengthening and refreſhing 


< of our ſouls by the body and blood of Chriſt, 


& as our bodies are by the bread and wine.” 


The elements are the inſtituted ſigns of that life, 
which Chriſt purchaſed by the offering of his 
body, and by the ſhedding of his blood. They 
are ſigns to all who underſtand their meaning, 
but ſeals to thoſe perſons only who are united to 
Chriſt by faith, and grafted as branches into the 


true vine. Wait upon him then, my brethren, in 


the appointed means for the continuance and 
growth of this divine life. Be found obedient 
to his command Eat this bread and drink of 
this cup Do this in remembrance of me, and 
you will receive ſomething more at the Lord's 
table, than mere ſigns. In the bread you will by 
faith partake of the body, and in the cup you 
will partake of the blood of Chriſt, adminiſtering 
to your ſoul that divine life, which he begins here 


in grace, and carries on for ever and ever in glory. 


Theſe are the inſtituted means in which the 
weak in faith ought to wait upon the Lord, and 
he has encouraged them to wait upon him in 
theſe means with a promiſe, that he will therein 
be * of them that ſeek him, and will 

ſtrengthen 
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ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh their hearts in the faith. 
We are his witneſſes, that he is faithful and juſt 
to fulfil his promiſes. We atteſt this upon our 
own experience. We found ourſelves growing 
in grace by attendance upon the ordinances, We 
expected to receive freely what God had freely 
promiſed, and we are not diſappointed of our 
hope. And this will be your happy experience; 
my breth ren, who are now. endeavouring to fol- 
low the footſteps of the flock. Keep near the 
| ſhepherds tents. Attend cloſe upon the ordi- | 
nances, and you will grow ſtrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might. And when you are 
| ſtrong, beware of ſpiritual pride: Beware of 
being drawn away from the ordinances, as if 
they were not as neceſſary for you now, as they 
were formerly. Remember that you ſtand in the 
Lord's ſtrength, and he expects you ſhould wait 
upon him for the continuance of it. And if you 
leave off attending upon the ordinances, becauſe 
you think you are ſtrong in faith, it is juſt as if 
a ſtrong man ſhould: fancy he had no occaſion to 
eat any more, becauſe of his great ſtrength. Our 
ſouls want continual ſupplies of grace, as our 
bodies ſtand in need of daily bread. And God 
| has promiſed to make the ordinances food for 
bis children, and he daily fulfils his promiſes to 
them. They find the quickening Spirit in the 
ordinances, communicating: to them life, and 
coinfort, and ſtrength, according to their ſeveral 
wants and neceſſities. 


And 
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And as if theſe were not ſufficient motives to 
encourage you to wait upon God in the ways of 
his ordinances, he has promiſed to do more for 
thoſe who wait therein, than they can either aſk 
or think: For fince the beginning of the 
« world men have not heard, nor perceived by 
« the ear, neither hath the eye ſeen, O God, be 
„ ſides thee, what he hath prepared for him that 
e waiteth for him. Thou meeteſt him that re- 
« joiceth, and worketh righteouſneſs, thoſe that 
ce remember thee in thy ways.” (Ifaiah Ixiv. 4, f.) 
Let us then remember God in his ways, and in 
theſe ways he will meet us with a bleſſing. 
Whatever he: has promiſed, he will certainly 
fulfill. Wait upon him and you ſhall not be 
aſhamed. Follow the flock, and you fhall. be 
ſafe. Follow them, as they followed Chriſt, and 
you will be kept as they were. And let us look 
up to him far his gracious help to enable us to 

follow the ſteps of their faith, humbly praying 

to him in the words of our church, and ſaying--- 
O Almighty God, who haſt knit together 
e thine elect in one communion and fellowſhip, 
in the myſtical body of thy Son Chriſt our Lord; 

“ grant us grace ſo to follow thy bleſſed ſaints in 
„ all virtuous and godly living, that we may 
*; come to thoſe unſpeakable joys, which thou 
4 haſt prepared for them that unfeignedly love 


. the, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. n. 


| Collect for All Saint' 8 — VVA; 


— 


SERMON VI. 


. CHAP. iv. VER. 16. 


upon my garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow 
. | | VS To ES 


IN the foregoing chapter the believing ſoul had 
been in a dull heavy frame, but being concerned A 
and uneaſy about it, had deſired the quickening 
influences of Chriſt's grace. Chriſt here anſwers 
theſe deſires. He calls for the wind to come and 
blow upon his garden. The wind is the ſcrip- 
ture emblem and repreſentative of the Holy 
Spirit. When he deſcended upon the diſciples 
on the day of Pentecoſt, he came in this his 
known emblem, in a ruſhing mighty wind, and it 
follows, © they were all filled with the Holy 
* Ghoſt,” filled with his gifts and graces. For 
the ſame good purpoſe his influence is here re 
quired. He is to blow upon the garden with 
his ſeveral] operations, to quicken thoſe things, 
that were ready to die, and. to bring forth the 
| ſweet perfumes of the graces of his own planting." 
* Awake, O north:wind, and come thou ſouth=— - 
blow upon my garden, that the ſpices thereof 
may flow out.“ May the enlivening Spirit bring 
the ſweet experience of theſe words to all your - 4 
"WT > | hearts. 
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hearts. As he is the omnipreſent God, he is 
here with us; Oh that he may be preſent in theſe 
his gracious offices. Like the ſharp penetrat- 
ing north wind may he awaken conviction, and 
then come like the mild and ſoft ſouth wind with 
his comforts, that he may plant his graces in 
us, and cauſe the ſpices of them to flow out. 
God grant theſe may be the happy effects of our 


cConſidering 


Firſt, The ſenſe and meaning of the words. 

Secondly, Of our Ned the doctrine con- 
tained in them. And 

- Fhirdly, Of our applying them to our ſpiritual 
uſe and benefit. 

And Firſt, Let us OR Pn the ane of the 
n ah. _ Chriſt is the ſpeaker. He had been 
comparing the church to a garden, which he 
had encloſed from the wilderneſs of the world. 
He had taken it in for his own uſe, and had ſet 
in it trees of righteouſneſs, which he had moved 
out of the common waſte, where they grew wild 
by nature, and had tranſplanted them into his 
3 garden. The faithful are the trees, which the 
| heavenly huſbandman ſets in his own paradiſe. 
And by his cultivation, by being watered with 
his grace, and by clear ſhining after rain, from 
being wild and barren by nature they are chang- 
ed, and they become trees of righteouſneſs, the 
planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified : 


7 . herein, ſays the bleſſed: Jeſus, is my 
« Father 


W 
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* Father glorified, that ye brit og forth much 
« fruit.” The Lord has no barren trees in his 
paradiſe. Before he tranſplanted them they 
were a ſeminary of all evil weeds, they brought 
forth nothing that was good ; but when once ſet 
in his garden they had a new ſpirit put into 
them, from whence come the ſeeds of all graces. 
For thus Chrift in this chapter deſcribes his gar- 

den. Its plants are an orchard of pomegranates, 
with pleaſant fruits, camphire with ſpikenard--- 
ſpikenard and ſaffron, calamus and cinnamon, 
with all trees of frankincenſe, myrrh and aloes, 
with all the chief ſpices. Upon this garden thus 
enriched like the paradiſe of God he calls the 
wind to blow, that it might bring forth the fra- 
grancy of all its Thief ſpices. The wind is the 
agent, that was to make them flow out. And 
wind is air in motion—air in action. This was 
the firſt mover in the formation of the world, 
and it is ſtill the principal mover in the forma- 
tion and growth of every tree and plant. Na- 
tural hiſtorians have lately demonſtrated by un- 
doubted experiments, that none of them can 
live without air. They want it as much as ani- 
mals do. By it the odoriferous kind diffuſe their 
fragrancy. The air is the cauſe that firſt draws 
out, and then ſpreadsabroad their ſweet perfumes. 
And by it the fruit-bearing kind will ſoon be 
adorned with beautiful bloſſoms, and in their. 


ſeaſon with rich and ripe fruit. Their vegetable 
Tn | life 
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| Ufewith allihe operations of it depends updn the 
air, in like manner as our ſpiritual life with all 
the operations of it depends upon the Holy Spirit, 
of whom the air was the inſtituted type. In our 
preſent embodied ſtate we cannot ſee ſpiritual, 
but through the glaſs of material objets. We 
are confined to ſenſe. And therefore God has 
been pleaſed to make uſe of ſenſible things in 
nature to repreſent the ſpiritual things in grace. 
He has drawn a juſt and perfect parallel. In 
the works of creation he has given us an ex- 
preffive image of every ſpiritual object, with 
which he ſaw it needful for us to be acquainted.” 
Of himſelf, of his eſſence, of his perſonality, and 
of the offices of the divine perſons in the , eco- 
nomy of the covenant, he has ſet. before our eyes 
1 in the AN of nature a lyely picture: for the 
grand agent in nature is the air, which i is one in 
eſſence, whether it be rarified to its ſmalleſt 
; parts i in the action of fire at the orb of the ſun, 
or ſent out in light, or returned i in groſs air to 
maintain and carry on this action of fire at the 
orb of the ſun, in which ſoever of theſe three 
diſtinct operations it be employed it is ſtill air: 
and accordingly this unity of its eſſenee, and dif- 
tinction of its threefold agency, is declared in 
ſcripture. to be the inſtituted type, in which we 
are to read the unity. of the divine eſſence and the 
| offices of the. three divine perſons, The Pſalmiſt 
| reſexting. to the created i A bebe. 60 The hea- 
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« yens declare the glory of God. The heavens 
are not empty ſpace, for that could declare no- 
thing, but they are the air in its three diſtinct 
offices, each of which is a record of God's glory. 

For as the apoſtle explains the point, . The 
cc inviſible things of God are clearly ſeen from 
0 the creation of the world, the inviſible things 
themſelves cannot be ſeen, but they may be ſeen 
by the creation, © and underſtood by the things 
« that are made, even his eternal power and 
« Godhead.” So that there is a picture i in the 
things which are made, whereby we may under- 
ſtand the things of God which are not made. 
And this picture, ſo far as I am concerned to 
explain it at preſent, is the threefold agency of 
the air, in which are repreſented the offices of 
the three divine agents in carrying on the work 
of ſalvation The covenant itſelf; and the diſ- 
tinct offices of the perſons, were for the equal 
glory of each. It pleaſed the Father to get glory 
to the divine juſtice and holineſs by demanding 
full ſatisfaction for ſin.— He was the avenger of 
ſin, and therefore air in the action of fire is his 
emblem: he is called in ſeripture a conſuming, 
a devouring fire, and a jealous God. It pleaſed 
the Son to get glory to the divine love and mercy 
by paying this ſatisfaction, and therefore his 
conſtant name in ſeripture i is light, which is the 
life of the material world, as he is the life of the 
ſpiritual world. And it pleaſed the Eternal 
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Spirit to get glory to all the divine attributes by 


infpiring dead finners with a deſire to be raiſed 
to newneſs of Efe, and then by breathing it into 
their fouls, and carrying it on through the 
: life of grace until he bring them to the life of 


glory, and therefore he knows no other name in 


ſeripture than Spirit, or air in motion. The very 


fame word that ſtands for the breath we breathe, 
both in the Hebrew and Greek, ſignifies the 
Holy Spirit. Why was this uſage or) ſcripture ?- 


Was it from the poverty of thefe languages? No. 
It was to ſhew us the perfect likeneſs and reſem- 
blance there is between what air does to the body, 
and what the Holy Spirit does to the ſoul. He 
is the breath of its life. Our ſouls can no more 
live to God, without his grace, than our bodies 
can without air. And after we have received 
his grace, are quickened and made alive by it, 
we want its influence every moment to ſupport 


and to carry on the life which he has given, in 


like manner as we want breath every moment 
to ſupport and to carry on'our animal life ; with- 
out it the body cari do no work—without his 
grace the ſoul can do none. The neceſſity of 


his continually breathing into our ſouls the breath 
of life, is beautifully repreſented in the text. He 


is there deſcribed under his known emblem, wind 
or air in motion, and what air is to the trees of 
the garden, that is he to the ſpirits of men. 
Both are alike neceſſary. Nothing can grow in 
3j the 
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the garden without air,” Tr can any grace 


grow in our ſouls unleſs the Holy Spirit act in 
theſe his two offices. Awake, O north wind, 


2» and come thou ſouth wind.“ The ſun is never 


in the northern point of the Heavens, ard there- 
fore the north wind 1s cold, ſharp, and pierc- 


ing—But the ſun is always in the ſouth, and 


therefore the ſouth wind i is of a contrary quality, 


being warm, ſoft and comforting—the influ- 


ences of both are neceſſary. The north wind 
was to awake. It was to be the firſt mover : the 
Holy Spirit was to begin in this office. For all 
men lay in the dead ſleep of ſin, without the leaſt 
motion "or" ſpiritual life, until the Holy Spirit 
awaken them. And his general method of 
awakening finners is to inſpire them with con- 


viction of fin. He opens their eyes, ſhews them 


their guilt, and lets them ſee their danger. And 
this is very plainful and diſtreſſing, and there- 
fore it is compared to the north wind, which 
in the firſt work of grace awakens and acts with 


all the ſharpneſs of conviction upon the ſinners' 


heart. Here Chriſt calls it to act upon the faith- 
ful members of his church, not to bring them 
into the deep diſtreſs which perſons under con- 
viction of fin are commonly in, but to preſerve 


in them a lively ſenſe of their own inſufficiency, 


and of their dependance upon him. This is ne- 


ceſſary to keep them always humble, and to 
make them always ready to afcribe the glory of 
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what God has done in them to: the riches of 

his free grace. And therefore we find that the 

Holy, Spirit works this temper in-all the faithful. 

None hayeſuchclearhumbling views of themſelves 
as they have, which empty. them of ſelf and diſ- 
poſe them to receive more and more of the ſweet 
influences of the Holy. Spirit. And theſe are 
here deſcribed under the character of the ſouth 
wind—gentle, and mild, and comforting. It 
is obſervable, that the ſouth wind was not to 
awake, but to come the ſinner muſt be awa- 
kened, and convinced of his guilt and danger 
before he is comforted. This is God's method 
of acting. His good Spirit firſt makes men. fee] 
how miſerable they are without a. Saviour, and 
then he gives them the comfort of knowing their 
intereſt in him. He awakes and blows upon 
them like the ſharpeſt blaſts of the pinching 
north wind, and then he comes with the com- 
fortable breathings of the gentle. ſouth. Both theſe 

| are neceſſary : for Chriſt calls for both to blow 
upon his garden. The original word here ren- 
dered. to blow, is tranſlated i in the 2d chapter of 
Geneſis, to breathe—when ſpoken of God's in- 
* fuſing an immertal ſpirit into the body of Adam. 
Fe And the Lord God formed.the man of the duſt 
2 of the ground, and breathed into his noſtrils 3 
3 ſoul of lives.“ Elihu aſcribes this to the Holy 
* Spirit, as an cconomical act of his office, Job 
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and the breath of the Almighty hath given me 


life.“ In the very ſame manner our Lord 


repreſented the operation of the Holy Spirit, 


John xx. 22. Ile breathed on his diſciples - 
« and ſaid, receive ye the Holy Ghoſt,” he 


breathed on them to denofe by this outward and 


viſible ſign, the inward and ſpiritual breathing 
of the Holy Spirit, which he then gave them. 
Our ſouls are not alive to God, until he infuſe 


into them this divine breath, as you may read 
at large in the parable of the dry bones, Ezek. 
xxxvii. And his continual breathing upon the 
faithful ſoul is as neceſſary as this firſt act, and 
therefore it is ſpoken of in the text by the ſame 


word. Breathe with every gracious influence, 


« O divine Spirit, upon my faithful people, that 
« the ſpices in them may flow out.“ The ſpices . 
are certainly the graces of Chriſt, which he freely 
beſtows upon us who are united to him the head 


of life and influence, and which are quickened 


and exerciſed by his good Spirit. And when he 


enables us to bring them into continual uſe and 


practice, then they become an odour of a ſweet 
ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable, well pleaſing unto 
Gd. „ 5 5 

The words thus explained offer theſe particu- 
lars to our ſerious conſideration. Firſt, We are 
here reminded of the ſtate in which all men are 


while they continue in the barren deſolate wilder- 


nels of nature. Secondly, We learn by what 
8 „ means 
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means, Obriſt's people are tranſplanted out of the 
wilderneſs into the garden of the Church, where 
they grow and flouriſh; and thirdly, the cauſe 
is deſeribed that makes the ſpices in them to 
flow out, and enables them to bring forth fruit 


unto everlaſting life. Theſe are the great truths 
contained in the text, which I am under my 
ſecond general head to defend from the autho - 
rity of God's Word. 

And firſt, our ſtate by nature is not a ſtate of 
grace. We are not born in the garden of the 
church, but in the wilderneſs of the world, in a 
dry barren land, where no water is—no dew nor 
rain, no kindly. influence of heaven, to make us 


grow in grace. In this barren ſoil we are like 


the wild olive tree we bear no fruit, until the 


heavenly huſbandman move us, and graft us con- 


trary to nature in the good olive tree: for you 
know it is contrary to nature to graft a wild 
ſcion upon a good ſtock, it is againſt the com- 
mon practice in all other trees but the olive. 
And therefore the apoſtle, Rom. Xi. uſes this 
inſtance to repreſent the taking of the Gentiles 


into the church of God. The wild olive, like 
man in his natural ſtate, bears no fruit, but 


when he is grafted like the wild ſcion upon the 
good olive, then he bears forth fruit abundantly. 
He can bear no fruit of himſelf: for our bleſſed 
Saviour, ſpeaking of the branches not bearing 
fruit, except they abide in the ſtock upon which. 
they 
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they were grafted, declares, No more can ye, 
except ye abide. in me, for, without me ye 
can do nothing. In yourſelves you are like the 
ground, which was curſed for your fakes, and 
which naturally n, forth nothing Þ but thorns 
and thiſtles. 

When the Holy Spirit firſt begins to move in 
our hearts, he convinces us of theſe truths. He 
lets us ſee how barren we are by nature, and 
unfruitful. He ſhews us that in us dwelleth no 
good thing, and that we have nothing but ſin in 
ourſelves---He makes us feel the burden of our 
ſins—It preſſeth us ſore, and forceth us to cry. 
out earneſtly for deliverance ; when he has thus; 
like the north wind, pierced us with the ſharpneſs 
of conviction, then is he ready to adminiſter com- 
fort, by tranſplanting us out of the wilderneſs in- 
to the garden of his church, where, under his 
mild influence we may grow and flouriſh; and 
this is the ſecond doQtrinal point in the dent wor- 
thy of our conſideration. 8 

We cannot tranſplant ourſelves, any more 
than a tree in a bad ſoil can tranſplant itſelf 
into a good one. But all the faithful are the 
trees of the Lord's planting. They are taken 
out of the wilderneſs, and removed into the pa- 
radiſe of God, where they are ſet, that they may 


be called trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of 


the Lord, that he may be glorified in their bear- 
ing much fruit. The whole work of bringing us 
1 from 


156 $0LOMON's so. 


flom a barren to a fruitful ſtate, from a bad foil 
to a good one, is the Lord's. It is he who mak- 
eth us to be like a tree planted by the water-ſide, 
that will bring forth his fruit in due ſeaſon, his 
leaf alſo ſhall not wither and look, whatſoever 
be doth it ſhall proſper. As it is the action of 
the air, which firſt begins and afterwards carries 
on the vegetable life in every tree and plant fd 
is it the action of the Spirit which firſt begins 
and afterwards carries on ſpiritual life. We 
ſhould not even have a deſire for it, unleſs he 
Put it into our hearts, and the carrying of it on 
is the continuance of his work, as much as the 
life of a tree depends on the continuance of the 
action of the air upon it: for we are helpleſs and 
without ſtrength either to begin or to carry on 
fpiritual life, but as we are endued with power 
from on high. All the work is the Lord's: 
for it is _ Who uh in us both to will and 
to do. i: FORO HF | * 
s Naw it is the ſame id; which firſt "0 
us, that afterwards waters us with the »dew 
of his heavenly grace, and makes us fruit- 
ful. This is the third doctrinal point in the text. 
All our graces come from the Holy Spirit. He 


flirſt plants them in us, and then makes the ſpices 


of them to flow out. We cannot doubt of theſe 

truths, becauſe we have often aſſented to them, 
when we repeated the Nicene Creed. I wiſh 
we hn all experienced the truth of the words 

e | cc 1 believe 
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« 1 Saites 1 in the Holy Ghoſt the Lord and giver 
« of life”---he is the Lord and giver of all ſpiri- 
tual and divine life. The life itſelf, whereby we 
live unto God, and all the offices of it, worketh 
in us that one and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividing 
unto every man his own gifts, as he will. His 
own gifts are all the graces of the chriſtian life. 
Faith, hope, love, with every ſweet and hea- 
venly temper are his gifts: for they are called the 
fruits of the Spirit. in is our own. Our ſoil 
bears nothing elſe. It grows weeds, thorns and 
thiſtles, without any cultivation. Our earth is 
a mother to them, but a ſtep-mother to every 1 
grace. Whatever there is in us beſides weeds, | 
is the free gift of the Holy Spirit. Every good 
8 thought, and word, and work, every 9 we 
take in our Chriſtian life is from him. And 
when he has inſpired any thing good into us, he 
does not leave us to ourſelves to improve it. 
No. It is God that giveth the increaſe. He 
worketh in us both to will and to do, according | 
to the Pſalmiſt's prayer, © Stabliſh' the thing, 
«.O God, that thou haſt wrought in us.” He 
ſtirs up his own gifts and graces---keeps them in - 
exerciſe and makes the ſpices of them to flow 
out. When we work in his ſtrength, we wor 
what is well pleaſing.” God the Father ſees us 
in his Son, partakers of his righteouſneſs; and | 
led by his Spirit, and then the ſweet odour of 3 
our fervices aſcends with acceptance to the throne 


* 
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of his grace. St. John has given us a beautiful 
image of the manner in which our. very beſt ſer- 
vices, even the prayers and praiſes of God's own 
people, become. acceptable. It is not for any 
merit in them. It is not becauſe they flow from 
fervent affections, that they are ſet before God as 
incenſe, and that the lifting up of our hands is an 
evening ſacrifice. But it is through Chriſt that 
our very prayers are pleaſing unto the Father; 
for thus we read Rev. viii. 2. That the an- 
gel of the covenant, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

came and ſtood at the altar having a golden 
„ cenſer, and there was given unto, him much 
< incenſe, that he ſhould offer it with the pray- 
ers of all ſaints upon the golden altar, which 
| 64 was before the throne, and the ſmoke of the 
incenſe, which came with the prayers of the 
ſaints, aſcended up with acceptance before 
God out of the angel's hand.” Here we ſee 
that our beſt prayers are nothing worth unleſs 
preſented before God by the Redeemer, and per- 
fumed with the ſweet incenſe of his merits. 
When he preſents them before the throne of 
grace, they then become his prayers, and how 
can the Father deny the requeſts of his beloved 
Son? He will anſwer them, either by giving 
us what we aſk, or ſomething elſe, that he ſees. 

will: be much better for us. If then we would 
profit and be fruitful under the means of grace, 

| 5 we. HG have the ſpices of our r prayers and 

Wo praiſes 
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1 and our other religious ſervices to afcand: 
with acceptance before God, let us look up to 
the Holy Spirit, and intreat him to enable us to 
apply what has been, ſaid to our own. hearts. 
And may he blow upon us with his gracious in- 
ſpiration: while Jam in the | 
Third place, Drawing ſome b infer- | 
ences from what has been ſaid. N 
The church is here compared to a garden, the 
faithful to trees of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
hath planted, the Holy Spirit to wind, which i is 
to blow upon the trees, and which makes the 
ſpices thereof to flow out, as the Holy Spirit 
brings forth into uſe and exerciſe. the graces of 
the faithful. This is the doctrine; and that we 
may improve by it, let us examine ourſelves, 
whether we are as gardens and trees, whom the 
Lord hath planted, and in whom he is glorified. 
Have we been taken out of the wilderneſs, and 
tranſplanted into the paradiſe of God? Has 
the Holy Spirit awakened tlie north wind to con- 
vince us of ſin, and come with the ſouth wind 
to comfort us? Has he united us to Chriſt, en- 
grafted us into the true vine, and do our tender 
grapes give a pleaſant ſmell? Does he call forth 
the graces which he has given us, and let the 
ſpices of them flow out in daily exerciſe, ſo that 
men ſeeing. our. fruitfulneſs glorify our Father. 
which is in heaven? Happy are they who thus 
flouriſh like a palm-tree, and grow like a cedar 
| in 
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in Libanus. If you be thus happy, my denden 
you cannot but know it, and feel it, and be 
thankful to God for it; and to thoſe amongſt 
vou who are not in this happy caſe will make 
my firſt application. May the Spirit of the living 
God open your ane, to Profit from 
hat I have to ſay. 
| If you be not united to Chriſt by faith on 
your part, and by the bond of the Spirit on 
Chriſt's part, and thereby enabled to bring forth 
fruit unto everlaſting life, conſider how danger- 
cus your ſituation is. There are two pins 
which divide the world between them : you 
muſt be led by one or the other, by the Holy 
Spirit, or by the evil ſpirit. And you cannot be 
at a loſs to know under whoſe influence you are. 
By their fruits ye may know-them. This is an 
infallible mark; which the apoſtle has largely 
inſiſted upon in the 5th chapter of the Galati- 
ans, where he has given us a deſcription at length 
of the fruits of the Spirit, and of the abomina- 
bie deeds of the fleſh, which are the fruits of the 
devil. Read the deſcription, and then judge to 
whom you. belong. What flows out of your 
hearts? What do your tongues delight to be 
talking of, and your hands to handle, and your 
feet to run into? What appears in your lives and 
converſations? Surely you cannot be at a lofs 
to know what ſort of fruit you bear. You can- 
not be ignorant whether you live to the fleſh, or 
3 | 0 to 
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to the Spirit. If you abound i in the fruits of 
righteouſneſs, and the ſpices thereof are conti- 
nually lowing out, a ſweet ſmelling favour ac- 
ceptable to God and to all around you, if thus 
through the Spirit you bear your fruit unto holi- 
neſs, then the end will be everlaſting life; but 
if ye live to the fleſh, ſays God, ye ſhall die, die 
from God and glory, ye ſhall die Hot the firſt 
and the ſecond death. 

While you are in this dangerous fate; how do 


you keep your conſciences quiet? Have you 


perſuaded. yourſelves, that the doctrine is not 
true? Do you think there is no neceſſity for bring- 
ing forth the fruits of the Spirit? But remem- 
ber that you muſt be bringing forth ſome fruit; 
and which would you bring forth? Whether, 
what is pleaſing to God, or what is diſpleaſing ? 
Certainly what is pleaſing. And by whoſe power 
and might can you bring it forth? Not by your 
own. You are by nature helpleſs and without 
ſtrength to bring forth any acceptable fruit: 
for Chriſt himſelf ſpeaking, upon this very ſubje& 
ſays, « Without me ye can do nothing.” Be 
perſuaded then to apply to him for faith, that 
he may be ingrafted into him the true vine, and 
5 may bear much and Tn fruit to the, glory of 
God. 5 
But Rl the doctrine PRE not Spear; to o you 
in a clear light. What is the reaſon? It is be- 
cauſe you are in the fleſh, and in your natural 
ſtate, 
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h Nate, and the tien of fit Which are 57 "R 
Jaw do work in your members to bring forth 
Fruit unto death. Sin his ſuch power over you, 
that you love its dead works, and you hate holi- 
. meſs. You would thank God for making you 
holy, juſt when you are dying; at the laſt hour 
you would like well enough to bring forth fruit 
unto God, and to have your ſpices flowing out, 
but you cannot bear the thoughts of living an 
Holy life. Is not this your caſe? If it be, is not 
pour faith a dead faith? And how then can 
you be a living member of Chriſt ; for you were 
never ingrafted into him the true vine? And 
i you ſhould be cut off in this ſtate, read your 
- ſentence. The God who is to judge you, has 
already declared If a man abide not in me 
« he is caft forth as a branch, and is withered, 
de and men gather them, and caſt them into the | 
de tire, and me are burned. May the Holy 
Spirit ſet this ſcripture home with full conviftion 
upon your conſciences, that you 8 i follow 1 me | 
with profit i in my | 
Second application, to thoſe who are Beking ; 
to be united to Chriſt, and are deſirous of glo- 
rifying him by bringing forth much fruit. Exa- 
mine carefully, my brethren, whether you ſeex 
aright. Have you a ſingle eye to God's glory? 
And do you indeed pray, that his will may be 
done in you; Would you receive Chriſt in all his 


. offices? Do * deſire him as your king, and 
would 
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would you have his kingdom ſet up within you 
to deſtroy i in you the reign of ſin, as well as your | 
prophet and prieſt to ſave you from the guilt and 
_ puniſhment of fin? Are you willing he ſhould 
make you holy as well as happy? If it be the 
ſincere defire of your heart to have the dominion - 
of ſin deſtroyed in your mortal body, then you 
may take courage. And if you are alſo ſet upon 
attaining the graces of Chriſt, and would have 
them in uſe and exerciſe, the ſweet ſpices of 
them continually' flowing ont, then ſeek, and 
you ſhall find. You have the promiſes of God 
to rely upon, and he cannot deny himſelf. Seek 
him with humility in the ways, wherein he has 
promiſed to be found of them that ſeek him. 
Attend upon him in the ways of the ordinances. 
In them wait, and be aſſured, that when it will 
he for God's glory and your comfort, the Holy 
Spirit, who has already awakened the north 
wind to convince you of fin, will alſo come with 
the mild ſouth wind to refreſh and comfort your 
hearts, and to unite you to Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
you may bring forth much fruit. And to thoſe 
who are in this happy ſtate I make my third and 
laſt inference. 

The faithful in the text deſired the Holy Spirit 
would make them more lively and fruitful. And 
the faithful ſtill have the ſame deſires, which 
are at this time more fervent and earneſt, be- 
cauſe they won” it Ns to their moſt holy 

faith, 


„ sobohon 's- SONG. 


Cr 
. 5 . o IR 
* l 
_ , 8 
0 
ein 8 


faith, that it makes no change in mens lives and : 


converſations: fot which reaſon. they, pray! for 
more grace, and to have it more in uſe and ex- 
erciſe, that they may adorn the doctrine of God 


their Saviour in all things... They would have all 


men, who ſee their lives, to behold the great 
; change that the Holy Spirit has wrought 10 


them. - While they grew-in the wilderneſs they 


were like other wild barren trees, but being re- 
moved into the garden of the church of Chriſt, 
and become trees of the Lord's planting, they 
no bear much fruit. And like as the air draws 


forth the rich fragrancy of the aromatic flowers, 


and diffuſes their ſweet odours all around: ſo 


the Holy Spirit keeps in action the graces of the 
faithful, and makes the ſpices thereof to flow 


: out to the glory of God, * to the delight and | 
| mk... > pF - 


Pray then, my 1 friends Foy brethren, 


; PS the continual influences of the Holy Spirit : 


theſe are as neceſſary for the growth of grace in 
your ſoul, as the blowing of the air is to the 


growth of the fruits of the garden. -Convinced 
of this great truth, and you are convinced of it 


by happy experience, apply to the Holy Spirit 


for what you ſtand in need of every moment. 


And pray him to awaken the north wind, when- 


ever its ſharp influences are neceſſary, either to 
- awaken ſecure ſinners, or to quicken and ſtir up 
the graces of the faithful, and then to come like 


the 
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the ſouth wind with his mild and comforting in- 
fluences, blowing upon the garden, upon the be- 
liever, and making the ſpices thereof, the graces 
in him, to flow out. And thus may the Holy 
Spirit enable you and me to experience this 
ſcripture in its fulleſt ſenſe to the glory of God, 
and to the good of others, and to the comfort of 
our own ſouls.” May the bleſſed and adorable 
Jeſus ſend his good Spirit to lead us all to, and to 
graft us all into him, the true vine, that we may 
live unto God, and flouriſh, and be fruitful; 
Grant; O gracious Saviour, that every branch in 
thee, which beareth fruit, may be purged, and | 
may bring forth more fruit, even rich and „ 
fruit, which endureth unto everlaſting life, to 
the honour: of the holy, bleſſed, and glorious 
Trinity, three ſelf-exiſtent perſons in one Je- 
hovah, to whom we give equal praiſe, 8 
an dominion, now and for ever. Amen. 1 6 
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Ve, * be is, alto gether loveh.. 


Tus: Holy Spirit puts theſe words 15 the 
mouth. of the believer. He has been drawng a 


character of his beloved Teſus, and has compared 


him to the moſt uſeful and noble objects in the 
creation, in order to ſet forth his due praife. 
But upon reviewing the character he finds it fall 
- ſhort of the perfection of his divine Saviour. It 
did not come up to the idea which he himſelf 
had formed of him, and therefore he finiſhes in 
one word, Yea; he is altogether lovely.“ He 
is all lovelineſs —Whatever is lovely and deſire- 
able upon earth, whatever is lovely and deſire- 
able in heaven—all the graces of time, and all 
the bleſſings of eternity, center in him as their 
proper ſource, and flow from him as their pro- 
per fountain. Whatever can be propoſed to 
the underſtanding as excellent, whatever the 
will rightly diſpoſed can deſire, whatever the 
heart and the affections can be ſet upon and find 
happineſs in, all this is to be met with in the 
Lord Jeſus, and no where elfe : for, © he is al- 


e together lovely,” all beauty, all excellency i in 


himſelf. And this conſideration ſhould endear 
1 > EL to 


[4 a 


BSBitcobnsz vfI. 167 
to us his inherent excellencies, that he is willing 
to communicate them. This ſhould give a new 
grace to each, and make it more valuable in our 
eyes. He is not only altogether lovely, but will 
alſo make vile and abominable- ſinners, when 
they apply to him for his righteouſneſs, altoge- 
ther lovely in the fight of God. He will walth 
them clean from all their fins in his moſt preci- 
ous” blood, and will clothe them with his all- 
perfect righteouſneſs, in which they ſhall appear 
at the bar of JO without X00 ot ſin unto 
falvation. ; 
Now fince the Lord Jeſiis'} is all weelek. | 
what can be the reaſon, that he does not appear 
altogether lovely in the eyes of men? The ge- 
nervlity- of them ſee nothing lovely in him. 
What was formerly ſaid upon the occaſion is ſtill 
true, © Lord, who. hath believed our report?“ 
The word of God reports him to be altogether 
lovely, and the miniſters of God preach his love- 
lineſs as teſtified by ſcripture and their own ex- 
perience, but worldly men ſee no form .nor 
comelineſs in him that they ſhould deſire him. 
They fee more lovelineſs in fin, in pleaſure, in in 
money, in diverſions, than they hope to find in 
our Lord and Saviour, This dangerous miſtake 
ariſes either from the judgment or the affections 
—eithef they do not ſee how perfectly lovely 
Teſus Chriſt is, or elſe the affections are preju- 
iced againſt him ; but wherever the miſtake 
| L 2 . Iles, 
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lies, I will; offer ſome ſcripture, arguments. ts | 


remove it, and may God accompany them with 


the effectual working of bis ee whe I A 


| ſetting before vou FE 
_ Firſt, What Jeſus Chriſt * s as man. 
Secondly, What he is as God. 8 

Thirdly, What he is as the i incarnate 8 


5 God and man united in one perſon. And in 
each of theſe reſpects I hope the Holy Spirit will 


convince e that Lal n is ene 
lovely. © EY | AY 379 12 
And Grſt, Let us view 42 as an 1 men- 
tion not his perſon, though the Pſalmiſt fays, 
he was fairer than the children of men. The 


excellencies and endowments of his mind were 
ſo great and uncommon, that I need not inſiſt 
on a leſs important part of the ſubject. For 


conſider, what is it that you admire and love i in 


any perſon? Do extraordinary gifts or graces 
draw your eſteem? Great abilities, or great vir- 


tues? Behold every thing that can adorn or 
dignify the human nature meets in the man 


— 


Chriſt Jeſus. If true wiſdom and learning be 


your. admiration, it is written, © that in him 


« were laid up all the treaſures of wiſdom and 


« „knowledge. Do you think, that learning 
never appears ſo. graceful, as when it is ſet off 
with the charms of virtue ? Then look upon 


| Jeſus, In him you ſee not this or that particular 


virtue only, but virtue itſelf in a body of fleſn; 


. =D and 


o 
s © 4 40 
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; 4 Udichore: made fleſh, that he might let his 
graces ſhine before men, and communicate their 
ſweet influence. He was goodneſs itſelf, and he 
went about doing good to the ſouls and to the 
bodies of men, teaching and enlightening the 
ignorance of their underſtanding, and regulating 
the depravity of the will and affections, and 
healing all manner of ſickneſs, and all manner 
of bodily infirmities. There was not a malady 
which fin had brought upon ſoul or body, but 
what he proved himſelf almighty to heal. Was 
there ever ſuch a character as this? So univer- 
ally amiable and lovely? Here is a perſon of 
all the ſons of men the greateſt and happieſt in 
| himſelf, and capable of making us great and 
happy: yea therefore made man, that he might 
communicate to us his greatneſs and happineſs 
and ſhall any of us be ſo far loſt to all ſenſe of 
what is great and happy, as not to admire this 
character? Shall men adore and'idolize the true 
patriot, whoſe breaſt burns with love for his . 
country, and who freely hazards his all to fave 
it? And ſhall the very ſame men be wanting in 
eſteem for the great patriot of the whole world? 
How abſurd, how inconſiſtent would this be? ? 
What a contradiction i is it to throw away all our 
admiration upon leſſer excellencies, and to have 
none to ſpare for bim, who had every excellency 
; that” e can adorn the human nature either for 


JJ 8 beauty 
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| beauty o or uſe, and who conſequently had every 
thing that could make him altogether lovely? 

If I ſhould ſtop here, enough has been -ſaid to 
place the man Jeſus high above the ſons of men; 
but I have mentioned the leaſt and loweſt part of 

his character. He was not only great and good, 
but had alſo one thing peculiar to. himſelf, that 
no ſinful frailty or weakneſs ever ſullied bis 
greatneſs or his goodneſs. He was a perfect 
man. You will not find any other character 
without its ſpots and blemiſhes, becauſe there is 
no man living without fin, our. nature itſelf 
being ſinful, and fin is the cauſe of all our im- 
perfections. The darkneſs of the underſtanding 
in the things of God comes from fin, and the 
weakneſs of the memory, and the continual in- 
clinations. of the will to evil, 'and the ſtrong and 
- unlawful attachment of the heart to the world, 
and to the things of it, ſpring from the ſame 
fountain of ſin. But the holy Jeſus had no ſin, 
and conſequently none of the imperfections which 
fin has brought upon us. When a truth was 
propoſed to his underſtanding, there was no ob- 
ſtruction in the faculty; he comprehended it 
clearly and fully. His will was in harmony with 
God's will“ I delight, ſays he, to do thy will, 
* O my God;” and he did it with all his heart, 


always and perfectly. And accordingly we read 


of him in the Pfalms, That he ſpake the truth 
5 in his heart, ” his tongue . his heart always 
: | went 
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went let be had clean ade; once 
_ defiled with any ſinful pollution“ and a pure 
„ heart,” not. one evil thought had ever ariſen - 
In it—nay, his mind had never been lift up 
«* unto-vanity,” not one vain thought had ever 
paſt: through his mind. Judge then how per- 
fectly immaculate he muſt have been: for who 
1s there among us, that has not had a thouſand, 
yea ten thouſand vain and wandering thoughts? 
Who does not find them paſſing through his 
mind- againſt his will, and intruding into his 
hours of devotion, from which he had thut them 
out, and haunting him even at the Lord's table? 
But Chriſt's pure and ſpotleſs mind never admit- 
ted one vain thought. He was the very image 
of God, in which the firſt Adam was made, and 
he did not deface it as the firſt Adam did, but 
| he kept it holy and undefiled. The ſcripture 
aſſures us of it He was made fin for us, who 
s knew no fin.” He aſſerts it of himſelf—< The 
2% prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing 
in me.” Happy for us ſatan could find in him 
no part of our fallen image, and therefore the 
accuſer of the brethren could lay no charge 
againſt his perſon, nor conſequently againſt the 
merit of thoſe actions and ſufferings, whereby 
we, who haye by nature borne the image of the 
. earthy, may, through grace, bear the image of 
the heavenly n who is the Lord * 

* | 1 | 
My 
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- My 1 — and colfider: this part of 
our Lord's character. Is he not altogether lovely? 
And have you then no praiſe or admiration to 
beſtow upon him? Whatever you ſee reaſon to 
admire in any man, if it be indeed praiſe-worthy, 
it was in its perfect degree in Chriſt Jeſus; and 
therefore certainly you will not with-hold from 
him his tribute of praiſe. If your praiſe follow 
excellency, behold here is a man not only the 
chief among ten thouſand, but alſo the chief of 


the human race. A man that never had his fel- 


low-=a perfect man. He has every good gift, 


and every grace that can be in man. And will 
you not admire and eſteem ſuch a character? 


Does he not appear to you altogether amiable? 
If you ſee any thing wanting in him, it is an ar- 
gument of your own imperfection: for he, whoſe 


all- ſearching eye trieth the very hearts and reins, 
ſaw no way of wickedneſs in him. He pro- 
nounced him to be his beloved Son, in whom he 


Was well pleaſed, and he honoured him with a 


wonderful glory, never communicated to any 


creature, but to the man J eſus; he was united 
to God the Son in ſo cloſe and intimate an union 


that God and man were one Chriſt, as much as 
the reaſonable ſoul and fleſh are one man. O 


how: great is the "myſtery of godlineſs--God 
L manifeſt in the fleſh ! How can we ſufficiently 


admire and adore it! And how greatly ſhould it 
endear to us the humanity of our Lord, that it 


A, 5 0 was 
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was the facred temple of the Godhead, diced! | 
by God the Son, and honoured with the more 
immediate preſence of the Father and the Holy: 
Spirit: for it pleaſed the Father that in him 
ſhould all fulneſs dwell, even the fulneſs of the 
Godhead bodily. Surely then the man Jeſus 
was altogether lovely; ſince he was lovely in the 
eyes of the eternal Trinity, who vouchſafed to 
dwell and to make their abode in him. Oh, 
bluſh then and be aſhamed; ye ſinful worms, 
who ſee nothing lovely in Jeſus Chriſt, ſince the: 
moſt bleſſed God ſees him altogether lovely. Can 
ye find no comelineſs in him, of whom the Father | 
hath ſaid - This is my beloved Son, in whom 
“J am well pleaſed.“ And are nat erm 
_ pleaſed with him, ye ungrateful men, for whom 
he was made man? Pardon, Lord Jeſus, our low! 
opinion of the dignity of thy human nature. Let 
thy good Spirit teach us to n more exalted 
ideas of thee, while I am ; EY 
Secondly, Speaking « of the: glory of thy dir 
nature, 
All lovelineſs is 4 in God, benin 
him as the fountain, from whence flows what- 
ever is lovely in the creation. And if Jeſus 
Chriſt be the true God, then he muſt have every 
attribute and perfection, that can endear him to 
his creatures, and make him altogether lovely 3 
their eyes: and that he is the true God is as 


certain as that there is a 22 The ſcripture 
| has 
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Has given him the names. and. the: attributes of 
God, and has aſcribed to him the works, which 
none but the almighty Creator, and the all-wiſe 
Preferver of the world could perform. He is 
called Jehovah, the incommunicable name of the 
Divine Efſence, and Immanuel, which being in- 
terpreted is, God with us. He is ſaid to be om- 
niſcient and omnipreſent, to have created all 
things, and to uphold them by the word of his 
power: he came in the fleſh to redeem them, 
and there is a day at hand, when he will come to 
judge them. And will any man ſay, that theſe 
ate the attributes and works of a creature? Do 
they not evidently belong to the bleſſed and only 
pPotentate, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
of whom the Old Teſtament ſays, that he is God 
the Saviour, and that there is none other, as 
Haiah xlv. 21, 22. There is no God elſe beſide 
. me, a juſt God and a Saviour, there is none 
cc beſide me Look unto me, and be ye ſaved all 
the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there 
'«< js none elſe. The apoſtle teaches the ſame 
doctrine in the New Teſtament, where he ſays 
Rom. ix. 5.) That Chriſt i is over all God bleſſed 
for ever. Amen. 
In theſe . to mention n others) 
_ the gaviour is expreſsly ſaid to be God God over 
all, and conſequently he muſt be altogether lovely; 
für every perfection which has any claim to our 
AN _ is inherent * and whatever we ſee of 
"pv lovelineſs 
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Jovelineſs l in che works of nature owes its being 
to his divine wiſdom, and power, and goodneſs; 
ſo that whenever you ſee any thing worthy of 
your admiration, it ſhould lead your thoughts up 
to Jeſus Chriſt, the almighty creator and preſerver 
of it. If you ſtop ſhort of him, you rob him of 
his honour: becauſe its lovelineſs is his. And 
what then muſt he be, how perfectly lovely and 
amiable, who is the great parent and author of 
all lovelineſs? Whatever ſweetneſs and excel - 
lency you find in the creatureb is but a faint ray 
of the Creator's perfections, and was reflected 
from him upon them, to give you an idea of his 
lovelineſs. Admire him therefore in it. In all 
the beauties of nature you may trace the beauties 
of Jeſus Chriſt the God of nature, who is the firſt 
cauſe, from whom they all flow, and who is the 
laſt end, into whom __ will be 1 _— Te» 

_ ſolved. 

But I need not 8 upon this 88 God 
i certainly every perfection in himſelf. He is 
altogether lovely. But in what reſpects does he 
appear ſo to ſinners? While they are under 
guilt, and ſenſible of their danger, they have no 
reaſon to love God: for being tranſgreſſors of 
his holy law, condemned by its juſt ſentence, 
which conſcience owns to be juſt, ſubject to 
preſent death and to eternal miſery, how can they 
ſee any thing lovely in that God who may get 
glory to all his attributes by their deſtruction? In 
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this view they muſt ſee every thing that can 
make God terrible, but nothing to render him 
lovely. Until they know, that he will be re- 
conciled unto them, and forgive them all their 
ſins, they can have no reaſon to love him. The 
goſpel alone can ſet forth to them the lovelineſs 
of God; which it does by revealing unto us an 
| incarnate- God, God and man united in one 
Chriſt, who is altogether lovely in the eyes of his 
redeemed 8 * 1 * in the __ ee 
to conſider. | 
All our . a kiwi» are anda: upon 
; this truth, that God was in Chriſt reconciling 
the world unto himſelf: for if the man Jeſus 
was not united to the moſt bleſſed God, our 
religion 1s the groſſeſt idolatry, and chriſtians are 
of all men moſt miſerable. But the ſcripture 
has left no room to doubt of the union of the 
two natures in one Chriſt. The word was God, 
and the word was made fleſh, ſays St. John, fo 
that God the word was made fleſh and incar- 
nate. God was manifeſt in the fleſh, ſays the 
nner * And the reaſon. was, he 
| manifeſted for our ſalvation. And it was 
- ety aces that the Saviour ſhould be both God 
and man, becauſe he was to obey and to ſuffer 
for us as man, and to merit by his obedience and 
un rings as God, and thereby to be a complete 
Saviour. (Accordingly he who thought it no 


robbery to be equal with God the Father, took 
Hi | | upon 


upon him the form of a ſervant and was made 
an. He obeyed, he ſuffered, he became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the croſs; 
and when all the ends for which he obeyed, 
ſuffered, and died, were anſwered, then -it was 
not poſſible that he ſhould be holden any longer 
of death. Juſtice releaſed him on the third day 
from the priſon of the grave, and he roſe again 
triumphant from the dead; whereby believers 


had full evidence given them, that all the de- 


mands of the law were ſatisfied, that Chriſt's 
ſufferings had made a full atonement for what 
they ſhould: have ſuffered; that he had taken out 
the ſting of death, and had opened unto them 
the gate of everlaſting life: for as he ſtood in 
their place, as their great repreſentative, all his 
victories are theirs, and by faith they know and 
are aſſured of their intereſt in them. And through 
him, who loved them and gave himſelf for them, 
they ſhall be ſaved from ſin, and ſatan, from 
ſuffering and death, from hell and everlaſting 
torments. And they ſhall not only be ſaved 
through him from theſe their ſpiritual enemies, 
but they ſhall alſo receive joys unſpeakable and 
full of glory, a happineſs greater than tongue can 
utter, or heart conceive, a crown incorruptible- 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away: for they 
ſhall be made kings and prieſts under God and 
the Father, and they ſhall reign for ever and ever 
in fulneſs of joy, both in body and in ſoul; and all 
17 fo 5 this 
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| this ſhall be the free gift of God n Jeſus 
Chriſt dur Lor. 
Thus the Lord Jeſus en the character of the 
incarnate God is altogether lovely. He has every 
grace and perfection, that can render him amiable 
in the eyes of believers: for to them that believe 
he'is precious. And he' has every thing that can 
recommend him to the eſteem of awakened and 
convinced ſinners. He is juſt ſuch a Saviour as 
they want. He has every thing to give, that they 
ſtand in need of. The God-man has an inex- 
hauſtible fountain of grace, which always ſtands 
open for the relief of weary and heavy-laden 
finners, who come unto him ſeeking reſt unto 
| their ſouls: | He calls unto them with his ſweet 
voice—Ho, "every one that thirſteth, come ye to 
the waters of comfort and falvation. Lo, here 
is pardon and peace, righteouſneſs and holineſs. 
All the graces that can make you lovely in the 
fight of God the Father—all the glories that can 
make you happy with him in eternity, are in my 
power to give. I purchaſed them for ſuch ſin- 
ners as you are, and I give them freely. -Aſk and 
ye ſhall have, ſeek and ye ſhall find. And what 
ſhould hinder them from anſwering him? Yea, they 


_ will anſwer. This is the very language of their 


hearts. Lord Jeſus, help our unbelief. We are 
convinced, that all the graces of time, and all the 
glories of eternity are thy free gift, and we bleſs 


_ —— thy holy name for * it into our 


hearts 
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hearts to ſeek for the enjoyment of thoſe graces 
and glories. All the lovelineſs of this lower 
world, all the lovelineſs of heaven itſelf is thine, 
centers in thy perſon as in the incarnate God, 
and flows from thee as God made man, .on pur- 
poſe to make us filthy and abominable ſinners 
lovely in the ſight of thy heavenly Father. Oh 
that we may ſee clearly our intereſt in thee, and 
may know the incarnate God to be our Lord and 
our Saviour, and then our faith will behold thee 
altogether lovely, and ſhall admire no lovelineſs, 
unleſs it bear thy fair image, and what leads us 
through its beauties to adore and praiſe thine. 

And if Chriſt appear in this amiable light to 
thoſe, who are only ſeeking, and deſiring to ex- 
perienee his love and mercy, what thoughts muſt. 
believers entertain of him? How muſt they value 
him? Certainly, he is with them altogether 
lovely. And have they not good reaſon to think 
him ſo? For what lovelineſs is there in heaven 
or earth but his? Is there not in his manhood 
every grace that can adorn the human nature? 
Is there not in his Godhead every infinite and 
eternal perfection? And do not theſe perfections 
flow through the manhood of the incarnate God 
to render vile and polluted ſinners altogether 
amiable. and lovely? God and man were united 
in one Chriſt in order to. ſave. them from their 
fins, and he puts them into perfect poſſeſſion of 
many of the benefits af his falvation, as pledges 

and 
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and earneſts of his beſtowing more: odd he now 

; debe them and raiſes them from the death of 
ſim to newneſs of life, he pardons their paſt re- 
bellions, ſends his good Spirit into their hearts 


5 to ſhed ahroad in them the comforts of his par- 


doning love, to fill them with joy and peace 
in believing, to enable them to mortify the body 
of ſin, and to put on the new man which after 
- the: image of God is created in righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs. All this is preſent ſalvation, 
the happineſs of which is great beyond deſcrip- 
tion. Oh, come then, my brethren, taſte, and ſee 
what the Lord | Jeſus has to give. Whatever 
your ſtate and circumſtances are, he can make 
you completely happy: for he has engaged that 
all things adverſe as well as proſperous ſhall work 
together for good, for preſent and eternal good, 
to them that love him. And when you can love 
him, becauſe he firſt loved you, then you will find 
that he is able to do exceeding abundantly for 
you, above all that you can either aſk'or think. 
Upon this ſhort view of our Lord's character, 
it appears, that he is altogether lovely. He cer- 
tainly has, as man, as God, and as the incarnate 
God, every perfection of heaven and earth. All 
that is amiable in itſelf, or ought to appear amia- 
ble to us, meets in him, and therefore if we love 
what is amiable in itſelf, or what is good to us, 
we ought to give the firſt place in our hearts to 
* W . And does he then reign in 
3 


Ck DISCOURSE VII. | 181 
them? Is he the ſole Lord of your affections? 
Do you, my brethren, love him in ſincerity, with 
a pure uncorrupt love, and with all your hearts, 
and with all your minds, and with all your 
ſtrength ? Is his kingdom ſet up within you, and 
is it your delight to do the will of your Lord, and 
of your God ? Grace be with all them, who thus 
love the Lord Jeſus. But alas! their number is 
but ſmall : for melancholy it is to ſee, how little 
the generality of men called chriſtians love him, 
who is altogether lovely. The tranſient periſh- 
ing objects of ſenſe, the vanities, the follies of 
life, appear more lovely and have more of their 
hearts than that God, whoſe ſervants and wor- 
ſhippers they . profeſs themſelves to be. Nay, 
the abominable deformity, and horrid uglineſs of 
lin ſeem to them more lovely. What can be the 
reaſon, that men profeſſing chriſtianity ſhould be 
ſo inconſiſtent, and ſhould make ſuch a wrong 
judgment in ſo plain a caſe ? Surely they muſt 
lay under ſome great deluſion : for not to love 
him whom they call their God, and who is alto- 
gether lovely, i is both a diſgrace to their boaſted 
reaſon, and is alſo acting againſt their own preſent 
and eternal intereſt. Sin is the cauſe of this 
monſtrous deluſion. It blinds the ſinner's under- 
ſtanding, that he does not ſee his want of a 
Saviour, and conſequently he cannot judge of the 
Saviour's worth. While he thinks himſelf whole, 
he ſees no occaſion for the phyſician, But fo 
. M ſoon 
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| ſoon 33 confeience awakes, and he is made fen; 
| fiblg of his guilt, and feels his miſery, then he 
will deſire the aſſiſtance of the great phyſician of 
ſouls, and will begin to value him. The more 
deeply he is convinced of fin, the more ear- 
neſtly will he apply to the Lord Jeſus who is 
able to ſave him from his fins. And as he par- 
takes of the graces and bleſſings of falvation, 
the Saviour will grow more and more lovely in 
his eyes. And when conſcience ceaſes to accuſe, 
when the law no longer condemns, but he finds 
joy and peace in believing, then the Saviour will 
be altogether lovely. The believer will form 
higher 5 of him, than he can find words to 
expreſs: yea, he knows, that his ideas of him 
cannot riſe up to the greatneſs of his Lord's 
| merits. As man he is far exalted above the 
children of 1 men, as God he is over all blefſed | 
for ever, and as God incarnate, he is the con- 
tinual joy of the believer's heart, and the ſweet 
ſubje& of his praiſe here in time, and the ſong 
of the glorified ſpirits in heaven will be upon 
the riches of his grace, and they will never be 
able to exhauſt the ſubject, or to ſearch it to the 
bottom, becauſe the riches of Chriſt are un- 
ſearchable and infinite, and eternal. 
Here then we are come to the root of the 
matter. Jeſus is altogether lovely; but why do 
not all men who profeſs to worſhip him think 
bim ſo? Becauſe they do not find their want of 
him. They are under no concern about their 
: ſins, 
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ſins, and have no deſire to know the pardon of 
them, and therefore they ſee no reaſon to eſteem 
the Saviour of ſinners. They are ignorant of 
their own wants, and therefore they know not 
his worth; but baſely, wickedly prefer the worth- 
leſs things of this life to the Lord and giver of 
life and glory. Is not this the ſad ſtate of the 
generality of our people ? And does not this 
evidently prove, that they are chriſtians only in 
name ? They have none of the ſpirit and power 
of their religion, but in their lives dithonour that 
holy name by which they are called. | 
My brethren, are any of you in this ſtate? 
Look up to God and beg of him to ſhew you the 
true ſtate of your ſouls, that you may ſee how 
much you are concerned in what has been ſaid. 
Are you indeed lovers of the Lord Jeſus ? is he 
in your eyes altogether lovely? When the objects 
of ſenſe flatter, and preſent themſelves to your 
choice in the moſt alluring dreſs, then do you ſee 
your beloved Saviour the chief among ten thow 
ſand > Can you give up ten thouſand of them for 
him? For him can you reject with diſdain all that 
the world calls great and honourable, looking 
upon Jeſus to be all and in all? If you are not in 
this ſtate, be aſſured that your hearts are not 
right with God: and if you neither ſee the per- 
fect lovelineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, nor deſire to ſee it, 
then you are ſtill under the power of ſin, deluded 
_ blinded by it, and if God does not. open 
Rh M 2 your 
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your eyes to ſee the deluſion, death will bon ; 
open them to your everlaſting confuſion. But if 
God has convinced you of Fg and you find your 
want of a Saviour, wait upon him, and he will 
give you many happy proofs of his perfect love- 
lineſs. You will experience his love in pardon- 
ing your ſins, in juſtifying you from the guilt of 
them in making you the children of God, and in 
fitting you for his heavenly kingdom. Daily as 
you find your intereſt more clearly in his redeem- 
ing love, you will partake more and more of his 


exceeding great and precious promiſes, whereby 


your love to him will increaſe, and you will find 
him more lovely. Faith will open to you the 
riches of his love, and ſhew you how precious 
he is: for to them that helieve he is precious 
He is precious ndeed to the believer: and he is 
not precious to all men, becauſe they do not ſee 
their want of him, nor know what his free grace 
can do for them: for he has invited all weary 
and heavy-laden ſinners to come and experience 
how happy he can make them. Whatever their 
wants may be, he is willing and able to ſupply 
them. If ye be but ſenſible of them, aſk, my 
brethren, and he will relieve you. Be ye ever 
ſo black in yourſelves, he can make you comely. 
Be your fins ever ſo many, ever ſo heinous, in his 
righteouſneſs you may be preſented before God 
the Father without ſpot of fin unto- ſalvation. 
Have you uit ever ſo e of him, his good 
5 Sgzirit 
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Spirit can give you reaſon to entertain more noble 
ſentiments. Your ingratitude, your very blaſ- 
phemies againſt him may be pardoned, and 
much ingratitude, and many blaſphemies are 
no bar to his free grace. This is the ſweeteſt 
part of our Lord's character, and ought above 
all to endear him unto thoſe who ſee their 
want of his help. Let them come ever ſo late, 
ever ſo guilty, the arms of his mercy are open to 
receive them. If you ſee nothing but ſin in 
yourſelves, yet go to him. His blood cleanſeth 
from all ſin. Implore his mercy, and ſee whether 
he will caſt you out. Be not diſcouraged- by 
looking into yourſelves; you may be deformed 
enough, but remember that he is altogether 
lovely; and by faith you will know his loveli- 
neſs is yours. He will waſh you clean from 
every ſtain of fin in his moſt precious blood, and 
will preſent you before his Father in ſpotleſs 
purity. Be ye ever ſo defiled with uncleanneſs, 
have luſt, drunkenneſs, or gluttony polluted the 
body, and the love of the world, and of the 
things of the world ſtill more polluted the ſoul, 
yet the fountain is open. Go, waſh, and be 
clean. Sins deep as ſcarlet ſhall: be as white as 
ſnowy, fins like crimſon ſhall be as wool. They 
that are waſhed in the Redeemer's blood, ſtand 
before God's tribunal, as white as ſnow, without 
ſpot of ſin unto ſalvation. : 
My dearly-beloved brethren, can ye , Holi 
theſe things, do * aſſent to them, and yet are 
1 
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you not ned to apply to Jeſus Chriſt 70 
his graces and bleſſings? He invites you to come 
to him, and will you not come? Be ye ever ſo 
unworthy, he will make you worthy. Be ye 
ever ſo abominable in the fight of God, he will 
make you lovely. All your wants he is able'and 
Willing to ſupply. Why then do you chuſe to 
live without his graces and bleſſings? They may 
be had freely. Aſk, and ye ſhall have. Only 
expreſs your wants. Beg a ſupply from his 
bounty, and he, that has done all for you, will do 
All in you. Go then with your wants whatever 
| they be, to the throne of grace, and the incarnate 
God will ſupply them. He is more ready to give 
khan you can be to aſk. His heart is large and 
open. It is the ſame tender heart which once 
bled to death for ſinners, it cannot want love. 
And he is now on the throne of glory; he can- 
not want power. Apply to this loving God and 
Saviour of ſinners, and he will convince you of 
your wants, and of his worth. He will beſtow 
upon you out of his fulneſs grace for. grace, until 
you acknowledge with thankful hearts that the 
Lord Jeſus is altogether lovely. 

My chriſtian brethren, you can bear me witneſs, 
that I have ſpoken but a ſmall part of the Re- 
deemer's praiſe : for you believe him to be a true 
and very man, and true and very God, united in 


dne Chriſt, and you know by ſure ſcripture-marks 
Vuundd evidences, that the one Chriſt is your Saviour; 


BH r vou ate intereſted in all that he did 


and 
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| SF ruffored as man, and merited as God, and has 
now as king-mediator to beſtow. Being thus 
enabled to ſay, © My beloved is mine, and 1 
am his,“ you are convinced that your be- 


loved is above all bleſſing and praiſe. You 
cannot reach the greatneſs of his merits. The 
poverty of language, the weakneſs of the 
human underſtanding, the coldneſs of your 


affections are ſo many hindrances to your ſpeak- 


ing of your God and Saviour as he deſerves. 


And when you try to get over theſe obſtacles, 


and have ſome hopes of ſucceſs, yet then you 


find the corruptible body ſo preſſeth down the 


ſoul, and the earthly tabernacle ſo weigheth 
down the mind, that praiſe dies away upon your 
lips. But you hope there is a time at hand, 
when your praiſes will be more perfect. When 
vou ſhall be freed from all the trailties of this 


mortal life, vou will then be better able to diſco- 
ver, and more conſtantly. diſpoſed to celebrate, 


the lovelineſs of your redeeming God. But even 


you will not be equal to the ſubject. Your 


praiſes will be but finite, and the adorable ,Re- 


deemer is infinite. There is no proportion be- | 


| tween them. No more than between time and 
eternity ; and ſuppoſe you continue your praiſes 


to eternity, yet your happineſs, your crowns of 


glory and palms of victory, your ſtanding. con- 


firmed in bliſs are the free gift of God in Jeſus 


Che iſt our Lord. And how then can you worthily 
| extol 


2 . 
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extol the riches of his free grace! * How can 
you pay the debt that you owe to free grace? 
When you have praiſed him for millions of 
years, Jeſus is ſtill as lovely, your praiſe as much 
due, your joy in offering it as great, as when 
you began. There is ſill the fame majeſty in the 
brightneſs of that glory, which ſhines in the face 
of Jeſus Chriſt. He is the light of the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, and light you know is ſweet, yea a 
5 pleaſant thing it is to behold the ſun. Oh how 
ſweet, how pleaſant then muſt it be to ſee the ſun 
of righteouſneſs ſhining in his glory ? Surely he 
will then appear altogether lovely. Bleſſed are ; 
the eyes that ſhall then ſee the king in his beauty, 
and happy, for ever happy, are they who ſhall 
7 then praiſe him ; but even then the higheſt ſtrain 
ol praiſe of angels and men united will not come 
up to. the greatneſs of his merit. He will be 
more lovely than all the tongues of all the hea- 
venly hoſt will be able to e And if the 
glorified ſpirits thus fail, 5 
O thou incarnate God, whoſe glory the hea- 
ven and heaven of heavens cannot contain, par- 
don the low opinion we entertain of thine infi- 
nite excellencies, pardon the imperfe& manner 
in which we have been ſpeaking and thinking 
of thee. Thou knoweſt, Lord, that we deſire 
to know thee more, and to praiſe thee better. 
. Ariſe then, O thou bright and morning-ſtar, and 
ine into our OW, diſpelling the darkneſs of 


7 our 
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our underſtandings, and taking away the depra- 
vity of our wills and affections, that we may ſee 
thy lovelineſs, and our intereſt in it; and enable 
us daily to love thee more and more, until we 
behold thee face to face, and then we ſhall 
know, that our Saviour and our God is altoge- 
ther lovely. Oh thou adorable Jeſus, admit us 
all to this bleſſed viſion and fruition of thy God- 
head. May all this congregation be in the hap- 
py number of thy redeemed people, who are to 
praiſe and admire thine infinite lovelineſs for 
ever and ever. So be it to the honour and glory 
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three perſons in 
one Divine Eſſence, to whom be equal praiſe 
and worſhip in heaven and earth, in time and in 
eternity. Amen and Amen, 
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1 k my 22 = this 6 my fi. 


Is the laſt . 1 endeayoured to recom- 
mend to vou ſome of the lovelineſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt. It was only ſome part of his lovelineſs : : 
for we know it at preſent but in part. It is in- 
finite, and ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding. The 
moſt enlightened mind cannot fully comprehend 
it, no not in heaven. We ſhall not be able in 
eternity to diſcover all the perfeCtions of our in- 
carnate God, and how then can we think or 
ſpeak worthily of them at preſent ? We muſt 
fall below the majeſty of the ſubject, but that is 
no reaſon we ſhould not treat of it. It is our duty 


and intereſt to think and to ſpeak of our bleſſed 
Saviour in the moſt ſublime ideas, and in the 
- higheſt expreſſions, becauſe we cannot exceed 


the greatneſs of his merits. He is above all 
bleſſing and praiſe; and ſo you will believe, 
when you know him to be your Saviour. When 
the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation enlightens 
the eyes of your underſtanding, then you will 
behold ſome of Chriſt's lovelineſs ; and when you 


are enabled to ſay with true faith This is my 


| Ms beloved, 
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* beloved, and this is my friend”---then his love- 
Iineſs will appear to you with a new grace and 
excellency, GE you will then ſee your inter- 
eſt in it. | | 
Di 46 the particular view, in which 1 ſhall 
conſider our Lord's lovelineſs at preſent. Ihe 
believer knows him to be his beloved, and the 
perfections of Chriſt appear with a peculiar 
beauty through this endearing relation, becauſe 
he can truly ſay—-He that has theſe perfections is 
my beloved, and my friend, he has them for me, I 
have a ſure intereſt in them, in time, and in eternity. 
My brethren, do the perfections of Chriſt appear 
to you in this light? Can you take up the 
words of the text, and repeat them from your 
own experience? I fear there are not many of 
us who can: for the generality of men, called 
_ Chriſtians, chooſe other beloveds, and other 
friends, 'than Jeſus Chriſt: Many of them have 

no love for him, or if he has any place at all, yet 
he has not the firſt place in their hearts and af. 
fections, no not even in theirs, to whom he has 
been moſt bountiful. Where his favours have 
been great, there one might expect great returns 
of love, but we find no ſuch thing in fact. Not 
many worldly-wiſe and learned, not many rich 
and noble repay his favours with thankfulneſs. 
Though Chriſt be altogether lovely, and ought 
to appear ſo to them, yet few of them love him. 
What can * the reaſon, that men of genius, 
whom 
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whom Chriſt has bleſſed with great gifts "*} 
talents, ſhould make him no ſuitable returns of 
gratitude? And that men who profeſs them- 
ſelves to be his worſhippers ſhould have no love 
for their God? The true cauſe is, they are in 
love with ſin, and it blinds them. Chriſt is all 
beauty, but they have no eyes to ſee it; no not 
even a deſire to ſee it, until they begin to find 
the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin. When conſci- 
ence is uneaſy about the pardon of their ſins, 
and they feel their want of a Saviour, then they 
will begin to deſire his ſalvation, and God will 
hear their deſires, and will open their eyes to ſce 
a precious Chriſt, and will give them faith to 
believe in him to the ſaving of the ſoul. Faith 
makes Chriſt appear precious : for it is the pro- 
per office of faith to enable us to behold Chriſt's 
excellencies, and it is the proper work of that 
faith, which worketh my love, to let us know 
our intereſt in them, by which every excellency 
appears to us more lovely. And the text de- 
ſcribes this office, and alſo this work of faith. 
The believer firſt declares that Chriſt is altoge- 
ther lovely, and then that he knew Chriſt's love- 
lineſs was his. Ihis is my beloved, and this is 
e my friend.” —He is my beloved on whom my 
heart and mine affections are entirely placed, be- 
cauſe he firſt loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
He has ſhed abroad his love in my heart, and I 
know that my beloved is mine, and I am his.— 
= | te 
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0 He i is mine—my friend-—who. has my welfare _ 


heart, and who will deny me nothing that can 


make me happy i in time and in eternity. May 
the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus open all your under- 
ſtandings to ſee, and all your hearts to receive 
theſe comfortable truths, while I am diſcourſing 
upon the words, and opening the ſweet doctrine | 
contained in them, by thewing 


Firſt, What Chriſt has done to PRs ils ſ 


ſelf the beloved and the friend of every be 
lerer. 
- Secondly, The bath 8 knowledge of his in- 
tereſt-; in it, before he could ſay, W is my . 
loved, and this is my friend. 1 — 
 - Thirdly, From whence aroſe the certainty 4 £ 
bis knowledge. 
Fourthly, The hapalarth he had in ti 
certainly, that Chriſt was his beloved and his 
friend. And then I will apply the whole as God 
ſhall enable me to your conſciences. | 
And Firſt, I am to ſhew what Chriſt has * 
to make himſelf the beloved, and the friend of 
every believer. 1 > | + TSR 
If men followed the common inſtincts of nature, 
je had no bias to turn them from their-own in- 
tereſt, he would be the beloved friend of the 
whole world: for is there a more natural or 
ſtronger inſtin&, then the love of pleaſure and 
the hatred of pain? We are ſubje& to innu- 
| meruble Pains both in n and ſoul, in this 
| world 
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TY and in the next, and we have very few 
enjoyments, that can be called real pleaſures, 
Sin was the cauſe of all our miſery. It robbed 
us of our pleafures, and brought upon us our 
pains. All was good, until fin entered into the 
world; but when it entered, all evil entered 
with it, the evil of pain to torment our bodies 
and bring them down to the grave of death, the 
evil of guilt to torment our conſciences, and the 
evil of puniſhment beyond the grave, where ſoul 
and body were to receive the wages of ſin. From 
theſe evils the Lord Jeſus came into the world to 


5 ſave his people. And he took our nature that 


in it he might bear our griefs and carry our ſor- 
rows. The holy law of God accuſed us of tranſ- 
greſſion, and he came to anſwer the demands of 
the law, which he did by paying it a full and 
perfect obedience, and this obedience, being the 
act of a divine and infinite perſon, had there- 
fore a divine and infinite merit to atone and 
ſatisfy for ſin. For tranſgreſſing the holy ſaw of 
God we were liable to ſuffer the threatened pains 
and penalties, Chriſt in our nature ſuffered them 
for us, taking our fins upon him, and bearing 
the: griefs and ſorrows and death due to them; 
or the feripture declares, that he was made fin 
for us who knew no lin, and that he- bare our 
fins in his own body upon the tree, and that by 
His ſtripes we are healed. And he demonſtrated 

that theſe * were 9 meritorious, 
„%% | 5 when 
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when he rofe from the dead for our juſtification. 
And thus by his active and paſſive obedience he 
wrought out an all- perfect righteouſneſs for us, N 
and when the Holy Spirit nber us to lay hold 
of it by the hand of faith, then being thus ap- 
plied and made ours, we are not only freed from 
condemnation and redeemed from the curſe of 
the broken law, and from all the pains and pe- 
nalties due to the breach of it, but do alſo re- 
ceive a right and title to the preſent graces, and 
to the eternal bleſſings purchaſed for us by the 
obedience and ſufferings of our moſt bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Now let us examine how the forementioned 
inſtin& operates in the preſent caſe. We all 
love pleaſure, and hate pain. This is an uni- 
verſal principle in human nature. And here is 
à Saviour who promiſes to deliver us from the 
preſent and eternal pains to which ſin had ſub- 
jected us, and to give us of his ſpiritual and hea- 
venly pleaſures here in time and in eternity. He 
is able to fulfil his promiſe, for he is the Al. 
mighty God. He is willing: for as his power 
zs, ſo is his love; both are alike infinite. And 
indeed he is daily fulfilling his promiſe unto all 
true believers. But are all men ſeeking frée- 
dom from pain and enjoyment of pleaſure at his 
hands? Do their deſires, their affections move 
to him, with the ſame natural inſtinct with 


which way would fly from ſickneſs and purſut 
health ? 
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health ?:- Let ws Peak 
men found to act with ere dene Chrig, 


| who has preſent ſalvation to give them from 5 | 

and its effects in his kingdom of grace, and the 
plwKẽeaſures of eternal ſalvation to beſtow: in his 
Fingdom of glory? Alas! he is deſpiſed and 


rejected of men; although he became a man of 


by ſorrows On purpoſe to carry. Our ſorrows, and 


griefs, yet they hide as it were their faces from 


him. The haters of pain chooſe ſin with all its 
miſeries, rather than agcept of the great ſalva- 
tion of our God, and the lovers of pleaſure pre- 


fer the empty periſhing joys of ſenſe to the ſolid 
and everlaſting joys of his heaven, In what re- 


lates to the ſoul they act againſt that very in- 
Kinct, by which they are invariably guided in 

| what relates to the body. What can be the rea- 
ſion, that the ſame men ſhould act ſo inconſiſt- 
ently in a caſe ſo exactly parallel? Sin is the 
true cauſe. Sin has deſtroyed the uſe of the intel- 


jectual faculties in all ſpiritual matters, and by 
cutting off all communion with God who is the 


fountain of ſpiritual life, has left the ſoul in a 
ſtate of death, even dead in treſpaſſes and fins. 
The ſodl of every natural man is repreſented in 
ſeripture to be as dead to all motions of grace, as 


dead to God and to the things of God, as a life- 


 teſs corpſe is to the things of this world. Talk 


to it of its wants, it feels them not. Recom- 
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mend to it the Redeemer's ſweet graces and di- 
vine excellencies, it has no defire to find an in- 
tereſt in them: becauſe it feels not its wants of 
them. Io perſons in this ſtate Jeſus Chriſt can- 
not appear lovely. Notwithſtanding all that he 
has done and ſuffered to endear himſelf to ſin- 
ners, yet while they ſee an engaging form 
and comelineſs in ſin, they can ſee no form or 
| comelineſs i in the Saviour that they oe defire 
| bim 3 
But when one of theſe 8 is e 
from the dead fleep of lin, when his eyes are 
opened to ſee himſelf, when he has a clear view 
given him of his ſinful heart and of his wicked 
life, and the Spirit of God ſets home the con- 
viction of fin upon his conſcience, and makes 
him ſenſible of his guilt and of his danger, then 
he will find his want of a Saviour, and will ſee a 
peculiar ſuitableneſs and fitneſs in Jeſus Chriſt 
to ſupply all his wants. He has every office, 
and every qualification that an awakened ſinner 
could wiſh. He is juſt ſuch a Saviour as his 
heart could defi ire; and when he begins to ice 
Chriſt in this light, then he will begin to appear 
lovely in his eyes. And when out of the riches 
of his grace he begins to ſupply the ſinners“ 
wants, then he will become more lovely: for 
the more any man knows of Chriſt, the more he 
will love him. But when the pardoned ſinner 
taſtes the ſweetneſs of redeeming love, and finds 
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Joy ad peace ſhed: abroad in his heart by the 
Holy Spirit, when he can ſay Jeſus Chriſt loved 
5 me and gave himſelf for me, then the beloved 
Saviour appears altogether lovely, becauſe he 


5 ſees his intereſt i in the obedience and ſufferings 


of the God-man. He can take up/the'words-of 

the text, and ſpeak them he 5 his own 6; nd 
ence, which leads me . 

IJ ; Secondly; To | confider the believer 8 a. 

5 ledge of his intereſt in Chriſt, before he could 

ſay, This is my beloved; and this is my friend.” 


Hlere he applies to himſelf what Chriſt had done 


for ſinners, as the ground of his love and 
friendſhip to him. He had been made to ſee 


5 nis wants. The ſoul being awakened had found 


: the burden of ſin intolerable, and had gone weary 
and heavy laden to Jeſus Chriſt, and he had 
given it reſt. The ſoul being convinced of ſin, 
felt the torments of a guilty conſcience, which 
nothing could quiet and comfort, but the atoning 
blood of the lamb of God; and when this was 
ſprinkled upon the conſcience, it felt the ſove- 
reign healing virtue: for the blood of Jeſus 
quenched the bell 195 and brought down 


heaven into the ſoul. The Holy Spirit hore his 


Inward witneſs, that this was the work of God ; 
and he continued the heavenly) Joy of his firſt teſti- 


mony, by enabling the believer to ſhew the re- 
ality of the inward work by the outward evidence 
. ans his life and | gonreaſitioh, * brin bing forth 
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| = rick Tee ripe fruits: of the Spirit to-the glory 
of God. And thus he had good evidence of his 
being intereſted in thę obedience and atonement, 
in the righteouſneſs and ſanctifying grace of 
Jeſus Chtiſt, and lived in ſure and certain hope 
of inheriting We him N ant eng: 
leſs glory. 

The ſinner muſt e theſe Pena” "A 
fore he can ſay of the Redeemer, © This is my 
i beloved and my friend.” He moſt find in 
| himſelf. theſe. proofs of Chriſt's love and. friend- 
ſhip, which he was to ſhew to ſinners. He had 
wiſdom; and pardon, righteouſneſs and holineſs, 
and eternal redemption to give them; but my 
_ gratitude and love cannot ariſe from his having 
them to give to ſinners in general, but to me in 
particular. I muſt haye reaſon to call them 
mine, he muſt enable me to apply and to appro- 
priate them to myſelf, before I can ſee his love- 
lineſs in giving them; becauſe it is not what he 
does to others, but what he does to my ſoul, 
that makes him my beloved, and my friend. 
And hence came the wiſe remark, which was ſo 
often made by our firſt reformers, © That an un- 
applied Chriſt is no Chriſt.” All that he has 
| done and ſuffered for ſinners muſt be applied to 
me, before I can call him mine. Hei is the wiſ⸗ 
dom and the light of his people, but how can he 
appear to me altogether lovely in this character, 
af 1 am ſtill in ignorance and darkneſs? How 
5 N 2 | can 


, 
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Lan 1 love him for being made unto me widow, 
until he has enlightened me with ſaving truth ? 
He has pardon to give to the greateſt finners, 
but if it be never made out to me, I can have 
none of the comforts of it; and how then can 1 
leve him for being the pardoner of ſin, unleſs 
J feel my conſcience at peace with God, 
through the remiffion of my fin,” as our church 
expreſſes it in the third part of the homily for 
Rogation Week? He has the robe of perfect 
righteouſneſs to beſtow, but if I know nothing 
of my being cloathed with it, the law will ſtil! 
oondemn, and my conſcience will be full of guilt 
and horror; and how then is it poſſible for me 


do love him for being the! righteouſneſs of the 


faints, if I never find joy and peace in believing 
that his righteouſneſs is imputed unto me for my 
juſtification ? He is the believer's holineſs and 
 ſandtification, but how is he mine, while I find 
_ myſelf enſlaved to ſin, and kept under its domi- 
nion? How ean I love Chriſt, for being the 
ſunctiſication of his people, while Lam under the 
abfolute power of fin? Chriſt is alſo made unte 
the believer redemption, but if I know nothing 
of my having received redemption. through his 
blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins, how can I 
lift up my head with joy, when the almighty 
Judge is coming in the clouds, as knowing that 
my redemption then draweth nigh? In like 
manner all Chriſt's gifts and graces are matter of - 
. . 298 >; joy 
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15 to the pardoned ſinner, ſo far; as he receives | 
them, and knows by faith his intereſt i in them; 
without this knowledge, of what benefit can 
they be, or what comfort can they adminiſter to 
any perſon? For if you be ſick, and have an 
excellent remedy that would cure you, yet it 
can do you no ſervice, unleſs you take it. Sup- 
poſe you are periſhing of hunger and thirſt, ſet- 
ting meat and drink before you will not fave 
your life, unleſs you uſe them. If you are na- 
ked and like to be frozen to death, wall. thoſe 
eloaths warm you and fave your life, which vou 
never put on? So Chriſt is the medicine of the 
ſin-fick ſoul, but if Chriſt's virtue be not applied 
to heal, if the medicine be not taken, how can 
it work a cure? So he is the bread of life, but 
unleſs he be taken, and verily and indeed re- 
ceived as ſpiritual food, how can he ſupport the 
life of God in the ſoul of man? So Chriſt is the 
eloathing of his people, but how can he be their 
_ cloathing, if they never put him on? How can 
they appear before God in ſpotleſs putity, if they 
have never put on Chriſt Jeſus'the Lord? Surely 


then there is great judgment in that wiſe ſaying, . 


which our reformers had fo often in their mouths; 


An unapplied Chriſt is no Chriſt ”—he is no 2 


Chriſt to that ſinner to whom he is not applied, 
and therefore he is not his beloved nor his 
's - rk. From 


GE 
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5 OY bauer appears the manner and Kind of 
e on Which the believer grounded the 
words of the text. He was able to apply to 
bimfelf all that Chriſt had done and ſuffered for 
finners. He knew it experimentally. | He had 
the comforts of it in his own heart, and ſeeing 
clearly his intereſt in Chriſt, he therefore ſaw 


wn. 1 — 2 * 
. 


him altogether A 8 
But perhaps ſome one may atk; Can I als 
the merits af Chriſt's obedience and ſufferings fo 
clearly and ſafely to myſelf, that I may be ſure 
1 am not deluded? This is a very important 
enquiry, which I ſhall purſue, under my third 
head, wherein I was to conſider what certainty 


Jean have of Chriſt's being my beloved and my 


friend. The ſcripture promiſes us full and 
complete evidence, and it is the office of faith 
to enable us to reſt upon it. Our certainty 
ariſes from our faith, and from what faith ſhews 
us of our own particular intereſt i in God's promi- 
ſes. The word of promiſe and the Holy Spirit 
7 applying. the word muſt go together: for the 
| word 1 18 but a dead letter, unleſs the Holy Spirit 
animate and quicken it, by: working faith in the 


— 


Fi 


heart to apply; it favingly: Faith is a divine 


| grace given us by the Spirit of God on purpoſe 
to convince us of our intereſt in Jeſus Chtiſt and 
to enable us to apply the: promiſes to ourſelves: 


for it is expreſsly ſaid to be © the gilt o of 8 
011 | 8 and 
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and: to be wrought in us by the operation of 
« God By his almighty operation he works 
in my heart a clear conviction of my being ac- 
cepted at. the bar of juſtice, as juſt: and righ- 
teous; through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. 
When the Holy Spirit has given the believer this 
clear conviction, then he 1 2 divine authority 
both from the word of truth and the ſpirit of 
power, to call the Saviour his beloved and his 
friend. The Holy Spirit muſt enable him to do 
this: for no man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord 
« but by the Holy Ghoſt ;” and therefore with- 
out the Holy Ghoſt how can any man ſay, that 
Jeſus is my Lord? Indeed he will be ſo far 
from ſaying it, that he will queſtion whether it 
can be ſaid with certainty. The natural man 
who has not the divine grace of faith is always 
reaſoning againſt it, and concludes with himſelf 
that it is altogether preſumption. He cannot 
ſee, how it works. full aſſurance in the mind; 
And how ſhould he? As he is a ſtranger to the 
thing, how ſhould he judge of the nature of the 
evidence which it gives? He is a more impro- 
per judge, than a blind man is of colours: for 
until he receive faith from God as his gift, and 
by the operation of God as the work of his 
Spirit, he can form no idea of the nature of the 
certainty, which it produces in the mind. The 
ſcripture teaches him, that faith is the evidence 
of things not ſeen, even ſuch evidence as gives 
3 * 


5 them a prefent ſubſtance and re: 
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ality; ſe that the 
whole man, and every faculty of ſoul and body 
reſt upon the certainty of them with full aſſu · 
rance, and direct every word and work towards 
the attainment of them: but the natural man 
receiveth not theſe things. How the eye of 
faith ſhould. be open to ſee what is to the natural 
man inviſible, ſeems to him a great myſtery. | 
And ſo it will be, until God open his eyes. He 
only can do it: yea, he only can convince him 
that he is now blind. Oh that the enlightening 
Spirit may open the eyes of every perſon here 
preſent who has no certainty of his intereſt in 
Chriſt, that he may not only be convinced ſuch 

a thing is to be attained, but may alſo be led to 
ſeek, until he find all the comforts of it, which 
comforts [ el in the fourth s is. con- 
| ider. Fo 
The comforts which 1 hand werk = are rea- 
Itior+—ptordiiad in God's infallible word be- 
ſtowed by his Spirit and received by faith. 
They no more depend upon fancy and imagi- 
nation, than the objects do which we ſee with 
dur eyes and handle with our hands. The ſoul 
has as true a perception of them, as. the-bodily : 
_ ſenſes can have of any ſolid ſubſtanee. And y ᷓtl̃ 
may as well ſay, we are deluded at our common 
meals when. we are eating or drinking, or when 
we. are hearing a fine piece of muſic, as ſuppoſe 
righteouſneſs, and peace, and or in the Holy 

' 00 n | Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt'to be a deluſion. Thank God the believer + 
knows; and is happy in knowing the reality of 
thoſe things. When he can fay with the apoſtle, 
Jeſus Chriſt loved me, and gave himſelf for me 
And with the faithful in the text He is my | 
beloved, and he is my friend, then he has the 
preſent poſſeſſion of the graces and bleſſings pur= 
chaſed by the Redeemer's obedience and ſuffer- 
ings, and the eternal poſſeſſion is ſecured to him 
under the ſeal of two infallible. witneſſes, VIZ. 
the word and the Spirit of God. The comforts, 
which he enjoys in this ſtate, can no more be 
deſcribed than the joys of heaven. He has a 
love which paſſeth knowledge, a peace which 
ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding, a joy which is un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory. In one word—the 
Comforter is his. The eternal Spirit, whoſe 
name, whoſe office, whoſe glory it is to be the 
_ comforter of God's people, is his. He is the 
applier of all comfort, and he dwells in the heart 
to apply it; what comfort then can be wanting? 
He is the ſinner's comforter: for he comes to 
give him faith, and to aſſure him of his pardon 
and acceptance. He is the believer's comforter 
in all times and ſtates, ſtrengthening and eſta- 
bliſhing him, ſhedding abroad in his heart that 
love, which makes proſperity ſafe,” and adverſity 
ſweet, and which renders even the way of the 
commandments delightful And this divine 
comforter: is the deareſt pledge of our Lord's 
love; 
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Hr n be ab wa of mine; fays the bleſſed 
et Jeſus, and ſhall ſhew it unto you, even to all 
his diſciples and followers to the end of the 
world. Te ſhall take of my graces and bleſſings, 
and ſhall ſhew them unto you, ſhall manifeſt them 
and your intereſt in them to your hèarts. I will 
ſend him for this purpoſe. In this one gift, he 
ſent yu all; becauſe he ſent you that Spirit 
who lets you know kyour intereſt in all: knowing 
this you are happy, yea happier than tongue of 
men or angels can deſcribe. Vour loftieſt de- 
fcriptions fall ſhort of the happineſs which the 
Lord Jeſus gives by his Spirit in the preſent life: 
1 and they who taſte of it, ſind that he is altogether 
lovely, and are affured that he is their beloved 
and their friend. May the God of all mercy and 
conſolation aſſure every one of you of your inte- 
reſt in the Redeemer's friendſhip, | that you may 
receive ess magie Peu dark it in ee and 
| "oy eternity. - i e 4 
And now let us look FROM OY 8 
— What has been fard to our own hearts. You 
have heard what the Lord Jeſus did and ſuffered 
to make himſelf the beloved and the friend of all 
| believers, and what knowledge he gives them of 
their intereſt in his obedience and ſufferings, 
nay what certainty they have by faith of their 
intereſt in him, from whence flows a continual 
ſource of pure and ſpiritual comfort. Since 
theſe —— are foy the matter is now brought 
8 . to 
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to a Sch and that is; can beit my brethren, 
take up the words of the text, and upon the 
clear evidence of your 'own- experience declare, 
Jeſus Chriſt is my beloved and my friend He is 
mine, and Lam his- -His good Spirit bears teſtis 
mony of it in my heart The word of God bears 
teſtimony of it in my life: for. I am become a 
new creature, and live anew life in Chriſt Jeſus! 
If you can ſay this with truth, then you are happy. 
But if you cannot, you want the true foundation 
of goſpel comfort, which is laid in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and in the Te I. have Wy my telt in 
him. e eee e | 9 
But n 7. of: you may think, that lids 
is no knowing for certain, and others may think 
it preſumption for a man to declare, that he 
knows ſo much of the ſtate of his foul, as to be 
certain that Chriſt is his beloved and his friend. 
Hear what the ſcripture ſays:· Jeſus Chriſty” 
ſays the bleſſed apoſtle Paul, loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me.“ Certainly this was not 
preſumption in Paul, nor yet in the beloved 
John, when he ſaid---< The Son of God hath 
given us an underſtanding g, that we may know 
e him that is true, and we are in him that is 
4 true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt.“ Ne did 
not think it any preſumption to deolare 9 
was in Chriſt, rooted and built up in him. 
But theſe apoſtles; ſome will ſay, were in- 


pred: they knew this by inſpiration,” but is it 
2 e Ys the 


— 


= * 
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the common piicilews of all believers to tow 
it? It is. Every true believer knows that Chriſt 
Jeſus is his Saviour and his God. Faith mani- 
feſts it to him; and faith is wrought in him by 
the operation of the Holy Spirit for this very pur- 
poſe. So ſays our church in the third part of the 
PROM of ſalvation, © The true faith is a ſure 
e truſt and confidence in God that by the merits 
«of Chrift my fins be forgiven, and I am recon- 
E ciled to the favour of God and am partaker 
| te of the kingdom of heaven by Chriſt.” And 
in the third part of the homily for Rogation week 
our church ſays, © that a man may feel his con- 
< ſcience at peace with God through remiſſion 
< of his ſin.” So ſay the living members of our 
church. They can uſe her words without pre- 
ſumption, and declare, that they have a ſure 
ttuſt and confidence in God that by the merits 
of Chriſt their ſins are forgiven, and they are 
reconciled to the favour of God, and are par- 
takers of the kingdom of heaven by Chriſt, and 
that they feel their conſcience at peace with 
God through remiſſion of their ſin. What can 
you object to theſe authorities? The liturgy 
will not ſuffer any member of our church to 
make the leaſt objection: for in the prayer after 
the communion ſervice, we are taught, * That 
God does aſſure them, who have duly received | 
e theſe holy myſteries, of his favour and good- 
< neſs towards them; nay more, aſſures them 
115 55 « that 


— 


« that they are very 3 incorporate into 
_ « the myſtical body of his Son, and alſo affures 


* them that they are heirs through the hope of 


« his everlaſting kingdom.“ Here our church 
| plainly” teaches, that a believer may know Chriſt 
to be his beloved and his friend: for he may 
have afſurance' of God's fayour and goodneſs 
towards him, the aſſurance of his being united to 


Chrift, and incorporated into his myſtical body, 


and the aſſurance of his being an heir of Chriſt's 


everlaſting kin gdom. The warmeſt contenders 
for the aſſurance of faith could not have expreſſed 5 


their opinion in ſtronger terms, than our church 
uſes in this prayer. And now, my brethren of 


the church of England, what do you think of 


theſe authorities? Are they not clear and de- 
cifive? And will you not be determined by. 
them? Here you have the word of God, and 
the Spirit of God, and the people of God with 
one voice declaring, that a man not only may 
know, but that it is the very office and work of 
ſaving faith to let him know, and to aſſure him 
of, the favour and goodneſs of God towards him, 
and that he is a member of Chriſt, and an heir 
of glory. Do not then, my brethren, deny. a 
fact ſo well atteſted. ' Your denial of i it will only 
prove your want of true ſaving faith. And it is 
a very ſtrong proof to others, would.” to God vou 
ſaw your want of it yourſelves. At preſent you 
* againſt the certainty which faith gives, 

| becauſe 


4 
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becauſe vou bave not received it, nor Have 
any deſire for it. Is not this the caſe? This 
news your want of that faith, which is the ope- 
ration of God. When faith is the work of his 


' grace, it brings. abſolute certainty. According 


do the apoſtle} it gives ſubſtance to the things 
hoped for, and evidence to the things not ſeen. 
It you have not this kind of faith, don't diſpute | 


againſt it, leſt you ſhould. be found diſputing 


* 


againſt God. Rather beg of God to give it you. 
Aſk him, if it be the privilege of believers to 
know Jeſus. Chriſt to be your beloved and your 
friend, to give you this knowledge. Ak; it for 
the ſake. of your preſent and eternal peace. If 
vou deſire a calm ſerene conſcience, free from 
the guilt of ſin, and ſaved from the power and 
dominion of it, beg you may know: your intereſt 
in the Lord Jeſus: for until you know it, you 
cannot live upon the promiſes nor enjoy the com- 
forts of the goſpel. You cannot live upon the 
promiſes but by faith, by that faith which makes 
the things hoped for ſubſtantially preſent, and 


_ _ realizes the things not. ſeen, and thus epjays. the 


. 


comforts of the goſpel. But as you have not 
this faith vou live without Chriſt. in the world, 
and if you ſhould. come to die without any, hope 
in him, Oh think what your condition would 
then be. All your ſins would ſtand unatoned 
againſt vou. Conſcience would accuſe. The 
broken law would condemn you. Juſtice muſt 

give 
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; give you your due; and what? but tis wages 
of ſin, even eternal deſtruction of ſoul and body. 
Are not theſe very intereſting and alarming con- 
ſiderations? I pray God to give them their pro- 

per weight and influence upon your minds. 
May he convince you of your want of faith, and 
ſtir you up to ſeek it as the free gift, and as the 
work and operation of the almighty Spirit. Thus 
ſeek and you ſhall find. Continue ſeeking. with 
humility in the ways of the ordinances, and you 
will be brought to the knowledge of a loving 
Saviour, Who will give you many reaſons to call 
him your beloved and your friend. 

If then you are convinced of ſin, and ſee your 
gullt and your danger, what ſhould hinder: you 
from accepting the bleſſings of Chriſt's love? Is 
it the ſenſe of your unworthineſs? He is the 
Saviour of the unworthy. Are you afraid he 
will not receive you, becauſe you are great ſin- 
ners? Ile came to ſave the greateſt. But you 
have been high and long in rebellion againſt him. 
Then you ſtand in greater need of pardon. 
Make more haſte to obtain it, and apply more 
earneſtly for it. But you find ſo much weakneſs 
and backwardneſs in yourſelf that you are at a 
loſs how to take one ſtep: this is another motive 


for applying to him. Read for your encourage: 


ment that ſweet ſcripture, * e The ſon of man is 


ce come to ſeek and to ſave FR which was loſt.” 
| 1 EL cs G0 
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finners, for ſuch he came to ſeek and to ſave. 


He is the beloved Saviour and friend of ſinners. 


His love to them brought him down from heaven 
D carried him through a blaſpheming perſecuting 


oh world—nailed him to the croſs, and laid him in 


the grave. Can he want love for ſinners, who 
did ſo much, who bled to death for them? 
What can he with-hold from them, who is now 
their advocate, pleading their cauſe, and inter- 
ceding for them at the bar of juſtice? Oh ſin- 
ner, conſider what a bleſſing it is to have an ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righ- 
teous, who is willing and able to ſupply all thy 
wants. Make them known to him. Open thy 
heart before him, and acknowledge thy great and 
numerous ſins. Confeſs them, and they will be 
no bar to his love and friendſhip. He will do 
honour to his free grace by making thee out a 
full pardon. The Holy Spirit will be ſent to 

bear his teſtimony of it in thy heart, he will give 
thee love and joy in believing, he will cloath thee 
with the perfe& righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, he 
will enrich thy juſtified ſoul with his ſanctifying 
graces, mortifying fin in thee, and making thee 
alive to God; and he will make thee happy in 
having the moſt high God and Saviour for thy 
beloved and er ene here in time baud in 


| eternity. n | 
OE, All 
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AN i: more than. this, the Lord Jobs 


weill go fbr very" unpardoned inner, Who will 
apply to him, No tongue can, relate the great 
vels and number of the graces and bleſſings 
which he bas to give to ſinners, Faith has a 
preſent taſtę of them, and hope now enjoys them; 
and though imperfettly, yet no deſęriptiop can 


come up to what the belieyer feels; and who 


then is able to deſcribe, ho great they wilb he 
when faith and hope ſhall. ceaſe, and the foul 
| ſhall be filled with: the love of God. Oh . 
happineſs, what a heaven will it be fo ſeg 
Saviour in the brightneſs of divine glry.!. 10 0 
behold him face to facercand then to be able to 
ſay of him, whom all the hoſt of heaven worſhip, 
of ths eternal and almighty God whom all the 
redeemed adore-—this is my beloved, and this is 
my friend; that will be joy unſpeakable... Oh 
how: lovely, how. altogether lovely will this 
bleſſed God then appear in the eyes: of finnery, 
when his love and friendſhip-ſhall have brought 
them ſafe to the enjoyment of his eternal glory! 
How will they then admire and. praiſe, the Wore 
ders of his redeeming love! What ſubject of joy; 
and: gratitude, and thanks: will their conſiders 
tion of his free grace afford them, which'rajſed 
them from the loweſt ſtats of wretchedneſs to 
the higheſt happinefs of his heaven. ' Certainly 
their blefſedneſs ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding. 
No tongue can utter, or heart concelve, how 


Vor. F)) WW... great 
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great it 16. And yet, ſinner, all this may be 
thine. The Lord Jeſus promiſes it freely. Come 
then and accept of it. © Unleſs thou thinkeſt thy 
fins can make thee happier than God can, re- 
turn to them no more. Now cloſe in with the 
invitation that is made thee. Take Jeſus for 
iy Ged. G0 this day, this hour to the throne 
bf his grace. Commit thyſelf into his hands, 
finful as thou art, and he will ſend his good Spi- 
rit into thy heart, to give thee preſent comforts 
of falvation, and to prepare thee for the eternal 
falvation of thy Lord and thy F 
And now What wait we for, O die moſt 
Blefſed God and moſt loving Saviour, but that 
we may all experience the truth of this ſerip- 
ture, Write it Lord J eſus in all our hearts, 
| Send- us away with warm impreſſions of it upon 

our minds. Oh that every ſoul here preſent had 
reaſon to ſay, Vea, he is altogether lovely— 
Whatever i is lovely in heaven and earth meets in 
the incarnate God, and this incarnate God is 
my beloved and this is my friend. May the 
grace of the Eternal Three, of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, manifeſt to your ſouls the perfect 
bovelinefs of Jeſus Chriſt, and keep bim your 
beloved and your friend in time, until you ſee 


him face to face in bis eternal glory. © Ane and 
535 | Pork 
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— k ty ee Kone 0 bon fare among 
women, hither 15 thy beloved turned a 105 that 
Loe may. ſeth lin with thee.” | | T4988 


Is the 3 of the ih 3 we 8 
the believer fallen into a ſpiritual ſlumber. Af- 
ter. much ſweet communion. with Chriſt, and 
long walking i in the light of his countenance, he 
grew negligent. While the bridegroom tarried 
he ſlumbered and ſlept. He left off ſtirring. up 
the gift of God that was in him, and ceaſed. to 
be watchful and to ſtrengthen the things which 
remain. And thus he forgot the rule laid down 
for the conduct of belie vers Let us not ſleep, 
«© as others, do, but let us watch and be ſober.” 
Chriſt is repreſented as coming to the ſoul 
e in this ſecurity, but it was not a total, 
univerſal ſleep, like the dead ſleep of ſin: for he 
found the heart awake, and capable of j diſtin- 
guiſhing it to be his voice, that knocked at 
the door of the heart for admittance and ſaid, 
Open to me, my ſiſter, my love, my dove, my 
* undefiled, for I have been waiting till my 
« "A is filled with dew, and my locks with 
pr ” 55 "£8 the 
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_ 4:the * of the night.“ The ſoul, its to 
enjoy its indolent flumber, excuſes itſelf from 
riſing to let him in. Upon which he withdrew 
himſelf, and hid his face. He took away the 


| 5 ſenſible feeling of his. comforts, but at the ſame 


time left ſomething in the heavk, which made 


it ſenſible of its paſt unk indneſs, and put it 
upon endeavouring earneſtly to recover its for- 
mer communion and ſweet fellowſhip with Chriſt. 

The foul is reſtleſs until they be recovered, 
goes out to ſeek for Chriſt; but cannot find him-— 
calls, but he gives no-anſwer—meets with re- 
| proach! and perſecution in the ſearch, and yet 
ives it not over -- turns to the daughters of Jeru- 
alem, the outward members of the church, and 
charges them if they found her beloved to tell 
him, that ſhe was ſick of love; ſhe had enjoyed 
the ſweetneſs of his preſence, and now ſo di- 

ſtinstly diſcerned his abſenoe, as to be ſick and 
in pain for the return of his love. Inſtead of 

anfwering directly, they enquire, What is thy 
beloved more than another beloved, O thou 
<6 faiteſt among women, what is thy beloved 
more than another beloved; that thou ſo charg- 
A «/ oft) us.” This queſtion gave vecaſion/ to the 
believer to deferibe his beloved.“ He draws 4 
character of Ohriſt, and paints his excellencies 
under the moſt fublime images nature could at- 
ford; but finds all tob mean to expreſb Chriſt's 
worth, and his value ſot it. He therefore fums 
9 | 07 it 
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it up in theſe Words“ Vea, he is Altogether 
« Jovely--This is my beloved, and this is my 
«friend, O daughters of Jeruſalem.) Although 
he has withdrawn himſelf, yet ſtill he is altoge- 
ther lovely in my eyes: for I know that I am in- 
5 tereſted in him, and this gives à new grace to 
dis every excellency. Still he is my beloved 
and 1 am his, ſtill he is my friend and I am his. 
Although he has for a time hid his face from 
me, yet I believe that ere long I ſhall again walx 
in the light of his countenance. This enlivened 
deſcription of Chriſt fired the daughters of Jeru- 
ſalem. They now ſaw there was ſomething 
more in this beloved, than in another beloved. 
And they had good defires ſtirred up in their 
hearts, earneſt and fervent deſires, to ſhare in 
his love, and to partake of his graces and bleff- 
ings: for thus they now reply, in a very differ- 
ent temper to what they ſhewed before t Whi- 
ther is thy beloved gone, O thou faireſt among 
« women, whither is thy beloved turned aſide, 
«that we” may ſeek him with thee.” © May the 
Holy Spirit by his gracious” influence difpoſe 
every one of us to ſeek; as they did, until we 
find; an intereſt in“ the bleſſed Jeſus. And to 
this end may he accompany N mind * 
bleſling ey hat ſhall no be offered, 8 Feb 
Firſt, Concerning the character of the perſons 
who ſpeak” the words of the text, 


I « | Secondly 


— —— 2 - —— 
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Secondly, Concerning the 58 ede ter of 
wen ſpeech. And 

5 Oy A the uſe we are bas make 
ofit.. S491 110% 

And Firſt, The: Wee aid i in As text [ 
are called © the daughters of Jeruſalem.” Je- 


_ ruſalem is the church. The ſcripture. applics 


the word, both to the congregation. of the faith- 


ful here below; and alſo to the heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem that is above. The daughters of the 
church are its members, who were bred and 
educated in it. They lived in her communion, 
and partook of her ordinances. And yet they 
ſeem to have had no experience of that ſweet 
and ſpiritual union which the believer enjoyed 


with his beloved Saviour: for they enquire what 


he ſaw in Chriſt more than in any other beloved, 
and being made acquainted with his graces and 
excellencies, then they deſire to ſegk him along 
with the believer. © Theſe circumſtances plainly 
prove that they were not-intimately and vitally 
united to Chriſt by faith. They were not joined 


to him as the head of the myſtical body, nor as 
his living members were they drawing, nouriſh- 
ment and ſtrength from him for the ſupport and 


carrying on of their ſpiritual life. They were 
not as living branches grafted into the true vine, 
and bearing much fruit by their union with him; 


but e ene themſelves with living within 
| the 
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the pale of the viſible church, and thought them- | 
ſelves ſafe | and happy in church memberſhip.” 
They were the children of Abraham, admitted 
into the covenant on the eighth day, lived among 
God's choſen people, who had the law and pro- 

miſes, and they were ſtrict in the obſervance of 
the inſtituted rites and ceremonies. Eaſy and 
ſecure in this ſtate, none of them enquired All 
theſe have I kept, what lack Iyet? One thing 
thou lackeſt—ſpiritual communion with Chriſt, 
without which church privileges and outward 
ordinances do. not anſwer the end of their ap- 
pointment. It is the Spirit that quickeneth, 
the fleſh profiteth nothing. The fleſh, the out- 
ward ſervice, profiteth nothing, unleſs the quick- 
ening Spirit go along with it. And the quicken- 
ing Spirit has not gone along with it, until he 
has begun to draw the ſoul to Chriſt, and to unite 
it to him by faith. 

If we look among the members of 0 our pk 
we ſhall find too many followers of theſe daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem. We have ſome, who becauſe 
they live in the communion of a ſound apoſtolic 
church, therefore think themſelves ſafe, while 

their lives give open ſcandal and offence to all 

good men. Their opinion about good mother 
church is very much like the opinion of the 

Papiſts, who think the living in the church can 
ſave them, although they live in their ſins. And 

we have others, who make the greateſt boaſt of 
be 3 . their 
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their 10% to our church, and ſpeak of her in the 
higheſt terms, Who are only dutward members 
of her communion. They will contend with all 
theif might for the purity of ber rites and cere- 
| monies; and will draw their ſwords to defend 

the divine inſtitution of epiſcopacy, and to cut 
off from all eommunion with Chriſt thoſe vile E 
ſchifmaties who will not live in the communion 
of the church of England; while they have not a 
word to ſay for the neceſſity of being united to 
tlie head of the catholio church, and of being 
Joined to him by living faith. Nay, perhaps, 
when they hear, that unleſs the Holy Spirit be 
the bond on Chriſt's part uniting him to the be- 
liever, and faith on his part uniting him to Chriſt, 
. will be of very little conſe nge in what out- 
| ward communion a man lives ;: when they hear 
this, it is-too hard a ſaying, they cannot bear it. 
| They think, that a found church with a good 
Rturgy; ſcripture. articles and homilies, and a 
regular diſoipline, are the main things. Doubt 
leſs they are good things. God forbid our 
church ſhould be without them, and God forbid 
any member of our church ſhould reſt in them; 
for in this communion, excellent as it is, a man 
believing it to be excellent may yet live without 
the grace of Chriſt, and perith- from glory for 
ever. The church is not à Saviour. We Pro- 
teſtants have one Saviour, even Chriſt Jeſus our 


W The Papiſts indeed make a Saviour of 
: the 
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the FED and a; far greater Savioub: than 


Chriſt: for the holy; mother church can ſave: a 


Chriſt has no where in ſcripture promiſed to do. 


And our high churchmen in the heat of their 
— zeal ſpeak and act in the very ſpirit of Por 


By laying ſo much ſtreſs, nay laying all 
the 9 as ſome of them do, upon outward 


communion, they omit the weigktier matter of 
inward communion with the head of the church, 


without which, of whatever reformed church or 


Proteſtant congregation a man be a member, he 
is no member of the true church of Chriſt. He 
has not the ſpirit of Chriſt uniting him to the 


of Chriſt he is none of his. Reſt not then, I 
beſeech you my brethren, in outward member- 


ſhip to this or that communion. Don't place 


your religion in externals. Y ou may live in the 


beſt communion upon earth, and ſuch indeed I 


take the church of England to be, and yet you 


may be out of. Chriſt's. Kingdom. Outward 


things of themſelves will not avail: for the king- 


dom of God does not conſiſt in meat and drink, 
or; in any thing external, but in righteouſneſs, 
joy in the Holy: 'Ghoſt, His 


and Peace, ” 1 2 
kingdom is. à ſpiritual; thing. It is, ſormed with- 


in us, in the heart. Ther o Chriſtimuſt rule and | 
govern... Seck then to have his kingdom ſet up 


nien, you * an db work of * grace. Beg 
f | of 


— — 
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: of Gods ben you ande ee of it, and vrhen it 
ſhall pleaſe him to convince you, that no out- 
; ward things can avail, not even his own inſtitu- 
tions, unleſs: his quickening Spirit be in them, 
then he will bring you into a proper frame and 
temper of mind to join with the daughters of Jeru- 
 Falem in the text in ſeeking the knowledge of 
your intereſt in Chriſt, Which is the ſecond _ 
ticular to be conſidered. PL eee 
The believer had Heleribes: the i. 
8 perfections of his beloved Jeſus, and had 
ſpoken feelingly of his own intereſt in them. 
The deſcription ſtirred up the daughters of 
Jeruſalem, who wondered at firſt what he ſaw in 
his Jeſus to be ſo enamoured with him, to deſire 
that they might have the ſame happy experience. 
And they, who could enquire before what there 
was in him, more than in another beloved, now 
5 _ „ Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou 
« faireſt among women?“ Chriſt had before 
called her the faireſt among women. She had 
no beauty in herſelf—defiled and deformed with 
natural and actual guilt, ſhe was caſt out to the 
loathing of her perſon. He that is of purer 
| eyes than to behold the leaſt iniquity, could not 
ſee any thing in her but uglineſs and ſinful 
5 deformity; and yet the love of the Lord Jefus 
has cleanſed her from every ſpot and ſtain of ſin. 
In the 16th chapter of Ezekiel, we have a fweet 
deſeription of his free grace and love. When 
85 5 e $I 2 15 | 
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0 1 paſſed by thee,” ſays he, and ſaw thee, . 


* polluted in thine own e I faid unto thee 
e hen thou -waſt in thy blood, Live; yea I 
5 ſaid unto thee when thou waſt in thy blood, 
„ Live.“ And after deſcribing the ſeveral ſteps 
which he took to raiſe her up, to ornament her, 
and to ennoble her, he adds“ Thy renown 


went forth among the heathen for thy beauty : | 


« for it was perfect through my comelineſs, 
„ which I had put upon thee, ſaith. the Lord 
« God.” He cloathed her with the unſpotted 
robe of his own righteouſneſs, and made her per- 
fe& through his comelineſs which he put upon 
her. All our comelineſs now conſiſts in what 
Chriſt. puts upon us, and in what he works in 
us. While man was innocent he wanted no 
. cloathing ; but when he loſt the image of God, 
then ſhame and ſin made cloathing neceſſary. 
The ſinful body is forced to go to the creatures 
to borrow a covering from them, and the ſoul 
has no covering but what comes from the head 


of the church. The moon has no light but what 


ſne receives from the ſun. The ſpouſe of Chriſt 
ſhines in the beams of her huſband. Covered and 


ornamented with his righteouſneſs, and enriched 


with the graces of his Spirit, ſhe, is the faireſt 
among women, fair in the ſight of an infinitely 
holy God, in the eye. of the perfect law ſhe ap 
pears to be without. ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch 
thing, holy and without blemiſh. In this ami- 


able 
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able light ſhe no- appears to the denz brer of 
TFeruſalem. They ſee and acknowledge her per- 
fe beauty, and earneſtly defire to partake of 
her Lord's love; © Whither, ſay they, is thy 
beloved, whoſe love was able to cloath thee 
with this immaculate robe of righteouſneſs, and 
Whole ſpirit has enriched thee with ſo many di- 
vine graces, whither is he gone? They knew 
he had withdrawn himſelf” from the believer, 
but it is plain, from this queſtion, that they did 
not think Chriſt had quite forſaken him; they 
ſuppoſed he ſtill knew Chriſt, and was able to 
inform them whither he was gone. The words 
immediately following the text ſhew, that he 
Was acquainted where Chriſt then vouchſafed | 
his preſence, though he had hid his face from 
him My beloved,“ fays he, © is gone down 
4 inte his garden.” '—He is fill in the garden of 
his church. There he was to be found. He 
Was ſtill preſent by his Spirit in in the ordinances, 
andi in them he was determined to wait until he 
found his beloved. Chriſt had taxen away the 
light of his countenance, not only to chaſtiſe his 
former feepy ſecurity, and to make him more 
carneft in feeking bis Lord, and to make bim 
more thankful when he ſhould find Him, but alfo 
to render him the means as it here proved; of 
ſtirring up others to feek for a cleat Knowledge 

of Chriſt, and the experience of his love Whi- 
Sa ther i 1s thy beloved gone,“ fay they; «:whither 
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66 18 thy beloved) turned aſide .. not wholly de- 
parted, but only turned aſide, tell us, “that we 
« may ſeek him with thee.” How wonderfully 
does grace appear to work by the growth of theſe 
good deſires in the daughters of Jeruſalem! And 
how ready ſhould! we be to ſpeak a word for 
Chriſt, ſinde ſuch may be the happy effects? 
How induſtrious ought we to be to ſeek occa- 
ſions, how careful to negle& none? As we 
know not which word is 10 proſper, either this 
or that, let us take every opportunity of ſaying - 
ſomething for Chriſt. | Let us inforni men what 


he is, and what we know of him, and who can 


tell but a very imperfect, yet well-meantdeſcrip- 
tion may receive a bleſſing. Have we not great 
encouragement in the morning to ſow aur feed, 
and in the evening not to with-hold our hand, 
from the ſucceſs mentioned in the text? When 
the daughters of Jeruſalem heard the believer en- 
large upon the excellencies of Chriſt, and ſet 
forth his own ſhare and intereſt in them, and 
ſaw that no diſcouragements could cool the ar- 
dor of his loye, they were hereby ſtirred up 
theſe were the means under God of putting 
them upon deſiring a nearer; and more cloſe ac. 
quaintance with Chriſt. They knew him before 
dy profeſſion, but now they wanted the poſſeſſion 
of imo They wanted to know Chriſt to bg 
theirs. At firſt they ſaw no form mi comelineſs 
in W that they Would Aae him. B. now 
the 
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the deſires of their hearts are after him. bey 
ſee their want of him, they are dine d of his 
all- ſufficĩency to ſupply their wants, they believe 
he is able, and they hope he is willing, they nei- 
ther doubt of his power or of his love to ſave, and 
therefore they reſolve to ſeek him, until they 
have experienced the truth of the character which 
they had heard of him, _ can call him their 
| beloved and their friend: | "TPM; a 
| Conſidering the words in this light; al hold 
out to us one plain leſſon. When the daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem heard of the beauties and ex- 
 cellencies of God the Saviour, it wrought upon 
their hearts, and kindled fervent and earneſt de- 
fires to know their intereſt in him. Still God 
works in the ſame manner. When Chriſt is ſet 
forth in his divine graces, and attributes, and 
offices, the Holy Spirit thereby ſtirs up deſires in 
the hearts of ſinners to ſeek Chriſt and his ſalva- 
tion, and he alſo excites holy affections in be- 
levers to follow Chriſt more cloſely. Has he, 
my brethren, wrought thus in any of your 
© hearts? How have you been affected with theſe 
diſcourſes upon the lovelineſs and perfections of 
Jeſus Chriſt? Have they made any good im- 
preſſion upon you? Have you had ſtronger de- 
fires after Chriſt, and have you ſeen him more 
lovely than you ever did before? © Theſe effects 
. to have followed: for his * name is as 
«ointment poured wel „the preaching of his 


name 
| 


#- 
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name is like opening a box of the richeſt per- 


fame.” It diffuſes its fragrancy a all arbund, Jo 


that the Houſe i is filled with the grateful odour of 
the ointment. Did you perceive none of it 
poured forth, none of this unction from the holy 
one deſcending upon you this day? Did you find 
no ſweet ſavour of grace working i in your hearts, 
while J was attempting to draw a ſhort cha- 
racter of the lovelineſs of Jeſus? Did he ap- 
pear to you altogether lovely, as man, as God, 

as God-man united in one Sas! dur, and was it 
the prayer of your fou), that you might find him 
your beloved and your friend! If the Holy Spi- 
rit accompanied the word, theſe effects have 
followed; if they have, give the glory to God, 

and be thankful; and if they have not, Oh h that 
he may now enable me to ipeak a word to your 
conſciences under my third and laſt head, which 
was to make a proper uſe and N er of | 
1 has been dll! 

"The believer, though under ritual desert 
could ſee nothing wrartly 22 IDE after, but his 
beloved Saviour. He ſecks Lins: though he can- 
not find calls, though he has no anſwer-—con- 
tinues' ſeeking and calling, though he meets with 
diſgrace and perſecution. The pleaſing remem- 
brance of their love would not ſuffer him to reſt 
until it was renewed.” His love grew with ſeek- 
ing. - Oppoſition © made it buen the brighter. 
He u went on, nothing „ until he found 
* | the 


found in hls alas: that "tk ne fo diſtreſt at his 
withdrawing himſelf from him? this gave him 
eccaſion/to.draw.;the..charadter, of his beloved, 


2 ——— bons, 


the Prughters wh Jeruſalem, and wade bean e. 


which he! des in a very enliyened deſcription, 
ſetting forth in the moſt beautiful colours, hat 
be was in himſelf, and what he was to him, the 
perfect lovelinefs of Chriſt; and his intereſt in At. 


pos this the en of Jeruſalem take fire. 
Jhey , besemę alc in love with Chriſt, and deſire 


to ſhare in thoſe perfections, U 


bad touched their hearts and inflamed the & Al 


7 » 
? 2 Ld 
tions Enns ee 1540/7 X; 1888 7 


Now if the Spirit of Gad be eee e 


besrts, this is my brethren, the caſe. with you. 
You aze;-convinced of your own ſpiritual wants, 
and of Chriſt's being an aJ/-ſufficieatand a loving 
daviour, and while I have been deſcribing him, 
vou have ſent up many a wiſh to heaven, pray 


3 1 ing him ta reveal himſelf to you, and to mani- 
8 His love to your ſoul. - Tbis is always 


5 S 


5 : the. conſequence. of preaching Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, when God effectually works with the 


word preached. When the Holy Spirit accom- 


panies it with his divine grace, it is then the 
power of God unto ſalvation. ed: 0 5 50 
Ik this bas not been the effect, if you bave had 

50 deſires awakened in your minds after Chriſt, 


wean a what a ſtate of guilt and 


danger 


N * ” 
15 800 E IX; | 


Ganges you are in- Toby Chei: has alk the 
exceltoncies of heaven and earth, every thing 
that ought to gain your eſteem in his hu- 
man nature, every thing that can demand 
your love in his divine nature, and as God- 
man united in one Saviour he has every grace 
and every bleſſing to give, that can make 
you happy in time and in eternity. And yet 
though he has every thing valuable, that can 
win the underſtanding, though he has every 
thing defireable, that can gain the will, though 
he has every thing lovely, that can influence the 
heart and the affections, you can hear of him 
without / any emotion. Vou ſee na form nor 
comelineſs in him that you fhould defire him: 
Without an intereſt in him you muſt be miſer: 
able for ever. He alone can ſave you from the 
juft puniſhment: due to your fins, and yet your 
hopes and fears, your own intersſt, your love of 
pleaſure and hatred of pain, cannot prevail with 
you to love and eſteem the God of our ſalvation: 
What is the reaſon of this? Why are all the 
faculties of the ſoul thus ſtrongly biaſſed againſt 
their own intereſt? Propoſe to them any fens 
ſual pleaſure, they eagerly defire, and ardently 
purſue it, and with-the fame propenſity they fly 
from ſenſual pain. But in matters relating to 
the foul they act directly contrary. Jeſus Chriſt 
being the Saviour of the world has every ſpiri- 
tual pleaſure to give, and yet they neither eagerly 
Von. V. N ü 
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deſire, nor drduntly purſue it. Without an in- 
tereſt i in him body and ſoul will be in everlaſt- 
ing pain, and yet they do not fly to him, that 
they may avoid it. Whence is it that men act 
thus } abſurdly, 5 thus unnaturally 2 MH T he ſer ip- 
ture gives this reaſon. Sin has corrupted all the 
faculties of ſoul and body, and has got domi- 
nion over them. It has blinded the underſtand- 
ing, which i is dark, yea darkneſs itſelf the apoſtle 
ſays, not only without the actual knowledge of 
God and of the things of God, but alſo without 
the potential knowledge of them: ©, for the na- 
tural man perceiveth not the things of the Spi- 
“ rit of God.“ From whence we learn his ac- 
tual want of knowledge in the things of God. 
But leſt ſome ſhould aſcribe this to his neglect of 
them, or to his not being acquainted with meta- 
phyfics or moral reaſoning, the apoſtle adds, 
neither can he know them,“ let him ſtudy 
them ever ſo much; from hence we learn his 
want of power to Enow them, and this is the 
reaſon, © becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” 
An evident proof, that the faculties of the na- 
tural man are as much under the power of ſin as 
a dead corpſe is under the power of death. In 
all ſpiritual matters he is like a dead man, with- 
out any ſpiritual diſcernment.” He cannot turn 
his mind to think; his will to deſire, or his affec- 
tions to love them. Sin has abſolute dominion 
over him, and forces hin t to ſerve it with all the 
21 0.5 2 * 
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powers of ſoul and body, even to their own de- 
ſtruction. In this ſtate, dreadful as it is, you 
are at preſent. If the deſires of your heart be 
not after Chriſt, if you do not at this time wiſh 
from your: ſouls, that you may have an intereſt 
in the.loyelineſs and excellencies of Chriſt, and 


may know him to be your Saviour and your God, 


then be aſſured that you are ſtill, under the 
power of fin. It has entirely blinded you, and 
I ſhould be an enemy to my bleſſed maſter, and 
an enemy to your happineſs, if I did not ſpeak 
to you freely and openly, and warn you of 
your danger. Out of love to your ſouls I cannot 
be ſilent, and whether you will hear or whether 
you will forbear, I muſt deliver my own ſoul. 
I ſuppoſe,. my brethren, you profeſs yourſelves 
_ chriſtians, and you believe that Jeſus Chriſt is a 
perfect and complete Saviour; and you believe 
farther, that you ſhall ſome time or other ſtand in 
need of his ſalvation; but you have no deſire to 
experience it at preſent. Vou do not want preſent 
ſalvation from fin, You cannot but with to be 
freed from the guilt and puniſhment of it, but 
then you have no wiſhes to be freed from its do- 
minion; is it not evident therefore that it ſtill 
has dominion over you: and being ſo, you are 
children of God's wrath, under the curſes of his 
holy law, ſentenced by it and condemned to 
everlaſting torments, death will ſoon come, and 
inflict the curſes of the law upon you, even the 


F'3 _ moſt- 
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moſt terrible and dreadful of them. | How awful 
and ſtriking are thefs words! Who but a man 
dead in fin could ſtand out aguinſt the foree of 
them? © If any man love not the'Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt let him be anathema maranatha.” You 
are here put under the heavieft and bittereſt of 
divine curſes, not only if you hate or oppoſe 
Jeſus Chriſt, but alſo if you do nat, love him: 
On conſider then and weigh this ſcripture care- 
fully, if you have not fome I$cQor the-Lord 


. Jeſus, and are not ſeeking to Tove him more. 


F leave it upon your minds, and may God write 

f it upon all your hearts, that you may fly from this 
anathema maranatha to the arms of that loving 
Saviour, who alone can deliver you from it. Flee 
then from ſin. Flee then from ſatan. Flee from 
alli the enemies of your fouls to this loving God, 

who is almighty to fave. And to thoſe who are 
flying to him for ſalvation, and whoſe, hearts 
have been ſtirred up to ſeek him along with theſe 


daughters e e IL make: Ar ee _ 


tical remark. 
My brethren, you . FREY e to * 


thankful for theſe firſt motions. of grace. 'God 


haas begun te draw you to himſelf—follow and 
run after him. Seek him, while he may be 
found. And for your encouragement remember 
bow many ſweet promiſes God ban, made in 
ſeripture to them that ſeck him. © Thoſe that 
z * ſeek. me early, "a wänden. Wall fad me. 
e 5 8 „ Prov. 
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Prov. viii. 17. Chriſt, WhO has made une us 
wiſdom, here declares that he will be found of 
them that ſeek bim. And again he ſays, © Seek. 
% and ye ſhall find; for every one that ſeeketn 
« findeth.” Theſe are the words of the God of 
truth, and they ſhall ſtand faſt for ever and ever. 
His almighty power will againſt all oppoſition 
fulfil his promiſes. And his faithful people find 
them fulfilled, They have the comfortable ex- 
perience af them, One of his people, a man 
after his own heart, has declared, Thou Lord 
<« haſt never failed them that ſeek thee.” No, 
never—at.no time has he diſappointed them. If 
they ſought happineſs in him, they infallibly 
found it. And this is the experience of all 
God's people. They can take up the prophet's 
words, and with one voice declare. Thou 
Lord has never failed them that ſeek thee.” 
Hexe is comfort for them that ſeek the Lord 
Jeſus. How happy would worldly men think 
themſelyes, if they were upon this footing, if 
they were ſure of finding what they ſeek? Let 
them not riſe up in judgement againſt you, my 
brethren, and condemn you for not ſeeking what 
you could not but have found, if you had ſought 
aright :.Chriſt is to be found in his own ordi- 
nances. He is to be met with, not in the wil- 
derneſs of the world, but in the incloſed garden 
of the church. Thither he ſtill comes down, 


and manifeſts himſelf to them that ſeek him. In 
— 5 | the 
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the aſſemblies of his people he will be made 
known by animating and quickening the word, 
and by rendering it effectual to awaken ſinners 
from the dead ſleep of fin, to encourage ſeekers 
to go on until they find, and to build up and 
ſtrengthen them that have found. He will prove 
5 bimſelf to be the God who heareth prayer, by 
hearing and anſwering their petitions for them- 
ſelves, and their ſupplications for all men. He 
will make Himſelf known to them, by  break- 
ing of bread, and by feeding and ſtrengthening 
their ſouls with his body and blood at his own 
table. He fill comes down with his gracious 
preſence i into theſe ordinances, and animates and 
enlivens them. We are his witneſſes :' for we 
find his good Spirit i in them. Oh continue then 
ſeeking, and continue in the ways of his own 
appointing, and when it will be moſt for his 
glory, and for your comfort and ſalvation,” you 
have his word of promiſe “you hall find.” And 
* ſooner ſhall heaven and earth paſs away, than the 
leaſt tittle of any of his promiſes ſhall fail: * Seek 
< and ye ſhall find.” And to them who have 
found I have a word of exhortation in the third 
and laſt place. 
My chriſtian brethren, aber you know - Chriſt 
to be altogether lovely, and to be your beloved 
and your friend, pray daily for more and more of 
his love. Beſeech the Holy Spirit to ſhed it 
abroad abundantly i in your hearts, that you may 
| | honour 
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honour him more in your lives, and praiſe him 
more with your lips. How meanly ſoever men 
may think of him, be not ye aſſamed to own: what 
he has done for your ſouls. Publiſh his praiſes. 
Proclaim to all about you, what a loving Savi- 
our you have found. If you, after what you have 
experienced, were ſilent, ſurely the very ſtones 
will cry out. Speak out then, and tell of his 
matchleſs excellencies, and infinite perfections, 
and try to ſtir up others to ſeek. | Preſs them to 
leave ſin, and to come to him, for nothing but 
ſin can keep them from him. Perſuade them to 
leave the poor unſatisfy ing joys of ſin, and to 
ſeek his heavenly pleaſures. Among your ac- 
quaintance and friends, in your family, in all 
companies, ſpeak a word for your dear Saviour. 
He ſometimes bleſſes a well- meant ſpeech, if 
it be neither learned, nor elegant. But if it 
ſhould not be a bleſſing to others, yet it will 
certainly be one to yourſelf: for he hath pro- 
miſed—-them that honour me, Iwilfhonqur. 

The ſcope and deſign of what I have ſaid was 
to perſuade you all to ſeek the knowledge of 
your intereſt in Chriſt's love, as the only means 
of making you happy: Knowing your intereſt” 
in him is the ground of your love: for if yau had 
no knowledge or experience of his love, how 
could you love him becauſe he firſt loved you. 
Your love is only the reflex act of his love. 
And you muſt know that he loves you, before 
3 e "va 
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you can be truly happy, and you muſt he happy 
m him, before you can have any motive to ſing 
his praiſes from your heart. It is the bleſſed 
employment of the faithful upon earth, and of 
the glorified faints in heaven, to give honour, 


and bleffing, and praiſe, to the Lamb that was 


flain, and hath redeemed them unto God by his 
blood. Can you, my brethren, join your hearts 
and voices with theirs? Are you able to praife 
the Lord for his goodneſs, and to declare the 
wonders that he hath done for your ſoul---to be 
telling of his falvation from day to day, every 
day, and all the day? If you have not reaſon 
enough to be always giving of thanks, you may 


be affured you are not a real member of the 


church of Chriſt. H you were, you would ind 
- the truth of this ſcripture ! Bleſſed are they 
4 that dwell in thy houſe, they will be always 
« praiſing thee.” This is the ſweet employment 
of thoſe who dwell in the houſe of God, in the 
church here below. It 1s meet, right, and their 
bounden duty, that they ſhould at all times and 
in all places give thanks amto:thee, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty, everlafting God. It is their 
duty, and they reckon it their privilege; and 
forry they are when they either find themſelves 
interrupted by the neceffary affairs of this life, 
or through coldneſs of their affeQions are in- 
Aiſpoſed for the delightful exerciſe of thankſgiv- 


ing. e be to —— ns 
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ver us from both thefe hinderances. Ere long 
we ſhall join the glorified ſpirits who are now 
ſtanding round the throne, ſinging the praiſes of 
God and the Lamb. This is their conſtant and 
happy employment. And his infinite adorable 
perfections will find them freſh matter of praiſe 
to all eternity. Suppoſe any of you were to go 
out of the world in love with fin, and void of the 
love of Chriſt, you could not jqin them, nor 
would it be any pleaſure to you to hear them 
aſcribe blefling, and honour, and glory, and 
power to him that ftteth on the throne, and to 
the Lamb, for ever and ever. This is the feli- 
city of an innumerable company of angels, and 
of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect: but it 
could be none to Jos becauſe your heart was 
not fitted for it. If you believe this, and if 
God's word be true you cannot deny it, then aſk 
yourſelves, Would you cheoſe to die unfit for the . 
joys of heaven? Surely you would not. Why 
then do yeu live unfit for them? If ever you 
reliſh them, you mult begin to taſte their fweet- 
neſs here. In this life the praiſes of Chriſt muſt 
be your delight, if they ever be in the next, 
Weigh theſe motives, and give them the atten- 
tion which they deſerve. Conſider them under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. Pray for his 
grace. And may he diſpoſe you to ſeek the 
knowledge of your intereſt in Chriſt, and enable 


you 40 wait until his love be thed abroad in your 
hearts; 
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jen arts; ; [hae then you will have reaſon to rejoice 
in your redeeming God in time and in eternity: 
And that this may be your happy experience, 
let us pray for it. May he who fitteth bn the 
throne hear and anſwer. K 
Look down with mercy, O thou digbe and 
loving Saviour, upon this whole congregation. 
All hearts are open, all deſires known, and 
no ſecrets are hid from thee: 8 cleanſe the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inſpiration of thy 
Holy Spirit, and enable every one of us to form 
2 right judgment of what we have heard. ' Stir 
up, we pray thee, thy power, and come among 
us, and with great might convince thoſe perſons 
of their guilt and of their danger, who are ſeek- 
ing happineſs i in the world, and put it into their 
hearts to ſeek” it in thee. Teach them, bleſſed 
Lord, that there is no true happineſs to be found 
in a world which lieth in fin. Let them expe- 
rience the deluſton of all worldly j joys, that they 
may ſeek for thoſe joys which thine almighty 
love has to beſtow. And to thoſe, whom thou 
haſt given grace to ſeek, give more grace. Con- 
firm and ſtrengthen the good defires of thoſe 
who are waiting for thy falvation. Keep them 
by thy power, until thou ſave them from their 
fins. And fave us all, O thou Lord God omni- 
potent, ſave us from the power of fin. Deliver 
us more and more from its dominion. May all 
the Lord's s people ſerve him out t of i a pure heart, 
. - "-ang- 
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and with love unfeigned; and may they go on 
tejoicing to do or to ſuffer his will, until he, 
who got himſelf glory by them upon earth, ſhall 
be glorified in them in heaven, by beſtowing up- 
on them an exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. And when he cometh thus to be glori- 
fied in his ſaints, and we know not how near the 
day of his coming may: be Oh may it be your 
happineſs and mine then to be fourd at his right 
hand, to hear the almighty Judge pronounce us 
bleſſed, and to enter into the joy of our Lord, 
there to praiſe Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
three ſelf-exiſtent: perſons in one Jehovah, to 
whom be honour and glory, dominion and power, 
thankſgiving and 2 a and for ever and | 
EVEr-': "me | 
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Who! is ra that cometh up as the wet. leu 
. "ON eee gen by 


Wi b. 3 in theſe 0 a 3 repre- 
ſentetion of our Lord's love to his people. In 
whatever light we conſider him, he is amiable 
and altogether lovely. He is not only great and 
good, but has alſo every thing that is great 
and good united in him, whereby he is able and 
willing to ſave poor ſinners unto the uttermoſt. 
They can want nothing but what he has to give. 
And happy for them, his heart is large and open. 
He is not ſtraitned in his bowels. He gave 
proof of it in the days of his fleſh, when he never 
refuſed any perſon that came to aſk his help. 
And no weary heavy- laden ſinner, who comes 
to him for his promiſed reſt, has ever ſince been | 
caſt out. He is free to pardon and to cleanſe 
them from all their ſins, and to bring them into 
a ſtate of acceptance with God; and then he is 
able to keep them through faith unto ſalvation. 
This is a ſweet part of our Lord's character he 
is able to keep them from falling. They are 


Rk: in ebnet, but Bs is ſtrong, and by 
faith 
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faith his ſtrength becomes theirs. They are en- 
gaged in a dangerous warfare,-and have many 
powerful enemies, but the captain of their ſaF 
vation has conquered them, and has promifed 
to make them alſo more than conquerors. They 
have many troubles from within and from with- 
out, but he knows how to make them all work 
together for their good. He is able to carry 
them ſafely and ſweetly through all dangers. In 
this amiable light he is conſidered in the text. 
He is here drawn with every grace, which can 
recommend and endear him to the affections of 
his people: for he does not leave them to find 
their way through the wilderneſs, ner to over- 
come the difficulties of their paſſage through it, 
nor to get ſubſiſtence in it, but he conducts and 
carries them faſe through alk, while they lea 
upon him for ſtrength : for he is here ſupporting 
the church, while ſhe is journeying through the 
wildernefs of this world to the promiſed land of 
everlaſting” reſt. And the chureh is Every! be- 
Heving ſoul.-thou makeſt part of it whoever 
thou art, who. canſt place thy truſt and confi- 
dence upon Feſus Chriſt. Thou ſeeft the perfect 
beauty of this image, and knoweft what it means 
for the church to come from the wildernefs 
leaning upon her beloved. O that the Eternal 

Spirit may teach you all what it means. He 

can open your eyes to fee the ſenſe of it, and can 
| Om your hearts to feel its ſwoetneſs. The ex- 
perience - 


bone tene. 


perience of it will make it ſweet indeed. and 
God grant you may now experience it, and may 
be able to lean upon Jeſus Chriſt for his grace 


and bleſſing on what you hear, while I ſhall, 


Firſt, Take the words in the ſame order os 
* in the text, and ee to e the ſenſe 
of them. And wen 

Secondly, While 1 mall ae che done. to 
your ſpiritual benefit and improvement. 

The perſon celebrated in this divine e is 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his graces, and inf nite perfec- 
tions are here deſcribed under the moſt ſublime 


and affecting images. His love to the church, 
that is, to every believing ſoul, is the grand de- 


fign of this highly-finiſhed painting. The man- 


ner of the compoſition is in the way of dialegue. 


The principal ſpeakers are Chriſt and the church, 
and twice or thrice the daughters of Jeruſalem, 
or ſome ſtanders by are introduced, in order to 
aſk leading queſtions, which would give occaſion 
to the anſwerer to open the ſubject more fully. 


Theſe perſons are, I ſuppoſe, the ſpeakers in the 
text, and make the enquiry---* Who is this that 


<« cometh up from the wilderneſs leaning on her 


< beloved?“ Wbo is this? The anſwer is, it 


is the church, of whoſe. love to Chriſt mis divine 
poem treats, And the church is neither the 
Jewiſh nor the Gentile, neither the Proteſ- 
tant nor the Papiſt, neither the Calviniſt nor 
the nenn for the multitude in all outward 

| churches | 
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— is the SY Aman in bis natural un- 
regenerate ſtate is juſt the ſame, whether be be 
a Papiſt or a Proteſtant; but the few in theſe 
outward churches who live and walk in the ſpi- 
rit and power of Chriſt, they are the church; 

Every believing ſoul is a part of it; for of num- 
bers of them the church i is compoſed. . Whoever 
is united by faith to J eſus Chriſt, who is the head 
of the church, he is a living member of it. All 

the reſt are dead formal profeſſors, of whom, | 
God knows, we have too many. The generality 
of our people content themſelves with a fooliſh 
notion of their belonging to the church of Eng- 
land, and of their being members of the eſta- 
blithed church, although they ſeldom. ſee the 
inſide of a church. They live in ignorance of 


her doctrines, and in diſobedience to her diſci- 


pline. But may not the perſons, who frequent 
her ſervices and conſtantly attend upon the out- 
ward ordinances, think themſelves mighty good 
churchmen? They may, if they be united by 
ſaving, faith to the head of the church; but 
without this union, a parcel, of looſe ſtones thrown 
together, in a heap, would make juſt ſuch a 
church. as they are. | Whereas the of piritual build- = 
ing of which Chriſt, is the chief corner-ſtone . is 
titly joined together and, compacted in every 
part; and the cement or bond of union which 
keeps all the lively ſtones of this ſpiritual, hout- 


hold in their proper place and ftation, 1s faith, 
as 


22 vt his own — — 
are, if we hold faſt the confidence ef faith, 
* and the rejoicing: of hope firm unto the end.“ 
If you attend ever ſo much upon thei outward 
_ ordinances, yet if you have not this confidence 

of faith, and this: rejoicing of hope, you make 

no part of the chureb of Chriſt. Yow want the 
proper cement of this ſpirituał building. Vou 
are but looſe ſtones, and therefore neither united 
to it, nor any part of it. Vou come to prayers 
=-you attend twice a day en Sundays you go 
once a month to the ſaerament All this is very 
well, and you may go thus far, nay much far- 
ther, and yet be no member of Chriſt's myſtical 
body. For theſe outward ferviees profit no- 
thing, unleſs the heart be rightly diſpoſed: and 
the heart is then rightly diſpeſed, when we go 
to theſe fervices in faith, hoping to meet God in 
them, and to receive ſuch ſupplies of grace from 
bim as we ſtand in need of. But when men uſe 
the ordinances in hopes of making themſelves 
good, and of attaining ſome ſelf-righteouſnefs, 
then they abufe them, and the ſtricteſt attenders 
upon the ordinances with this view are the worſt 
churchmen, becaufe. they moſt effectually aut 
themſelves off from all union with the head of 
the church. By going about to eſtabliſn their 
on righteouſneſs, they entirely deprive them · 
ſelves of gt. righteouſneſs of Je fus Oh; with- 
ent 
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out which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. If the 
ſelf-righteous could be made to conſider this, 
they would not reſt in forms and ordinances, 
which are only the beggarly elements of religion 
when: reſted in, but would ſeek the grace of 


God, which is the life and ſpirit of the ordi- 


nances, and then as they are his appointed 
means, he would certainly be found in them: 
And whoever finds bim in them, and thereby 
receives continual ſupplies of grace for the ad- 
 vancement of his ſpiritual life, he is a member 
of the true church of Chriſt. His 
Our reformers have given us an excellent 
deſcription of the church in their 19th article. 
« The viſible church of Chriſt is a congregation 
« of faithful men, in the which the pure word of 
“God is preached, and the ſacraments be duly 
« adminiſtered according to Chriſt's ordinance.” 
Here they allow none to be members, no not 
even of the viſible church, unleſs they be faith= 
ful men: faith uniting them to Jeſus Chriſt is 
that which makes them good churchmen, as it 
will evidently appear from a farther conſidera- 
tion of this ſcripture : for the condition of the 
church is the next particular“ She is coming 
up from the wilderneſs,” from the waſte howl- 
ing wilderneſs of this world, and travelling en 
towards the promiſed land of everlaſting reſt. 
When man was firſt created, he was placed 
in a paradiſe of delight, where God had pro- 
Yor. V. RE. |  _ ; 
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vided every thing neceſſary for the ſupport both 
of foul and body. But when'he tranſgreſſed the 
juſt and holy law of God he was driven out of 
paradiſe, and turned into the wide barren world, 
where his body was forced to labour for the 
bread that periſheth, and to earn it by the ſweat 
of his brow, and his ſoul was banĩſhed from God 
and from all ſweet communion with him, which 
bad made paradiſe ſo much like heaven, and the 
remembrance of its fweetneſs would make the 
pleaſanteſt ſpot upon the earth appear like a 
- deſolate wilderneſs. As God is the life, and 
his preſence is the happinefs, of the ſoul, what 
muſt it be without God? More uncomfortable 
ſurely than the body would be in the moſt diſmal 
howling deſert: and we are all by nature in this 
ſtate. "The world is indeed a place of baniſh- 
ment tõ every ſon of fallen Adam. What will 
- you call it but a wilderneſs, where not a morſe] > 
of bread' grows without human labour and culti- 
vation? And is not this a; Juſt picture of. the 
"fate of the ſoul, which has no divine or ſaving 
knowledge of itſelf, and can receive none from 
any of the arts and ſciences? This barren earth 
cannot produce one ſingle ray of heavenly truth. 
It muſt all come down from above, as manna 
did upon the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, other- _ 
wiſe our ſouls will periſh for lack of knowledge, 
as their bodies would have periſhed for want of 
bread. And ſince s is aur EN how 
5 2 - ſhall 


* 


fall we obtain deliverance | 5 Wt are here in 
5 bondage. Sin has chained us down in this wil- 
derneſs. Satan watches us and tempts us to love 
bur chains. The vain world ſmiles 1 upon us, and 
would make us believe that we are fill in para- 
dife : and God knows there are too many poor 
lilly creatures who take this world for their only 
paradiſe. | They are ſo dotingly fond of it, that 
nothing can break the enchantment. Though 
pains and miſeries come one upon the back of 
another, like waye after wave, yet ſtill. they 
| cannot entertain one hard thought « of this dear 
Wald“ They love it with all their hearts, and 
with all their ſouls, notwithſtanding the briars 
and thorns, which tear and ſcratch their fleſh, 
and the diſappointments and vexation they daily 
meet with. This fatal deluſion i is the worſt part 
of their caſe, becauſe to be i in fuch a wilderneſs - 
is a great calamity, but to be in love with it is a 
greater. It is a great misfortune to be ſick, but 
to be in love with ſickneſs, i is worſe than the dif- 
temper, and much harder to be cured. And 
how then can the ſoul recover her liberty E She 
is enſlaved and chained down to this wilderneſs, 
and ber enemies have her abſolutely in their 
power. She cannot ſtir one ſtep in her own 
8 might. Indeed ſhe would not. deſire to ſtir. She 
loves her Pondage. And ſince the has neither 
| the will nor the power, how can ſhe eſcape out 
of this wilderneſs? God be 1 there is a 
22 * way 
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Way open, and this is through Jeſus, WhO 
declared of himſelf, «] am the" way,” and all 
that fly to him eſcape from the miſeries of” this 
| wilderneſs, and are coming up from it, though 
not in their own ſtrength. The firſt deſire to 
leave it was from Jeſus Chriſt; he enabled the 
ſoul to ſeek deliverance, | and then gave her 
| ſtrength to break looſe from the chains where⸗- 
with the was bound, and in his might ſhe is now 
. travelling on. - He has given her a profpet of a 
better country, and for it ſhe has left off ſeeking 
happineſs in the wilderneſs. The honours, riches, 
| and pleaſures there to be found have loſt. their 
former value. She has turned her back upon 
them, and has ſet out upon her journey heaven: 
ä Wards. And ſee, all the way, ſhe | is pin up 
from the wilderneſs F 
1 Leans upon her beloved.” He 1 every 
le. his is the chief part of the beautiful image 
in the text. We here ſee the work of faith 
painted * before our eyes in the moſt beautiful 
| 1 055 | "There, could not, be a finer picture of 
the believer's 8 reliance upon Chriſt for grace to 
fupport every ſtep, and for ſtrength to carry him 
on in the chriſtian life, than to draw the church 
leaning upon her beloved. To lean and reſt the 
| body upon any thing i is the perfect repreſentation 
of faith leaning | and reſting itſelf upon Chriſt, 
An able expoſitor upon the paſſage has theſe 
words— She f 1 8 on her beloved; that i WW, 


ay 5 x 3 
cc as 
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ta as * who are weak, make uſe of a ſtaff in 
climbing of a ſtrait, and ſteep ground, or eaſe 
1 leaning upon one that is ſtrong, 
« and eſpecially one whom they love for helping 
ic them in their way: ſo the believer is ſaid to 
«come up from the wilderneſs, leaning on her 
and unfit for ſuch a difficult journey, by faith 
_ «©, reſts. on Chriſt, for helping her in the way, 
«* hereby ſhe is ſuſtained, and carried through 
e in the duties of an holy walk, and the dif- 
6e. „ culties in her way, till ſhe. come through the 
« wilderneſs unto the land of reſt.” . 
Every ſtep ſhe takes, ſpiritually by faith. and 
; love, ſhe cleaves to and relies upon Chriſt! 
There is a ſufficiency, and efficacy in Chriſt to 
ſave to the uttermoſt, to begin, and to carry on; 
and to perfect the whole work of ſalvation: he 
is the wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
redemption of believers; and therefore they 
would not only by faith be united to him, and 
lean upon him for the pardon of their fits by his 
righteouſneſs, but they would alſo by faith de- 
pend upon him for their ſanctification, for their 
dying to ſin, and being alive unto God. And 
thus by the exerciſe of faith they fulfil the com- 
mandment . Truſt in the Lord with all thine 
6, heart, and lean not to thine own underſtand- 
« ing.” If they overcome the world the victory 
from. truſting in the Lord by faith, from the 
power 


_— 


1250 c0LOMON's $086, 


power of Chriſt apprehended 1b 
faith. If ſin be dying in them, it is . de eff. 
oy" of his death apprehended and applied by 
faith. If they be alive unto God, tt it ĩs not I,“ 
n aal, but Chriſt liveth in me.“ It is by 
exerciſing faith on Chriſt, that I receive ſtren gth 
to get forward in the way of duty, and to make 
a' progreſs in holineſs. I derive continual ſup- 
port from him, and the more I can depend and 


Lean upon him by faith, the faſter I go, and the 


farther I advance in the way: for leaning on him, 
and coming up, are joined together in the text. 
If you gain any ground it muſt be by leaning 
upon the beloved Jeſus for his . ſupport and 
ſtrength for he is the beloved” here ſpoken 
of. The beloved Son of the Father, i in whom he 
declared he was well pleaſed,” and he is become 
the beloved of the believing ſoul, which is now 
awakened by his Spirit, and; ſtirred up by his 
power to leave this barren wilderneſs, and to 
ſeek a better country, i. e. a heavenly. His love 


begun the firſt deſire, and ſtill carries it on. 


His Spirit opened the eyes of faith to ſee a better 
country, and ſupports every ſtep towards it. 
And the believer leaning and relying upon his 
beloved Jeſus goes on ſweetly and ſafely. He 
beholds infinite excellencies, and daily diſcovers 
new worlds of delight in him; and the ſenſe of 
his own intereſt in them increaſes the delight. 
Hes can call all theſe his own. And to have a 


15771 | | Proper 
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property in them makes them ſtill more valuable. 
In this divine ſong he frequently lays a great 
ſtreſs upon this particular, eſpecially in the ↄth 
chapter, where he has been drawing a picture 
of his Lord, and he puts the finiſhing ſtroke to it 
in theſe words This is my beloved and this 
ig my friend.” All his excellencies appear 
with a double grace to me, becauſe J can call 
them mine. This is the happy experience of 
every faithful foul. May the Holy Spirit beſtow 
it upon you, giving you a view of the Redeemer's 

excellencies, and convincing e ha WO | 
in them, while Iam 5 | 

. Secondly, Applying the dofrine e in 
the text to your ſpiritual benefit and improve- 
ment. Who is this that cometh up from the 
« wilderneſs?” It is the believer; whoſe affec- 
tions are now raiſed above all earthly things, 
and he is coming up from the world leaning 
eyery ſtep he takes in the way towards heaven, 
upon his beloved Jeſus. The behever's. hea- 
venly mindedneſs is here repreſented by his com- 
ing up or aſcending from the wilderneſs, wherein 
he ſojourned, in his way to heaven, as the Ifra- 
elites did in the wilderneſs, while they were on 
their journey to the Promiſed: Land. The be- 
liever looks upon the pleaſanteſt and beſt culti- 
vated ſpot of tl is earth as a mere wilderneſs, be- 
cauſe. there is no true comfort or perfect reſt for 
the ſoul in any of the good things of it. He has 
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left off ſeckivis! happineſs" in the thijon nent” 
them, being convinced that all AIRY 300 
empty and unſatisfying, and there 
turned pis back upon them. Hie reiefhberd 
Lot's wife. He would not caſt one wiſhful Took” | 
after them. He keeps walking -on with an un- 
wearied courſe, becauſe he has a an almighty ſup⸗ 
port. He leans upon one who is able to bear up” 
every ſtep, who can ſtrengthen the weak hands, 
and confirm the feeble knees. Chriſt is his ſup-" 
port in his Walk heavenwards. "He takes Chriſt 
for his ſanRification, as Well as for his Juftifica- 
| tion. Chriſt muſt do all in him, as well a 8 for 
bim. Chriſt muſt enable him to do the works 
proper to a ſtate of acceptance, as well as bring 
him into it: for the believer knows of no power 
whereby he may be enabled to die unto fin, and 
pr live unto God. but his power only, who is 
almighty to fave His people from their fir ns. 
This is the doctrine. From the firſt moment our 
backs are turned upon the world, and we N 
to leave the wilderneſs of fin and miſery 
we come to the promiſed land of ſtr fr 
we muſt lean all the way upon Chrift.” He muſt 
be our ſtay and fupport. "Faith muſt rely upon 
him fo the fucceſs of every thing we undertake, 
and by this reliance it ſecures "faces." The 
greareſt part 6 of our misfortunes and diſappoint- 
ments in our tempo oral as well as religious affairs 
Leine from Foy 3 of this doftrine. We 


know 


— 
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know. not n to truſt all in the hands of. our 
loving Saviour, Worldly prudence will be ma- 
naging its temporal matters without reſigning 
all to him: and mens pride and ſelf-ſufficiency 
cannot bear to be ftript of all merit, and to rely 
entirely for acceptance upon the merits of ano- 
ther. It is too low and degrading an idea of 
the dignity of man to ſuppoſe him to be in a 
ſtate of condemnation until Chriſt juſtify him, 
and to be unable to take one ſtep in his chriſtian 
courſe, unleſs the Spirit of Chriſt aſſiſt and ſup- 
port him. Theſe truths are too mortifying to 
be generally received, but believers know them 
to be truths by happy experience. They are 
aſſured, that there is no other way to walk con- 
tentedly and cheerfully homewards, but to lean 
and reſt all the way upon him, who is both their 
guide and their ſtrength, Who has them and all 
their concerns in his gracious hands. Although 
this be the only way to true happineſs, yet it is 
extremely difficult to convince ſinners of it. Every 
error leads them away from it, and error is in- 
finite. I will endeayour through God's help to 
correct ſome of the moſt common errors. And 
PFirſt, I ſhall ſpeak of thoſe which all careleſs 
ſinners: fall into. Sin cut off all communion 
with, and reliance upon, God, and whoever lives 

in his natural unregenerate ftate cannot rely upon 
him for any good; the ſinner leans upon ſome 
yorldly enjoyment for happineſs, and the care- 
| _ 
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leſs Game is ſecure in this worldly, enjoyment. 
He has no thoughts of ſeeking happineſs in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and therefore has no deſire to lean With 
faith upon him. The danger of this is evident, 
becauſe every man in it is under condemnation, 
and is a child of wrath; and it is wonderful that 
the devil ſhould be ſo far able to delude ſinners as 
to make them fit eaſy under it: for did hey but 
know and feel their condition as ĩt really is, ſinful 
and dangerous, they would then acknowledge 


themſelves to be miſerable ſinners; and were 


they convinced of their want of ſalvation, and 
that there is no Saviour but Jeſus. Chriſt, then 
would they in earneſt ſeek ſalvation through 
him, and not as they do, labour to deprive them- 
ſelves of it with all their might: for they are 
daily adding to their ſin, and to their guilt, and 
to their miiery. When they read, There is 
ſalvation in none other than Jeſus; Chriſt,” 
they are deluded into a falſe peace, although 
they are not aſſured they have ſalvation in him. 
When God heren that without holineſs no 
man ſhall ſee him,“ they know they are not 
holy, and yet they never conſider what eternal 
miſery it will be not to ſee God. Thus theſe 
careleſs ſinners being out of a ſtate of ſalvation, 
are in danger of perifhing every moment. Jeſus 
Chriſt alone can ſave them, and yet they prefer 


8 to him and his eternal ſalvation. The guilt 
of this is ſo monſtrous, that men could not fall 
8 | Into 
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nto' it unleſs! they were under a ſtrong delufion. 
And yet the extreme folly of this conduct is 
equal to the guilt of it. Men who have no reſt 
nor ſtay upon Chriſt cannot be happy in the pre- 
fent world. They are not upon the foundation, 
the rock of ages. Their happineſs is built upon 
fand againſt which, when the rains deſcend, and 
the floods come, and the winds blow, it will fall: 
When the' evil day” comes theſe careleſs ſinners 
have nothing to reſt upon. When affliction | 
preffes hard upon them, they ſink under it. . 
When ſicknefs ſeizes them, down fall their high 
ſpirits,' the approach of death is moſt dreadful | 
and they ſometimes die for fear of dying. Or 
if they meet with heavy troubles, they are often 
ſo miſerable, that life is quite a burden; and if 
natural conſcience ſhould at this time begin to 
torment them with its horrors, theſe added to 
their other diſtreſſes would overſet them: Hav- 
ing none of the comforts of the goſpel to ſupport 
them under this complicated miſery, they often 
ſeek relief in ſelf murder. This is frequently the 
| cauſs of that dreadful crime, which can never be 
| repented of. And thus theſe poor miſerable 
cowards murder themſelves rather than live in 
pain, and fly to hell for refuge from the miſeries 
of life. Are not theſe evident proofs, that there 
is no folid happineſs out of Chriſt, and that 
 whateyer men lean upon for happineſs but him, 


are nothing DONE than * many broken reeds? 
Do 
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o we not ſee theſe proofs confirmed, by, daily 
experience? When God ſends any public cala- 

mity, the ſword or the peſtilenge, or famine, 
ſinners receive them as judgments, and are ter- 
riſied, but not reformed. If he ariſe to hake 
terribly the earth, their hearts tremble: more; than 


the ground does under their ſegt: they fear let 
u You: open every moment and ſwallow, them 
up. If it ſhould, their conſciences tell them they 


cannot eſcape the pit ↄf deſtruction, This is the 
miſerable condition of careleſs ſinners, Who have 
no truſt and confidence in Jeſus Chriſt. They 
are an eaſy, prey to every enemy, and they are 

made miſerable by the fears and terrors of their 
own conſciences. And is it not the fooliſhneſs of 
folly to be always toſt upon ſuch a tempeſtuous 
fea, When you may be fayed from all the ſtorms 
of life? Who would, chooſe to have his peace 

of mind lie at the merey of every wind and Wave? 
Is this prudent, is this fafe, when he that com- 
mandeth the winds and the waves, has only. to 
15 fay,.* 7 Peace, be ſtill,“ and the ere will: be a great 
calm? Thy tempeſtuous ſoul will be co mpoſed. 

Thou wilt find, a peace of mind that paſſeth all 
underſtanding. Oh unpardoned ſinner, haſt thou 
no deſire, haſt thou no wiſh no riſing in thy 
mind for the enjoyment of this peace of God? 
May he, without whom thou canſt not fo much 
as: think a good thought, put it into thy heart to 
ſeek it. And when, thou art once made ſenſible 
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of thy ſore diſeaſe, here is thy remedy. Chr 
is the infallible” phyfician of the ſoul,” and he has 


a fovereign balm to heal every malady of fin: 
Does thy conſcience accuſe and torment ?' The 


ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus can take out the 
ſenſe of guilt, and give thee joy and peace in be- 
aud thy ſufferings? Aſk Jeſus Chriſt to take off 


thy burden. Come to him, who bore all thy 
fins, and he will eaſe thee of thy load, and thou 


ſhalt find peace and reſt unto thy ſoul. He has 
promiſed it to every returning ſinner, and he is a 
bd of tut! «Caſt: thy Burden upon tlie 


“Lord and he will ſuſtain thee 3” ;” this is his 
promiſe, and he daily fulfils it. Lock among 
believers and thou wilt ſee it literally fulfilled. 
Thou canſt not deny but that being juſtified by 
faith, they have peace with God, and are happy 
in. the ſenſe of his love to them through Jeſus 


Chriſt their Lord ; whereby they are ſupported 


and comforted under all God's dealings with 


them, knowing that he will make all things 6) 
Work together for their good. And accordingly 
we read in ſcripture of his having never failed 


them, who leaned upon him for help. When 
they were viſited with ſickneſs, or poverty, or 

any other affliction, he enabled them to bear his 
fatherly correction without murmuring or repin- 
ing. When fm cries aloud for vengeance, and 
juſtice draws the ſword, and cuts off the inhabi- 
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tants of the earth with a ſwift deſtruction, ben 
believers happily experience that their gracious 
God in the midſt of wrath remembers mercy. 
His 3 upon his enemies are mercies to 
them. When the earth quakes and trembles 
he their feet, their ſoul does not melt away 
becauſe of the trouble. The rock upon which 
they ſtand cannot be moved, and therefore in'the 
midſt of the earthquake, they can triumphantly 
Gay, God is our refuge and ſtrength, a very 
e preſent help in trouble, therefore will not we 
« fear; though the earth be removed, and though 
the mountains be carried into the midſt of the 
<« ſea,” Would not you think yourſelves happy 
if this was your caſe? And yet believers have 
ſtill a greater happineſs. When death itfelf ap- 
proaches it is welcome: for the ſting of death is 
taken out, and they have no fear left about any 
thing, but ſin. They are more afraid of fin, than 
of poiſon. They would not live in ſin to gain 
the world, and in the ſtrength of their beloved 
Saviour on whom they lean and rely, they can 
and do conquer ſin, ſo that it does not reign in 
their mortal bodies. What do you think of the 
ſafety and happineſs of thoſe perſons,” Who are 
afraid of nothing, but of offending their recon- 
1 Father? Certainly they are the happieſt 
den upon earth; and every ſinner would envy 
em, if the devil had not propagated an opinion 
chat Wee all under 'a deluſſon- If any of 
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you, my brethren, have entertained this opinion, 
weigh the matter carefully, and you will find 
this makes nothing for your caſe. For what you 
ſuppoſe to be deluſion is a ſweet and comfor- 
table ſtate of mind, promiſed in the word of 
God, and beſtowed upon the children of God; 
and are they deluded, think ye, who ſay they 
have received nothing more than what God had 
promiſed, to give? That faith, by which ye 
ſuppoſe us deluded, does certainly free us from 


the commiſſion of many ſins, and from many of ; 


the miſeries of the preſent life, and it deludes us 
into a kind of fortitude, that not only enables 
us to bear reproach; contempt, injuries, and af- 
fictions, but alſo to rejoice. under them, when 
we meet them for following Chriſt. Oh happy 
deluſion! We are deluded into a ſtrong belief 
that God loves us in Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore 
we are confident, that whatever he appoints for 
us is the beſt. Be it poverty, or ſickneſs, or any 
outward evil, we can reſign ourſelves content- 
edly to his holy will, being aſſured that our lov- 
ing Father would ſend us nothing, but what 
will be for our good. Is all this a deluſion ? 
Can a man be deluded into ſuch real ſolid hap- 
| pineſs? Glory be to God, I have taſted a little 
of it, and I would not part with the blefling for 
a thouſand worlds. Upon this earth there is no 
happineſs, like it. Heaven only exceeds it: 
Therefans you. gain nothing by giving credit to 
the 
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| thei devil's lie. He would have you to believe 
that all God's people are under a deluſion, and 


that they only fancy they are ſafe and happy by 
leaning upon Jeſus Chriſt. And can you believe 
this barefaced lie? Who but the father of lies 
could raiſe ſuch an evil report upon the good 
land, and who but his children would give any 
credit to it? For the ſpirit of truth ſpeaks a dif- 


ferent language. Hear what he has promiſed, 


and then judge, whether we are deluded, who 


fay, he has fulfilled his promiſe to us: Thou 
e wilt keep him in perfect peace whoſe mind is 


ec ſtayed on thee, becauſe: he truſteth in thee. 


. ©/Truft ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord 
e Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength.” Here he en- 
gages'to' keep thoſe perſons in perfect peace by 


5 n everlaſting ſtrength, whoſe minds are ſtayed 


upon him. Fear then, careleſs ſinner, to call 


this perfect peace a deluſion : for thereby thou 


wouldeſt aſcribe to the devil the glory of God's 


work; but rather aſk God to ſhew thee thy 


— guilt: and wretchedneſs, that thou mayeſt find 
thy want of that peace which God has to give. 


Haſt thou no deſire to aſkꝰ If thou canſt not 
ſend up one with for it, may his good Spirit now 
put it into thy heart. Oh that thou couldſt pray 
to be in the happy ſtate of the faithful ſoul, 


Coming up from the wilderneſs leaning upon 
* her beloved.“ And to every one who deſires 
to be in this ſtate I mal 


e my ſecond remark. 
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hs ſuppbſe you begin to find the heavy burden 
of ſin, and it is growing intolerable ; then look | 
to Chriſt, that he may take it updti him, and eaſe 
you "He can ſuſtain it; for he hath borne the 
weigh of the fins of the od. and he will eaſe 
you of your burden, whenever you can caſt it 
upon the Lord. But if you are diſcouraged from 
truſting in him, and find your fins to be ſo many 
and ſo great, that you fear he will not receive 
you: fear not. Be your ſins ever ſo heinous, if 
you are ſenfible of them, and can aſk mercy, he 
will be merciful. He never ſhut any one out of 
mercy. becauſe he was a great ſinner. The 
greateſt have found mercy, and fo may you, if 
you go as one of the greateſt to aſk it. Aſk, and 
ye ſhall have. Pray to Jeſus for his help, and he 
will raiſe you up. Pray for faith, and he will 
enable you to lean upon him for wiſdom; and 
righteouſneſs, and holineſs, and 8 5 e 
tion. 4 oY THF, „„ 
But you have, you ay. been praying ah 
waiting upon him, and yet you find nothing but 
coldneſs and deadneſs in your heart. You make 
no progreſs, Though you deſire to lean upon 
Chriſt every ſtep, yet you cannot put your 
whole truſt and confidence in him, your mind 
is full of ſo many doubts and fears. Several 
perſons, when they firſt ſet out in the ways of 
religion, get into this temper. They are always 
diſputing and doubting, whether this ſtep be 
Vor. * R 7 right, 
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right; and that ſervice accepted, /16oking too 
much into their own hearts, and looking too 
little at Chriſt, and ſo they puzale and perplex 
themſelves, and. can gain no ground. If you 
would be freed from theſe difficulties, follow the 
light which God gives, and make uſe of the 
help which he offers; and that is the way to 
receive more. You, my brethren, are ſeeking 
his promiſed falvation. - Enquire, what you 
are to truſt to, and to reſt upon at preſent. If 
God has made a proviſion for your caſe, it 
_ ought to be your ſupport. And bas he not left 
you the word of promiſe to rely upon ? . He has 
. commanded you, and it is your bounden duty, 
to believe the report which God has given of 
his Son. You are required to take him at his 
word, and to believe, that Chriſt is, as the ſcrip- 
ture has ſet him forth, a Saviour willing and able 
to fave every ſinner, who comes unto him. 
This is the ſcripture character of Chriſt ; and if 
you do not believe what it ſays concerning him, 
By you make God a liar. And you will call in que- 
ſtion both the faithfulneſs and the goodneſs of 
Soc, if you think that he has promiſed -any 
4 thing to them that ſeek, which he will not fulfil 
to you who are ſeeking. Heaven and earth ſhall 
paſs away, but not one tittle of God's promiſes 
ſhall paſs away, until all be fulfilled. 
Is not this then, my brethren, the point where- 


I in you fail ? You are” ſeeking Chriſt, and his 
5 ſalvation, 
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ſalvation, but you want ſomething more than 
the word of promiſe, before you reſt upon it in the 
manner God requires. You deſire a particular 
application of the promiſes, and want the expe- 
rience of them, before you can wholly rely upon 
the faithfulneſs and truth of God who made 
them. Examine, whether this be not the caſe; 
and if it be, conſider how you diſcredit the word 
of God. You are commanded to believe it, and 
unleſs you think God is a liar, you may ſafely 
rely upon it. It is your duty to receive Chriſt, 
as he is there ſet forth, and to wait for the wit- 
neſs of - the Spirit in the application of Chriſt, 
when and in what manner he ſhall think pro- 
per to give it you. And ſuppoſe your belief of 
his word of promiſe, your faith of reliance, may 
be very weak, yet however bring it into att. 
Let it operate. Lean upon Jeſus Chriſt, as well. 
as you are enabled, and you will certainly go 
on lamely perhaps at firſt, but however halt on, 
and believe that he pities you, and lay the care 
of bringing you ſafely through upon him. Don't 
lie complaining and arguing, but belieye his 
word, and act faith upon the word of promiſe, 
and the Lord ſhall be with you. And the weaker 
you find yourſelf, you have the more need to 
rely upon Chriſt. Look more at him, and leſs 
at yourſelf, and wait humbly upon him, and you 
will not long want his promiſed comfort. He 


will give you Joy and peace in believing, and 
R 2 er | ſhew 


"hew you that you are in the Baß number of 
the redeemed of the Lord, to whom 1 make 1 my 
third and laſt remark. 

My chriſtian brethren, you have experienced 
” the truth of the doctrine in the text, and you 
EFnow the happineſs of leaning with faith upon 
Chriſt. Vou are enabled to truſt the whole of 
your ſalvation on him. In all your duties you 
lean upon him. Vou hear, and read the word, 
and pray, and give alms, and attend at the 
Lord's table, not to make yourſelves righteous 
in the ſight of God. This is not your motive. 
You know that he who made your perſons righ- 
E. teous, muſt alſo make your duties acceptable. 


He, that juſtified you, is the ſame alſo that muſt 


: ſanctify you. Nothing can make you holy, but 
his good Spirit. . To this you truſt. And as he 
has promiſed that his grace ſhall at all times be 
fufficient for you, you can therefore lean upon 
Jeſus i in the worſt of times, and the ſoreſt trials. 
The more you are afflicted, the more do you rely 
upon him, and cleave the cloſer to him, and 


- therefore the ſtronger you grow. Sickneſs can- 


: not weaken your hold ; death itſelf cannot break 
it off: © for when I walk through the valley of 
« the ſhadow of death, ſays the Pſalmiſt, then 

« thou art my ſupport, then thy rod and thy 

c « ſtaff comfort. 1 me : 25 leaning upon thee I neither 

1 death, nor him that hath. the N of 

death. Os 


. 


The 
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The text thus explained and applied, teaches 
us one of. the moſt / uſeful leſſons for the conduct 
of life. All men are ſeeking happineſs, but few 
find it; becauſe they ſeck it where it is not. It | 
has been a general enquiry among thinking men, 
how they might be able to bear up under afflic- 
tions, how, they might keep the mind eaſy, when 
the body. was in pain and ſickneſs, and how they 
might be happy in all circumſtances ; but upon 
the principles of moral philoſophy they could 
never. fortify the mind againſt the evils of life. 
Various remedies were propoſed, but they all 
failed, when they were brought to the trial. 
But the great ſecret is revealed in my text. If 
you would be always happy, lean upon Chriſt; 


take off all truſt and confidence from every other 


object, and place them upon Chriſt. It is a com- 
mand, © Caſt all your care upon him,” he will 
bear it for you ; but in order to do this, you muſt 
know by faith that © he careth for you”—for 
how can you truſt yourſelf and all your affairs 


in his hands, unleſs you have ſome evidence of 


his love to you ? But when you receive faith from 
the gift, and from the operation of God, and 
thereby know your intereſt in the promiſes made 
through Chriſt, and, as our church expreſſes it, 

are aſſured of the favour and goodneſs of God 
towards vou, then you can lean upon him for his 


promiſed help. And this faith can carry vou 
8 e ſafely | 
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ſafely throu gh all troubles and temptations, be 
they ever ſo great, becauſe it is almighty. Faith 
does not attack them in the ſtrength of nature, 
but in the omnipotence of grace. It relies upon 
the promiſe of God, and believes that it ſhall be 
done according to his word. When faith can 
thus plead the promiſes and lean upon Chriſt for 
the fulfilling them, it will certainly receive what 
ever is promiſed—power to ſubdue ſin—power 
to live unto God—grace ſufficient to reſiſt tempta- 
tions—comfort under afliftions—ſtrength i in the 
inner man when the body is in pain and ſickneſs 
Land victory over the laſt enemy, death: © for 
all things are poſſible to him that believeth.” 
- Here then is the infallible ſcripture remedy for 
the evils of life. May the Lord God diſpoſe all 
your hearts to take it. If you would be ſafe and 
happy, lean upon Chriſt. But if there be any of 
you, my brethren, who are till determined to 
lean upon ſome other thing for happineſs, be aſ- 
ſured it will deceive you in the end. You may 
- ſeem to go on ſmoothly and merrily for a while, 
but there is a day coming, when you will ſee the 
falſeneſs of your confidence. In the day of ſick- 
neſs, in the day of death, and much more in the 
great day of judgment, you will have nothing to 
ſupport you, unleſs you lean upon Jeſus Chriſt. 
Be perſuaded then in time to put your whole 

truſt and confidence in him. If you ſee your 

„ . | | want 
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want of a Saviour, go to him, and he will ſupply 
all your wants. Aſk and ſeek the precious gift 
of faith, until- you are able to-turn your backs 
upon all worldly happineſs, and to come up from 
the wilderneſs leaning upon your beloved Jeſus. 
And whenever the grace of God brings you into 
this happy ſtate, you will then go on in your 
chriſtian courſe ſweetly and cheerfully. - You 
will find the preſence of your God with you 
every ſtep, and being mightily ſtrengthened with 
his Spirit in the inner man, the work of ſalvation 
will proſper in your fouls. Oh that we may be 
all ftrong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might to travel on in his ſtrength. May every 
one of you, who has come up from the wilder- 
neſs of the world to the houſe of the Lord this 
day, be enabled to lean and rely upon Chriſt for 
his promiſed help, and may receive out of his 
fulneſs grace for grace. If you have never yet 
been united to him by ſaving faith, God grant 
his good Spirit may bleſs this diſcourſe, and 
make it the means of uniting you to Jeſus Chriſt. 
And if you be now united, Oh may you find the 
bond of union growing ſtronger and ſtronger 
every day, until death perfect it, and eternity 
continue it in endleſs bliſs and glory. We look 
up unto thee, O moſt gracious God, for theſe 
bleſſings, and we afk them in that excellent form 
of prayer which our church has taught us to 
| 35 e 
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uſe this __ | Enable x us 0 0 pray in faith, while 

b ee 2 8 80 
_ $$SOQ Lord, ebeſecch thee to keep thy church 
« and houſhold continually in thy true religion, 
e that they who do lean only upon the hope of 
thy heavenly grace, may ever more be de- 
fended by thy mighty power, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Minas.” P Dt On after 
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SERMON: XI. 


EHAP. viii, VER. 6, 7. 


E me as a a ſeal upon thine heart, as a ſeal upon thine 
arm: for love is firong @s death, jealouſy 7s cruel as 
the grave, the coals thereof are coals of fire, which 

_ hath a moſt vehement flame. Many waters caunot 
quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a 
man would give ail the ſubſtance of his houſe fer 
ove, 10 would 11. erly be contemned. 


TI IS ſong of 16908; which treats of the pure 
and ſpiritual affection between Chriſt and the 
| believer, is very little underſtood. Worldly and 
ſenſual men read it with worldly and ſenſual 
tempers, and therefore find nothing divine in it. 
It is to ſuch perſons of all ſcripture the moſt ex- 
ceptionable: and no wonder. St. Paul gives us 
the reaſon, « The natural man, ſays he, dif- 
* cerneth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
te neither can he Clo them, becauſe they are 
« ſpiritually diſcerned :” for want of this ſpiri- 
tual diſcernment, he cannot ſee the things of 
the Spirit of God treated of in this divine ſong. 
But it is nevertheleſs a fine painting, although 
theſe blind men cannot judge of it. The ſub- 


ject is the union of Chriſt with the believer. 
| He 
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. He that is not a believer does not know what it 


is to be united to Chriſt; and. therefore he is as 


incapable of judging of this poem as a blind 


man is of the expreſſion of a beautiful picture. 


% 


But he that has the love of Chriſt in his heart, 
who is one with Chrift, and Chriſt with him, he 


knows what the believer means, when, ſpeaking 


to Chrift in the text, he ſays, Set me as a ſeal 
« upon thine heart, as a feal upon thine arm : 
< for love is ſtrong as death, jealouſy is cruel as 
the grave, the coals thereof are coals of fire, 
„Which hath a moſt vehement flame. Many 


<« waters cannot quench love, neither can the 
<« floods drown it: if a man would give all the 
<« ſubſtance of his houfe for love, it would utterly 
be contemned.” This is the believer's prayer. 
He has taſted of the loving kindneſs of his Lord. 
The Holy Ghoſt had ſhed abroad the love of 
Chriſt in his heart, and he could truly ſay, I 


„ love him, becauſe he firſt loved me.” He 


was happy in the enjoyment of his Lord's love; 
but he wanted more, as every one does who has 


taſted of it. He hungered and thirſted for more 
full experience of it, and earneſtly prayed to be 
rooted and grounded in love, that he might be 
able to comprehend what is the breadth, and 


length, and depth, and height, and to know the 


love of Chriſt that paſſeth knowledge. The be- 


| ever knew it was his intereſt to ſtudy this love, 
and to try to take ſome dimenſions of it, enen 


it 
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it ſurpaſs all human underſtanding, yea the un- 
derſtanding of all ſaints, of angels and glorified 
ſpirits, to comprehend it fully; -but the more he 

did comprehend, the happier he found himſelf. 

When he conſidered the wonders of Chriſt's love 

in his humiliation, in his life, in his ſufferings, in 

his death, in his reſurrection and aſcenſion, and 

in the glories of his mediatorial kingdom, he 

found particular ſweetneſs in this conſideration, 
that he had an intereſt in all the good offices of 
this love. He knew, that whatever it did for 
ſinners was done for him. And would not this 
greatly recommend the ſtudy of Chriſt's love 
above all other ſtudies: for how exceedingly de- 
lightful muſt it be to trace out the ſteps of his 
love, ſince every new diſcovery is a freſh addi- 
tion to the believer's happineſs? ** Upon this ex- 
perimental plan the ſpeaker in the text conſi- 
dered the ſubject. He prays for a more full and 
perfect enjoyment of Chriſt's love, and urges his 
petition by ſeveral motives taken. from what 
Chriſt did and ſuffered for ſinners. He takes a 
view of the triumphs of his love in the greatneſs 
of his actions and ſufferings, and then by them 
pleads with him for a more abundant meaſure of 
love. May the divine Spirit enable every one of 
you to put up the ſame prayer. May he ſhed 
abroad in your hearts that love, which will make 


255 conſideration of this ſcripture uſeful and 
Eo 
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371 "FOO Under his ieee 8 let us en- 
quire, 55 N 4 Nr 

F irſt, Into the ſenſe and meaning of the wards, 
and TY 43 

Secondly, 8 the proficl uſe we can n make 
of them. n bg . . 

This divine ſong i is 8 up in i oj manner . of 
a dialogue. The ſpeakers are Chriſt and the 
church. The church is every faithful ſoul, which 
is united to Chriſt as the members are to the 
body, or the branches to the vine. When ſome 
men hear the word church, they are apt to ap- 
ply at to national or congregational aſſemblies ; : 
but the ſcripture applies it to believers; and to 
them only, allowing none to be true members, 
not even of any chriſtian communion, unleſs they 
be members of Chriſt's myſtical body. —And our 
reformers i in the 19th article give us this defini- 
tion of the viſible church—* It is a congregation 
* of faithful men, in which the pure word of 
40 tered. LY 1 of theſe, faithful men (for of 
numbers of them the, church. is compoſed). is 
here expreſſing the fervent prayer of his heart, 
to have more full experience of Chriſt's love. 
| He had no doubt of the favour and goodneſs of 


| ” God. towards him. in Chriſt He had received 


many clear proofs of it. He had the ſcripture 
marks and evidences in, his own-ſoul of Chriſt's 
being g his beloved and his friend ; and he was 


. RD, happy 
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gf in knowing this. The ſenſe of Chriſt's 
love to him had enabled him to love Chriſt in 
return, and therefore he was led to pray for the 
continuance, and for the increaſe of Chriſt's 
love—* Set me as a ſeal upon thine heart;” and 
convey to me under thy ſeal all the graces and 
bleſſings which thy love has to give: for the 
foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, having this 
ſeal, The Lord knoweth them that are his; he 
knoweth them that have his ſeal upon them, 
O ſeal me then for thine. When a man ſets his 
hand and ſeal to a will or to a deed of gift, it is 
as if he ſhould declare, This is my laſt wilt and 
teſtament, this is my a& and deed. So when 
Chriſt ſets the believer as a ſeal upon his heart, 
it is as if he ſhould declare ſeal this perſon 
for mine, and give unto him freely all the bene- 
fits of the new teſtament in my blood, and this 
is properly atteſted by my word and by my Spirit. 
The word is the outward witneſs, the Spirit ap- 
plying the word is the inward' witneſs. The 
ſcripture very clearly aſſigns to him the office of 
ſealing believers, as Eph. i. 13. After that ye 
believed in Chriſt, ye were ſealed with the 
« Holy Spirit of promiſe ;” and chap. iv. 30. 
« Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
« ye are ſealed unto the day of redemption.” 
Chriſt redeemed both our real and perſonal eſtate, 
but we are not in poſſeſſion of either, until it he 


conyeyed to us under the ſeal of the Holy Spirit. 
Chriſt 8 
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Chriſt's nnn without the. Holy Spirit s ap- 
plication, is like a deed without a ſeal, which 
vou know can legally convey nothing. It is the 
ſigning and ſealing that makes it good in law. 
And when the Holy Spirit ſeals the believer, then 
he receives the earneſt of his inheritance. The 
believer in the text had this earneſt" in himſelf, 
and therefore he prayed fervently for a- greater 
meaſure of Chriſt's love; and he prayed the more 
fervently, as: well from the lively remembrance 
he had of his former miſery, while he was with- 
out Chriſt in the world, as from the pleaſing 
ſenſe of his preſent happineſs. All the time his 
heart had been ſet upon the world, he remem- 
bered i in what a vain ſhadow he had been walk- 
ing, and how he had diſquieted himſelf in vain. 
From whatever he ſought happineſs, he was diſ- 
appointed; and therefore convinced of the emp- 
tineſs of every creature-comfort, and of the ſinful- 
neſs of reſting in them—having found the beſt of 
them unable to fill the deſires of his ſoul, he had 


| turned from the creature to God: God had 


every thing. to give that could make him com- 
pletely happy, and God the Saviour was willing 
to give it. As his power is, ſo is his love; they 
are alike infinite. The ſpeaker in the text had 
happy experience of Chriſt's love, and did not 
doubt of his power to ſave With a grateful 
ſenſe of what Chriſt had already done, he prayed 


that the Holy Spirit would make wy. increaſe 
2 and 


a. | | £ 
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and abound in love: My brethren, is this your 
prayer? Do you know ſo much of his love to 
you, as to pray for more love to him? If you 
are not ſeeking happineſs in his love, in what 
have you been ſeeking it all your life, or in what 
are you now ſeeking it? Out of Chriſt you 
could ſeek it in nothing but in the ſinful love of 

the creature. And now aſk yourſelves what you 
have found? If you deal honeſtly with your 
fouls, you muſt confeſs that you have met with 
continual diſappointments. And why then will 
you not be wiſe from experience? Are you 
tired and weary of the dull round of worldly 
joys? Then pray the Holy Spirit to turn your 
affections from theſe deluding objects to the 
Lord Jeſus, and when your hearts are ſet upon 

him, he will then make you perfectly, eternally - 
bleſſed. Bleſſedneſs is his to give. The world 
| has it not. Oh turn then from it to our loving 
God, and beg you may know ſo much of his. 
love, as to 'be able to pray with the believer 
in the text that Chriſt would © fet you as a 
„ ſeal upon his heart, and let you know your 
intereſt in his love. When you are ſealed for 
his, and find his affections are placed upon you, 

then you will have the comfortable enjoyment * 
of his preſent graces, and ſure and certain hope 
of your inheriting the promiſes of eternal Hife: 
for then he will alfo “ ſet you as a ſeal upon his © 


arm * His arm is his power. The hand is 
| | the 


* 
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the active part of the body, by which the ſtrength 
of it is exerted. We labour and work with our 


hands; and when the ſcripture ſpeaks of the 


arm of the Lord, it means his active power, 


which the faithful ſoul here deſires may be exer- 
eiſed continually for its ſalvation. To be as a 
ſeal upon his heart would be of no uſe, without 


the ſeal upon his arm. His love would not be a 


bleſſing, unleſs it was an active, operative love. 


But it is therefore deſirable to partake of Chriſt's 


love; becauſe it will always awake the arm of 


the Lord, and will bring ſalvation. His love 
and his power are never ſeparated; his heart 
and his arm act together, and therefore the be> 


* Heving ſoul does not put them aſunder, but prays 
in the text, that the beloved Saviour would give 
her experience of both O ſet me as a ſeal 
„ upon thy heart, that whatever thy love diſ- 

* poſes thee to do for ſinners, I may ſhare» and 
* partake in it Oh ſet me alſo as a ſeal upon 
«thine arm, let me alſo, bleſſed Jeſus, be en- 


. © graven upon the palms of thy hands, that in 


< all thy works thou mayeſt remember me with 


<« mercy. Let thy love engage thy e ta 


< make all things work together for my good. 
Theſe are the deſires of the faithful in the a 8 
. they are the fervent deſires of every true be- 


. ever. And if there be any of you, who are not 


you are ignorant of the nature of 


faith, then 
i the 
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the nature of ' Chriſt's love. You know it not, 


becauſe you have had no experience of it. If 
you had ever found your want of his love, and 


had ever taſted of it, you would bear your teſti- 


i 


mony to the truth of the following deſcription, 


viz. © That his love is ſtrong as death, the ardor | 


« of it is harder than the grave, the coals thereof 


« are coals of fire, which hath a moſt vehement 
« flame, burning with ſuch an inextinguiſhable 
« affection, that many waters could not quench. 
<« it, neither could the floods ' drown it, and of 


«© ſo ineſtimable a price, that if a man ſhould 
think of buying it, or of meriting it, and 
« would give all the ſubſtance of his houſe for 
$234 af on utterly be deſpiſed.” Theſe are 
the excellencies of Chriſt's love, for which the 


faithful ſoul ſo earneſtly deſired farther - expe- 


rience of it, and for which you will deſire it with 
the ſame earneſtneſs, as ſoon as you are made 

ſenſible of your wants. When you find the mi- 
ſery of ſin, and the wretched ſlavery of ſerving 
ſatan, and the world, and the fleſh, who have 


no wages to give you but death, then you will 


wiſh your ſouls under the protection of that love, 


which is © ſtrong as death.” The love of Chriſt | 


was ſtronger than death: for he conquered death, 
and took out its ſting. And the ſting of death 
will be taken out of your conſcience, when it is 
ſprinkled with his atoning blood. His love 
brought him down from heaven, and he took a 
„„ v. S ; body 
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body of fleſh, in which he might obey, and ſages, 


And die, Accordingly he. became obedient, 


_ obedient unto death, even the death of the 
croſs. He died the painful, ignominious, and 
accurſed death of the croſs, Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friend; but how far does the love of Jeſus 
exceed this inſtance? he laid dow his life, not 
for friends but for ſinners, for enemies, the bit- 
tereſt enemies, who perſecuted him even unto 
death He died for his perſecutors. Greater 
love than this there cannot be: for as he died to 


ſiave his enemies from death, ſo he roſe again, 


that they might riſe to a newneſs of life, whereby 
he ſhewed © his love to be ſtronger than the 

“ grave.” Our tranſlation reads, jealouſy is cruel 
as the grave--The word rendered jealouſy, de- 
notes. the ardor and intenſeneſs of Chriſt's love, 


not what he thought of the love of others to 


him, but the nature of his love to them, the 
great degree, the flaming ardor and intenſeneſs 
of it, which made him ſubmit not only to death, 


baut alſo to go down to the grave. In the priſon 


of the grave the bodies of all the dead were ſhut 
up. The priſon was ſecured with bars and gates, 
and guarded by him that had the power of 
death, and he had ſuffered not one priſoner for 
four thouſand years to eſcape. To this priſon 


0 | the Lord Jeſus went down, and he was detained 


in it for three days: but it was not poſſible that 
| he 
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he ſhould be holden any longer. On the third 
day he broke through the gate of death, and 
demonſtrated that his love was ſtronger than the 
grave. And when he is deſcribing his victory 
to the beloved apoſtle, he repreſents it under a 
very beautiful image. I am he that liveth, 
« ſays he, and was dead, and behold I am alive 
for ever more, Amen, and have the keys of 
| © hell and of death.” My brethren, are any of 
you afraid to die? Has death till a ſting, and 
the grave victory over you? If they have, did 
you ever conſider what was the reaſon? Is it 
not becauſe you either do not believe that Chriſt 
has the keys of death and the grave in his hands, 
or elſe you have no certainty that he, will uſe. 
them for your intereſt? You have no know- 
ledge of Chriſt's love to you. The Holy Ghoſt 
never ſhed it abroad in your heart, perhaps you 
never deſired it, and therefore you are ignorant 
of his having died and riſen from the grave for 
your ſalvation. If you knew your intereſt in his 
death, and had experienced the power of his 
reſurrection, you would no longer fear death and 
the grave: for then faith would enable you to 
triumph over both. You would have nothing 
to fear, but every thing bleſſed to hope for from 
them, after you knew that Chriſt had ſet you as 
a ſeal upon his heart, and as a ſeal upon * 
arm: for then death and the grave, inſtead of 


ſeparating you from the love of God which is in 
8 2 | - Chriſt 
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i Chriſt Teſus our Lord, would bring _ the 
more full and eternal enjoyment of it. 


My brethren; if you have not this be} 00 you | 


deftre it? Can you pray for it? If the Holy 
Spirit has diſcovered to you your want of it, and | 
has put you upon aſking, aſk, and he will grant 


you your heart's defire. You ſhall know Chriſt, 


and the power of his reſurrection, know him to 


be your Saviour and your God. And this expe- 
rience of his love to you, will open to your un- 
derſtanding the next words in the deſcription, 


viz. that the ardor of Chriſt's love is like coals of 
Fre burning clear and bright with a moſt vehe- 
ment flame, ©« fuch as many waters could not 
£- quench.” | Theſe many waters are the many 
troubles he met with, and they were ſo many, 
that they would have quenched any love but his. 


He went through a ſea. of troubles from the 
manger to the croſs, but his love burnt all the 
time with ſuch a vehement flame, that the many 


Waters he waded through could not quench it. 


Herod perſecuted him while a child, and forced 


him t flee his 'country, but his love to his ene- 
mies brought him back. His very "humiliation, 

_ until he entered on his publie miniſtry, was a 
great trial" As God he was the higheſt in hea- 
ven, as man he'was one of the loweſt on earth— 
That was [Confequently the” Higheſt love which 
flvoped' the Toweſt to fave ſinners. You may 


read in — the Hiſtory" of the man tron- 
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bles he went through. His public life was one 
continued ſcene of oppoſition. Trouble came, 
like wave after wave, raging and lifting up their 
heads on high, but the ardor of his love mounted 
and flamed above them all. You know that 
nothing cools love ſo much as meeting with 
batred; he was hated, even for doing good, and 
yet he loved his enemies. They Poss cold 
water upon his love, by railing at his doc̃trine, 
blaſpheming his perſon, blaſpheming his mira- 
cles, but his love, being of an uncommon nature, 
burnt the brighter. He went on doing good to 
bis revilers and his blaſphemers. And though the 
rulers and nation of the J ews, a few Poor people 
excepted, would not receive him for the pro- 
miſſed Meſſiah, yet theſe many waters could not 
queneh his love. It burnt with a pure flame, 
which neither the ingratitude nor the vile treat. 


ment of mankind could in the leaſt damp, or 


abate. And we need not wonder that many wa- 
ters could not quench, “for the floods could 
not drown the love of Chriſt.” It {till kept its 
ardor, when the overflowing flood broke over his 
head. When the floods of ungodly men roſe up 
againſt him, and tried his love with every pain 
and reproach, which is diſtreſſing to human na- 
ture, they only ſerved to make his love ſhine out 
the purer and brighter. In his laſt ſufferings, 
theſe floods tried to drown his love, but it 
mounted up triumphant. above all. In the gar- 

hs x | den, 
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| den- on the eve of the paſſion, he had a proſpect 
of what he was to undergo, and as there was no 
other way for man to be ſaved, but for him to 
drink the bitter cup, he therefore reſolved to 
take it, and to drink it up to the very dregs- | 
No ſooner had he ſpoken the words, Father, 
* thy will be done,” but the cup was inſtantly 
put intæ his hands. He is apprehended, and all 
his diſciples forſake him. Not one, not Peter 
himſelf, durſt own him. As a, malefactor he is 
brought before the high-prieſt, accuſed for ſay- 
ing he was the Son of God, ſhamefully intreated 
and ſpit. upon, blindfolded by way of inſult on 
his prophetical office, and ſtruck upon the face, 
led to Pilate, tried and acquitted, and yet whipt 
and ſcourged, crowned with thorns by way, of 
inſult on his regal office, and the thorns driven 
into his head by the barbarous ſoldiers until the 
blood ran down his temples, and then innocent, 


and pronounced ſo by his judge, nevertheleſs gi- 


ven up to the rage of his people — to the floods 
of ungodly men that went about to devour him. | 
They thirſted for his blood, and ſhed it as if it had 
been water. Having gotten him into their 
power, they led him out, marking the way as he 
went with his blood, and having reached mount 
_ Calvary, there they prepare their inſtruments of 


death. They drive the nails through his hands 


and feet, faſtening his body to the croſs, and 


then ling up the croſs, e ſtand by to inſult 
and 
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and 8 him. O love divine, how trium- 
phantly didſt thou riſe above all theſe floods of 
oppoſition, when that ſweet prayer came out of 
thy dying mouth, „Father, fee them, for 
« they know not what they do.” But he had 
another flood of oppoſition to withſtand, infi- 
nitely more dreadful than the former ; he had 
the wrath and juſtice of his Father to ſuſtain, 
who finding all our fins upon him, took full ſatiſ- 
faction, even to the uttermoſt farthing. His 
Father had before declared by a voice from hea- 
ven, This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleaſed:“ but now his juſtice draws the 
ſword in wrath upon his beloved Son. Whence 
was this? What! is there any variableneſs or 
| ſhadow of turning in God? No. He was ſtill 

th beloved Son' of the Father, but he was made 
| fin for us who knew no fin: he was wounded for 
our tranſgreſſions, and was bruiſed for our ini- 
quities; he bore our griefs and carried our ſor- 
rows, from the time he ſweat as it were great 
drops of blood in the garden, until he expired 
upon the croſs. And what be endured while 
that ſcripture was fulfilling, Awake, O ſword, 

i againſt my ſhepherd, and againſt the man that 
« is my fellow, faith the Lord,” and juſtice was 
taking full and perfect ſatisfaction for fin upon 
him, no tongue can tell, no imagination can 
conceive. He ſays himſelf, All thy waves and 


“ ſtorms are gone over me.“ They broke upon 
| | his 
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bis head; and with ſo much fury, that. 1 ber 
So - plains in the 88th Pſalm, Ver. * e Thine indig- 
e nation lieth hard upon me, and thou haſt 

<« vexed me with all thy ſtorms.“ When all the 
waves and ſtorms of the Father's wrath, which 


mould have fallen upon us, vexed him, he might 


well ſay, Was there ever ſorrow like unto my 
. ſorrow, wherewith the Lord hath affficted 
s mein the day of his fierce anger?” There ne- 
5 ver was any ſorrow like that, which occaſioned 
this lamentation, My God, my God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me?” All the powers in hea- 
ven and earth heard this cry, and were affected 
with it the ſun hid his face there was darkneſs 
over the whole earth—the rocks were rent-the 
graves opened the dead aroſe=-the veil of the 
temple was rent from the top to the bottom. 


M hat the bleeding Lamb of God ſuffered at this 


time ſurpaſſeth human underſtanding. But how- 
ever, in this day of the Lord's fierce anger, the 


floods of divine wrath did not drown our Lord's 


love. He bore up under all, until love heard 
the happy words---< It is finiſhed,” and then he 
bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt. But 
his love did not die. No. It gained the greateſt 
victory in death. We read of Samſon, that the 
dead, whom he flew at his death, were more 
than thoſe whom he flew in his life which was 
a type and figure of the great victory, which 
my hgh * by his death; for he then van- 

quiſhed 
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qui hed at the esctbies of our peace: His love 
Was ſtronger than death: becauſe through death 
he overcame death, and him that had the power 
of death. It was ſtronger than the grave, for 
he redeemed his own body before it had ſcen 
corruption. And he aroſe from the graves 
the firſt fruits of the dead, and bebold be has in 
his hands the keys of hell and of death, ſo that 
neither death nor hell ſhall have any power over 
them that believe in Bim. And being riſen from | 
the dead, and aſcended into heaven, he 1 1s ſeated 
upon the throne of glory, and he neither wants 
love nor power to beſtow upon them that believe 
I him, every grace, and every bleſſing which can 
make them happy in time and in ne, > 
Surely then, the love of Chriſt is i Boyd's all 
value. What price can you ſet upon it? Might 2 
not the faithful with good reaſon ſay of it in the 
text, „If a man would give all the ſubſtance'sf 
« his houſe for this Tove, it would utterly” be 
5 deſpiſed, 4 for it is a free love, it cannot be! 
bought. It is ineſtimable, and the riches of it 
are unſearchable. With what can yo think of 
purchaſing it? With the ſubſtance of à man's 
houſe? Why, it is one of the free gifts of this 
love, and can you then think of merklintg or buy 
ing it with its own gifts? This love Crestel all 
things that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
ſo that you have nothing to offer it but what is 
Already its own. And if You: are one of he 
en veus Lord's . 
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Lovd's peoples it redeemed you from the bondage 

of ſin and ſatan, of death and the grave, and 
you have only to receive its bleſſings, and to be 
- thankful: for you/ yourſelf, and all that you have, 
are not your own. You are bought with a 
price. And what can you offer the Lord, but 
what is already his own? His by right of creation, 
by right of redemption doubly his. And muſt 
he not then utterly deſpiſe both you and your 
gifts, if you think that the ſubſtance of your 


houſe is to be compared with his love? He will 


deſpiſe you, and you will feel his reſentment 
through the ages of eternity, if you diſparage 
his love ſo much, as to think that any thing in the 
world, yea the whole world itſelf, ought to be 
put in competition with his love. They who 
Have taſted of it, know it to be invaluable. The 
leaſt: experience of it is worth thouſands of 
worlds, And Oh that he who has it to give 
may now ſhed it abroad in all your hearts, that 

you may feel the happineſs of it. May this be 

the deſire of every ſoul here preſent- Set me, Lord 
Jeſus, as a ſeal upon thine heart, ſet me as a ſeal 

upon thine arm, for thy love to ſinners is ſtrong 
as death, the ardor of it is mightier than the 
© grave—it burnt like bright coals of fire, which 


hath a moſt vehement flame, many waters could 


not quench thy loye, nor could the floods drown 

it. If a man would give all the ſubſtance of his 

2 hook to purchaſe thy love, he: and his gifts would 
be er deſpiſed. N 


My 
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My brethren, can you make uſe of this pnperg 
Are theſe: the pious breathings of your ſouls? 
You: have heard from the ſenſe of the words, 
that theſe were the pious breathings of the 


faithful under the Old Teſtament, and they muſt- 


be yours under the New, if you would expe- 
rience the comforts of the doctrince in the text, 
and to ſtir you up to ſeek them is the ſubje&t of 
my ſecond general head: under which Tſhallmake 
two or three ſhort practical inference. 
The firſt relates to the manner, in which the 


words are drawn up. They are in the form of 


a prayer, founded upon paſt experience of Chriſt's 
love, and earneſtly deſiring a larger ſhare of it. 


And is this your heart's deſire? Can you willingly 


and heartily pray to have the love of other ob- 
jets ſhut out of your hearts, and to find you, 
happineſs in the love of Chriſt, and in being 


| ſealed for his? If you can pray thus, may you 


you ſet up againſt Chriſt ? You prefer it to hin! 


daily find more reaſon to love Jeſus Chriſt. But 
if you cannot, is it not expedient that you ſhould 
conſider what is the reaſon ? For bas not Jeſus 
Chriſt every perfection in "himſelf, and every 
grace and blefling to give, which ought to draw 


the affections of e e ſinners unto himſelf ? 
And yet you have no love for him. What is the 


cauſe, which makes you act ſo directly againſt 
your own intereſt ? Is it not an unlawful'attach- 
ment to the world, or to ſome object in it, which 


You 


) 


— 
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5 You think: it oan make you happier. nber can, 
and ſo you give up your hearts to its ſervice. 
Herein you are guilty of a monſtrous abſurdity ? 
becauſe you prefer creature-comforts to God; 


and you are: guilty of monſtrous wickedneſs, 


becauſe you leave God to idolize the creature. 
| And though after daily experience you find, that 
the creature: cannot make you happy, yet ſtill 
vou idolize it. What prodigious power muſt 
fin have over a man, how entirely muſt. it have 
blinded his underſtanding, when it can make 
him act againſt the cleareſt evidence, even of his 
oy ſenſes? for upon whatever object you place 
pour hearts, in preference, or in oppoſition to 
Ohriſt, it cannot make you bappy: for this plain 
reaſon, becauſe you ſin in giving that love to it, 
which is due to him. My ſon, ſays he, give 
$ ME thy heart.“ I will make thee happy by 
taking guilt out of thy conſcience, by pardoning 
thee fr eely, and ſhedding the love of God abroad 

in thy heart. Until this be done, no creature can 
make you happy. While ſin is unpardoned, 
While guilt is in the conſcience, and while the 
broken law condemns, what can money, what 
gan pleaſure, what can honour give of happineſs ? 
They may for a time ſooth the uneaſineſs of the 
mind, but they cannot remove it. Nothing 
dan remove it, but Jeſus Chriſt. He has perfect 
peace to give. And if ever you obtain it, you 
muſt receive it from his free love and bounty. ; 
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v1 brethren, do you give your aſſent to theſe 
truths? How do they appear to you? Do they 
not carry conviction along with them? Certainly 
they do, unleſs men be entirely blinded with ſin. 
If they have convinced you, and you begin to 
deſire to know the love of Chriſt, then turn from 
ſeeking happineſs in creature-comforts, where it 
cannot be found, and ſeek it in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
you will find in him true ſolid bliſs, when he ſets 
you as a ſeal upon his heart, and as a ſeal upon 
his arm. But if you have not been convinced 
from what has been ſaid, then turn to the world; 
and get its ſeal upon your hearts. If the world 
can make you happier than God can; idolize it. 
Serve it, as too many do, with every faculty of 
ſoul and body, and pay it that obedience which 
is due to God only. But did you ever conſider, 
who is the god of this world, that/rulet} 
children of diſobedience ? Is it 
ſerpent, called the devil and ſatan, who deceiveth 
the whole world? And what! would you be 
found, when you come to die, with the devil's 
ſeal upon you? Do you now deliberately chooſe 
to be marked for his, and to have your portion 
with him in the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone for eyer and ever? If there he any of 
you thus far deluded and infatuated, let me 
entreat you to read the gth chapter of Ezekiel. 
You will there find a lively image of your pre- 
font 3 34 pray God to make it the means of 
bew ing 


290  $SOLOMON'S SONG, 


ſhewing your danger. The Lord gives a com- 
mand to flay young and old, and to deſtroy the 
whole city; but firſt one cloathed in linen goes 
to ſet a mark upon the Lord's people, and they 
1 only were to be ſaved, You have not the Lord's 
mark upon you, therefore in the day of bis fierce 
anger his eye will not ſpare, neither will he have 
pity. Whenever the deſtroying angel is ſent out, 
he has no power to hurt the ſervants of God, 
who are ſealed; as you may read, Rev. vii. 
Four angels bad a commiſſion to hurt the earth, 
and the ſea, but they were not to execute it until 
te Lord's people were ſealed, then they were 
to deſtroy and ſpare not. Are not theſe awful 
ſcriptures ? Have not they made you ſenſible of 
your preſent danger? May the Spirit of 'the 
hving God apply them. Oh may his grace now 
begin to work upon your hearts! Now may he 
put it into your minds from a due ſenſe of your 
Wants to ſeek a ſupply from the love of Chriſt, 
that you may receive profit from what I have to 
remark upon the ſecond part of the text, viz. the 
greatneſs of Chriſt's love. 

But of this you can form no judgment, unileſs 
you have feen your guilt and your: miſery, and 
found how much you ſtood in need of his love. 
It will appear great in proportion, as you find 
your want of it, and greater as you experience 
it. In itſelf it is divine and infinite. It partakes 
of the nature of its author, It is, like him, 

s 3 | above 
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above all bleſſing and praiſe. If you. try to 
take the dimenſions of it, you will conclude 
with the apoſtle, that it ſurpaſſeth knowledge, 
yea, the knowledge of angels as well as of men; 
the height, the depth, the length, the breadth of. 
it cannot be meaſured by any created being. Oh _ 


the height and depth of that love, which brought 
our divine Lord from the higheſt heavens to the 
| loweſt humiliation. Oh the length of that love 
which reaches as far as the eaſt is from the weſt, 


for ſo far hath he ſet our ſins from us. Oh the 


breadth of it, which includes a great multitude, 
that no man_ could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues. But al- 
though Chriſt's love be thus unſpeakably great, 
and inconceivably divine, yet until you feel the 


miſery of ſin, you will not think of applying to 
Chriſt for his love. But when guilt torments, 


death terrifies, the grave and hell appear to you 
in all their horrors, then you will think it a 
bleſſing indeed, if you could have that love in 
your hearts, which is able to caſt out theſe fears. 


And the knowledge of Chriſt's love to you 


caſteth out all fear: for his love has conquered 
all your enemies, and is now almighty to con- 


quer them in you. For ſin he has made an 


atonement, death he has ſubdued, and him that 
had the power of death, he is riſen from the 
grave as the firſt fruits of the dead, and has 


opened the gate of everlaſting life. O beſeech 


him 


# 
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| Hin then + let you ſhare in b Shak love, which 
Was ſtronger than death, mightier than the grave; 

5 whereby all his conqueſts ſhall be yours. When 
+ you are united to him in the bonds of love, he 
Will make you more than conqueror. He will 


make your love triumphant like his. He will 
ſo ſtrengthen it, that many waters ſhall not be 


able to gre it, neither ſhall the floods be able 
drown it. Neither diſtreſs nor perſecution, 
| neither life nor death; neither the pleaſures of 
the world, nor the temptations of the devil, ſhall 


be able to ſeparate you from the love of Chriſt 


. Jeſus your Lord. 


If you ſee your We of this love, ſeek and 
you | ſhall find it. The ne is They that 


© ſeek me early | ſhall find me.” And if any of 


you have been ſeeking and Taye not found, you 


may conclude, that you have been ſeeking wrong 
and have not followed the laſt part of the 
text; viz. ſeeking it as a free gift, which with all 
your endeavours and pains you cannot merit: 


for ſuch 1 18 the free and ineſtimable love of Chriſt, 


that if a man would give all the ſubſtance of his 
| Houſe for this love it would utterly be deſpiſed. 


If you had millions of worlds to give, they 


would be counted as nothing. He would 


reject you and your worthleſs bribes—As one 
ſaid upon a like occaſion, Thy money periſh | 


with thee, hecauſe thou haſt thought, that 


« the free N of God was to be purchaſed 


« with money.” Not only all that thou haſt, 


85 . but 
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but alſo all that thou canſt deſire, is not to be 
compared with the love of Chriſt: - Whatever. 
can make the ſinner happy in time, whatever can 
make him bleſſed in eternity, Chriſt's love is able 
to beſtow, and does beſtow upon thoſe, who find 
their want of it, and who come humbled under 
a ſenſe of their wants, to aſk it as a matter f 
free grace and bounty. It is to the glory of his 
love, that he beſtows upon the unworthy. And 

__ "ifs good Spirit has enabled you to ſee your 
want of it, and you can aſk it as an unworthy | 
ſinner, you will receive it. This is your only qua- 
lification, to acknowledge that you do not deferve 
it. Go to the throne of his grace with this hum- 
ble temper, hungering and thirſting after righte- 
ouſneſs, and the Lord Jeſus will Jon: you away 

filled with good things. 

It is evident then from what has RD ſaid, that 
there is perfect happineſs to be found in the love 
of our redeeming God. All that call themſelves 
. chriſtians profeſs their belief of this truth, but 
the generality of them act in direct oppoſition to 


their belief, and are ſeeking happineſs where 


God has. decreed it ſhall not be found. They 
try to find it in the world, but are diſappointed, 
and after many diſappointments they will not 
give over the ſearch. Their great love for the 
world will not ſuffer them to turn their backs 
upon it, although it has deceived them ſo often. 


1 2 are quite enamoured with its fancied 
POR» V. EE, Ts 


294 - 5$0LOMON'S sog. 


goods, and place their whole hearts as affec- 
tions upon its money, its pleaſures, and its 
honours: theſe they purſue eagerly, and perhaps 
- attain them; they have their heart's deſire, and 
yet they are unhappy. What is the reaſon ? 
Becauſe theſe things cannot ſatisfy the wants of 
a ſinful ſoul. Sin ſeparated the foul from God; 
not only ſet them at a diſtance from each other, 
but alſo occafioned enmity between them. The 
law and juſtice of God are of purer eyes than 
to behold the leaſt ſin, and therefore he revealed 
his wrath from heaven againſt all unrighteouſneſs 
and ungodlineſs of men. And until his law and 
_ juſtice receive full ſatisfaction, God the Father 
will not appear reconciled, nor pardon the fin- 
ner, who cannot return to God with any love or 
confidence, and find happineſs in him, until he 
believe that God is reconciled, and has pardoned 
him. Now Jeſus Chriſt is the only Saviour who 
has pardon of fin to give. His good Spirit can 
give the ſinner the knowledge of the pardon of 
ſin, and ſhed abroad in his heart all the comforts 
of God's pardoning love. Then he will know 
the truth of the deſcription in the text. Chriſt's 
love will appear to him as it is there deſcribed. 
He will be able to take up the words, and to uſe 
them with the ſame ſpirit, with which they were 
ſpoken in the Song : for he i is happy in the love 
of Chriſt, and can truly ſay, ] love him, be- 
cauſe he firſt og me, and- * n for 
«c me. . 4 8 


Since 


= 
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- Since theſe things are ſo, ſurely, my behind 
hath, you will not go away reſolved, full to - 
ſeek happineſs 1 in the love of creature-comforts. - 
You cannot ſuppoſe, that the world can make 
you happier than its almighty Creator and Saviour 
can, If you had it all in your poſſeſſion, yet 
there are times when it could be of no fervice. 
What pleaſure could it give you in ſickneſs ? 
How could it remove the torments of a guilty 
conſcience? How could it keep off death, or take 
out its ſting ? How could it bring you any com- 

fort, if your poor ſoul ſhould appear with all its 
fins unpardoned : at the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt? 
Alas, in theſe circumſtances the world and the 
things of it cannot give relief. You know they 
cannot. And why then will you purſue them? 
Since there is no happineſs to be found in them, 
and the more you purſue them, the farther will 
they lead you from true happineſs. Oh, turn 
from the world then, leave it, follow its vain 
ſhadows no longer, nor diſquiet yourſelves in 
vain. No man was ever happy i in the love of 
the world; but every man is happier than the 
world can. make him, who has only accepted' 
the invitation, Oh come, taſte and ſee how 
« gracious the Lord Jeſus is ;” but he that has 
tafted, and ſeen, and is under the care and-pro- 
tection of Chriſt's love, he is completely happy, 
even in times of trial and trouble; becauſe Chriſt 


is an to deliver; and when he does not 
. Te ä 
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deliver from affliction, he is able to andi it, 

and te make it work together for good to them 
chat love him. And is not this an happy ſtate ? 
What ſinner would not deſire it, and what afflicted 


perſon would not pray for it? May he, who is 


able to bring you into it, put it into all your 
hearts to ſeek it. Oh that he may ſend his good 
Spirit, and give every one of you earneſt defires 
to have this ſcripture fulfilled in your own fouls. 
May this be the language of every ſoul here 
preſent—Set me, bleſſed Saviour, as a ſeal upon 
' thine heart, and as a ſeal upon thine arm, let thy 
love and thy power ac̃t together for my ſalvation: 
for thy love is mightier than death, and ſtronger 
than the grave, Oh that I might ſhare in theſe 
victories of thy love, the vehement ardor of which 
many waters could not quench, neither could 
the floods drown it. If a man would give all 
the ſubſtance of his houſe to buy this love it would 
utterly be contemned. I have nothing to pur- 
chaſe it with. Give it to me Lord, as a free. 
gift, and to the glory of the giver. HD 
O dear Redeemer, ſend us away with theſe 
good deſires in all our hearts, and cheriſh them, 
until we know that love of thine, which paſſeth 
knowledge, which exceeds all that can be ſaid 
'of it upon earth, and will exceed all that can be 
ſaid of it in heaven. There will be no end of 
ſinging its praiſes through eternity. Oh may it 
by 1 818 joy and * here in time to ſing 
with 
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with grateful hearts the praiſes of redeeming 
love, until Jeſus take you to himſelf, and put 


more love into your hearts, and fill your mouths 


with louder ſongs of praiſe to Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, the adorable Trinity in Unity, to 
whom may we all aſcribe equal honour and 


glory, majeſty and dominion, now, henceforth, 


and for evermore. Au and a. 
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enar. viii. VER, 14. 


Mate haſte, my Hetbndt, 40 30 Ibs Wet 10 4 roe, 
or to a young hart upon the mountains of * ; 


TIE church 6s this her laſt requeſt, She 
deſires her beloved to haſten his coming, which 

under the Old Teſtament diſpenſation referred 
to his coming in the fleſh, as under the New, it 
refers to his ſecond coming. But the church of 
God, both in the Old Teſtament and the New, 
expected another coming of Chriſt, viz. his 
coming in grace, The believers knew that he 

was to come, and to abide with them, and not 
as a ſojourner, but as an inhabitant, to dwell in 
their hearts by faith. This was promiſed them, 
and this they have always experienced. The 
words may with great propriety treat of theſe 
three advents of our Lord. And 1 will en- 


deavour 
Firſt, To explain them i in their full ſenſe and 


Secondly,. To draw ſome practical obſervations | 
from them. N 
The words were ſpoken before the coming of 


5 Chriſt in the fleſh, and ſuppoſing they refer to it, 
| they 
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chey imply great haſte and ſpeed. The faithful 
would have Chriſt. to haſten his coming in the 
ſwifteſt manner, whereby they expreſs the holy 
impatience of their affections, which could not 
endure delay. They longed to ſee the defire of 
all nations incarnate. It was their continual wiſh 
and prayer, that they might ſee the day of Chriſt, 
Therefore upon the concluſion of the Song, they 
break off as it were abruptly, with this their laſt 
requeſt, upon which their hearts were principally . 
ſet, © make haſte, my beloved.“ | 
This was the continual prayer of believers 
under the Old Teſtament, which they made not 
from any doubt of God's faithfulneſs and truth, 
but from their earneſt defires after the Saviour 
of the world. They were ſenſibly convinced of 
'their great want of him. They found fin in 
themſelves—they read in the law of the puniſh- 
ment due to ſin, which the law had threatened, 
and juſtice was bound to inflit, and they knew r 
that they could do nothing to make an atonement 
to law and juſtice, therefore they ardently prayed 
for the coming of the promiſed -Lamb of God 
Who was to take away ſin by the ſacrifice of 


_ - himfelf, and to anſwer all the demands of law 


and juſtice. The firſt prophecy was ſufficiently 
clear to be a ground for their prayers. God had 
declared, that the ſeed of the woman, one born 
of a woman, ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head, in 
which his poiſon lay, and thereby deſtroy the 
250 8 | | Oe” 
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power which he dan uſurped over king. 
The types and ſervices then inſtituted; which 

are in ſum and ſubſtance the ſame that were 
afterwards recorded in the written law, tended 
to explain the firſt ' prophecy, and to keep it 
- continually in remembrance. They ſerved as a 
 ſchookmaſter to lead men to Chriſt. From them 
it was certain that the Saviour would come and 
be made a facrifice for fin, but the preciſe time of 
his coming was not made known in the firſt ages 
of the world. This gas e men occaſion to expect 
him in every age, until the fixed time of bis 
coming was revealed. And accordingly we find 
the patriarchs before, and the prophets under 
the law, waiting with eager deſires for his 


: coming: As our Lord aſſured his apoſtles, 


Matt. xiii. 17. „ Verily I ſay unto you, many 
* prophets and righteous men have deſired to 
e ſee theſe things which ye ſee and have not 
60 ſeen them, and to hear theſe things which ye 
0 hear and have not heard them.“ There were 
many prophets and righteous men in the church 
of God as well before the written law as fince, 
who deſired to ſee God incarnate, and to hear the 
gracious words that ſhould proceed out of his 
mouth. Jacob was one of theſe prophets and 
righteous men, and he expreſſes all their defires 
in his own—* I have waited for thy ſalvation, 
« O Lord.“ (Gen. xlix. 18.) And the prophet 
Laiab, W in his own name, and in the 
names 


| DISCOURSE 1. 301 


name 4 the faithful, ſays —* In the way. af thy 
« judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee: 
« the deſire of our ſoul is to thy name, and to 
« the remembrance of thee.” And there were 
always in the church ſome waiting for the pro- 
miſed conſolation of Iſrael, and eſpecially at the 
time of his appearing in the fleſh, ſuch as the 
juſt and devout Simeon, who when the holy 
child Jeſus was brought into the temple, took 
him up in his arms, and bleſſed God, and ſaid, 
Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſeryant depart in 
« peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.” 
And this, my brethren, will be your happy caſe, 
when your eyes ſee the ſalvation of God. When 
faith gives you a clear view of your intereſt in the 
ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt, then whenever 185 die 
you will depart in peace. 
Thus the Old Teſtament faints defied Chriſt 
| to haſten his coming in the fleſh. * They wanted 
to behold his day. They longed to ſee the great 
myſtery of godlineſs opened and explained 
God manifeſt i in the fleſh. In the fulneſs of time, 
| according to their deſires he came. He viſited 
us in great bumility, and in the form of a ſervant, 
but he thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: for he required the ſame faith in himſelf 
as in the Father, Ye believe in God, believe 
. alſo in me.” John xiv. 1. He commanded 
the ſame divine honour to be paid to him, All 
* men ſhould honour the Son, even as they 
0 « honour 


„ honour the Father,” (John w. 2g.) for he is 


9 -Jehovab, the ſelf-exiſtent God (John viii. 24.) 


which whoever does not believe mall die in his 
fins. He ſupported theſe high claims by appeal- 
ing to his miracles, which were God's teſtimony = 
to the truth of his words. Hear his own argu- 
ment upon this very ſubject. The Jews were 
going to ſtone him for ſaying that he was God. 
« If I do not the works of my Father believe 
4 me not; but if I do, though ye believe not 
« me, believe the works, that ye may know and 
« believe that the Father is in me, and I in him.“ 
(John x. 37. 38.) He did all the works, which 
the prophets had foretold the promiſed Immanuel 
ſhould perform. And after he had fulfilled the 
ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, had ſuffered all 
that law and juſtice required, 'and had com- 
Pleated the great work of ſalvation, he aſcended 
into heaven, and fat down at the right hand of 
the majeſty on high. And we are now accord- 
ing to his moſt true promiſe waiting for his 
ſecond coming.” There is a great day, and not 
far off, when every eye ſhall ſee him coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. God had revealed this very early to his 
ſervants the prophets: for Enoch the 'ſeventh 
from Adam prophecied of it, ſaying, '* Behold 
« the Lord cometh with ten thouſand of his 
« faints to execute judgment upon all, and to 
e convince all that are ungodly among them, 
; | «of 


 _ DISCOURSE XI1, 9 


65 of all their ungodly deeds, which they have 
* ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
« ſpeeches, which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken 
« againſt him.“ In the New Teſtament we have 
the manner of our Lord's coming to execute 
judgment, with the proceſs of the laſt day very 
particularly deſcribed. And it is the wiſh and 
prayer of every faithful ſoul—that he would 
haſten this his glorious appearing, and accom- 
pliſh the great things which are to go before it. 
When the bleſſed Jeſus cloſes the volume of 
revelation with this promiſe, “ Surely come 
« quickly,” the faithful reply, Amen, Even 
. ſo come, Lord Jeſus.” And daily is it in their 
pray ers Thy kingdom come. And they have 

good reaſon to deſire it; becauſe all that their 
Lord and Saviour has to do upon the earth 
will then be compleated. The number of the 
elect will be perfected, and he will be admired 
in them. His enemies will be finally ſubdued. - 
An end will be put to the reign of fin and ſatan. 
There will be no more death. Whatever robbed 
our redeeming God of his glory will be deſtroyed. 

Oh how greatly then is this ſecond coming of our 
Lord to be defired by all his faithful followers 
and ſervants, who are deſcribed in ſcripture by 
this character, that they love his appearing. 
They love it firſt for his ſake, becauſe he will 
then be glorified in his ſaints, he will then be 
8 for the great glory which he Will beſtow | 
2 upon 
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upon them; and they love it alſo for their own 
fakes, becauſe then all their wiſhes and deſires 
will be fulfilled, when they ſhall ſee their beloved 
Saviour face to face. They will have no more 
Prayers or requeſts to make. When that great 
day is come, there will be no more complaints, 
no more wants or neceſſities, ſorrow and ſighing 
will flee away for ever. Our warfare will be 
ended, our victory compleated. Our crowns 
ſhall ſhine upon our heads with never- fading 
luſtre, our palms of victory ſhall. be ever 
green. How exceedingly great this happineſs 
will be we cannot fully comprehend at preſent. 
However this one circumſtance heightens every 
thing faid of it in ſcripture, namely, that it will 
be eternal. When we have aſcended from 
judgment with our Lord, he will admit us into 
his kingdom of glory. After this meeting we 
ſhall part no more; but ſhall- ever be with the 
Lord, praiſing and adoring his perfections, and 
being happy in the enjoyment of them to all 
eternity. And is not all this happineſs earneſtly 
to be deſired by them, who have received through 
faith the earneſt of their inheritance? And will 
it not be much upon their hearts to pray him to 
haſten his coming, and will not they, who love 
his appearing, pray for it with great fervency ? | 
Our church is very earneſt in her prayers: for 


| ſhe teaches us in the Burial Service to be con- 


e praying to him, « that it would pleaſe- 
60 him, 
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6c bin of his gracious, Se ſhortly to ac- 
« compliſh the number of his elect, and to 
ec haſten his kingdom.“ And he | has pro- 
miſed to hear and to anſwer theſe. prayers: 
for when he is deſcribing in St. Matthew the 
_ tribulation of the laſt days, which ſhall be greater 
than any ſince the beginning of the world to 
that time, he ſays that * for the elects ſake theſe 
c days ſhall be ſhortened. ” Amen. So be it 
Lord Jeſus. 

My brethren, when you de af ow! Lord's 
ſecond coming how does it affect you? Do 


Do you wiſh and pray for it? Does the folem- 
nity of it ſtrike no terror into your conſciences? 
Is all peace and joy within, when you bear of 
the ſuddenneſs of his coming, and of the general 
ſurprize it will be to a careleſs world? Do you 
now find no fear, if the laſt trump ſhould this 
moment ſound and you ſhould lift up your eyes 
and ſee the God of glory coming in the clouds of 
heaven attended with all his holy angels? Could 
you look- up with joy, knowing that your re- 
demption draweth nigh ? Is your conſcience ſo 
purged from dead works that it would not be 
_ alarmed, if the air that we breathe being on 
fire ſhould be diſſolved, and the elements ſhould 
melt with fervent heat, and the earth alſo and 
the works that are therein ſhould be burnt up? 
Are you prepared to draw near the judgment- 
1h, 1 ſeat 


you love to think of the day of his great glory? - 


- * 
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ſeat with a true heart in full aſſurance of falt, 


having your hearts ſprinkled from an evil con- 


ſcience? When you meditate upon the ſolemn 
proceſs of the laſt day, as deſcribed by the J udge 


. himſelf, can you ſuppoſe yourſelf to be in the 


7 


midſt of this awful ſcene, and your ſtate ready 


to be determined to all eternity, and have you 
no fearful apprehenſions about your ſalvation? If 


vou have none, may he who delivered you from 
them ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh your faith that you 


may daily love our Lord, and love his appearing 


more and more. But if guilty fear does ariſe in 
your heart, when you think of the glorious ap- 


pearing of the great 'God and our Saviour at the 


. laſt day; this proves that all is not right in your 
own ſoul. There is a coming of Chriſt in grace, 
which you have: not yet experienced : for if you 

| had; it would have given you that love, which caſt- 
eth out all tormenting fear. If Chriſt had come 
and manifeſted himſelf to you, as your Saviour, 
if he had awakened you, had pardoned you 
freely, and given you the witneſs-of the Spirit in 


your heart, enabling you to look upon God as 


your reconciled Father, Chriſt as your Saviour, 
and the Holy Spirit as your guide and comforter, 
then you could have no reaſon to fear. And 


this coming of Chriſt is the moſt to be defired, - 
becauſe. without this you do not receive the = 


graces and bleſſings of his firſt coming in the 


feln, and therefore are not e for his ſe- 
cond 
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| cond coming to judgment. What he did and 
ſuffered in the ' fleſh is not imputed unto us for 
| righteouſneſs, until it be applied and appropri- 
ated. The Holy Spirit muſt come and ſhew us 
our intereſt in it, he muſt give us preſent ſalva- 
tion from the pollution, and the guilt, and the 
_ dominion of fin, and we muſt know and expe- 
rience this by true faith, before the fear of 
Chriſt's coming to judgment can be taken out of 
the conſcience. But when Chriſt thus dwells in 
the heart by faith, then being intereſted in all 
the graces of his firſt coming, we may wait for 
the bleſſings of his ſecond coming with . full 
of imortality. Therefore, 

My brethren, above all things ſeek the expe- 
rience of Chriſt's coming to you in grace: for 
when you once know and love him as your Sa- 
viour, you cannot fear him as your judge: but 
from the ſenſe of his love to you, you will be able 
with the faithful in the text to call him your be- 
loved, and to pray for his ſpeedy coming, that 
he may put all his enemies under his feet. When 
they ſay, * Make haſte my beloved, this im- 
plies. that there was mutual love between them. 
The ſoul was made ſenſible of Chriſt's love to it: 
For we love him,” ſays the apoſtle John, 
«, becauſe he firſt loved us.” And when you 
have ſcripture evidence of his firſt loving you, 
then you can with true faith take up the churches 
words, and ſay, * «© My beloved is mine, and I 
& am 


* * R 7 
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* am his.” To know that he is yours is. the 
fame thing as to know whatever he has is yours: 
for by being intereſted in him you have a pro- 
perty in all his promiſes, graces, and bleſſings, 
in time and in eternity. This is the bleſſed ſtate 
of believers ; and do you not deſire, my brethren, | 

to be in it? is it not happineſs indeed to be 
freed from the fear of death and judgment—nay 
more, to be able to pray for the coming of Chriſt, 
and to love his appearing? What can be more 
deſirable than to know that the almighty-judge 
is your loving Saviour, who, when he comes at 
the laſt day, will make you completely bleſſed 
both in body and ſoul? May God put it into all 
your hearts to deſire this, and may he give you 
faith to pray in the words of the text Make 
< haſte, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe 
„ ora young hart, —like them in ſwiftneſs and 
© ſpeed, for which they are remarkable. It is ſaid 
of Aſahel the ſon of Zeruiah, that he was light as 
of foot as a wild toe ; and the Gadites, who came 
to David at Ziglag, are celebrated for being as 
ſwift as roes upon the mountains. With all this 
ſpeed would the faithful have Chriſt to haſten 
his coming. They had no ſtronger idea of the 
greateſt ſpeed than what they took from the 
ſwiftnefs of a wild roe, and therefore by this they 
. expreſs the fervent deſires of their ſouls after 
his ſpeedy coming. He heard their prayers, and 
he will anſwer them. He gave them many pro- 
” Ser” ˙ ö miſes 
3 
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mites in the Old Teſtament of his coming in glo⸗ 
ry, to judge the world, and many more in the 
New. In his laſt words, with which he ſhuts 
up the volume of revelation, he leaves us this 
ſweet and comfortable promiſe—© Surely I come 
« quickly.” Here we have his promiſe, he will 
come quickly, and confirmed by a ſolemn afſeve- | 
ration, ſurely--and ſurely, what his truth hath 
promiſed, nothing ſhall be able to hinder his omi- 
nipotence from fulfilling : for yet a little while, 
and he that ſhall come will come; and will not 
tarry. And becauſe he ſeems to tarry, there- 
fore the unbeliever takes occaſion to reflect up- 
on the faithfulneſs of God, and the careleſs ſin- 
ner finks deeper into carnal ſecurity ; but both 
theſe ſorts of perſons may read their condemna- 
tion in the third chapter of the ſecond Epiſtle of 
| Peter, in which he foretells that there ſhould: 
come in the laſt days ſcoffers, walking after theit 
own Juſts and ſaying, Where is the promiſe of 
his coming? We ſee no ſigns of it, for ſince the 
fathers fell aſleep all things go on as they did 
ftom the beginning of the creation. To this the 
apoſtle replies, firſt by ſaying, it is wilful. igno- 
rance to maintain, that the world has ſuffered no 
change ſince the creation, for was it not once 
deſtroyed by a deluge of water? And ſecondly 
he anſwers, that the Lord is not flack concern- 
ing his promiſe (as ſome men count flackneſs) 
but is W * to us ward, not willing that 
—— + + U any 
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any mould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
repentance. Wbat theſe men call ſlackneſs is 
an act of mercy. The judge only waits till the 
. time fixed in the counſel of God be, finiſhed, till 
the number of the ele& be perfected, and then 
hall the end come. His delay may ſeem long to 
us who meaſure time by days, and months, and 
years, but with the Lord a thouſand years are 
but as one day. There is no time in eternity. 
What ſeems long to us, who are but of yeſter- 
day, is with the Lord ſpeedy: for he that is 
truth, and cannot lie, ſays, Surely, I come 
quickly. The longer he has delayed, the ſooner 
he will come, and therefore my brethren, you 
ſhould be the more prepared. If vou, think his 
delay long, this ſhould haſten you in your pre- 
paration, becauſe every moment brings his com- 
ing nearer. |: No one dare affirm that he ſhall not 

live to ſee the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and, great glory. If this 
may be, and every one of us may live to ſee it 
come to paſs, Oh what manner of perſons ought 
we to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs? 

What diligence ſhould we give to make our call- 
ing and election ſure? Ought we not to have 
a clear knowledge of our intereſt in the judge, 
and to be aſſured by faith of his being our Savi- 
our, that we may love his appearings- and pray 
for it, as the faithful did in the text. They 
12 their. — * cloſed the book With 


intreating 
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” ntteating him to come ſpeedily, and to give 
them more experience of his love; theg deſired 
to hive daily more proofs of his being their com- 
pleat Saviour, by his acting in each of his anoint- 

ed offices for them and for their ſalvation, 6 

their prophet, their prieſt and their king. 
is I think the meaning of the laſt words Kere ; 
« the mountains of ſpices.” In our language 
we apply the word mountain to the higheſt hills, 
and we generally fix the idea of barrenneſs to it. 
But the ſcripture applies it to hills; of no great 

height, and to the moſt fruitfal hills, ſuch as 
Carmel, and Sharon, and Gilead, upon which 
grew the ſpices here mentioned. In the goth of 

Exodus we have a particular defcription of theſe 
aromatic ſpices. Moſes was commanded to take 
myrrh, cinnamon, ſweet calamus, and caſſia, and 

to mix them up with oil olive, to make a com- 

poſition that would diffuſe: its fragrant odours 
without the help of fire. The uſe. of this holy 
ointment was to anoint the tabernacle itſelf, and 
all its veſſels, that they might be holy unto the 

Lord=And it was able to conſecrate the high 
prieſt; that he might miniſter in holy things. And 

it was ſtrictly forbidden in the law to ufe it to 

any other purpoſe, upon the penalty of death. 

This holy anointing was to repreſent what was 
to be in Chriſt, and what was to flow to us 
from him. It was the type and figure of the 

ain of u the Holy Spirit, which was poured 

| Wa” . 


A 


upon him without meaſure, to conſecrate him to 
the high offices of prophet, prieſt, and king, over 
the people of God. He is their prophet to en- 
lighten the blindneſs of their underſtanding, and 
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to lead them into all ſaying truth, their prieſt to 
take away the pollution and guilt of fin, and 


their king to deſtroy in them the dominion of ſin, 
and to carry on the divine life in their ſouls here in 


grace, and hereafter in glory. The faithful in the 
Old Teſtament expected him in theſe gracious of. 
 fices, for which he was to be qualified by the 
_ union from the holy one, and therefore they 


made it a matter of their prayers that he would 
haſten his coming in his three office characters, 


which they expreſs by that holy anointing, where- 
by he was conſtituted and rant to | theſe of- 


fices. e 
Ther meaning of the words lies wins ka wen 


7 dad appears to be this. The faithful finiſh this 


ſweet portion of ſeripture with a prayer. They 
had experienced ſo much of Chriſt's love, that 
their hearts were entirely ſet upon further 
communion, and therefore they beg of him to 
haſten his coming; in the Old Teſtament they 
mean his coming in the fleſh, in the New we 
mean his coming to judgment; but both to them 
and us there is another coming. Cbriſt muſt 
come and dwell in our hearts by faith, that 
we may receive the benefits of his firſt coming 
in thefleſh; and be prepared for his ſecond com- 
204 DR | d 0 | ing 
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ing in Minh * until we have by faith a clear 
view of our intereſt in him, how can we take up 
the words of the text and ſay Make haſte, O 
thou beloved Jeſus, and for the elects ſake 
ſhorten theſe days of ſin and blaſphemy. Why 
is thy chariot ſo long in coming? Why tarry 
the wheels of thy chariot? Oh come with all 
the ſwiftneſs of the fleeteſt roe, or wild deer; to 
fulfil- whatever remains of ſcripture not com- 
pleated, eſpecially come to fulfil what is written 
of the ſacred offices, to which thou waſt anointed, 
and by which thou art to make us an odour of a 
ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable, well- pleaſing 
unto God. Thus come, Lord Jeſus, as our pro- 
phet and prieſt, and ſet up thy kingdom of grace 
in every one of our hearts, that we may love thy 
appearing, and pray thee to haſten thy W 
of glory. 

Upon this ſtate of the Joftrine haves are two 
practical truths offered to our ſerious conlider- 
ation. | | 
Firſt, The prayed for Chriſt's coming. And 
Secondly, The reaſon upon which the e 
Was grounded. | 
And Firſt, As to his coming at the laſt FR 

it is as certain, as that he came in the fleſh in 
the fulneſs of time. From the certainty of the 
fact the faithful were led to pray for it. And 

can you, my brethren, join in their prayer? 
Do you deſire from POE hearts that Chriſt ſhould 

2 ſoon 
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ſoon come in all his glory to . Are 


you preparing and looking out for it as an event 
that may not be far off? If you are, then you 
are ſafe. But if you are nat, examine carefully 
what is the reaſon. Why cannot you pray along 
With the faithful for Chriſt's ſpeedy coming to 
judgment ? Surely you don't doubt of the fact? 
That he will come to judge the world is as cer- 
tain as that he did come at the fixt time to 
judge the Jewiſh nation: “ For we muſt all ap- 
c pear before the judgment: ſeat of Chriſt.” The 
matter of fact upon ſcripture principles is unde: 
niably clear and certain. Why then are you 
not ſo prepared for it as to make it the ſubject of 
your: prayers? Is it becauſe you put it at a 
great diſtance, and therefore think yourſelves 
ſafe? Conſider attentively what the ſeripture 
ſays upon this point. Our Lord has given us 
ſeveral marks and fi igns of his coming, by which 
N might know as certainly, when it was at 
hand, as we could know, when the fig-tree. puts 
forth her green figs, that ſummer is nigh, There 
were to be wars and rumours of wars, peſti- 
lences, earthquakes in divers places, very little 
true faith left upon the carth, and yet as great 
ſecurity among careleſs ſinners as there was in 
the days of Noah; when the flood came and 
ſwept them all away. Do you think theſe can- 
not be the forerunners of our Lord's ſpeedy 


Leoming, becauſe there . have been ſuch. 
4 things 
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things in Ache world! ? But when all theſe figns 
are at once upon the earth, and in a manner 
they never were before, then they become loud 
calls to an immediate preparation. Were there 

ever greater wars, or more rumours of war? 
Has not an uncommon peſtilence raged among 
the cattle for ſeveral years, in this and in other 
countries? Were there ever ſuch earthquakes, 
ſo univerſal, and of ſo long continuance, as have 
been for ſome years paſt? And does not the 
_ preſent ſtate of the world as to religion greatly 
reſemble our Lord's deſcription of the men, up- 
on whom that day ſhall come unawares as a 
thief in the night? And when could the ac- 
count which St. Paul gives us in ſeveral of his 
epiſtles, of the men of the latter times be more 
true, than it is at preſent? Have they not the 
name and form of chriſtianity without the power 
of it? Are they not worldly-minded, ſunk in- 
to carnal ſecurity, and ſo entirely influenced by 
the love of pleaſure, that the love of God, and 
of the things of God, is not only waxed cold, but 
quite frozen up ? Was there everany age, where- 
in our Lord's words could be more ſtrictly fulfill- 
ed, „ When the Son of Man cometh: ſhall he 
« find faith upon the earth?” By theſe ſigns our 
Lord is alarming a ſinful world with notices of 
| his ſpeedy. coming, and if ſinners are not at all 
alarmed, but continue ſtil] ſecure in their ſins, this 
is a ſeripture proof that he will ſoon come as a 
thick 


| . 
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thief in the night and ſurprize them: for 1 
they ſhall ſay, Peace and ſafety,” then ſudden 
deſtruction ſhall come —_— them, and Re" a 
me eſcape. dur 
But ſtill you do not foe the e of his noting 
1 5 clearly, as to be convinced of the neceſſity of 
being immediately prepared. If it be at all ne- 
ceſſary to be prepared, it is certainly neceſſary to 
be prepared immediately: for you cannot be ſure 
at any time, that he will not come, and there- 
fore you ſhould be at all times ready for his 
coming. Suppoſe he ſhould come in a day that 
ye look not for him, what would your eternal 
condition be ? What, if he ſhould ſurprize you 
in y your. ſins, have you no apprehenſion. about 
your danger? - Who amongſt you could. dwell 
with the devouring fire? Who amongſt you 
could dwell with the everlaſting burnings? And 
ſuppoſe he ſhould not come, yet if he ſend death 
to ſurprize you, it is the ſame thing. If you die 
unpardoned you are loſt for ever: for it is writ- 
ten. the wicked ſhall be turned into hell, 
<, and all the people that forget God.“ So that 
Put our Lord's coming as far off as you pleaſe, 
yet you cannot put death off: and there is the 
ſame preparation neceſſary for the one as for the 
other. Vou muſt be turned from darkneſs to 
Jight, and from the power of ſatan unto God, 
you muſt be juſtified and ſanQtified, before you 


are ſit either to meet death or Judgment. 14nd 
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if you have no knowledge of Chriſt's being your 
Saviour, it is the ſame thing to you as if there 
was no Saviour: for if you are not united by 
faith to Chriſt, he is no Chriſt to you, according 
to the ſaying of the firſt reformers. That an 
« unapplied Chriſt is no Chriſt ;” therefore, my 
beloved brethren, if you have any real love for 
your own ſouls, if you indeed prefer everlaſting 
joys to endleſs torments, ſeek: for pardon and 
peace from the hands of Jeſus Chriſt, who has 
them to give, that having receiyed them from 
him, you may be able with true faith to uſe 
the prayer in the text, and for the ſame rea- 
ſon the faithful here uſed it, namely, from your 
experience of your intereſt in Chriſt, which is the 
ſecond practical point in the text * was to 
en, eoforc ty | 
. _ They pray to Chriſt to is. bis coming 
which they earneſtly requeſted, becauſe they 
had clear evidence of his being their loving Savi- 
our. He firſt loved them, and made them ſen- | 
ſible of his love, therefore they loved him. And 
having a ſure intereſt in the preſent graces of 
bis ſalvation (for they were in poſſeſſion, and had 
actual enjoyment of them) they knew that they 
ſhould at his ſecond coming ſhare in the bleſſings 
ol his eternal kingdom; for which reaſon they 
offered up to him the prayer of faith, requeſting 
him to come quickly Make haſte, my beloved, 


and may we ſoon en thee manifeſt in the fleſh, 
meg : 
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maliggi-ah atonement for ſin und bringing. in 
everlaſting 'righteouſneſs, and when thou haſt 
by obeying, ſuffering, dying, and riſing again, 
fulfilled the law and the prophets, Oh haſten 
thy ſecond coming. Let all things be forward- 
ed that are to go before it. [Finiſh the number 
of thine elect, Jews and Gentiles, and then come 
in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. Now, my brethren, do you pray thus 
for Chriſt's ſecond coming? Can you make it, 
do you make it, the daily ſubject of your pray- 
ers? Being aſſured that Jeſus is your Saviour, 
have you no fear of him as your judge: 
Are you ſo entirely delivered from fear that 
vou love his appearing, as the day of the 
Lord's great glory, when he will be glorified 
in the deſtruction of all his enemies, and glorified 
| elf more in the eternal ſalvation of all his ſaints? 
Perhaps ſome of you may think, that it 'ſa- 
vours of enthuſiaſm, for a man to pretend to be 
fo certain of Chriſt's love, as to pray for his 
coming to judgment. Let us hear then What 
the ſeripture ſays. The faithful in the text de- 
ſire Chriſt to make haſte, and upon this motive 
they ground their prayer, that he was their be- 
loved; but they could not have urged him to 
make haſte for this reafon, unleſs they had been 
certain of their intereſt in him. If he had not 
been their beloved, they could not have made 
their _— of n. him {on the ſubject of 
their 
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their prayers; but every one could ſay for him- 
ſelf, „ My beloved is mine and I am his,” and 
knowing that they were his, and belonged to 
him, knowing this from the work of grace 
which was in them, from the abiding. witneſs 
of the Spirit, and from the long and ſweet com- 
munion which they had enjoyed with their be- 
loved Jeſus, they therefore -prayed him to make 
haſte, to haſten his firſt and ſecond coming. And 
if this be enthuſiaſm, it is not peculiar to this 
portion of ſcripture. It runs through the whole 
volume as well as through the ſong. All the 
patriarchs, as well as Abraham, deſired to ſee 
Chriſt's day. Moſes prayed earneſtly for it, and 
was honoured with the fight of it, as Abraham 
was; God ſhewed it to them in a viſion, but he 
did not vouchſafe the ſame to many prophets, and 
kings, and righteous men, although they ear- | 
neſtly deſired to ſee it. The Pſalms and the pro- 
phetical writings are full of petitions to Chriſt, 
praying him to come to the ſalvation of his peo- 
ple. And the New Teſtament abounds with the 
like petitions. It is ſaid of believers that they 
love their Lord's appearing—they love it and 
make it the ſubje& of their prayers, becauſe 
they know it will be an happy event for them. 
Daily are they looking up to him, and praying 
* thy kingdom come,” and beſeeching him in 
the words of our church, © ſhortly to accom- 
„ plith 
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E pli hs number ol his ele, and to haften 


5 1 his kingdom.“ 


Thus it is ſo fur m s enthuſ alm to bows 
Chriſt's appearing, that it is one of the plain 
truths of ſcripture, clearly taught and ſtrongly 
_ enforced in numerous paſſages both of the Old 

Teſtament and of the New; and it is a doctrine 
received by our church, and made uſe of in her 
liturgy. And certainly, my brethren, you will 


not oppoſe a truth confirmed by ſo many proofs? 


This would be acting a very irrational part, and 
would be a clear ſign of your being under great 
guilt: for it would prove you to be without the 
leaſt ſenſe of that love which you oppoſe. If you 
had ever ſeen your want of that love, had ever 
been ſeeking it, or had ever taſted of it, you 
could not deny there is ſuch a thing as loving 
Chriſt, becauſe he firſt loved you. This is a re- 
ceived truth in ſcripture. In the Song it is taken 
for granted throughout, 'and in the New Teſta- 
ment it is expreſsly aſſerted. © We have known, 
* ſays ſome, the love that God hath to us. 4 
And another declares, * Chriſt loved me, 
< and gave himſelf for me.” And we may till 
know this by the very ſame means, by which 

they knew it, viz. by the Holy Ghoſt's ſhedding 

abroad the love of God in our hearts. Until he 
- ſhed it abroad in your hearts you cannot join the 
faithful in the text, and pray with them for 

Chriſt's coming, becauſe if you love him not, 
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how can you love his appearing? You cannot 
call him your beloved, and therefore you have 
no intereſt in him. Conſider and examine whe- 
ther this be a deſirable ſtate to live in, and to 
die in. What is it to be without Chriſt? Is it 
not to be aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrae], 
and ſtrangers from the covenants of promiſe, to 
have no hope, and to be without God in the 
world? This is the ſcripture account of your 
dangerous condition. And does not it alarm 
you? If it does, fly to Chriſt, and he will give 
you to taſte of his pardoning love. If it does 
not, may he ſend his good Spirit to convince you 
what it is to be without Chriſt, that you may 
feel the miſery of it in time, and therefore may 
ſcek to be happy with him in eternity. | 

If then the fame ſpirit be in you, which was 
in the faithful in the text, you will be able to 
take up their words, and to ſpeak them with 


their faith. You will have ſach a clear view of ' 


your intereſt in the beloved Jeſus, that the 
thoughts of his coming ſoon to judgment will be 
matter of joy and delight, and this will furniſh | 
you with the beſt comment upon the Song. The 
experience of Chriſt's love makes it plain an 
eaſy. For he that has this love in his heart will 
not be much at a loſs to underſtand what is here 
written of it. He is not like a novice, who be- 
gins to learn the firſt principles of ſome art or 
ſcience, but he is a great proficient. He has 
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been taught of God, and has teceties a practical 
and experimental knowledge of the ſubſect of 
this book, It treats of the believer's happineſs 
min being united to Chriſt, and he is united to 
Chriſt, and finds himſelf happy in that union : 
for he knows the love which Chriſt has to his 
_ foul, and he has received many clear ſcripture 
marks and evidences of it. The Holy Spirit has 
ſhed abroad the love of Chriſt in his heart, and 
he loves Chriſt, becauſe he knows Chriſt firſt 
loved him. He loves God the Father, who is 
now his reconciled Father, and he loves and de- 
 hghts to do his will. He loves the Lord's day, 
his ordinances, his people and in ſhort he loves 
every thing that God loves. He has indeed in 
his heart that love of which this book treats, and 
his on experience daily opens and explains it 
ſo clearly, as if it had been written for his parti: 
cular uſe, and was a copy of God's dealings 
with his ſoul. He finds that nearneſs to God, 
which is here deſcribed. He has much ſweet 
communion with him 'in prayer. In time of 
- temptation, or affliction, he can go boldly to the 
throne of grace; faith gives him boldneſs and 
' acceſs with confidence: for he is aſſured that 
Whatever he aſks in his Saviour's name he ſhall 
receive. When he hears or reads the word he 
can mix faith with it, and he is enabled to grow 
thereby. And when he. goes to the Lord's ſup- 
ons he finds that Chriſt is ſtill preſent at his own 
| table, 
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: 8 and makes himſelf known i in break ing of 
bread. Ile finds a nearneſs, to Chriſt, | and en- 
joys ſweet. fellowſhip with him in all the ordi- 
nances. He lives in his preſence, is led by his 
Spirit, and partakes of his comforts. In. ;hort, he 
is united to Chriſt intimately and vitally, as A 
member. of the body 4 is to the head, or as the 
branches are to the vine, or as the bread is to the 


eater, or as the building is to the foundation; 


for under theſe, and ſeveral ſuch- like 1 IMAges the 


ſcripture deſcribes. the union there is gw e 


Chriſt, and the believer. Our church ſpeaking 
of it ſays, That believers are one with Chriſt, 
and he with them, that they dwell in Chriſt, 
and Chriſt in them. Surely then, they that are 
thus cloſely united to Chriſt will know the moſt 


of this book, and will be the beſt commentators 


upon it: for it is not a ſealed book to them. 
The ſubje&-matter is to them plain and open. 
Daily experience gives them clearer views of its 
ſweetneſs and fulneſs, and every ſtep they ad- 
vance in the divine life affords them freſh occa- 
ſion to bleſs and praiſe God for this comforta- 
ble portion of his holy word. 


My brethren, if you are united to Chriſt in the 


bonds of love, you, know that theſe things are 
true; but if you have not his love 1 in your heart, 
nor deſire it, you, are not fit to read the Song : 

for you cannot underſtand it. A deaf man is as 
good a Judge. of a fine Piece of mulic, as you are 
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to him for a bleſſing on theſe diſcourſes.” And 
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| of a treatiſe upon'that love, of which you never 


had a taſte. The Song is a bock of experience, 
_ deſcribing Chriſt's love to his people, and the 


3 they have in the ſenſe of his love; but 


if you have no ſenſe of 1 it, how can * under: 
ſtand what is here written concerning it? If 


you ſhould take it up and read it, having never 


had any fellowſhip with the Father nor the Son 
by the bond of the Spirit, it will appear to you 
an unintelligible piece of jargon. The Engliſh 
| tranſlation would be as dark and myſterious as 
the original Hebrew, which you do not under- 
ſtand: for it is a ſealed book, until the Holy 


Spirit open its meaning; but all becomes plain 


and clear, when he ſheds abroad in the heart 


that love of which it treats, and the more he 
gives you to taſte of the love of a Chriſt, the 
plainer and ſweeter will the book grow in your 
eſteem. | a 
My chriſtian friends and brethren, you know 


theſe things to be true from your own experi- 
' ence. You ſet a great value upon this ſweet 


portion of ſcripture, and defire to ſee the depths 


and heights of it : they will open more fully to 


our view, if you pray for more love and nearer 
communion with Chriſt. And if any of you my 
brethren, have been prevailed upon to ſeek for 
the happy e experience of Chriff's love, you are 
ready to join your hearts with mine to pray 
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as to you who have not been ſtirred up to ſeek, 
you ſtand in great need of our prayers, and we 
will offer them up for you. Es he that heareth 
prayer, hear and anſwer. 

We humbly beſeech thee, O thou God of 
love, to bring into the way of truth all thoſe 
who have erred and are deceived, concerning 
this portion of thy divine word. Remove all 


Jeſus, - that thy love can make them happy, and 
_ nothing elſe can. Let them feel their guilt, and 
their danger, while the love of earthly and ſen- 
ſual hinders their ſeeking for thy ſpiritual and 
heavenly joys. And may thy good Spirit ſhed 
abroad the love of God in the hearts of all thoſe 
who are ſeeking it, that they may find this por- 
tion of ſcripture verified in their own ſouls, and 
daily fulfilled in their own experience. Oh that 
we may all know more of the love of God, and 
taſte and ſee how gracious the Lord is. May we 
enjoy that fellowſhip and communion with the 

Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, which will ex- 

plain to our underſtandings and apply to our 

hearts all the comforts of this divine treatiſe. So 

be it, Lord Jeſus, to the praiſe of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, three Perſons in one Je- 
hovah, to whom the church militant and trium- 
phant gives equal honoux, and worſhip, and 

glory, now and for ever. Amen and Amen. 
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their prejudices. Shew the natural man, the 
ridiculer, and the unbeliever, that they want the 
love of which it treats. Convince them, bleſſed 
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AN ALARM 


A CARELESS WORLD. 


A DISCOURSE. 


| ©CCASIONED BY i 
THE LATE EARTHQUAKES, 


PREACHED 


NOVEMBER go, 1735. 


BEING THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT, 


AT 


- ST. DUNSTAN'S IN THE WEST. -. 


Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the 
: Son of Man cometh, Marr. xxv. 13. 
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PREFACE. 
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Ds. Sherlock, biſhop of London, in 


his letter concerning the late earth- 


quakes has theſe words, © As to you 
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my brethren of the clergy, who ſhare. 
with me the care of the ſouls in 


_ theſe populous cities, let me exhort 


you (though I truſt you want not 
to be exhorted) to awaken the peo- 
ple, to call them from the lethargy in 
which they have too long lived, and 
make them fee their own danger, 
Speak to them, perſuade them, as 
knowing the terrors of the .Lord. 


e Speak to their hearts and conſciences 


with ſuch plainneſs as becomes the 
miniſters of the goſpel; tell them in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeafon, that unleſs 


* they repent, they muſt periſh. If the 


warnings we have had are a call to 
the 1 8585 to . remember 
= : Oy 
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they are ſtill ſtronger calls on us to 


« preach repentance, and to diſcharge 
& the duty we _ owe. to. God and his 
„ church, and to the flock of Chriſt 


“ this work of God 'profper in our 


„ hands!” Amen, ſay I. This advice 


is worthy of a chriſtian 'biſhop, and I 
with all the clergy in England would 


follow it. I have endeavoured to fol- 
low it in this plain diſcourſe, and al- 


though it was drawn up and printed 


in an hurry, yet it is ſeaſonable and 


rouſe carelefs ſinners out of their lether- 


gy, and the neceſlity of calling upon 
them is now evident. I waited, while 


the former editions were ſelling, to ſee 
how they would be affected with the 
deſolation, which God hath wrought in 
the earth. But they are, not alarmed. 
They lay it not to heart, but go on ſe- 
cure in the ways of fin, as if no ſuch 
_ dreadful providence could befal them. 
They fortify themſelves in their ſecurity 
by ſeveral very abſurd opinions, which 


2 


only to mention is to confute. 
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It is one very prevailing opinion, that 
earthquakes are not common in this 
country. They are not. But the leſs 
common they are, the more ſhould they 
alarm us when they come; for there is 
a providence over this country, and when 
He orders, our land ſhall ſhake and reel 
like a drunkard, He ſent two earth- 
quakes lately, to ſtir us up to repent- 
ance, and he who ſent theſe can ſend © MY 
a third, and London _ ſhare the fate 
5 Liſbon. | 
It is another opinion, that earth- 
quakes are the effects of ſecond cauſes. 
Be it ſo; Then there is a firſt cauſe on 
whom they depend. 
But the learned can give a philoſg- 
ohical account of them. What! ſuch 
an account, I ſuppoſe, as they did of 
the earthquakes in the year 1750, by 
changing their names into airquakes, and 
then they were. explained philoſophi- 
cally: It will not be ſo eaſy to account 
for the ſhaking of the land for ſeveral - - 
hundred miles, and of the ſea for ſeveral 
thouſands at once, which was the caſe in 
- theſe laſt earthquakes. What natural 
| | cauſe 
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cauſe will they. . equal to this 


effect? AT 
There is PAL opinion; 850 which 


3 promiſe themſelves ſecurity, and that 


is the great wickedneſs of the Portugueſe. 
Doubtleſs they were ſinners, but not 


above all the inhabitants of the earth. 
We rival them in immorality, and we 


exceed them in infidelity. - They were 


.cut off. in Judgment. We are ſpared 


in mercy. From their puniſhment if we 
take no warning, we ſhall be. greater 


| ſinners than they could be: for if nei- 


ther the goodneſs of God can ſoften our 


: may find the er of being at peace 


hardened hearts, nor his judgments ter- 
rify us, when we may fear, that when 


he draws the ſword. of juſtice, we who 
would not cry for mercy at ſuch a time 


5 this, ſhall receive nen without 
mercy. 


- 


' Careleſs ſinners may Aatter thanaſalves 


with notions of ſafety, but unleſs they 


leave their ſins they cannot be ſafe. While 


the almighty is their enemy they can 


have no peace. May he open their eyes 
to ſee this truth practically, that they 


with 
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with God. The way and means thereto 
is to ſue for mercy through Jeſus Chriſt 
by faith and repentance: but there is 
ſuch a general and violent oppoſition to 
this method of reformation, that we have 
more to fear from the anger of God 
- againſt this dreadful lin, than even from 
the trembling of the earth under us. 
May the prayers and humiliation of the 
righteous avert the judgments of God due 
to this and all the other crying ſins of 
this GR. 
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Atos iv. 12. 
Prepare to meet 7 G OD. 


Tur church calls upon s, by the — fo. 
lemnity, to bring into our moſt ſerious thoughts; 


the advent of our bleſſed Lord in the fleſh, when 
he came to viſit us in great humility. He ap- 


peared upon earth in the character of a meek, 
ſuffering, dying Saviour. But there is another 
advent not far off, when all fleſh ſhall ſee him in 


the majeſty of the Godhead. His firſt advent 
was in the loweſt humiliation, his ſecond advent 
will be in the higheſt exaltation. And we wait 
for that great day, when he will come again in 


bis glorious majeſty to judge both the quick and 
the dead, hoping to be found, when he comes, 


watching and praying, that we e riſe with 


him to the life immortal. 4 


— — 
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Me do not pretend to know the pr eciſe time 
of his coming: for of that day, and that hour, 
knoweth no man, but the judge himſelf has 
given us ſome ſigns and marks, by which we 
might be as certain, that he is nigh and ſtandeth 
before the door, as that ſummer is nigh, when 
the fig · tree putteth forth her green ſigs. And 
whenever we ſee theſe ſcripture. ſigns and 
marks, it is our office and duty, as faithful 
watchmen, to give you notice, that you may 
be ready, leſt your Lord ſhould come in a 
day, when ye look not for bim, and in an 
hour that ye are not aware of, and ſhould cut 
you aſunder, and appoint you your portion with 
the hypocrites, there ſhall be weeping and 
-gnaſhing of teeth. On this account, the ſubject 
appointed by the church for this day, falls in 
ſeaſonably with theſe remarkable providences, 
which have been lately manifeſted in this, and 
other countries. And I have therefore choſen a 
{cripture proper to awaken your attention to the 
ſecond advent of Chriſt. It is exceedingly aw- 
ful and ſolemn. The very reading of it muſt 


make a deep impreſſion upon every ſerious mind. 


Prepare to meet thy God,” the eternal and al- 
mighty God, who is coming in all his glory to 
judgment, and if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved 
in that great day, where ſhall the wicked and 
the infidel appear? They will then have no ex- 
cuſe for their ſins— ſelf condemned they will 
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tand with guilt and horror before his tribunal, to 
hear their ſentence of condemnation paſt, which 
is never, never to be reverſed. So that unleſs an 
eternity of pain and miſery be the beſt thing we 
can work out in our ſhort life, we ſhould now 


think of making ſome proviſion for an eternity 


of happineſs. We ſhould now be preparing 
to meet our God. As we muſt meet him 
ſoon, it ſhould be our whole buſineſs to get ready 
and to be prepared, that whenever he comes, we 


may enter in with him into the joy of our Lord. 


This is the inſtruction which J ſhall draw from 
the text, © Prepare to meet thy God.” 
Firſt, We here learn that God our Saviour, who 


once came in great humility to viſit us, is now 


preparing to meet us in judgment. And 


Secondly, We ſhould therefore be prepared to 


meet him. And, 
Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to ſtir you up to the 
true goſpel preparation, that whenever our Sa- 


viour comes, you may lift up your heads with 


joy, e that ds redemption n nigh. 


And 8 


Mlay the ever bleſſed Spirit, from whom the 

preparation muſt come, aſſiſt us with his grace, 
that our meditation firſt upon our Saviour's pre- 
paring to meet us in judgment, may be the means 
of preparing us to meet him.” © Prepare to meet 


* thy God.“ The ſuffering Jeſus was united 15 
to the eternal * and ſo united, that as the 
e reaſonable | 
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. reaſonable fo and fleſh are one man, ſo God 
Abd man are one Chriſt. At his firſt coming 
he viſited us in great humility, and the Godhead 
Was veiled under a covering of fleſh, but at his 
fecond coming, all fleſn ſhall ſee that Jeſus is 
God indeed. Every eye ſhall then behold the 
divine glory of the ſuffering Saviour, and they 
who once pierced him at his bitter paſſion, or 
fince with their horrid blaſphemies, ſhall then 
eonfeſs to their. everlaſting ſhame, that he is the 
* almighty God of heaven and earth. On this ac- 
count, we ſhould be prepared to meet him. At 
the time appointed he came to ſuffer for the ſins 
of the world, and at the time appointed he will 
eome to judgment. His ſecond advent is as 
certain as his firſt. It was foretold in the Old 
Teſtament, and promiſed. in the New, and the 
ſcriptures cannot be broken. God had revealed 
it in the cleareſt manner to the patriarchs, ſo 
that Enoch, the 7th from Adam, prophecied of 
it, ſaying “ Behold the Lord cometh with ten 
"thouſand of his ſaints to execute judgment 
« upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly 
« among them, of all their ungodly deeds, which 
“ they have ungodly committed, and of all their 
% hard ſpeeches, which ungodly ſinners have 
« ſpoken againſt him.” The Father of the 
faithful knew that he was to come to execute 
judgment upon all, and ſpeaks with confidence, 
«ſhall not the judge of all the earth do right ?” 
err groin N And 
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And Job had the ſame holy confidence, when he 
made his ſupplication to his judge, and the ſo- 
lemnity of his coming to judgment, Solomon 
being a prophet, foreſaw and has plainly de- 
ſcribed it in theſe words“ God ſhall bring 
| « every work into judgment with every ſecret 
« thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 
« evil.” And the judge himſelf has given us a 
very circumſtantial deſcription in three of the 
eyangeliſts, of the proceſs of the great day, and 
has called upon us again and again, to be always 
ready and prepared for it. His apoſtles argue 
from the. certainty of our appearing before the 


judgment ſeat of Chriſt; and frequently make uſe + - 


of theſe terrors of the Lord to perſuade men to 
faith and repentance. And there is a very re- 
markable circumſtance, which gives great weight 
to theſe authorities ; when our Lord is deſcribing 
the general judgment, he confirms his account 
with a promiſe, that he would come to judge 
the jewiſh nation, before that generation ſhould 
paſs away. Accordingly he came; and there has 
not a tittle failed of what he foretold conoerning 
the deſtruẽtion of Jeruſalem, or concerning the 
| diſperſion of the Jews over the face of the earth. 
It is then a matter of fact, that he has already 
acted as judge, and he will come to complete his 
. office. It is not more certain that the ſun Will 
riſe to-morrow, than that he who judged the 
Jewiſh nation, will ſoon come to judge the whole 
earth. 


| 
| 
1 
| 
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earth. His ſecond et is fixed and deter- 


mined to the fulneſs of time, as well as the firſt 
was. He will come in his glorious majeſty at 


the laſt day. And in the mean time, he comes 


with many ſignal ſtrokes of vengeance to awaken 


aà careleſs ſleepy world. He viſits the inhabitants 


of the earth with his judgments, that they may 
learn righteouſneſs, and he has lately viſited us 


"with ſome of his heavieſt judgments; and I hope 
many of you have been ſtirred up by them to 


prepare to meet your God. And it is high time 
we ſhould be all prepared: for the marks and 


ſigns of his ſecond advent are fulfilling daily. 
His coming cannot be far off. The day, indeed, 
and the hour, are not known, but if you will 
compare the uncommon events, which our Lord 


ſays were to be the fore-runners of his coming 
to judgment, with what has lately happened in 
the world, you muſt conclude, that the time is 
at hand. He foretells us, that there ſhould then 
be wars, and rumours of wars: and are there 
not wars, and rumours of more wars? There 


were to be peſtilences, and we have had the 


peſtilence for more than ten years in this king- 
dom. There were to be great earthquakes in 
diverſe places, and there have been earthquakes 


lately in fnany parts of the world, and in a far 
greater number than they ever were in any 


other age. And theſe earthquakes were to 


be e with fearful lights; ; and did not 


many 


many fearful ſights in the element attend 
the two laſt earthquakes we had in this city? 
But the worſt ſign of all is the preſent decay 
of religion among us; this renders the reſt 
more terrible, and makes it to be feared, that as 
we are ripe for deſtruction, ſo we may ſoon ex- 
pect to have our candleſtick removed: 2 
« when the Son of Man cometh, ſhall he find 
« faith upon the earth? ?” ſays Chriſt. There 
will be ſo little, that he ſhall ſcarce find any. 
The true ſaving faith will be diminiſhed from 
among the children of men ! and it has for ſome 
time been baniſhed out of the popiſh, countries, 
and the reformed churches have lately fallen 
ſadly from the faith, and have preſerved very 


and in our own church we have kept up the 
form of godlineſs, but we are ſo far from having 
the power, that we deny any perſon can have 


as madmen and enthuſiaſts. Theſe are ſome of 
the infallible ſigns « of our Lord's ſecond advent. 


great diſtance. When we behold the fig-tree, 


long before the Son of man will come in the 
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little more of chriſtianity. than the mere name: 


it, and the few, who ſay they have it, are treated 


From them we are aſſured that it is not at a 


and all the trees ſhooting forth, then we know 

that ſummer i is near; and ſo likewiſe, when. we 
ſee theſe things come to paſs, we know that the 
kingdom of God is nigh at hand. It will not be | 


clouds of heaven, with power and great glory, 
n D T and 


* 
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and deciule we are aſſured that he will come 
Toon, and yet know not. the day nor the hour, 
we ſhould therefore be always waiting with 
watchfulneſs and prayer. Our Lord required us 


to be always in this devout frame of mind, when 


he cloſed the volume of revelation with theſe 


Words, = ſurely 1 come quickly” —furely, ſays 


the almighty Judge, I come quickly to judg- 


ment to which the faithful reply, Amen, even 


ſo, come Lord Jeſus.“ Happy would it be for 
us all, if we were ſo well prepared to meet our 
God, that when we ſee the ſigns of his coming 


ſpeedily, and hear him promiſe, ſurely I come 
quickly, then we mn giye our Amen, even ſo 


come Lord Jeſus.” And are you then, my. bre- 
thren, not only ready, but alſo praying for his 
coming? Do you wait for it with faith, and 
are you looking for that bleſſed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Sa- 


viour Jeſus Chriſt? If you are in this happy ſtate, 
then you can cry out with joy, Lord we believe 


. WG promiſes, and we ſee the fi igns of thy ſpeedy 
| coming, even ſo, come Lord Jeſus. But if _ 


are not in this happy ftate, then I proceed 
Secondly, To ſhew, that fince Chriſt will foon 


eome to judgment, you ought therefore to be 
prepared to meet your God. He will come in 


all the glory of the Godhead, attended with the 


ö multitude of the heavenly hoſt, and before him 
_ ſhall be gathered all nations. Every one of us 
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muſt appear before his tribunal. We muſt meet 
the almighty God in judgment, when he cometh 
to take vengeance of his adverſaries : and ought 
we not to be prepared for this awful meeting? 
We cannot reſiſt the Almighty—we cannot fly 
from his preſence—we cannot conceal one ſe- 
cret thought from him, and is it not then our 
intereſt to make the almighty Judge our friend ? 
For what king going to make war againſt ano- 
| ther king, ſitteth not down firſt, and conſulteth 
whether he be able with ten thouſand to meet 
him that cometh againſt him with twenty thou- 
fand; or elſe while the other is yet a great way 
off, he ſendeth an embaſſage, and defireth con- 
ditions of peace. When the king of kings 
cometh againſt you, armed with his omnipo- 
tence, you can have no hopes of ſafety, but in 
deſiring conditions of peace. Your only way is 
to ſubmit, and to try to make him your friend. 
Then you will be ſafe. So ſoon as you have 
ſecured the friendſhip of the ſovereign J udge, / 
and are under the protection of his almighty 
power, then you are prepared to meet him in 
Judgment ; and therefore fince this preparation 
is the principal buſineſs of life, we ought to la- 
bour to ſecure his friendſhip, as the means to it, 
And how then ſhall we make him our friend! ? 
Sin made him our enemy, and it is the guilt of 
fin in the conſcience, which makes his coming 
tor Judgment terrible, and will make the eternal 
. PE . 
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. puniſhment of fin terrible indeed. Take away 
ſin, and God is reconciled. Let the ſoul be 
cleanſed from the pollution, and the c onſcience 
purged from the guilt of ſin, and there will no 

fear remain of condemnation. The Judge will 
then be the Saviour, and we ſhall have no dread 
of his judgment, having already received the 

bleſſings of his ſalvation. 

Ihe goſpel has propoſed a P ed of 
bringing the mind into this happy ſtate, and it 
is generally effected in the following manner. 
While the ſinner lies ſecure in ſin, he cannot be 
prepared to meet his God. He muſt be awak- 
ened. He muſt be deeply convinced of his guilt 
and danger, and under the ſenſe of them, he 
muſt be humbled to the very duſt. Theſe are 
the firſt ſteps towards his preparation. The 
holy Spirit has now opened his eyes, and he 
ſees his loſt ruined condition. He beholds the 
God of nature at enmity with him, and all the 
powers in nature combined to deſtroy -him, and 
if he be ever ſaved, it muſt be all free mercy : 

for in himſelf he dis miſerable and helpleſs, and 
therefore not daring to look up unto heaven, he 
ſmites upon his breaſt, ſaying, © God be merciful 
to me a inner.” Under theſe convictions he 
labours, which theugh painful for a time, yet 
being the door and entrance into ſalvation, are 
therefore a bleſſing, and the greater bleſſing, as 


they are the _ way, * which God brings 
„„ funers 
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ſinners unto himſelf: for, the deeper and more 
diſtreſſing theſe convictions of fin are, the greater 


neceſſity will the ſinner find of mercy, and the 


more earneſtly will he ſeek, until he obtain it. 


And he has the. infallible promiſe of God to en- 
commas his ſeeking, © bleſſed are they that hun- 
« ger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall 


« be filled.” In God's own good time he be- 


= 


gins to find his intereſt in this promiſe : he has 


faith given him to apply it to himſelf :' he ſees 
his intereſt in the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and has the love of God ſhed abroad in his heart 
by the Holy Ghoſt, giving him all joy and peace 


in believing. And the ſenſe of this pardoning 
love caſteth out fear : for now as his faith grows, 


ſo does he with comfort know that Jeſus Chriſt 


is his Saviour and his God: he finds daily proof 


of it in the change of his life and converſation, not 
walking now by ſight, but by faith. His will is 
now become renewed, and he loves and delights to 
do the will of God in the inward man. He has 
grace and ſtrength given him to run the way of 
his commandments, now his heart is ſet at 1i- 
berty. Thus walking with God, his reconciled 
Father in Jeſus, 5 truſting to his grace and 
ſtrength, he will be found watching and pray- 
ing, whenever his Lord comes, and will there- 


fore be always ready and N 0 forth 


to meet him. 
In 
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In this: method the Holy. Spirit prepares us to 
F meet our God: he firſt convinces. us of our ſinful 
tate, in which we are at enmity with God, and 
are not prepared to meet him; and then he con- 
vinces us of our reconciliation with him, of which 
we have the witneſs of the word, together with 

the witneſs of. the Spirit, bearing his teſtimony 

with our ſpirits, that we are the children of 
| God, and we have the outward witneſs of our 
lives and converſations, which we are enabled 
by faith, to direct according to the rule of God's 
commandments. And then we need not doubt 
of our intereſt in the almighty Judge : for he has 


5 waſhed us from our fins in his blood, and has 


cloathed us with his all- perfect righteouſneſs, 
and having thus ſaved us from our fins, we are 
thereby ſaved from the fear of judgment. And 


what have we then to fear? Our Saviour. 


is the Judge—his oranipotence is our protection 
—he comes in all his glory to take us up with 
bim into his heaven, and to make us Ppartakers 
of his everlaſting joys. Bleſſed, and for ever 
bleſſed are 1 8 who are thus eee to meet 
their God. 

And are you, this; by brethret, 3 in 
this wanner? Have you ſecured the friendſhip 
of the Judge, fo that whenever he comes you are 
ready to meet him? An eternity of happineſs 


or 7 REY een on e nee and 
there- 
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_ tharefore I hope the vaſt importance of the ſub- 
je will command your attention, while 1 am 
endeavouring under the f 

Third and laſt head, to apply what has been 
ſaid as a motive to ſtir you up to be always pre- 
pared to meet your God. You have heard the 
character of the Judge. He is the high and lofty 
one that inhabiteth eternity—the Lord of Hoſts 
is his name. He is the almighty creator of all 
things viſible and inviſible—when he ſpake the 
word they were made—He commanded and they 
ſtood faſtHis providence ruleth over them all, 
and he upholdeth them by the word of his power. 
And this eternal, infinite and almighty God 
hath appointed a day, wherein he will be re- 
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not the goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed with ever- 
laſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power. Such is the 
| glorious majeſty of the Judge! And are you pre- 
pared to meet bim? Have you no fear nor dread 
in your minds, if he ſhould come this night? If 
you ſhould this moment hear the loud trump of 


| los the Lond of Ts and 8 coming with 
thouſands and ten thouſands of angels and ſaints, 


how would it Alec vu Conſider, Whether 
you 
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you could ſtand the ſhock ? {alot into your 
hearts, and ſee if you be this moment in the 
very ſtate, in which you would wiſh to appear 
before Chriſt's tribunal. Put the queſtion to 
yourſelves, ſuppoſe the Judge was to come this - 
hour, am I prepared to meet my God? If you 
are prepared, you are happy. But if not, you 
are and will be miſerable, unleſs you can be per- 
ſuaded to ſeek an intereſt in the Judge. And 
this I will attempt in the help of STOR under two 
or three ſhort remarks. 
* * Firſt, To them who do not believe the doc- 
trine. Theſe are deiſts and profeſt infidels, the 
open enemies of Jehovah and his Chriſt, who 
having denied him to be God, think they. are 


| out of the reach of his judgment. I hope 


there are not many of them here preſent. Some 
perhaps there may be; for I know they are ter- 
ribly affrighted at the late earthquakes, and their 
leaders haye no way to quiet their conſciences, 
but to aſſure them that they are mere natural 
effects, produced by natural cauſes; as if it were 
lefs terrible to be deſtroyed by a natural cauſe, 
than to be deſtroyed by the God of nature. Poor 
little philoſophers ! in what a deſpicable light do 
they appear, who are forced to exclude a provi- 
dence, in order to get rid of their fears? And ſo for 
_ ſafety, they take ſhelter in atheiſm : and let them 
1 8 8 ever ſo much of one ſupreme being, yet 
f they 
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| they are rank atheiſts ; for their one ſupreme be- 
ing is one ſupreme nothing. God has been 
pleaſed to reveal his eſſence and perſonality to us, 
and his revealed account of himſelf they deny, 
and conſequently whatever they ſet up againſt 

him, be it a God in one perſon, or thirty thouſand 
Gods, it is all a mere imagination, a one ſupreme 
being without any exiſtence.” No wonder, they 
ſhould live looſe libertine lives, ſince they are 
without God in the world. And what can we 
do but pity and pray for theſe men, who have 
adopted this ſyſtem of practical atheiſm? Oh 
that the eternal Spirit would open their eyes, 
and if they have but a glimpſe of truth, they will 
ſee that Jeſus is God. And if they will not 
confeſs him here before men, there is a day 
coming, when they ſhall confeſs that he is a 
God indeed. At the glory of his appearance, 
theſe bold blaſphemers, who now ridicule his di- 
vinity, will then be calling to the mountains to 
fall on them, and to the hills to cover them: The 
majeſty of God the almighty Judge will ſtrike them 
with terror, and when they are called before his 
throne, to give an account of the hard ſpeeches, 
which they had ſpoken againſt him, they will 
ſtand guilty, and trembling, waiting for that 
righteous ſentence, which will carry with it in- 


expreſſible miſery, ' © Go ye curſed into ever- | 


2 laſting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
wes 6: | e 
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< angels.” Oh that theſe terrors of the Lord 
may ſink deep into the heart of every unbeliever, 
who is now at open war with his Judge, while I 
Secondly, Addreſſing myſelf to the careleſs 
finners among you, who are, I fear, a great num- 
ber. The generality of them who profeſs chriſ- 
tianity live to this world, and ſeldom think about 
thenext. Their pleaſures and diverſions are the 
chief object of their purſuit, and money and ho- 
nour and power are ſought after, that they may 


enjoy themſelves the better. All worldly men 


gare upon this ſcheme ; and while they purſue it, 
they go on ſecurely in their fins, and are careleſs 


about the concerns of eternity. Their hearts are 


engaged upon other matters, than preparing to 
meet their God. Their attachment to the world 
is the greateſt obſtacle to their preparation, and 


| therefore we are forbidden to © love the world, 


or the things of the world, for if any man love 


* the world, the love of the father is not in 


< him.” And if the love of God be not in us, 
we cannot be ee to . him in judg- 
ment. 


fouls, while you indulge yourſelyes in fin. You 


 ment-ſeat, and that if you live and die in your 
ins, you cannot eſcape the eternal puniſhment 


© Conſider this all ye -who Py peace to your 


believe that God will-call you before his judg- 


of them. You know not but the ] * may call 


you 


3 
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you before him this night, and you are not pre- 
pared, and yet you have no concern about it. 

Jou ſin on with the judgment: ſeat of Chriſt before 
your eyes to which you may be brought before 
the next act of ſin be finiſned. What can we 
think of this unaccountable conduct? Certainly 
men in their ſober ſenſes cannot act ſuch an ab- 
ſurd part. It is againſt reaſon: for if theſe very 

men were ſetting out upon a journey of two or 
three hundred miles, they would make more 

preparation than they do for eternity. It is 
againſt ſelf. intereſt: for who would take ſome 
preſent empty indulgences of ſin, as an equiva- 
lent for eternal happineſs ? It is againſt all prin- 
ciples of good ſenſe to prefer fin to holinefs, and 
to chooſe hell before heaven. And it is deſtroy- 
ing religion, whoſe fole buſineſs it is to prepare 
the ſoul to meet its God. And are any of you, 
my brethren, in this ſtrange careleſs ſtate? Do 

you act thus againſt reaſon and ſelf. intereſt, 
againſt common ſenſe and religion? Vou are 
guilty of all theſe inconſiſtences, if the Judge 
ſhould come in an hour, when ye look not for 
him. And he may come and find you unpre- 
pared as. you are at preſent. You cannot pro- 
_ muſe yourſelves an hour to prepare in. His 
Judgments are now in the earth, and they are 
ſent to rouſe you out of your ſecurity. Oh that 
you would be awakened by them and ſee your 
2 Do you not . that the inhabi- 


tants 
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tants of Litho thought themſelves as fe as you 
may do at preſent? They had no apprehenſions 
of an earthquake. They did not imagine that 
God was going to deſtroy them that morning. 
But you hear how they were ſurprized and over- 


thrown with a great deſtruction. While they 


were ſpeaking, peace, peace, unto themſelves, 
they were called and hurried in a moment to 
judgment. One had ſet his heart upon getting 
an handſome fortune, and was juſt fitting down 
to caſt up his accounts, and he was cut off that 
moment, and called to judgment, with a foul full 
of the love of money. Another, intent upon his 


__ © pleaſures, was feeding his imagination with a 


_ vile ſcene of indulgences, and his filthy ſoul was 
taken in the midſt of this impurity, and brought 
before the all- pure and holy God. One with an 
oath in his mouth was calling for damnation up- 
on his ſoul; and it came, while the words were 
in his mouth, and down he ſunk into the pit of 
hell. Dreadful it is to think of the manner, in 
which they were ſurprized and cut off in their 
ſins. Suppoſe ſuch a judgment ſhould be ſent to 
this city at the ſame time of the day, how would 
it overtake ſinners both high and low? The 
” great, tired with diverſions of the preceding day, 
would be ſurpfized in their ſleep, and would 
awake in the eternal world full of hatred to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his people,” and his holy faith. 
What can they expect from the ] udge? And 
| N . 7 me 


the lower people would be up, but at the a 
work, going on careleſs in their fins, lying, and 
curſing, and ſwearing, and blaſpheming God, 


and ſnatched away with ſome horrid imprecation 


in their mouths. Why may not this happen to 


you, as well as to the inhabitants of Liſbon ? 


Why may you not be thus cut off, and die in 


your ſins, yea in the very act of ſin ? Vou have 
more reaſon to fear it than they had: for your 


ſins are greater than theirs. Think not that they 
were ſinners above all the inhabitants of the earth, 
becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things. I tell you, 
nay; but except you repent, you ſhall all like- 


wiſe periſh. The ſame immoralities which reign- 2 


ed among them, reign alſo in this city; but the 


contempt of Jeſus Chriſt, and his religion, and the 


oppoſition now made to the progreſs of the 
goſpel by every method, but ſhedding of blood, 
from which God with-holds the enemies hands, 
theſe are crimes of a deeper guilt, than the un- 
happy Portugueſe had to anſwer for. The com- 


mon people in thoſe popiſh countries are kept in 


great ignorance, they have not the light of the 
goſpel ſhining clearly among them, as you have, 
and therefore they were not guilty of that one 
damnable ſin, which makes all your other ſins 
ſo exceeding ſinful. You fin againſt the fulleſt 
evidence; you reject the light of the goſpel in 


your underſtandings, and you act againſt it in 
your lives; and you fin on, when you are in- 


vited 
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vited to ferſake your ſins and thee: God ſends 


his miniſters to plead with you, but their counſel 


you reje& with contempt. The means of grace are 


Ts before you, but you refuſe to make uſe of them. 


You have the ſcriptures in your hands, and you 


may there read the danger of your careleſs way 


of life, but the ſcripture has no influence. If 
none of theſe "motives can prevail, be aſſured, 


that your guilt will increaſe in proportion to the 


advantages you enjoy; and the more reafon 
there was for your being prepared to meet your 
God, the heavier will the condemnation be, if 
he ſhould come and find you unprepared. May 


you lay theſe things to heart, and by the grace 


of the Holy Spirit, now reſolve to prepare for 
the coming of our almighty God and Saviour: 
And if you have any deſire to be prepared, 


there is one motive which ought to have great 


weight with you, and it is taken from a matter of 


fact. There are, God be praiſed, many perſons 


in this city, ſeveral T hope in this congregation, 


| who have obtained the love and friendſhip of the 


ſupreme judge. Look into their lives and exa- 


mine them cloſely. See how they are affected 


with the report of theſe judgments, which are 


now in the earth. You will find no dread or 
fear in their minds. They are not afraid of any 
evil tidings. The inward peace and joy, which 


ariſe from the ſenſe . N loving them in 
8 33 Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus, are not leſſened by any outward 
calamity. They know that he, who is the Lord 
of nature, will make all things work together 
for their good, and therefore their heart is eſta- 
bliſhed and will not _ ſhrink, though the earth 
| ſhould quake from its very foundations, and the 
hills ſhould be carried into the midſt of the ſea. 
If the whole courſe of nature ſhould be diſturbed, 
they have nothing to fear. God is their friend. 
They are kept by the arms of the Almighty, and 
if the heavens ſhould paſs away, and the earth, 
and all that is therein ſhould be burnt 'up, yet 
ſtill they are ſafe. In life and death they can 
ſtay their minds upon God in perfe& peace. 
You cannot deny, that there are chriſtians in this 
ſafe and happy ſtate : for God has promiſed it 
them, and we declare that God is faithful and 
true, and if you believe it, how does it affect 
you? Do you find no deſire to be as ſafe and 
happy as they are? Does no wiſh ariſe in your 
hearts, that you might be under the protection 
of the almighty God, and that he would ſet you 
on high out of the reach of public calamity; ſo 
that whenever he comes to viſit a ſinful people 
laden with iniquity, and to be glorified m their 
deſtruction, then you may rejoice and be exceed- 
ing glad, knowing affuredly that your eternal re- | 
demption is at hand? 

Lay, all theſe conſiderations together, and may 
the Lord let you ſee the ee of them. 
8 W 
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God is preparing to meet you in Judgment, and 
eternity depends on your being prepared to meet 
him. Tou have no time to loſe. He may come 
this night. And you are not prepared. What | 
would your condition be, if he ſhould call you 
- unprepared? Therefore as you love your ſouls 
apply to him this moment. Now go to the 
throne of grace for pardon, leſt you ſhould be 
called before the throne of glory unpardoned. 
Cry aloud for. mercy. The Judge may ſtill be 
intreated. Oh plead with him then, and be im- 
portunate, until he become your friend. Remind 
him of his love to ſinners. Urge his bloody 
ſweat, his bitter croſs and paſſion, his cruel 
mockings, buffetings, and ſcourgings, endured 
all for ſinners. Plead theſe with him, and lay 
before him the torments and the ſhame of the croſs, 
and the piercing of his hands and feet, which 
are the engravings « of his love to ſinners, and be 
aſſured that tender heart cannot want love for 
them, which -bled to death for their ſalvation. 
Hold on this plea, until you find him gracious, 
and are enabled to place your whole truſt and 
confidence in the ſufferings and death of Jeſus 

Chriſt. Then you will. be ſafe. There is no 
| condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
They ſhall be found in him at the great day, 
when he will become to them the author of 
eternal ſalvation. Knowing this * faith, they 
are prepared | to meet their God. 


L hope 
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55 hope He His: heard my prayers for you this 


day, and, if it be his bleſſed will, has diſpoſed you 
to ſeek an intereſt in the Judge of all the earth. 


He will come te judgment, and quickly! May 


the Holy Spirit prepare us all to meet him. Oh! 


if he ſhould come this night, how would he find 
you? Are you all ready? Is every one of you 


fit to die? Have you all got your lamps trim 
med, and ye yourſelves prepared; that if there 


ſhould be a great cry made at midnight, Behold 
the bridegroom cometh, ye may be ready, and 
enter in with him to the marriage? And if he 

ſhould call you by an earthquake, or by any other 
judgment, have you ſo ſure an intereſt in him, 
that ſudden death would be welcome? Think, 
what an awful thing it would be, if you were to 
enter upon the eternal world this night, where 


your ſtate is to be unalterably fixed for ever. O 
what continual preparation ſhould you be making 


for eternity. For it you die unprepared, all is 
loſt. Hell and torments are your everlaſting 
portion. And if you are not quite in love with 
miſery, now beg of God to ſhew you your dan- 


ger, and to deliver you from it. The door of 


mercy is ſtill open. O that you may fiad an en- 
trance, and preſs forwards with an holy violence, 
until you receive grace to prepare you to meet 
your God. And let us all agree to look up to 
him for it, in that excellent form of prayer, 
which our church bas appointed for N day. 
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God give us grace, 


works of darkneſs, 


that we may 


. 


and put 


* 


e of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jeſus 
«Chriſt came to viſit us in great humility ; that 
in *he laſt” ny ; oy he ſhall come again in 


"x 


LY 


WE 


1 


to judge both the quick 


lead, we may p to meet him 
and may) riſe to the life immortal, through 
- #* him who liveth and reigneth with thee, and 
*-the Holy Ghoſt, now _ ever. | 


Amen. 
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Fs eh is ſtill proparing our minds for 
the ſecond advent of our bleſſed Lord. He is 


to come again in his glorious majeſty to judge 


both the quick and the dead; and betauſe we 
know that he certainly will come, and yet are 
uncertain about the preciſe time of his coming, 
we ought therefore to be always ready: And 
this temper of mind is recommended to us in 
the text, wherein the judge himſelf requires 
us to watch; becauſe we know neither the 
day nor the Hour, wherein he weil eee to 


bore eee eee 
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The words are part of the F ondile of FONG ten 


while he cited; rr all ee mae 8 . 
But at midnight he came unexpected, and the 
five wiſe virgins, who had kept the oil of grace 
burning bright in their lamps, were ready, and 
went in with him into the marriage, and the 
door was ſhut.” *Aﬀterward came the five fooliſh 
_ virgins, who had been ſeeking to buy oil at a 
time, when it ſhould have been burning the 
brighteſt in their lamps, ſaying Lord, Lord, open 
to us. But he-anfwered-and ſaid, Verily I ſay 
unto you, I know you not. Chriſt's inference 
from hence is, that we ſhould} be always watch- 
ful, becauſe we know not when the bridegroom 
Will come: Watch therefore, for ye know 
* neither the day nor the hout, wherein the 
« Son of man cometh.” Be always prepared 
and ready to meet me, leſt 1 ſhould ſurprize you 
in your ſins, the door of merey ſhould be 
ſhut againſt} you. Remember that I have the 
Rey of David, and if I open, no man ſhutteth, 
and if I ſhut, no man openeth. If I ſhut the 
door of mercy againſt you, it cannot be opened, 
- duty ou will be delivered over to the tormentors, 
to dwell with them in the lake that burneth with | 
fire and brimſtone ſor ever and ever. 
In the words then, we have e © en- 
Joined, Which — em. ; 
| And | : 
n | Ee | Second, 
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Secondly, A particular reaſon to enforce it, 
eee ye bam neither the denn. the hour 
« wherein the Son of man comet.“ 

And while Lam opening theſe a 1 
nn Spirit of God will open your hearts to 
receive inſtruction from them. May he keep 
every vain and wandering thought out of your 
minds, and make you watchful indeed, 1 x 
am recommending! watchfulneſs. 0 

Firſt, From the authority of our any com- 
pu watch therefore. I define watchfulneſs 


to be that ready and prepared temper of mind, 


with which the believer is always waiting for his 


being called out of this world. He watches and 
is ready and prepared, beeauſe he knows that 


he ſhall be called ſoon. If no judgment ſhould 


he reach to the full age of 


cut him off before 


man, yet he ſees death approaching; and put it 


at the greateſt diſtance, yet the eye of faith can 


bring it near: for what are threeſcore years and 
ten? Compared with. eternity they are but a 
mere point of time. All men know this truth, 


but the believer alone knows it practically. He 
has learnt the true value of this ſhort life, and is 
aſſured that it cannot be long, before he muſt 
enter into the eternal world. He is convinced 


of the vaſt importance of being ready and pre- 


pared for his great change, becauſe death will 
fix his condition for ever and ever, either in hap- 
pineſs or miſery; an and therefore he reſolves witn 

en 1 1 


- 


e 


holy Job, „All the days of my ae 
will J wait till m y change come, (Job xiv. 14.) 
He will wait alt the days of bis appointed time, 
leſt death ſnould ſurprize him. He knows that 
the ſting of death is fin; and conſequently he 


watches againſt ſin, that whenever death comes, 


it may come unarmed of its ſting, and therefore 
without any power to hurt or terrify. Sin is his 
maoſt deadly enemy, becauſe it ſtirred up all his 
other enemies againſt him; he is in arms and at 
and he does not truſt to his own ſtrength, but he 
takes to himſelf the whole armour of God, that 
he may fight manfully againſt ſin, and all the 
allies of ſin And being ſtrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might, he goes on conquering 
and to conquer, watching, and praying, and 
| fgbting, until death come to put an end to the 
engagement, and to NOTE _ cs dee of 
everlaſting peacgcggeeee . t 
No perſon can "OY in this nw. the 
chriſtian, and I make it the principal part of the 
definition of watchfulneſs, that it is the readineſs 
| and preparation, wherewith the believer always 
waits for his being called out of this world. 
This watchfulneſs is to be found no where but 
among believers; becauſe without the true living 
faith, it is impoſſible to watch. The unbeliever 
denies the matter of fact, upon which watchful- 
neſs is grounded. Chriſt's coming in the glory 
Nord 1 ö | SO END of 
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add the Godhead to judgment makes no part of 

his creed. And every ſinner ho admits the 

fats. muſt fear and dread Chriſt's coming, and 
can have no motive to watch for it, until he 


| — that the -almighty Judge is his friend. 
When faith aſſures him of this, then he begins 


to lift up his eyes with joy, and to look for the 


coming of his Judge aud Saviour. And this 
faith is wrought in all the children of God by 
the operation bf the holy Spirit, who gives them 


joy and peace in believing. He ſheds abroad 


the love of God in their hearts, and thereby 
takes out the fear of death and judgment. Then 
watchfulneſs becomes pleaſant. To be always 
ready and prepared to meet his God is the happy 
frame and temper of mind which is formed in 


the believer by faith working by love. He be- 


lieves, therefore he watches. His faith is opera- 


tive, therefore it keeps him watchful. It is a 


faith working by love, therefore it makes him 
love to watch. He loves God, and finds a hea- 
ven of joy in loving him, and therefore he waits 
vith ſtedfaſt hope for the bleſſed time, when he 


ſhall be filled with love. Oh what muſt it be to 


ſee and to love God in glory, when but a ray of 
divine love darted into the ſoul at prefent, brings 


with it ſuch pure and ſpiritual delight, as makes 


all the joys of the world fade away into nothing, 
yea, even to become vanity itſelf. Therefore 
| und is he who nn bappy the be- 

A p «nr 
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4hat faithful-and 63 f amen Lord 

when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. W 

bel This is the true goſpel watehtulneſs ; it 1 
up of the active graces of faith, and hope, and 

40\ e, Wh ich keep ; the, chriſtian ſoldier always 


upon the alarm, leaſt his implacable enemies, 
hof are ever waiting for his deſtruction, ſhould 
ſurprize him. And among what ſet of men 
hall we find this, watchful ſpirit? Look around 
the world, and fee who. they are, thatere waiting 
for-their Lord's coming, with watchfulneſs and 
Prayer. Alas] their number is very ſmall. The 
generality of men profeſſing chriſtianity, live 
Careleſs and unconcerned about their ſalvation: 
and careleſs ſinners do no more watch, than a 
man faſt aſleep can be ſaid to be watchful. Care- 
leſſneſs is the very contrary. temper to watching, 
and dareleſſneſs in ſin is directly oppoſite to 
ehriſtian watchfulneſs: for ſin makes the ſoul 
„ e Watch. as dreakennaſs. does the 
aſleep . And in this condition, the Judge, when- 
eyer he comes, ſurptizes ſinners. He finds them 
ſunk down into the dead ſleep of fin, when 
they ſhould have been watching and praying 
| againſt ſin, and they do not even dream of his 
ang. As it was in the days before the 
N flood, 2 the Lord's prophet admoniſhed 
en. their Hanger, yet they went on eating and 
. | Es Crs 
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drinking, marrying and giving in marriage; 
until the flood came and ſwept them all away: 
ſo ſhall it be, when the Son of man cometh; he 
will find careleſs ſinners in the ſame ſtate, nei- 
ther watching nor prepared. If you look at 
their particular vices, you will ſee how each in- 
diſpoſes them for watching. How can the glut- 
ton watch ftupified with meat, and the drunkard 
intoxicated with drink? The one will be taken 
while he is dozing and ſleeping under the load 
of an overcharged ſtomach, and the other while 
be is dead drunk, and their filthy ſouls and ho- 
dies will appear in this ſhocking condition before 
the all- pure God. The worldly-minded man, 
whatever worldly object his heart be ſet upon, 
cannot watch. Take heed of the cares of this 
life, ſays the Judge himſelf. We ſhould take 
great heed, leſt they ſnould get too much room 
in our hearts, becauſe the love of this preſent 
world is inconſiſtent with watching and pre- 
paring for the eternal world. The prophane 
ſwearer can have no thoughts of watching. He 
defies God, and is ſo ſecure in his curling and 
ſwearing, that he is not afraid to call for dam - 
nation. He prays all the day long, and ear - 
neſtly too, that his poor ſoul may be damned. 
If God ſhould hear his prayers, what will, ber 

come of him? How can be eſcape, when the 
Lord cometh ih ten thouſand of his ſaints to 
execute judginent upon all, and to call ungodix 
e : ſinners 


they — againſt - bim?“ — — 
5 ger and adulterer cannot Watch. Their i impure 
ſauls are enſlaved to unholy and beaſtly luſts, 


they are afraid of Chriſt's coming, and th ereforo 
it is impoſſible they ſhould watch for it. Th 
love of pleaſure is the chars 


which indiſpofe them for watching. Whenever 
Chriſt comes, he will ſurprize them: for the 
mmutable decree is gone out of his mouth 


V boremongers and adulterers God will judge.” 


but they live ſecure in their ſins, and have no 


concern about being called to judgment, there- 
fore he will come in a day when they look not 
for him, and in an hour, that they are not aware 


men watch, unleſs it be for their own deſtruc- 
tion. And as to the other lovers of pleaſure 


racteriſtic of this age. 
It is ſeen in nothing ſo much as in the "madneſs 
With which men are running at this very time 


after public diverſions. The play-houſes are 
etewdedz Fhe opera- houſe is full of the Politeſt 
Kompany. Balls and concerts increaſe ever 
day. The effects of cardipg and gaming 
felt everywhere. The ſpirit of eue i is gone 
4 2 and has ſeiaed all orders of men froni the 


gheſtsto the loweſt: Now are any of theſe 
people: watching? Are they waiting for Chriſt's 


coming, who are ſeeking to pleaſe chemfelves? 
And when he On he W find his 
Seda . ſervants | 


— 


| Groans taken up with diverſions, and their 

hearts ſet upon purſuing them? Certainly, this 
is not the ſpirit 5 inden watehfulneſs. which 
ples: for they cannot be — to ini hap- 


the ruling, paſſion of their ſouls: and it is cer- 
tainly the ruling paſſion, hen they are ſo abſo- 
lutely fixed upon their pleaſures, that no divine 
viſitation, no remarkable providence can move 
tbem. Though they ſee the finger of God 
yiſible in his judgments, yet they take no warn- 


calamĩty; no earthquake, however dreadful, 
even if it deſtroy cities, and lay waſte kingdoms; 
no earthquake be it ſuch; as never was before, 
ſince God made man upon the earth; for we 
have no account in hiſtory of the ſea and the 
at the ſame time, as they did in the late earth- 


awaken the Joyers of pleaſure from their ſpirit 


loudly. he calls, the more do they harden their 


And if conſcience at any time begin to grow 


amuſe- 
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pineſs with him, while the love of diverſion is 


ing. Neither wars, nor peſtilence, no public 


land ſhaking and trembling for thouſands of miles 
quakes, none of theſe divine viſitations can 


9 umbss; Sad calls upon them by all theſe 
providences, but they hear him not. The more 


hearts, and ſink the deeper into their pleaſures; 
and the more loudly his miniſters call, they fret 
and rage the more at theſe troubles of Iſrael. 


ae, cher by for relief to the world and its 
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aàmuſements. The play-houſe is the TP 
place of refuge, where they go to quiet con- 
ſcience, and to lüll'it aſſeep. This brings toge- 
ther that vaſt crowd, which daily frequents the 
play-houſe, and which fills every part and corner 
of it from top to bottom. And yet theſe very 
perſons, who would not go to a play, unleſs 
they uneweit would be a full houſe, are very 
angry at a full church; nay ſo very angry that 
they will not come to church, if it be full; nay 
ſo exceedingly angry, that I know ſome of them, 
who think the miniſter ſhould be ſtarved, and 
they will do what they can to ſtarve him, who 
happens to have a .crowded congregation. 1 
mention this with great concern, becauſe it 
ſhews by what ſpirit theſe men are actuated, who 
rejoice! in a full playchouſe, but fret and rage 
with-malice at a full church. What ſpirit is this, 
that is pleaſed to ſee the devil's houſe crowded, ; 
and is vexed to fee the houſe of God filled? Is 
the play-houſe then a fitter place to watch in, 
than the church? And are they in a proper poſ- 
ture of watchfulfieſs, who are fitting and delighted 
to the ſoul to ſee a filthy play acted, and if they 
ſhould be called out of the world in the midſt of 
| one of theſe led ſcenes, would their minds be in 
| 2 proper temper to appear before God? Dread- 
ful it is to think what their condition would be, 
who ſhduld come reeking hot out of the play- 
13 houſe, witty an imagination full of lewd ideas, 
| and 
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and indulging and enjoying them, and in this 


deteſtable impurity to ſtand at God's tribunal. 
Whenever you go to the play, you do not know 


but this may happen, and if it ſhould happen, 
you die in the very act of ſin, and you are loſt. 


for ever. Confider this, and lay it to heart, all 


ye who are lovers of pleaſure, more than lovers 
of God. Be convinced that the way of pleaſure 


is the very reverſe. of chriſtian watchfulneſs, and 
therefore unleſs you prefer time to eternity, now 
ſhake off the lethargy of fin,” and begin to watch. 

| Suppoſe Chriſt ſhould come this night, and this 
city ſhould be deſtroyed, as Liſbon was, by an 


earthquake, conſider what the conſequence I 
would be, if you ſhould be found unprepared. 


If you live in the open breach of God's com- 
mandments, if you are running greedily after 


pleaſure, nay if you are but careleſs and uncon- 


cerned about the ſtate of your ſouls, you will 


not be found watching; The Judge has com- 


manded you to watch, and this command is 
as much your duty as any of the ten com- 


mandments, nay more, becauſe you keep them 
to no purpoſe, unleſs you keep them with 
a watchful ſpirit. If Chriſt ſhould come, when 


you are not waiting for him with faith and love, 
he will find you neglecting his advice, and de- 
ſpiſing his admonitions, and cry ever ſo loud for 
mercy, Lord, Lord, open to us,“ then it will 
be too late; the door of mercy will be ſhut for 

ever, 
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ever, and 8 „ i declare, I never ns you. 
Where v will be your portion, when heaven j is ſhut 
againſt you? | Where, but in everlaſting burn- 
| ings, in torments that know no intermiſſion, n 
end Watch therefore, becauſe ye know 
1 en the day nor the hour, wherein the Son 
of man cometh. And the reaſon here given 
for watehfulneſs, becauſe we are uncertain of the 
preciſe time of Chriſt's en is th! ſecond ah 
ticular to be conſidered, | 
You have heard. Weis the nen 5 
fulneſs conſiſts, and how oppoſite it is to care - 
lefineſs 1 in ſin, becauſe it watches againſt all ſin, 
as the chief enemy that would make us unpre- 
pared. for our Lord's coming. To be always 
watchful, is the believer's character. He watches 
againſt every thing that may indiſpoſe him for 
meeting his Lord with joy, againſt ſin, againſt 
pleaſure, particularly againſt the pleaſutes of 
ſenſe, remembering the command of Chriſt, 
Take heed unto yourſelves, leſt at any time 
Four hearts ſhould be overcharged with: ſurfeit- 
ing and drunkenneſs, and the cares of this life, 
and ſo that day ſhould eome upon you unawares. 
Ihe believer takes heed not to fall into theſe 
| fins ;/ he ſets: faith and love to watch againſt. 
them, and.puts them upon watching with greater 
| vigilance, leſt that day ſhould come upon him 
unawares. Watch therefore, becauſe ye kno OW. 


er the day nor the hour, * the Son 
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« of man cometh.” This motive works ſtrongly _ 


upon the believer. He is certain that Chriſt 
will come, and being uncertain of the time, he 
knows not how ſoon it may be, and therefore he 
watches always. He conſiders himſelf as fix'd 
upon a certain ſtation, where he muſt ſtand up- 
on guard and do his duty, until he be called off 
and relieved. While he 1s upon' this poſt, he is 
to watch. Tf the centinel leave his ſtation, or 
fall aſleep upon it, you know what puniſhment 
is his due. And will not a greater puniſhment 
be your due, whoſe eternity depends upon your 
watching, and yet you cannot watch one hour; 
no not for the ſake of eternal happineſs? Your 
own conduct in civil affairs will riſe up in judg- 
ment againſt your careleſſneſs in your ſpiritual : 
for we are now apprehenſive of an invaſion from 


that faithleſs people, whom God ſuffers to be a 


ſcourge to the reſt of Europe, and our army is 
upon the coaſt watching their landing: Now if 


all the centinels ſhould fall faſt aſleep, and the. 


French ſhould land unobſerved and without op- 
poſition, 1 appeal to every honeit Engliſhman, 
what ſhall be done to theſe traitors? If the 
court martial ſhould ſentence ev ery one of theni 
to be ſhot, I ſuppoſe no lover of his country 
would think this puniſhment too ſevere. I am 
ſure the believer would not, becauſe he would 
think himſelf deſerving of death, and knows that 
he cannot eſcape it, if he leave off watching. 
ei . A a But 
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But he will not leave off, becauſe he loves to 


Watch. His heart and his affections go along 


with his duty. Love is active and vigilant. It 


will keep him awake: for he does not watch 
againſt an enemy, but waits for a friend. He 


watches to meet his beloved. Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, who has promiſed to come to judg- 


ment ſpeedily, and has commanded his faithful 
ſervants to watch, and has ſpurred them on to 
greater vigilance, by aſſuring them that the day 


of judgement ſhall come as a ſnare, and as a 
thief in the night, upon all them that dwell in 
the world. And though it come unexpected, 
yet it ſhall not find the believer unprepared. 


The uncertainty of the time will not weaken 


his belief of the certainty of the fact, but will 


be a powerful motive to ſpur him on to be always 


watching and praying, that he may be accounted 


. worthy to eſcape all thoſe things that are to 


come to paſs at the laſt day. And thus he ful- 


fills Chriſt's direction, « watch therefore, for ye 
neither know the day nor the hour, wherein 
the Son of man cometh.” J | 


Men and brethren, let me ſpeak freely unto 


you concerning this ſcripture. It is of great and 


of eternal importance, and you ought to exa-. 
mine your hearts, and ſee how it operates in 


your lives. Are you then watching? And do 


you watch the more carefully, becauſe ye know 


neither the day nor the bour. wherein the Son of 
: " 25 © MANL - 
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man cometh ? - Look around you, and conſider 
your fituation. You are upon the verge of eter- 


nity. The joys of heaven and the torments of | 


hell are before you. And you are not ſure of a 
day longer to provide for them. Time flies. 
Death approaches. Behold the Judge ſtandeth 


before the door. The late extraordinary pro- 


vidences proclaim his near approach. By the 
mouths of theſe his harbingers and fore-runners 
he ſpeaks aloud, ſurely I come quickly. In a 
moment you may meet him in judgment. And 
is all this nothing to you? Will it be the ſame 
thing to you, whether you live in heaven of in 

hell for ever? Certainly eternal torment can- 
net be a deſirable thing, and how then do you 
quiet your conſciences, while you are in danger 
of it. If you are going on careleſs in your fins 
you cannot eſcape it. How can the devil de- 
lude you ſo far, and give you ſuch ſtupifying opi- 
ates, that you either do not ſee how near you are 
to everlaſting miſery, or elſe do not fear jt? 
Your caſe is almoſt deſperate ; may the eternal 
Spirit open your eyes to ſee it, before it be too 
late. God has commanded you to watch; you 
do not watch. He has required you to be al- 
ways ready, you are not ready. He has threat- 
ened to come in a day when ye look not for him, 
and you go on careleſs in your fins, neglecting 
his threatenings. He is now alarming a careleſs 
world with his judgments, but they make no 
N „„ impreſſion 


ru dor or 


impreſſion upon you. He has ſent war and pe- 
ſtilence to rouſe you out of your ſecurity, you 
are not alarmed. He has ariſen to ſhake terribly 
the earth, you are not moved. He has come to 
take vengeance on a guilty race, and has puniſh- 
ed them with a moſt exemplary deſtruction, but 
you are not affected. He has overthrown large 
and populous cities, which are now nothing but 
heaps of wide- extended ruin, all this makes no im- 
preſſion upon you. Although many thouſands of 
their inhabitants be buried under the ruins, yet 
you neither feel for yourſelves, nor for your fel- 
low .creatures, whom vengeance ſuffered not to 
live. Oh hardened inſenſible ſinners ! your 
hearts are more obdurate than the nether mill- 
ſtone: for what could the almighty God do, 
more to alarm you, than he has done? And 
yet how few of you are alarmed? This ſtrange 
ſtupidity and hardneſs of your | hearts will - ſoon 
bring down ſome heavy calamity upon you: for 
if you {till return to your ſins, refuſing to repent, 
although you ſee the arm of juſtice lifted up to 
deſtroy impenitent ſinners, what can you expect 
but that it ſhould fall next upon your guilty 
heads, and that you, who would not cry for 
mercy at ſuch a time as this, ſhall receive judg- 
ment without mercy? And of this be ye aſſured, 
that the longer mercy withholds the blow, the 
heavier will it fall, when the long ſuffering of 
God is wearied out, and his almighty juſtice 
comes 
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comes to be glorified in your deſtruction. Oh 
that this may never happen, but that he may 
be glorified in your falvation. May he give 
you grace no longer to abuſe his goodneſs and 
' forbearance, but now to leave your fins, and 


while his judgments are in the earth to learn 


righteouſneſs, that you may receive juſtification 
to life by the all· perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 

Happy will it be for you and me, if 57 any 
means I may prevail with you to flee from the 
wrath to come. God is now pleading with you. 
He calls aloud to you by various judgments to 
repent. And it is my heart's deſire to ſecond 
his call, and to be uſeful under him in ſtiring 
you up to repentance. I think the miniſters of 
the goſpel cannot be too earneſt and importunate 
at ſuch a time as this. When God is pleading 
powerfully with ſinners, and yet we ſee them 
ſleeping on in ſecurity, ſurely we ſhould then 
cry aloud and ſpare not. The heavier the ſpirit 
of ſlumber is upon them, the more pains ſhould 
we take to awaken them. And 
It is indeed amazing to ſee how hardened and 


inſenſible mankind are under theſe remarkable 


providences, with whichthe world is now viſited. 


None of theſe have moved them. This ſtrange 


ſtupidity is an evfdent ſign of their total corrup- 
tion, and is the "forerunner of their total deſtruc- 


tion. Mercies have been long tried, but in vain. 
_ | _ Now 
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Now the Atty tries his terrors, and ſtill in 
vain. Neither his mercies nor judgments can 
awaken them. They will not break off their fa- 


Vvourite ſins and pleaſures, no not when they ſee 


his glittering ſword drawn, and cutting off many 


_ thouſands at one ſtroke. They have not ſenſe 
to apply it, and to afk themſelyes, Suppoſe the 
ſword of the Almighty ſhould be turned againſt 


me next, am not I as great a ſinner as any of 
thoſe who periſhed in the late earthquakes ? 


| What would become of me, if I ſhould be cut 


off in a moment, as they -were? Alas! my 
body and ſoul would be miſerable for ever and 
ever. My conſcience is awake, and aſſures me 
that I cannot eſcape the wrath to come, unleſs 
I get my fins pardoned, and ſecure an intereſt 
in the Judge of all the earth. This I will ſeck 
night and day with prayers and tears until I 


find it. May the Lord Jeſus put theſe good re- 


ſolutions into the heart of every careleſs ſinner, 


and may he give you grace to carry them into 
execution immediately; to which I ſhall en- 
courage you under two or three ſhort re- 
marks, which I have to make on 1 what has been 


ſaid. 
And firſt you 18 heard, that it is of the 


ſpirit of chriſtianity, to make believers watch 
for their Lord's coming; and it keeps them al- 
Ways watching, becauſe they know not, when 
he will come; and when the judgments of God 
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are upon the earth, as they are remarkably at 
_ preſent, then it inſpires them with ſtricter watch- 
fulneſs. The greater the danger is, the more 
watchful are they. You hear what has been 
offered upon theſe heads, but being determined 
not to give up your fins, it does not affect you. 
You are as cold and lifeleſs, as if I had been 
talking upon a ſubject, in which you were no 
way concerned. Would to God there were 
none of you in this ſtate. How many ſoever 
careleſs ſinners might come here to day, I wiſh 
not one of them was to go away without finding | 
ſome uneaſineſs of conſcience, and ſome true, and 
deep, and laſting conviction of fin. If any of you 
leave the church with as much careleſſneſs as you 
come, how. do you ſtupify yourſelves, that no 
ſenſe of danger can alarm you? Lord what is 
man, yea finful man, that he ſhould think him- 
ſelf ſafe, when the earth has been for many days 
quaking and trembling, and he knows not but 
in a moment he may be ſwallowed up and called 
to judgment. How can you dream of ſafety at 
ſuch a time as this? Perhaps you may diſmiſs 

your fears by promiſing them, that our country 
is not ſo ſubje& to earthquakes, as other places. 
When providence orders no country can be free 
from them. We have had two earthquakes in 
this city, and though but a little while ago, yet 
they are now almoſt forgotten, and ſince we 
take no warning from them, he. who ſent theſe 
| two 
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two can ſand a third, and London may ſhare the 
fate of Liſbon. So that this motive by which 
you try to quiet your conſciences ſhould alarm 


em the more, becauſe the lefs common earth- 


| quakes are in this country, the more Lertainly 


ought they to affect you, and yet yo are not 


aſſected at all. But perhaps you think you 
need not be der any great -apprehenſi ions, 
becauſe earthquakes are only natural effects 
produced by natural cauſes. Be it ſo. What 
ſecurity do you get by this? Has the God 
of nature no influence upon theſe natural 
cauſes? Suppoſing he had none, which is athe- 
iſm to ſuppoſe, and a natural cauſe ſhould de- 


ſtroy you and ſend you to hell, would this make 


your torments more ſupportable ? If you eould 
go and tell the poor ſinners who periſhed at 
Liſbon, that it was not providence which” de- 
ſtroyed them, but- only a natural cauſe, What 
good news would this be to them? They are 


deſtroyed and loft for ever, and the caufe of 


the earthquake is of no conſequence to them? 
They are only concerned about the eſſects of it, 
and would now give thouſands of worlds, if they 
had them, that they had been found watching. 
And ſo will you, if you take not warning from 
their deſtruction. They are loſt: but you have | 
ſtill an offer of mercy. Vou may eſcape if you 


will look more into yourſelves, than into the 


i e of this earthquake. Look at the one thing 


needful 


- needful for you. Repent. Get your ſins par- 


doned. Make Good your friend; and then you 
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will be ſafe. Let little infidel philoſophers ſay 


what they pleaſe, be ye aſſured, that providence 
orders and directs even what are called natural 
cauſes. And when you are reconciled to him, 
he will make them all work together for your 


good. What he ſends for judgments to others 


will be mercies to you, and you will experience 


his love in every viſitation, be it proſperous or 


adverſe. Whoever has attained to the true ſpi- 


rit of chriſtian, watchfulneſs is in this ſtate, and 
to them who deſire to attain it I will make my ſe> 


cond remark. AT 
I am now coin to theſe perſons alin are 


alarmed at the ſigns of the times, and begin to 


be concerned about the ſalvation of their ſouls. _ 
You, want. to have your hearts eſtabliſhed, that 


. 


you may not be afraid of any evil tidings, but 
whenever your Lord comes may be found watch- 
ing. He that put this good deſire into your 


minds, will place you ſecure upon the rock f 
ages, if you wait upon him. When you are 
once united to Jeſus Chriſt by faith, you are 

then out of the reach of every calamity. No- 


thing can hurt you : for the guilt of fin, from 
| whence all your danger comes, is taken out of 


the conſcience. You know that your heavenly 
father loves you in his beloved ſon, and that he 


Will keep you in the. arms of his mercy: in life, 
| | and 


. 
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and death, and to eternity. Being es of 


this, then you can watch; you will love to be 


watching, and whenever your Lord comes you 


will be ready to enter in with him into his joys. 


I his is chriſtian watchfulneſs. It is always pre- 
pared, always looking out for death and judg- 
ment, and therefore is never ſurprized. And in 
this happy ſtate all believers live, and there is 
no happineſs upon earth but this. All the reſt 
is but a ſhadow of joy, and in the end proves 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit. . The thought that 
- | they muſt die, gives a damp to the higheſt plea- 
ſures of careleſs ſinners; but the thought that 
they may die in the midſt of their enjoyments, 
turns their fancied pleaſures into real pains. 
Nothing can make life ſweet and happy, but a 
conſtant preparation for death. And ſince God 
bas led you to ſeek this happineſs i in Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſieek it in the right way, and you will aſſuredly 
find it. Go to the throne of grace with humility 
and prayer. Pray without ceaſing. Be impor- 
tunate. Knock at the door of mercy until it be 
: opened. Hear and read the word of God. Fre- 
. quent his table. Be found in all the. prays of his 
__ ordinances, and he will be found of you. He 
will give you living faith working by divine love, 


and with theſe graces your hearts will be ſtrength- 


ened, and enabled to watch, until your Lord 
come. And to thoſe who are in this nn ſtate 
$4 make my third * laſt emen. 
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My chriſtian brethren, your Lord's command 
ſhould be much in your thoughts at preſent, Be 
watchful. You find none of his commands 
grievous: for love has made them all pleaſant, 
and to keep them with a watchful ſpirit is be- 
come your delight. Faith and hope enable you 
to look out for Chriſt's coming without any fear 
or dread, and love makes watching for it ſweet 
and joyful. It is a pleaſure to you to meditate 
upon his coming. You can reflect with joy 
upon that bleſſed day, when you ſhall ſee the 
dear object of your affections, ſhall behold him 
in all the glory of the Godhead, and ſhall be ad- 
mitted into his preſence, where is the fulneſs of 
everlaſting joys. Oh! there is heaven in theſe 
reflections. The happineſs you find in them 


diſpoſes you earneſtly to wiſh and pray for the 


great day of your Lord's appearing. And his 
repeated commands to you to watch for it, keep 
you watchful. It would be no ſurprize to you, 
if you were this moment to lift up your * 
and to ſee the crucified Jeſus coming in the 
clouds with power and great glory, to hear the 
loud trump of God calling you to judgment, and 
to behold the dead riſing out of their graves, 
the earth i in flames, and to feel yourſelves caught 
up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
Are not theſe hopes the joy of your hearts? I 
know they are. You long to meet your beloved 
Lord and Saviour.” And are you all in this happy 

ſituation i 
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ſituation ? Say. Have you ſuch pure and per- 
fett love for the judge of all the earth, that you 


 - with, and pray, and watch for his coming. Aſk 
. your conſciences, as if I put the queſtion to 


every one of you by name, is this your caſe ? 


Every true | believer can, without preſump- 


tion declare: Glory be to God, it is my happy 


_ ſituation 3 through grace I wait for the coming 


of my moſt bleſſed and adorable Saviour, and in 
his ſtrength I now watch, and hope, whenever 


he comes, to be found watching. Oh that his 


good Spirit may bring every one of you into this 
watchful frame and temper of mind, and may 


he enable you all now to aſk it of him in the 


prayer of faith, and I know of no words more 


ſuitable to the ſubject, or more truly pious, than 


theſe which our aneh has taught us to uſe a 


this day. 


O Lord Jeſu Chriſt ka at thy fr firſt coming 


” dia ſend thy meſſengers to prepare thy way 
1 «before thee : Grant that the miniſters and 


0 ſtewards of thy myſteries, may likewiſe ſo pre- 
* pare and make ready thy way, by turning 


N the hearts of the diſobedient, to the wiſdom 


« of the juſt, that at thy ſecond coming to judge 


| « the world, we may (all be watching and pray- 
ing, and may therefore) be found an accepta- 


% ble. people i in thy light, who liveſt and reigneſt 
% with the Father and the holy Piel, eher, one ö 
« 700, world Without end. e 


1 
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Before whoſe bar ſevere, 
With holy joy, or guilty dread, 
We all ſhall ſoon appear: 

| Our caution'd ſouls prepare 
For that tremendous day, 
And fill us now with watchful care, 
And ſtir us up to pray : 


Give us with faith to wait 
| The awful hour unknown, : 
When robed in glory and in ſtate 


Thou ſhalt from heayen come down, | 


Th' immortal fon of man, 

| To judge the human race, 

With all thy father's dazzling train, 
With all thy glorious grace. 


To damp our earthly j joys, 
I' increaſe our gracious fears, 
For ever let th Archangel's voice 
hee founding in our ears, ; 
The ſolemn midnight cry, 
© Ye dead, the) udge 1s Sa: 2 
_* Ariſe, and meet him in the ſky, 
And meet your inſtant doom! 0 


0 may we thus be found 

Obedient to his word, 
Attentive to the trumpst 8 ound, 
And watching for our Lord; 

> 0 may we thus infure l 
Our Lot among the bleſt, 
And watch a moment to ſecure. 
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2 Con. iy. 5. 


We ei not onrſebves, but Geri Jeſus the Lira 2 


e _ 3 og Jeſus ſake. | 


Tux E apoſtle fooake. theſe words of W 
and of Timothy. He is clearing their office, 


and their character from the charges brought 


againſt them by ſome falſe teachers in the church 


of Corinth. In the foregoing chapter, he has 
been comparing the miniſtry of the law with the 
miniſtry of the goſpel, and ſtating the difference 


between them. The law was written on tables 


of ſtone, and was the miniſtration of death and 


of condemnation, but the goſpel was written 
upon the fleſhly tables of the heart, being the 


_ miniſtration. of the Spirit, and of righteouſneſs, 
and therefore whatever glory the-law_ had, the 
goſpel did far exceed it in glory. Paul and 
Timothy being appointed preachers of this moſt _ 
6900 goſpel, and having received this miniſtry, | 


B b 2 C 


. 
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did not faint — any difficulty or oppoſition, 
nor did they labor in it upon any corrupt ſelfiſh 

' motives: For they renounced the hidden things 
of diſhoneſty, every baſe prineiple that would 
not bear the. light, not walking i in craftineſs, with 
an intention through ſubtlety, to cheat- their 
hearers, nor handling the word of God deceit- 
fully, on purpoſe to deceive and beguile unſtable 

fouls; but they ated openly and honeſtly, by 
manifeſtation of the truth commending them- 
ſelves to every man's conſcience in the ſight of 
God, making the truth ſo plain, and their views 
in preaching it ſo noble and diſintereſted, that 
every man's conſcience rightly informed muſt ap- 
prove of them; but however God ſaw the ſecrets 
of their hearts, and to him they could appeal for 
the uprightneſs of their motives, ſo that if there 


were any who did not receive their goſpel, it was 


their own fault, and was a fad proof of their 
being in a loſt eſtate: For if our goſpel be hid, 
it is hid to them who are loſt, who are under the 
power of the devil and of unbelief, in whom 
the God of this world hath blinded the minds 
. of them that believe not: This is the grand 
ſtratagem of Satan. Wherever the goſpel comes, 
ke tries to blind and harden men's minds againſt 
it, knowing well, that if the light of the glorious 
_ goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of God, 
ſhould ſhine into them, there would be an end 

8 We we . 3 therefore he Rn with wiles and. 
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force to ſhut out the light of the Se that he 
may continue to rule in the evil heart of unbe- 
lief. But bleſſed be God, the preaching of. the 
goſpel is the means of dethroning Satan: He 
fears no weapon formed againſt him, but the 
two-edged ſword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God. With this he has been defeated 
thouſands and thouſands of times: For it is the 
appointed inſtrument of bringing ſinners out of 
darkneſs into light, and from the power of Satan 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son. And the 
Lord works this mighty deliverance by the 
preaching of the goſpel. When the able mi- 
niſters of the New Teſtament have a ſingle eye 
to Chriſt, and aim ſolely at his glory, then the 
holy Spirit ſets in with their words, and accord- 
ing to his office, glorifies Chriſt in the under- 
ſtanding, and in the hearts of the hearers. Of 
this, St. Paul had long and happy experience. 
He was enabled to renounce ſelf in all his mini- 
ſtrations, and to exalt Jeſus We preach not our- 
ſelves We diſclaim ſelf in all its ſhapes. We 
renounce ſelf-ſeeking and ſelf-pleaſing. We ab- 
hor ſelfiſh views. We would have ſelf debaſed, 
and-in all our preaching, we would haye ſelf 
brought to nought, that Chriſt may be ALL in 
ALL. We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
* Jeſus the Lord”—Of his wonderful perſon, 
God-man—Of -his gracious undertakings—Of 
his divine offices—=Of his finiſhed ſalyation—Of 

LES . dis 


5 plained, will be ſuitable to can TIRE hs pan 
mn theſe two views, 
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his almighty power and faithfulneſs. to curry all 
the purpoſes of his love into execution, that his 
people may be receiving out of his fulneſs grace 
in time, and glory in eternity—Of theſe things we 
would be telling all the day long. He is the ſub- 
jet matter, his glory is the end and aim of all our 
preaching; and if he be but glorified and ſouls 
won to him, we have reward enough. His love 
cConſtraineth us to love him the head of the 
body, and to love all his members; for his ſake 
ready to do any good office to the ſouls or 
bodies of mankind.Ourſelves your ſervants 
for Jefus fake, willing to do, willing to ſuffer 
any thing for you, to ſpend and be ſpent, yea, 
not counting our lives dear to ourſelves, ſo that 
we may but fiſh our courſe with Joy, and the 

- miniſtry which we have received of the Lord 
Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God. 
The apoſtle's words thus in part opened and ex- 


PFirſt, As bas N more : immediately to mi- 
niſters, and e 
Secondly, To their 1 1 
Under the firſt head, theſe particulars offer 
themſelves to our conſideration, - 
" Firſt, Paul and 3815 did not preach them- 
. felves, bo 
fas —_ preached Chrig Jeſus the Lord, 4 
and | 
„„ ES —_ - Thirdly 


Thirdly, Themſelves ſervants to the Corinthi- 
ans for Jeſus ſake. And may the grace of our 


that ſelf may be humbled and the Saviour exalted: 
rr # ; e LT One IEEE? pe . REY! 
Firſt, Paul and Timothy did not, and miniſters 
ought not to preach themſelves. They ought 
not to have an eye to ſelf in any part of their 


lookt at, without forgetting Chriſt, or made any 
thing of without degrading Chriſt. Where felf 
is an idol, Chriſt is become nothing. Therefore 
a miniſter, whoſe heart is devoted to Chriſt, and 
would with his lips and life glorify him, is ever 


ihneſss ſuch' as 


great, and noble, and learned, and good. There 
is nothing, which our corrupt nature covets more 


bodies good word: For this applauſe wonderfully 


enabled to renounce for Chriſt. He was once a 
famous ſcholar, but he loſt his character for de- 
termining to know nothing, but Jeſus and him 
crucified. He had once great reputation for 
holineſs, but there.was an end of it, when he 
dame to hig—* God forbid that I ſhould glory, 

| except 


ne 353 


God enable us ſo to meditate upon theſe points, 5 


work. Self is a wrong object. It cannot be 


afraid of ſelf. In his preaching he would not 
aim at thoſe things, Wen MEE and nouriſh elk. 


Fame, which is an univerſal Peingh Self loves 
to be eſteemed, and to be called of men, rabbi, 
than to be well ſpoken of, and to have every 


feeds all our ſelfiſh tempers. But this St. Paul was 
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= except i in 95 croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chrift 4 


He did not deſire now to be admired for a fine 


. orator, nor did he preach for this end, that his 


hearers might be pleaſed with him, and go away 


hy pleaſed with themſelves, but he was bold for God 


to ſpeak plain truths, which he knew would 
offend thoſe who were living, and wanted to live 


in their ſins. When he inſiſted upon the doctrine 
of the croſs, which is to them that periſh fooliſh- 


neſs, then bad deſigns were imputed to him, and 


the abandoned ſinner and the ſelf-righteous pha- 


riſee agreed to look upon him, as the ſcum of 


the world, and the offscouring of all things. And 
this he did not deſerve, he did not ſeek it; but he 


met with it in the ſervice of Chriſt. It was the 
reproach of Chriſt, brought upon him for ſerving 
ſuch a maſter, and heightened for his being ſo 


like his maſter. And yet in this Paul could re- 


joice — not only bear it, but alſo glory in it. He 


| received it as an honor, and found it a blefling, 
to be evil ſpoken of for Jeſus ſake. He was 


happy in bringing ſinners to think and ſpeak 
well of Jeſus, whatever evil ſome might think 


and ſpeak of him for it. O for more of this 


ſelf-denying ſpirit. May the Lord pull down 


ſelf in all his miniſters, that Jeſus alone may be 


exalted in them, and by them, and that they may 
not ſtudy in their miniſtry filthy. lucre, any more 
than * 3 fame. | 


— 


This 
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This is another ſelfiſh principle. The love of 
money, which is the root of all evil, is deeply 
rooted in every man's heart. They all look to 
their own way, every one for his gain from his 
quarter ; but by the grace of God, Paul was of 
another mind. In his doctrine, he infiſts upon it, 


WW Timothy and Titus, that miniſters ſhould not 


be given to filthy lucre, and in his example he 
ſhewed, that he was not given to it himſelf. 
When he went to Epheſus, he did not go 

upon any ſordid motive, ſuch as, How much a 

year ſhall I get by preaching at that place ? His 
view. was very exalted—How ſhall I ſerve the 
cauſe of Jeſus, and his dear-bought people there: 
. Accordingly he ſays to the Epheſians, “ I have 
« coveted no man's ſilver, or gold, or apparel, 
4 yea, you yourſelves know, that theſe hands 
have miniſtered to my neceſſities, and to them 
* that were with me.” As he was a preacher 
of the goſpel he had a right to live of the 
goſpel, yet he waved his right, and choſe rather 
to work at his trade, 3 it ſhould be ſaid he 
preached for gain. Chriſt being his Saviour, and 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt his portion and 
his inheritance, he had enough : For he had not 
only the promiſe of ſpiritual, but alſo of temporal 
things, ſuch as the love of Chriſt knew beſt for 
him; and he found Chriſt ſo faithful, that he 


learnt i in whatever ſtate he was therewith to be 
content, 


% en. 


content, content to be abaſed, to be hungry, and 
to ſuffer need, yea content to ſuffer the loſs of 
all things, counting them but droſs and dung, 
that he might win Chriſt: And having won him, 
the pearl of great price, he was willing to part 
with his eaſe, as well as fame and riches for Jeſus 
7 fake. 1 | | 
This is another very ſelfiſh phliipts, We all 
love eaſe, and ſelf-indulgence. Our nature abhors 
the leaſt ſuffering. - What noble views then muſt 
Paul have been actuated by, fince he knew, that 
in everv city bonds and afflictions did abide him, 
and yet none of theſe things did move him? 
How dear and precious muſt Chriſt have been to 
him, ſince the continual croſs could not drive 
him from preaching the goſpel of Chriſt ? He 
made a mere flave of his body, denying it the 
deareſt gratifications, even lawful ones, and lay- 
ing upon it the heavieſt burdens and croſſes, 
when his Lords cauſe required theſe things at 
his hands. Like a good ſoldier he endured 
hardſhip, was in perils often, in wearineſs and 
painfulneſs, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold and nakedneſs. 
Such was his flaming love to him, who had called 
him to be a ſoldier, that no ſuffering could make 
him leave the ſervice : He fought on bravely, 
ſtrong in the Lord, till the battle being won, the 


captain of his lalvation granted him his diſcharge, 
7 and 
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and put upon his head a crown of glory, thu 
fadeth not away. 

Thus Paul made it appear, that he did not 
preach hnnſelf. He renounced thoſe things, 
which are deareſt to ſelf, and. ſhewed how much 
he loved Teſus, by willingly parting with ap- 
| plauſe, and riches, and eaſe for his ſake, © we 
« preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt e the 
Lord,“ which is the 

Second particular to be conſidered. St. paul 
diſclaimed ſelf, that he might exalt the Saviour. 
He did this from a true heart- felt attachment to 
Jeſus. When it pleaſed God,” ſays he, “ to 
« reveal his Son in me, immediately I conferred 
„ not with fleſh and blood: From that time for- 

ward he became enamored with the excellency 
of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord. 
Paul found Chriſt revealed in him ſo precious, 
he ſaw ſuch wonderful beauty and matchleſs 
lovelineſs in him, ſuch an infinite fulneſs, and ſuch 
a readineſs to communicate out of it all ſpiritual 
bleſſings; yea, he himſelf enjoyed ſo many of 
them, that other things were nothing, and Chriſt 
was ALL. He had won Paul's heart. He had 
diſcovered ſo much of himſelf, that Paul was 
become in body and ſoul devoted to him, and 
cared not what he ſuffered ſo that he could but 
pleaſe his Lord and Saviour. To his honor he 
had an eye in all his miniſterial labours, ſetting 
forth the perfect freeneſs, the rich fulneſs, and 
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the everlaſting glory of his ſalvation. We preach 
Jeſus; that name is full of grace: for he was 
called Jeſus, becauſe he was to fave his people 
from their ſins. They had all turned away from 
God and his law, as the prophet ſays, © All we 
< like ſheep have gone aſtray, we have turned 
& eyery one to his own way,” and this was the 
way of ſin, according to the apoſtle, © All have 
ce ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God,” 
they had all robbed God of his glory by tranſ- 
greſſing his law, ſo that there was none righ- 
teous, no not one, and thereby they had all ren- 
dered themſelves liable to thoſe threatened pains 
and penalties, which juſtice was bound to in- 
flict: for the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven againſt all unrighteouſneſs. from this 
ſtate of ſin and miſery Jeſus came to ſave his 
people; and this he undertook in the covenant 


5 of the eternal Three, in which, being a perſon 


coequal and coeternal with the Father, he agreed 
to ſtand up-as the head and ſurety of his people, 
in their nature and in their ſtead to keep the 
law for them, and to ſuffer the pains and penal- 
ties of it for them, that by his obedience unto 
death, the law and juſtice of his Father might 
be infinitely and everlaſtingly glorified in ſaving 
all thoſe who ſhould believe in him from fin and 

death and hell, and in admitting them to life and 
glory. In the fulneſs of time he came to fulfill 
what he had undertaken, and the word was 
9 made 
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made fleſh. © Lo, I come, faith * to do thy 
« will, O God,” to do it in my life, to ſuffer it 
in my death, and thereby to bring in an ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs for my people. The Father - 
accepted him as their ſurety, witneſſing by a 
voice from heaven—< This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleaſed,” and witneſſing 
alſo that as their ſurety he had finiſhed the work, 
which he had given him to do, when he declared 
him to be the Son of God with power by 
his reſurrection from the dead, and when he ; 
put all things under his feet, and gave him all 
power in heaven and earth, that he might be 
able to ſave ſinners to the uttermoſt—were they 
ever ſo far from God that he might bring them 
nigh—if they had ſinned to the uttermoſt, ſo far 
that one ſtep more they would have been in hell, 
yet he could fave them {till with his great ſalva- 
tion : for he is exalted to be a prince and a Sa- 
 viour, that the worſt and vileſt may in him be 

faved from all their ſins, no ſins being fo ſinful, 
ſo numerous, but there 1s redemption from all 
through faith in his blood, no ſtate of guilt ſo 
deſperate, but he can beſtow grace, that ſin 
ſhall not be imputed, and that righteouſneſs, 
even the righteouſneſs of God ſhall be imputed. 
Such a Saviour is J eſus, exalted to this office by 
the covenant of grace, and acting in it by the 
full commiſſion of the eternal Three ; by whom 
15 8315 Was conſtituted the Chriſt. Thus faith the 
| Fe Father, 


* * 
— — 
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Father, God, the Lord, the creator 1 heaven 
„ and earth, I the Lord have called thee in 
40 righteouſneſs, and will hold thy hand, and will 
« keep thee, and give thee: for a covenant of 8 
« the people.” '—With Chriſt the covenant was . 
made, by him it was to. be made good, and 
therefore the ſecond perſon i in the Godhead was 
5 truly united unto him, and God and man was one 
Chriſt, and the holy Spirit was poured upon him 
without meaſure to fit and qualify him for his 
work, that he might become the Saviour of his 
people, as their prophet, prieſt, and king; for 
which offices he was divinely commiſſioned and 
conſecrated, and therefore was called the Hut, 
or the annointed one of God. Ry We 
As he was the great High P Prieſt of out profel, | 
ſion, he was called of God to offer gifts and ſa- 
crifices for ſin : and he gave himſelf, his God- 
head, his manhood, as the ſurety of his people, 
to his Father's law, that whatever demands of 
obedience it had upon them, he might anſwer 
and pay them all, to the end that Bo his obe- 
dience. they might be made righteous. And he 
gave himſelf as their ſurety to his Father's juſtice, 
that whatever demands of ſufferings it had upon 
them, he might endure them all, and accordingly 
the Lord laid upon him the ſins of all his. people. 
He knew no fin. He was in himſelf juſt, when 
he ſuffered for. the unjuſt, and therefore all his 
- ſufferings were upon their. account. He. was 
| , bearing 


—_— 
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: bearing their griefs and carrying their ſarroms.im 
every part of his paſſion. For them he was 
ſtricken, ſmitten of God and afflicted. He felt 
what the ſins of their ſouls deſerved, when he 

cried out, My ſoul is exceeding ſorrowful, 
even unto death ;” and he felt the fins of their 
bodies, when the burden forced him to ſweat as 
it were- great drops of blood falling to the 


| ground. They were bound with the chains of 


fin, and ought to have been bound with chains 
of everlaſting darkneſs, therefore when Jeſus was 
apprehended they took him and bound him. 
For that ſhame which was due to their fins he 
turned not away his face from ſhame and ſpitting, 
nor his cheeks from them that plucked off the 
hair. He was buffeted and ſcourged, and 
ſtricken for, their tranſgreſſions, that by his ſtripes 
they might be healed. For the ſins of their 
heads his holy head. was crowned with thorns. 
Their feet were ſwift to run into ſin, and their 
hands mighty to commit it, therefore when the 
Lord laid upon him the - iniquities of them all, | 
his feet and his hands were pierced through with 
nails. There never was ſorrow like unto that 
ſorrow, wherewith the Lord afflicted him in 
the day of his fierce anger, when he endured the 
curſe to redeem his people from the curſe of the 
law, when he was forſaken of God, that they 
| who deſerved: ta be forſaken for ever might be 
broad nigh. to God, and when he bowed his 

head 


— 


mino. 


head and gave up the ghoſt, dying 857 them 

that they might live with God for ever. Thus 

he was made fin for them, who knew no ſin; and 
thus he put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 
and by this alone can it be put away. God hath 
laid no other foundation for the ſalvation of ſin- 
ners, than the finiſhed work, the life and death, 
the blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. 
When you heard the miniſter juſt now give no- 
tice that the ſacrament would be adminiſtered 
next Sunday, he ſaid, it was in remembrance of 
the meritorious croſs and paffion of Chriſt, 


* whereby alone,” mind that, whereby alone 


ce we obtain remiſſion of our fi ins, and are made 
« partakers of the kingdom of heaven,” where- 
by alone we are faved from hell, and entitled to 
heaven. Whatever grace or glory God the Fa- 
ther gives to any poor finners he gives it on this 
account, and on nothing elſe. He looks only at 
what his Son did and ſuffered, when he vouch- 
fafes to bring any of them from darkneſs to light, 
and from ſin to righteouſneſs. He fees them in 
his Son, and accepts them in the Beloved. They 
- fland at his bar in the righteouſneſs of his Son, 
and are therefore juſtified from all things. He 
views them in the graces and lovelineſs of his Son, 
and. they appear not only without ſpot or ble- 
miſh, or any ſuch thing, but alſo fair as the 
moon, clear as the ſun complete i in Jeſus: and 
therefore it is owing to the precious gifts and 
er 


\ infinitely meritorious offerings of the great high 
prieſt of our profeſſion Chriſt Jeſus, and to theſe 
alone, that any ſinners are pardoned and ſaved : 


perſon or thing. . 

But becauſe this way of A rer 
faith in a cruciſied Saviour was a ſtumbling block 
unto the Jews, and unto the Greeks' fooliſhneſs, 
and is not received to this day except by thoſe. 
to whom it is given, therefore the Lord Chriſt 


teacher of his people. He is the divine prophet, 


* ſhall be all taught of God:“ for by his word 
and. Spirit he brings his people to an heart-felt 
diſcovery of their own guilty ſtate and. ruined 
nature, and teaches them the infinite ſufficiency 


preſent peace-and of eternal joy. This is the 
great leſſon, which he has to teach us, as our 
prophet, and none can teach it but himſelf. 
Men may give one another ſome notion of the 
way of ſalvation, but they can go no farther. 
Chriſt only can teach, as never man taught. 

The words, which he ſpeaks, they are Spirit 
and they are life. The Spirit accompanies them 
with his divine power and energy, and by them 
he quickens the ſoul, that was before dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins. He ſpeaks life into the dead, 
TT. ve and 


SERMON. | 4 


becauſe there is ſalvation in none other, either 


ſuſtains another gracious office, and is the great 


of whom it is written, “In the latter days they 


of his finiſhed work, and enables them with the 
heart to reſt upon it, as the alone foundation of 
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and the life which he gives, being "A him, is 


to bring the ſoul to him, that it may be kept 


alive by living upon his fulneſs: for this Jeſus is 


the Chriſt, conſecrated of God to be the great 


prophet of his people, and made of God unto 


them wiſdom, that he might inſtruct them all in 


ſaving knowledge, by bringing them to reſt 


wholly by faith upon his life and 4 for oy 
grace and every bleſſing. 


And becauſe there is in our - Gill nature a 


proneneſs to turn from Jeſus, and to reſt upon 


ſomething beſides him alone for righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength, and for a comfortable and holy 
walk heavenwards, therefore Jeſus is the al- 


mighty king to. rule in and over his people, and 


to manage all their matters ſpiritual and tem- 
poral for them. And for this purpoſe he has all 
power in heaven and earth, that whatever would 


turn them from him, enemies within or without, 
he might be able to ſubdue them all. Having 


brought them to. himſelf, and fixed them upon 


the foundation, he is the Chriſt, the conſecrated 


king to keep them there by his almighty arm, 
They are now become his lawful ſubjects, and 


no enemy, not even the gates of hell ſhall pluck 


them out of his hands, and they know it, and 
are therefore ſafe and happy. Surely, can they 


ſay in the Lord have we ſtrength. In the midſt 
of their weakneſs and helpleſſneſs he makes his 


1 perfect, the . of it never ap- 
15 8 5 pearing 
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pearing 60 manifeſt, as when he keeps them 
ſenſible that without him they can do nothing, 
and yet then enables them ns him to do all 
| things. | 

Happy are the people, who are in fuch A 
caſe, yea, bleſſed are the people, who have 
| Jeſus Chriſt for their king: becauſe he is the 
Lord, that is Jehovah, we preach Chriſt Jeſus 
| the Lord. This crowns all. Jeſus is Jehovah; | 
one of the eternal Three in the Godhead, coe- 
qual and coeternal with the Father, and with 
the Holy Spiri it, poſſeſſed of all the divine attri- 
butes and perfections. All his works are per- 
fect, infinitely, everlaſtingly perfect. His work 
of ſalvation is abſolmely complete. Jehovah 
hath laid the foundation : : Jehovah hath brought 
forth the top ſtone: It is the maſterpiece of his 
wiſdom, and power, ind love; to which nothing 
can be added, and from which nothing may be 
taken away : for God was in Chriſt, and finiſhed 
the work. © Thus faith the Lord, I am Jeho- 
% yah, and beſides me there is no Saviour,” no 
Jeſus, therefore Jeſus is Jehovah ; as he ſays 
himſelf to the Jews. If ye believe not that 
* AM, ye ſhall die in your fins.” Now none 
can forgive ſins but God only; and therefore Je- 
fus muſt be God, becauſe he had power upon 
earth to forgive ſins. The prophet Ifaiah ſays, 
Unto us a child is born, and he ſhall be called 
5 "oy" — God“ mind, the child was s God, 
2 the 
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the infant child juſt born was the almighty God 


E According to the apoſtle, © God over all 


« bleſſed for ever.“ This is the fundamental ar- 
ticle of our religion. Take this away, chriſtians 
are as great idolaters, as they are, who worſhip 
ſtocks and ſtones: for if Jeſus be not Jehovah, if 
God and man be not in him one Chriſt, of what 
idolatry have you been guilty this morning? The 
whole litany is a prayer to Chriſt. In the creeds 
which you have been repeating, you have ac 
knowledged his Godhead. In the liturgy are 
| theſe words: The ſame that we believe of the 

«, glory of the Father, the ſame we believe of 
„ the glory of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
«. without-any difference or inequality.” There- 
fore againſt all oppoſers we muſt inſiſt upon the 
equality of the Perſons in the Godhead: We 
muſt preach” Chriſt Jeſus the Lord---Jeſus a per- 
fect Saviour, conſecrated to his office by the co- 
venant of the eternal Three, and acting in it, as 
+ the great High Prieſt; who was to offer gifts and 
ſacrifices for the ſins of his people, and to teach 
them, as their -prophet, to rely wholly upon 
him for the infinite and everlaſting efficacy of 
theſe gifts and offerings to take away fin, and to 
obtain ſalvation; and to truſt to his royal power 
that they might be kept by it, until they ſhould 
receive the end of their faith, even the falvation 


of their ſouls. © And we are to inſiſt upon it, 


thay Jeſus is the Chriſt, able to fulfil all thoſe 
2 | | Os offices, 
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offices, becauſe he is Jehovah, the Lord God 
omnipotent, Who therefore took fleſh and was 
made man, that as man's ſurety he might live 
and die for him, making in his life and death re- 
conciliation for iniquity, and bringing in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs. This was the Lord's doing; 
whoſe works are like himſelf. They are all in- 
finite, and therefore the ſalvation of our God is 
everlaſtingly perfect. And it is offered freely in 
the goſpel, not to him that worketh, but to him 
that believeth, which ſhews the rich fulneſs, and 
abſolute ſufficiency of it. Is not that plainly a 
divine liberality, which can make ſuch a free 
grant as this—Whoſoever will let him come and 
take the grace of God, and the glory of God 
freely. And obſerve to whom the free grant is 
made—To' any that will receive it.To any finner, 
be he ever ſo vile, if he be black as hell, heavy 
laden with a burden that would fink thouſands 
of thouſands of ſouls into the bottomleſs pit, la- 
bouring under the guilt of fins as numerous as 
the ſand upon the ſea-ſhore, to ſuch an one is the 
word of this ſalvation ſent. He may come juſt 
as he is: for all things are ready, ready for ſin- 
ners, yea for the chief, to cleanſe, to juſtify, to 
ſanctify, to glorify them. Whoever he be, he 
that believeth ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall be kept 
by the power- of God through faith, until he 
be made a Mevuker: of the eternal ſalvation of 


God. „ ee — 
5 Thus 
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-Thus we preach Chriſt Jeſus the. Lord, di. 
recting ſinners to look nowhere, but to him 
0 Behold the Lamb of God.” Look unto him, 
and he ye ſaved, all ye ends of the earth. And 

this is the good news of the goſpel, which after 

miniſters have experienced themſelves, then will 
they be able clearly and feelingly to preach it to 
others: for then the love of Chriſt wilt conftrain 
them. The work of the miniſtry. may be hard, 
the difficulties many and great, but his love in 
their hearts will make them willing to do, and 
ſuffer any thing for his glory, ang. for the good 
of his people, which is 8 | 
| Third particular under this head to Fl OY 
| 15 ed. If we mention any thing about ourſelves, 
it is to humble ſelf, and to bring honour to 
> # eſus—< ourſelyes your ſeryants for Jeſus ſake.” 
In this ordinance of preaching, and in all our 
miniſterial labours, we are not lords but ſervants, 
ſervants to our great Lord and Maſter, to whom 
we ought always to have an eye, and to. whom 
we muſt give an account; and ſervants alſo to 
you, bound to perform every good office, ready 
to every work and labour of love, which may 
promote your ſpiritual and eternal intereſt : for 
this end we have given up ourſelves to ſerve the 
Lord. Chriſt, and have devoted ourſelves to your 
ſervice for his fake ; ſo that we ought to refuſe 
no difliculty, or trouble, which his glory or your 
profit require of us. But in whatever cafe one 
5 OT 
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or both theſe ends cannot be promoted, we are 
acting quite out of character, if we engage in it. 
And for this reaſon I have not been able to be- 
have towards you in the common way of ſolicit- 
ing for your favour. Some have inſinuated it 
was from pride, that I would not go about the 
pariſh from houſe to houſe canvaſſing for votes; 
but truly it was another motive. I could not 
ſee how this could promote the glory of God. 
How can it be for the honour of Jeſus, that his 
miniſters, who have renounced fame, and riches, 
and eaſe, ſhould be moſt anxious and earneſt in 
the purſuit of thoſe very things which they have 
renounced ? Surely this would be getting into 
a worldly ſpirit; as much as is the ſpirit of par- 
liamenteering. And as this method of canvaſſing 
cannot be for Jeſus ſake, ſo neither is it for our 
honour : it is far beneath our function: nor is it 
for your profit. What good is it to your ſouls ? 
What compliment to your underſtandings? Whar 
advantage to you in any ſhape to be directed and 
applied to by every perſon with whom you have 
any connection, or on whom you have any de- 
pendence? Is not this depriving you of the free- 
dom of your choice? Determined by theſe mo- 
tives, when my friends of their own accord put 
me up as a candidate, to whom I have to this 
hour made no application, directly or indirectly, 
I left you to yourſelves. If you do chooſe me, 

| | I deſire 
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T defire.to be your ſervant for Jeſus fake, 8 1 
| 55 do not, the will of the Lord be done. 
From what hath been ſaid upon the text it 
appears, that not ſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord 
is to be preached. Our ſubje& matter is his na- 
fure, God-man, full of grace and truth in all his 
offices. When God was manifeſt in the fleſh, he 
was called Jeſus, becauſe he was to fave his 
people from their fins, and he was Jeſus the 
Chriſt, choſen to this office in the covenant of 
the eternal Three, and conſecrated to be the 
great teacher and prophet of his church, able 
by his word and Spirit to make manifeſt the ſe 

crets of the heart, diſcovering to a man his own 
fallen ſtate, his guilt, and his miſery, and mak- 
ing him ſo to feel theſe things, as to be forced to 
go out of himſelf for ſalvation ; and alſo to make 
manifeſt to him, how he may be ſaved through 
faith in the blood and righteouſneſs of a cruci- 
_ fied Saviour, by and in whom alone can be had 
forgiveneſs of ſins, and an inheritance. among 
them that are ſanctified. Upon this foundation 
Jeſus is able to eſtabliſh and ground the ſoul, 
becauſe he has all power in heaven and earth 
for that very purpoſe : as God-man he reigneth 
over all, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, until 
all his enemies be made his footſtool. Not one 
enemy, not one fin ſhall have dominion over 
_ who live by the faith of the Son of God; 


yes. 
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5 yea, he will ſo rule over them, that they ſhall be 
preſerved from all evil, and he will make all 
things work together for their good. And for 
the glory of Chriſt in theſe his offices he beſtows 
his bleſſings freely, the moſt ignorant he teaches, 
the greateſt ſinners he juſtifies, the moſt helpleſs 
he keeps by his mighty power. He is the 8 
viour of ſuch, not for any merit in them, that is 
or can be, but to the praiſe of his own grace. 
He is able to do all this, becauſe he is Jehovah, 
to whom all things are poſſible, and he does it, 
becauſe it is his office, his honour to ſave, He 
is Jeſus, the Saviour, and he is the Chriſt, the 
£onſecrated Saviour, in whom dwelleth the ful- 
neſs of the Godhead, that he might be able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt, yea, that he might be the 
author of eternal ſalvation. This is the goſpel 
which has been preached with ſucceſs by many 
faithful miniſters in this place, whoſe names are 
ſtill remembered with honour, and this goſpel is 
to this day preached unto you, and we defife to 
deliver it faithfully, that you may receive it Pro- 
fitably, which brings me to the 
Second general head of diſcourſe, namely, to 
the application to the hearers, which conſiſts in 
receiving the truths delivered. Preaching is the 
ordinance of God, which he has appointed, 
and by which he acts. On which account it is 
not an indifferent matter, but is either the ſavor 


of life unto life, or the ſavor of death unto death; 
there- 
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I "therefore our Lord requires you to take 1 


how you hear. When Chriſt is evidently ſet 
forth in thè preaching of the goſpel, My word, 
ſays he, ſhall not return unto me void, but it 

ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it ſhall 
- proſper in the thing whereto I ſend it. The 
Spirit accompanying it makes it effectual for the 
accompliſhing of what the Lord pleaſes, and by 
his mighty working in the word, faith cometh, 
and Chriſt is received. The ſoul, which was 
dead, is made alive by the word of life--which 
was in darkneſs, is enlightened, when the light 
of the glorious goſpel ſhines into it--which was 
_ in/guilt,' is acquitted by believing the word of 
righteouſneſs. which was mourning, is made joy- 
ful through patience and comfort of the ferip- 
tures---which being on the foundation yet could 
do nothing to build up itſelf, is edified and built 
up by the word of grace in its moſt holy faith. 
Thus by and in the word the Spirit acts, and 
Chriſt is received into the judgment, the belie- 
ver clearly apprehends him, the conſcience is 
ſatisfied with him, and ſees in his life and death 
enough to be ſaved from condemnation, and to 
be entitled to heaven, the will chooſes him, the 
heart embraces him, and the whole man is in- 
fluenced to give up himſelf to be governed by the 
grace of Jeſus, that in ſpirituals, in temporals, 
for time and for . Jeſus may be ALL, and 
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Now, Sirs, we therefore preach Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord, that you may thus receive him, and 
be happy in him. We would glorify him in 
our preaching, that his Spirit may thus glorify 
him in your hearts and lives. And has he 
done this for you? Examine: for it is of 
infinite moment. What does it fignify to you, 
how glorious Chriſt is in the eyes of others, if 
he be not ſo in yours? how bleſſed he makes 
them, if you be not bleſſed in him? you will be 
no better for their views of Chriſt, and for their 
happineſs in him. O think then, why it is, that 
Chriſt, who is infinitely, ineſtimably, everlaſt- 
ingly precious, is not precious to you. It is not 
becauſe you do not believe? For the ſcripture 
declares, * to them that believe he is precious.“ 
And what keeps you under the power of un- 
belief? Is it not written, that the God of this 
world blindeth the minds of them that believe 
not? He deludes the judgment and hardens the 
heart through the deceitfulneſs of fin, inſomuch 


that they are content with the pleaſures of fin, 


which are but for a ſeaſon, and while theſe de- 
light, they feel not their want of a Saviour. If 
there be any, who hear me now in this dread- 
ful caſe, O think how much you will one day 
want him! In the time of diſtreſs, when the 
law accuſes, conſcience condemns, and you ſee 
the wrath of God to be your due, when the 
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arrows of the almighty ſtick drops in you, -and 
his law preſſeth you ſore, how exceedingly de- 


firable will Jeſus the Saviour then be]! But ſup- 


Poſing this day of conviction never come, yet it 


is appointed unto all men once to die: how 


will you appear and ſtand at God's bar? With 


ſin unpardoned? Alas! There is then no way 
left to eſcape - your ſentence is upon record Go 
thou curſed into eternal fire, &c. Sirs, before 


it be too late think of theſe things, and may 

God put it into your hearts ſo to think of them, 

that you may flee from the wrath to come. 
Whenever it ſhall pleaſe God thus to make 


you ſenſible of your want of a Saviour, or if he 


has already been thus gracious unto you Re- 


member, Sirs, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Lord Je- 


 hovah, and that in our nature he has wrought 


out a finiſhed ſalvation. Here is your object. 


The command is— Look unto Jeſus, ſee in him 


all fulneſs dwelling,” and for the uſe of ſuch fin- 
ners as you are. The enemy will try all his 


wiles and malice to keep you from Jeſus, and 
your legal unbelieving hearts will help him migh- 


tily: but conſider what a free grant he has made 


in the goſpel of all the bleſſings of his ſalvation. 


He requires no condition of you, wants no qua- 
: lification in you. Take what he offers. Re- 
ceive it, and it is yours. All is by free gift. 
Chriſt himſelf is a gift, and ſo is grace, righte- 
ouſneſs, holineſs, and heaven. All good things 


are 


fe 
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are the free gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. What can be a greater encouragement ? 


The falvation finiſhed in all its parts is offered 


and made good, not to him that worketh, but 


to him that believeth. And therefore whoever 


or whatever you are in your own eyes, yet Jeſus 


Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſuch. This 
is a faithful ſaying, that he came to ſave the 
chief of ſinners. This is worthy to be received. 
It has the honourable teſtimony of God himſelf, 
and therefore ſurely you may receive it, and de- 
pend upon it. Come, for all things are now 
ready; and you ſhall be ſaved freely by grace 
through faith, and that not of yourlelyes, it is 


the gilt of God. 


If you are a e ſinner, 1 1 what ah 
jections you can againſt | yourſelf, they are all 
anſwered in the goſpel. Say, you are a great 
ſinner, but not ſo great as Jeſus is à Saviour. 
Perhaps you are old in fin, yet his mercies are 
from everlaſting to everlaſting. Suppoſe your 
fins are numerous as the ſtars, far, infinitely more 
are his mercies. Say you are very deep in guilt, 


what ſcarlet crimſon ſins cannot his blood waſh- 


clean? If thou hadſt all the ſins of earth and 


hell upon thy guilty ſoul, yet it is written, He 


that believeth ſhall be juſtified from all things. 


Oh that you may not ſtand reaſoning againſt the 


infinite ſufficiency of Jeſus to ſave. All things 
are 


Ge $3uox. 
dere pollible 10 Sefus, and fo are alt things poſſ- 
ble to him that believeth. Be not faithleſs then, 

| but believing: may it be given thee to believe 
in the only begotten Son of Gd. 

If this be thy happy caſe, and "I art already 

4 erden of the PO gift of faith. Jeſus 

is ſtill thy object. Look unto him for all things. 

They are all treaſured up in his fulneſs, and all 
received by believing. Thy ſafety, thy viftories, 

thy holy walk, thy comforts and joys, theſe 

come unto thee and are enjoyed by faith. He 

is thy all perfect Saviour, and he being thine, 

all he has, and all he is, is thine alſo. He has 

made them over to thee in the free grant of the 
goſpel, and all the perfections of the Godhead 

ſtand engaged to keep thee in poſſeſſion of them: 
therefore walk cloſe to Chriſt, and live up to 

thy privileges, and ſee thou ſtop not ſhort of any 

-thing promiſed, which will be to his glory, and 

to thy comfort. There are unſearchable riches 

of grace in Jeſus, full authority in Chrift, and 
abſolute power in Jehovah to beſtow them. 
Whatever grace thou wanteſt at any time, thou 

. 2 Chriſt the Lord, if thou wilt 

by faith live upon him for the receiving it: and 

thou wilt infallibly receive it according to thy 

faith. Believe in him for ſafety, for righteouſ- 
ness, for holineſs, for happineſs, and as thou 
1 1 1. 1 n it be done unto thee——thou 
1 . halt 
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7 55 have all that thou canſt aſk; yea more than 
thou canſt think. May this be the happy caſe 
of all who hear me to day. If I never ſtand up 
any more in this place, may we all ſo know and 
believe in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, that we may be 
found in that happy number who ſhall aſcribe 
honour and glory, and bleſſing and power, to Fa- 
tber, Son, and Holy Spirit, three perſons in one 
Jehovah, to whom be equal n far ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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